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Reaching Up... Reaching Out... Reaching In...  

December 15, 2024 

 Welcome to Glory Lutheran Church  

Third Sunday of Advent 
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 Words of Welcome 

Gathering Song - Emmanuel w/ Awake, Awake,  
and Greet the New Morn 

 

Come, come, Emmanuel! Son of God, appear. 
Heaven and earth, rejoice! Salvation is drawing near.  
Salvation is drawing near. 
(repeat) 
 

Awake, awake, and greet the new morn, 
  for angels herald its dawning. 
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 
  behold the Child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, 
  to bring all hearts together, 
  he opens wide the heav’nly door 
  and lives now inside us forever. 
 

To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 
Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
  his humble song is quiet and near, 
  yet fills the earth with its ringing. 
Music to heal the broken soul 
  and hymns of loving kindness, 
  the thunder of his anthems roll 
  to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 

Come, come, Emmanuel! Son of God, appear. 
Heaven and earth, rejoice! Salvation is drawing near.  
Salvation is drawing near. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 
  though dark the winter and cheerless, 
  the rising sun shall crown you with light,  
  be strong and loving and fearless. 
Love be our song and love our prayer 
  and love our endless story; 
  may God fill ev’ry day we share  
  and bring us at last into glory. 

 
Emmanuel; Words by: John Mason Neale and Steve Angrisano 
Music by: Steve Angrisano 
Ó2004 spiritandsong.com 
Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn; 
Text and Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Ó1983 GIA Publications, Inc. 
CCLI# 2540115 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism, as the pastor begins. 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God  
 and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God of mercy,   
C: We confess that we have sinned. 
 We trusted earthly powers and human authority. 
 We have grown fearful. We have clung to false 

comforts. 
 
P: God of might, 
C: We confess that we have sinned. 
 We have turned away from our neighbors. 
 We have trusted false promises. 
 

P: God in our midst, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. 
 We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
 

P: A righteous branch springs forth: 
 it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 
 in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

 through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 
C: Amen. 

Apostolic Greeting  

Prayer of the Day  
 

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and 
open our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in 

your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of 
repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Worship Choir: The Redeemer Will Come 
Words and Music by David Angerman and Michael Barrett 

 

The Redeemer will come unto Zion, 
and the people will gather and clap their hands. 
The Redeemer will come unto Zion, 
and the glory of God, the glory of God will be known. 
 

The Messiah will come unto Zion . . . 
 

Alleluia, come lift your voice on high. 
Sing alleluia. Your redemption draweth nigh. 
 
Savior of the nations, our hearts are open wide. 
And with great anticipation, we lift our songs on high. 
Lift up ye gates; break forth in endless praise. 
Lord of all creation, come to us, we pray. 
 
Come Emmanuel. Sing we all, Noel. 
Come, Emmanuel, Savior, come! 

First Lesson:  Zephaniah 3:14-20  
L: Word of God, Word of Life.   C: Thanks be to God. 

Advent Candle Lighting 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
sing verse 3 

Children’s Time 
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Isaiah 12:2-6  
L: Surely God is my salvation; 
C:  I will trust and will not be afraid, 
 

L: for the Lord is my strength and my might; 
C: he has become my salvation.” 
 

L: With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
 And you will say on that day: 
C: “Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; 

make known his deeds among the nations; 
proclaim that his name is exalted. 

 

L: Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
let this be known in all the earth. 

C: Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 

Second Lesson: Philippians 4:4-7 
L: Word of God, Word of Life.   C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Lesson:  Luke 3:7-18 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

Hymn of the Day - Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 
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Sharing of the Peace 
Please take time to say “Peace be with you” as directed. 

Prayers 
Prayer Response:  P: Lord, in your mercy,  

C: receive our prayer. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Confession of Faith - Nicene Creed 
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Offering 
As you leave, you may place your offering onto the 

plate located at the back of the church  
or use the online options available. 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Creator God, 
you made the whole world, 

even the farthest stars, 
and you draw near to feed us. 

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. 
Strengthen us with this food 

that we may live in expectation 
for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

Great Thanksgiving  

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right… 

P: ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 
highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 
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Christ invites us all and wants you to be included.  
 

Musicians will take communion first, then with the guidance 
of the Ushers, please approach the altar from the centre 
aisle, form a single row at the bottom step of the altar 
between the two hand rails, please stand close 
to the bottom step, and stay together until the 
pastor has given each group a blessing.     
 

If for whatever reason, you are not ready to receive 
the communion elements, we invite you to come 
forward for a blessing from the pastor. Please 
indicate this by folding your arms.  

*All wafers and bread are gluten free. 

Holy Communion 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power and the glory,  
forever and ever.   

Amen 
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Communion Songs - We Are Waiting For Jesus  
(with refrain: In Silence We Wait)  

Refrain: 
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We Wait In Hope 
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Come, Emmanuel 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread 
of salvation. We thank you for coming among us, for leading 
us into peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for 
sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 

as we feed the hungry in your name. Amen. 

Blessing 

Announcements 

Come, O come, Emmanuel, 
Holy One, Deliverer, Redeemer. 
Free us from our darkness and lead us to Your light. 
Lord, we need the hope that only You can give, You can give. 
 

So come, O come, Emmanuel. 
Come, O come, Emmanuel. 
 

Come, O come, Emmanuel. 
You alone will be the One we worship. 
Make Your home among us and fill us with Your love. 
With our songs and praises we invite You in, we invite You in. 
 

So, come, O come, Emmanuel. 
Come, O come, Emmanuel. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
Come, O come, Emmanuel. 

Sue C. Smith and David Moffitt; 
© 2001 New Spring Publishing, Inc. 
CCLI #2540115 
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Newsletter Submissions  

Reminder to please email your 
submissions for the December edition to 
the office by Monday, Dec. 16, Thanks! 

O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
  that mourns in lowly exile here until the Son of God appears. 
 

(Pre-chorus) 
Come, bring the light of Your holy face; 
Heal our hearts with Your saving grace. 
The hope of nations now with us to dwell. 
 

(Chorus) 
Rejoice, rejoice;     We lift up longing hearts and sing. 
Rejoice, rejoice;     Let ev’ry tongue and nation ring. 
Rejoice, rejoice;     Almighty God and Savior, King. 
Rejoice, rejoice;     For great, triumphant hope You bring. 
 

O come, Thou dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here. 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
  and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
(Pre-chorus and chorus) 
 

O come, Desire of nations bind 
  all peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease; 
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
  shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
  shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
Cindy Morgan, Todd Fields and Jon Steingard; 
©2013 Atlantis Underwater Music/Checkpointchicky Music/ 
Fair Trade Tunes/Music At North Point/Robinson Lane Music/Seems Like Music 
Veni Emmanuel and Thomas Helmore 
©Words:Public Domain/Music:Public Domain  CCLI#2540115 

Sending Song - Emmanuel Come / O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

DISMISSAL      
L: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Acts 4:32, 34 

‘Now the full number of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul, and no one 
said that any of the things that belonged to 
him was his own, but they had everything 
in common. There was not a needy person 
among them.’  

The Book of Acts paints a picture of a community of faith 
sharing all that they have so that ‘there was not a needy 
person among them’—a community without poverty! 

As we are into the Advent Season, you are  invited to 
participate in the Reverse Advent Calendar Food Donation. 

Throughout the month, please assemble, one a day, food 
items and other goods into a box for our local Food Bank so 
others may experience this precious season with less stress 
and more joy.  

The items can be brought to church until January 4, 
2025.  These gifts of food will be delivered to the  
Strathcona County Food Bank the following week.   

Please see the list of ideas to consider including in  
your Food Bank gift box on the posters in the Narthex. 
 

You are also welcome to consider a gift card to  
a grocer.   A box will be available to deposit 
your chosen card into. 

As we prepare for the coming of Jesus, the light of the world, 

we have the opportunity to provide some “comfort and joy” to 

those in our community who are in need.   

Please consider donating items for the Reverse Advent 

Calendar as described above, as well as socks and winter 

items, as outlined on the next page. 14 
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Communicating About Holy Communion  
 
 

Advent is the season of anticipating God coming to earth in a physical 
baby - “The Word made Flesh”. Jesus Christ is God’s “Holy 
Communication”. In the sacrament of Holy Communion, we remember, 
give thanks for, and participate in this holy communication. During 
Advent, we are invited to the communion table every Sunday. We are 
invited to experience God’s presence in bread and wine, which we 
share at Jesus command to “do this in remembrance of me”. Even 
though Jesus commands us, he doesn’t force us. Holy Communion is 
holy because it is an invitation, an opportunity to receive and reflect the 
presence of Jesus Christ. We give thanks for the gifts of forgiveness of 
sins, life and salvation. And we proclaim his death, a death he died for 
us and for all, until he comes again. 
 

After worship on Sunday, December 15 and the following Sunday, 
you are invited to join over refreshments after worship to learn a 
bit more about the history, theology, and practice of Holy 
Communion. Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Pr. Markus 

Socks 
Please consider donating cozy socks to those in need in your 
community. Warm, dry, clean socks are extremely important, 
especially to those exposed to the elements during the harsh 
Prairie winters. It’s such a small thing, but it makes such a big 
difference. 
 

Winter Items  Needed for the Bissell Centre 

Toques/Glove/Mittens Coats 
Sweaters/Sweatpants Hand Warmers 
Boots Blankets/Sleeping Bags 
Garbage Bags Backpacks/Duffle Bags 
Long Underwear/Thermal Clothing 



 

16 

Copyright information: Text of Worship adapted from: Sundays and Seasons 2025,  
Year C ©2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used with Permission under License # SB167593. 
 

All music and lyrics under copyright protection are used by permission under CCLI 
License #2540115 ONE LICENSE #A-707263. 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI with license 
# CSPL 165542 and ONE LICENSE # A-707263.  All rights reserved. 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 
Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

22577 Highway 16  
Sherwood Park AB  

T8A 4T7 
 

Pastor Markus Wilhelm  
Intern Deacon Lisa Smith-Schroeder 
Phone: (780) 416-9594  
E-mail: glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 
Check out our Website: www.glorylutheran.ca 

The service this morning will be both recorded and live streamed.   
This can be accessed on our website, glorylutheran.ca.  

 
 Online  In-Person Offering  

(does not include PAR or online) 

December 8, 2024 30 80 $2901.00 

Attendance & Offering: 

 Thank You 

to those who made contributions to this week’s  
bulletin and to members who assisted in today’s service. 
Worship Planners, Altar Guild, Musicians, AV Techs,  

Greeters: * 
Ushers: * 
Reader: Joan Jeffery 
Acolyte: Anderson Ronsko 
Communion Assistant: Rhonda Berg 
Coffee Setup/Cleanup: Joyce Spitzke 
Counters: Linda Jones, Rhonda Berg 
Church Lockup: Sebastian Montoya 
 

Service Volunteers are needed for next week’s service.  
*To volunteer, please sign up online or on the easel in the Narthex. 

Events This Week: 
Confirmation - Thursday 6:30pm 

* (General Fund and Capital Building Fund)  

 January 1 to November 30 2024: 
 

Actual Offering*: $253,159 
Budget Offering Goal*:  $290,863 
Shortfall:                  $37,704 

http://www.instagram.com/glorylutheran
http://www.facebook.com/glorylutheran
https://glorylutheran-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/heidi_jones_glorylutheran_ca/EehqboIeQR5GuNvir6LQMCIBTDZkPPafRKx3B29na-qo4g?e=GOvM1I

