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We’re so proud of our confirmands! On Thursday last week, they wrapped
up their service project by baking a variety of cookies and packaging them
into gift bags. Each bag included a seasonal Scripture message, a greeting
from Glory Church, and a magnetic inspirational bookmark, all desighed to
brighten someone’s day. These thoughtful gifts were delivered in the week
before Christmas to those who may have difficulty getting out and about.
We pray they bring joy and warmth to those who need it most. Great job,
confirmands—wonderful teamwork!

Left to right: llse Michaud, Amalia Kalerantes, Mila Wareham,
Alianna Jones, Anderson Ronsko (more photos on p. 19)




A Message From Pastor Markus
\ “ Christmas 2024 ”
Dear members and friends of Glory Lutheran Church,

‘How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n.

No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.”

This is my favorite verse of “O Little Town of Bethlehem”. God’s gift is given silently. Not that
baby Jesus never cried - that is a romantic fiction. But the birth of a child is on one level an
unremarkable, ordinary event. Consider that there are 8.2 billion people alive on planet earth
today. Each day more than 350,000 babies are born worldwide and each day about half as
many people die, according to the counter on worldometers.info. Very few of those children
make headlines. Two thousand years ago the world population was only about 250

million. Jesus’ birth was probably recorded statistically in Bethlehem, since Joseph and Mary
were there to register for some kind of imperial census. But despite the angels and the
shepherds spreading the news, | doubt that very many people took notice of baby Jesus’ birth.
Like today, back then people got reduced to numbers by those in power. But God makes every
child count by becoming a child. “Every child matters” to God - indeed!

Some Christmas carols celebrate the good news of Jesus’ birth with bells and trumpets, loud
shouts of joy, and bright lights. And there is good reason for that kind of celebration. It is indeed
‘good news of great joy for all the people”, like the angel said to the shepherds and the host of
heaven sang in the sky over Bethlehem. But without the silence of the night, without the stillness
of the baby in the crib whom mom and dad have just hummed to sleep, we would miss the
meaning. Indeed, it is precisely the ordinariness of the birth of the Christ child that reveals the
extraordinary love of God for the world. “Love is not boastful’, St. Paul wrote. Love does not
need fanfares.
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Ironically, TV, radio, and the online world are very loud and hectic in these days leading up to
the “silent night”, as seemingly everyone wants to promote themselves, their products, their
accomplishments, their events. People with autism or others who are neuro-divergent, can be
overwhelmed by the noise and brightness of Christmas festivities. | read somewhere that
Edmonton now has a Christmas gift market for those who don’t do well with bright lights and
loud noises, a place to shop “silently”.

God imparts his gift silently, without fanfare and brilliant lighting. God does not hawk salvation in
the noisy mall. The world may do extraordinary things with little or no love. But God does
ordinary things with extraordinarily great love. The song writer says that “meek hearts” can
receive that gift of love. Jesus enters human hearts, but silently, unbidden, without TV ads. We
don’t know how. “No ear may hear his coming”, because sin has made us deaf to the sound of
silence. But despite our sin, God enters in. “The meek shall inherit the earth”, Jesus would later
say.

One thing | love about winter is the stiliness of fresh snow. Every sound is muffled by the soft
airy covering of the earth. | listen to the crunch under my feet during @ morning walk or run with
my dog Otto. And then | stop for a moment and take in the silence around me. | can feel and
hear my heart beating. | hear chickadees calling, feel snowflakes falling. What a gift God imparts
to human hearts in the beauty of creation! But what even greater gift God imparts in the beauty
of divine self-giving, in the silence of the stable, the holy night, in which a tiny human heart beats
with infinite divine love!

| hope and pray that amid joyful, noisy, and bright hours of celebration, you will savor the silence
and welcome the Christ child born for you.

“So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n.”

Pastor Markus Wilhelm
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December 2024

Council Highlights

Well, if you've been out to the church recently, you'll have noticed that Delnor
Construction has started the demolition and repair work to the front of our
building. Project completion is anticipated for mid-February. There should be
no difficulty with access through the front doors for Sunday services and during
Christmas week; however, it may be necessary to use the side entrances to the
building during regular workdays in January. We ask for everyone’s patience
while this work is being completed.

As you may be aware, our youth coordinator, Lizzie DeCorby, finished her
university degree earlier this year and has moved on to full-time employment as
an engineer. We wish Lizzie all the best in the pursuit of her new career! We
are currently looking for a new youth coordinator, so if you know of anyone who
might be interested, please speak to Sebastian Montoya, our Youth
representative on council. While the search goes on, Sebastian and Dani
Montoya have very kindly stepped in to organize some youth activities, with
assistance from members of Glory’s Grown-ups. Thank you to everyone who is
assisting in keeping our joint venture with Mount Olivet going.

A special thank you to Sebastian for representing Council at a recent cheque
presentation for grant funds received from the County Clothes-Line Foundation
in support of our youth program. We applied for a grant in support of the joint
youth program, and were successful in securing funds that will be used to
subsidize participation by our youth members in various activities. If you're not
familiar with the County Clothes-Line organization, you may want to check out
their thrift store located at 201 Athabascan Avenue. The store accepts
donations of gently-used clothing, toys, games, books and small household
items. The profit from the sale of these items then goes back into the
community through the County Clothes-Line Foundation, funding grants,
scholarships, and emergency supports.

And in keeping with that spirit of giving, thank you to those of you who have or
will be participating in Glory’s outreach programs during this Christmas season
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to help support members of our community. You'll find information elsewhere in
this newsletter and in our weekly bulletins about ways in which you can help,
whether it's collecting and donating socks and warm clothing, food items for the
Reverse Advent boxes, grocery gift cards, or donations to the pastoral
discretionary fund.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas,

Rose Schlegl, Council Chair Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
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PAR - Pre-Authorized Remittance Program

If you have automatic debits going from your bank account to pay for insurance,
utility bills, taxes, or mortgage, then you understand the PAR principle. It means
regular contributions throughout the year.

Many people use the PAR system for their church offering, finding it a
convenient way to take care of their regular commitments to the church month
by month.

Participation in this program is voluntary and the existing system of envelope for
cash or cheques is still in full operation.

How to get involved:

1. Decide the amount of your monthly offering.

2. Fillin the Pre-Authorized Remittance form (found at the back of the church).
Attach a sample cheque from your account marked “Sample” or “Void” OR
complete the required bank information on the form.

3. Place both in the envelope supplied and put on the offering plate, in the
office, or in Chelsea Ashton’s mail folder.

Quotes about PAR

‘| give by Pre-Authorized Remittance because my church is one of my
priorities.”

“Whether or not | am there... my church has on-going commitments every week
that need my offering. My church is important to me, and so is my financial
commitment to its work. That is why | use the PAR (Pre-Authorized
Remittance) system to fulfill my commitment.”

Advantages to the GIVER:

1. Regular support of your church in the amount that you choose
2. Continual support of your home church when you are away
3. Avoidance of “catch-up” periods

Advantages to the congregation:

1. Regular, dependable flow of contributions
2. Reduction of paper work and bookkeeping
3. Reduction in bank overdrafts

Thank you to those who are already using the PAR system!!
You are making a positive difference to Glory’s financial well-being.

Please consider increasing the amount of your offering to keep pace with
inflation. 6







