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A volunteer team, guided by leader Myrna Zilm, decorated trees in the sanctuary 
and narthex. They enjoyed soup, biscuits and dessert when the work was done.  
 

Back Row: Joan Jeffrey, Maggie Hensel, Sandy Heinsen, Marjorie Zelent, Donna 
Dawson.  Front Row: Judy Malcolm, Kwai-Lan Leslie, Sirkka Kadatz. (See page 7.) 
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A Message From Pastor Markus 

December 2025 

Finding a new homeé  
 

What better time than Christmas to welcome a family who has come to us from 
far away. Many of us have already met the Wayoro-Shomoro family at worship 
on Sunday mornings. On Reformation Sunday their two youngest children, 
Moses and Jabez, were baptized together with little Perry Thorbourne. 
Afterwards, we were served a rich and delicious lunch as well as freshly roasted 
and ground coffee, Ethiopian style, as we celebrated the life in Christ that we 
share. What a feast it was! Their daughter Shalom has joined our confirmation 
class and has started to assist in worship as an acolyte. 

Some of you are probably still wondering which name goes with which of their 
five children, or maybe you wonder about their last names, which are not all the 
same. Naming traditions in Ethiopian culture differ from Western (European) 
cultures. So we decided to spell them out for you together with a picture of the 
family in their home in north-east Edmonton, where Pr. Markus has been invited 
for a visit several times. 

The parents are Abera Wayoro and Eyerusalem Shomoro (She goes by Jerry 
too). The children are, by age: Wonigel Mekoro (He also goes by Gel), Shalom 
Mekoro, Galilee Wayoro, Moses Wayoro, and Jabez Mekoro. If you are still 
confused, just ask, or look at their name tags when they wear them on 
Sundays. And be sure to share your name again with them. They have many 
more to remember than you! 

The family came to Canada via South Africa about eight years ago. They came 
to Glory last June through the referral of Pr. Reg Berg of Prince of Faith 
Lutheran Church in Calgary, where they attended before coming to Edmonton. 
Abera grew up in the Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church which goes by the 
name Mekane Yesus. It is one of the largest Lutheran church bodies in the 
world. Abera worked as a pastor for his church, planting congregations and 
leading youth and childrenôs ministries. Jerryôs church background is Orthodox/
Coptic, a church that dates back to the very earliest mission in Africa, when 
according to the book of Acts the apostle Philip baptized an Ethiopian eunuch 
who was a minister in the government of the Candace, queen of Ethiopia. (See 
Acts 8:26-40). 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

The oldest son is Gel (Wonigel means gospel or ñevangelò) and attends Queen 
Elizabeth High School in Edmonton. Shalom is now in confirmation class at 
Glory. She and her younger siblings Galilee and Moses attend Catholic schools 
near their house. Jabez is attending day care. 

It has not always been easy for Abera and Jerry to find safe and gainful enough 
employment in Edmonton. Jerry has taken courses in caregiving for children and 
adults. Abera works as an Uber driver. However, this has not always been a 
safe environment for him. He also takes shifts as a security guard when he can. 
He and Jerry have now registered and purchased material for a cleaning 
business that they intend to run together. They are currently looking for 
contracts in private homes and in institutions like churches, day-cares, schools, 
etc. If you have need for cleaning around your own home or business, are 
looking for in home care-giving, or you know of someone who does, please 
speak with them or call our church office. 

We are so blessed to have the Wayoro-Shomoroôs in our midst! May God 
continue to bless this beautiful family and all of us, as we journey into the new 
year of our Lord together. 

Pr. Markus  
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As we move towards the end of this year, our discussions at council have 
turned to what lies ahead for Glory Lutheran Church in 2026. As part of that 
discussion, we have been going over the budget prepared by our Treasurer, 
plans for renewal of our mortgage, and funding for projects that are 
currently underway or proposed for the coming year. To support these 
projects, a special Christmas Donation form has been prepared for anyone 
who wishes to make a year-end donation to one of our ongoing projects or 
funds. 
 

Also part of the current discussion is the fact that our Annual General 
Meeting is coming up on February 8, 2025. We will be sending out our AGM 
Report in January and encourage everyone to come out to the meeting on 
the 8th, which will take place after our morning service (and yes, weôll pause 
briefly for a light lunch in between!). Iôd also like to encourage members of 
our congregation to consider serving on Council as there will be three of us 
stepping down in 2026, after having served two consecutive 3-year terms. 
Serving on Council does involve a time commitment ï we meet the second 
Wednesday of each month (usually with the exception of July) ï and the 
hope is that we will have someone to oversee each of the various portfolios 
(i.e., congregational life, communication & technology, youth, education, 
community outreach, worship & music, stewardship, human resources, 
property & maintenance, and facility rentals). However, being responsible 
for a portfolio does not mean that you will be working alone ï we have great 
teams of volunteers, for example, that work under the umbrellas of 
ñcongregational lifeò and ñproperty & maintenanceò. Whatever your 
particular interests or strengths are, Iôm sure there will be a niche for you. 
Serving on Council, or volunteering for service on any of our committees, is 
also a great way of meeting other members of the congregation and 
immersing yourself in our Glory family! 
 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas! 
 

Rose Schlegl, Council Chair 

December 2025 

Council Highlights 
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A big thank you to all the people who helped with the 
decorating of the sanctuary and narthex. Myrna Zilm and 
Marjorie Zelent spear-headed the project again this year 
with their great organizational, recruiting, and artistic skills. 
With the help of many others who contributed by bringing 
in the Christmas decorations out of storage, putting up the 
trees and decorating them, and many other big and small 
tasks, all was taken care of so thoughtfully and efficiently. 
Many many thanks!!! 
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Spiritual Spiritual  

Our  Our  

Journey Journey 
A Message from Pastor Nickel 

God at work in our lives ï Yes, or No?  God making use of what and who we are ï 
Yes, or No?   
 

On our Spiritual Journey on earth, we all sometimes feel alone, and yet at other 
times feel God is with us.  Looking closer: 
 

I became a serious student of World War 2 and of geography when younger. Years 
later in multiple parishes, I ministered to many people who had been in various 
parts of Europe and had experienced that warôs horror.   
 

Once, at a funeral I reminded the family that their husband and father had been in 
the largest multi-day tank-army battle ever, that it was full of incidents which scarred 
the lives of all the participants many times over!    But also, he had become as 
special as he was to them by being able with Godôs help and love to go beyond 
what happened in his war years. 
 

God was ñmaking useò of my background.  He wasnôt ñusing meò; rather he was 
making use of me and my experiences to give and administer His Love. 
 

Again, every so often I see something in my library of resources and review it again 
ï then a few days later make use of what Iôd reviewed to help someone in a 
particular way.  
 

Here again, I see God at work with us, making use of us, to help one another; and, 
yes, such things do and can happen with you too. [Pray about it, andé] 
 

It happens easier when we allow God further into our lives.  When we are baptized, 
our relationship with God comes more alive.  Our Triune God IS at work with you 
through the Holy Spirit  ï  more than you think. 
 

Thereôs no forcing of God on us.  Remember:  God is like:  standing outside the 
door and knocking, waiting -- God comes in love to be with us. 
 

Sometimes we humans have a hard time seeing God.  God is patient and loving -- 
Godôs love IS there for us.  Remember Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, the Coming 
of the Holy Spirit [Pentecost] ï all are given to us out of Godôs love for us.  [Donôt 
see it?  Pray about it; talk with someone about it.] 
 

The Bible reminds us that our Triune God at work with you through the Holy 
Spirit  ï  more than you think. 


