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Glory Lutheran Church Newsletter - 12.20 Edition  

 Light in the Darkness 
Glory’s “Light in the Darkness” project has 3 parts, 

all taking place during Advent: 
 

1. Lights on some trees at Glory and a manger—open for visitors! 
2. A Prayer Manger - An invitation to deliver prayers to the manger  
 (and maybe a small electric tea light candle).  
3. Donations of Christmas gift cards, clothing, and food bank items 

 
Please look within this newsletter for more information  

and the ways you can contribute to this project. 
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A PRAYER MANGER – LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 
We all long to be together with family and friends at Christmas time. As a worshiping 
community to miss Christmas worship services is hard. We will miss the festively 
decorated church interior, the lights, candles, poinsettias, trees, music, readings, 
singing, and so much more. However, maybe the story of Christmas itself will speak 
more effectively to each of us as we spend the holidays at home. After all, God came 
into the world without brass fanfare, flashing lights, and crowds of cheerful people. His 
birth was relegated to the manger in the corner of an overcrowded inn. Certainly, God 
will be with us this year in the absence of big celebrations. The light shines brightest in 
the darkness. 

But we don’t have to stay away from the church altogether. To help us in our devotion 
this Advent we are setting up a “prayer manger” outside our Glory church building for 
the duration of December. It will be decorated with lights and you are invited to come 
and pray at the manger, either by yourself, or with others from your household cohort. 
You can also write down a prayer and place it in the manger. If you would like, you can 
bring an electric candle and set it by the manger as a symbol of your devotion. The 
display will be up until the end of December. All provincial health rules of course apply 
to any activity on church property. 

In addition to offering prayer, why not bring a gift? We will collect items for the 
Strathcona food bank, as well as clothing and gift cards for the Inner City Pastoral 
Ministry, ICPM, an ecumenical outreach towards the inner city poor and homeless of 
Edmonton. Please see the announcements by the outreach committee in this 
newsletter. 

I pray that this year the story of God’s coming into the world will speak more clearly 
than before to each one of us. I pray that the Holy Spirit uses this unprecedented  

season to declutter our hearts and minds from the things that can obscure the 
radically good and always new news that “To You is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior!”  ~Pastor Markus 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5) 
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December 2020 

Nomination Committee – Each year as approximately one third of council 
members complete their terms, the nomination committee begins the process of 
contacting members who feel a sense of call to let their name stand for membership 
on church council. If you are moved to be involved in the life of Glory in a way that 
supports the congregation in answering God’s call, please contact Ellen Sitler or 
Rhonda Berg. 

Land Purchase Campaign - We would like to thank you, our Glory family, for your 
very generous gifts and your prayers as we have exceeded our goal of $300,000. 
To God be the Glory! 

Arrangements are being made to finalize this purchase. If you are still planning to 
donate towards the campaign, please don't hesitate to do so!  Excess funds will be 
used for legal costs and will also be applied to pay down the principal of the existing 
mortgage, which is up for renewal on 31 December. This will make a tremendous 
difference to Glory's future going forward. 

Thank you to Ellen Sitler, Pat Becker, Tammy Kihn, Gord Cruikshank, Carol Dreger, 
Caitlin Havens, Liz Wood and Barb Anderson for their work on the fundraising 
campaign committee. 

Thank you, as well, to the Stewardship Committee, chaired by Aroon Sequeira, for 
their leadership in this endeavor. Committee members include Aroon, Tammy Kihn, 
Nic Ronsko, Gord Cruikshank, Rose Schlegl, Pat Becker, and Carol Dreger. 

The Memorial Garden committee is looking forward to showing you the master plan 
for the Memorial Garden! They are tentatively planning two information sessions for 
January – one in the afternoon and one in the evening. The details of how we will 
meet will be communicated in the next few weeks. 

The pastor’s discretionary fund is a designated fund made available to the pastor 
to distribute for emergency financial aid. This fund is especially important 
considering the events of the past few months and the uncertainty going forward. 
Please consider making a special offering designated for the discretionary fund. 
Every donation will make a positive difference as we take care of our community .                                            

Thank you for all the ways you find to stay connected with members of your Glory 
family – phone calls, email messages, meals made and shared, helping with all that 
still needs to be done at the church, contributions to online and in-person worship 
services, and especially your prayers! 

Please don’t hesitate to call if you have any feedback, questions or concerns. 

Blessings, Pat, Council Chair 

Council Highlights 
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HUGE THANK YOU to those in charge of property who work so hard to keep 
our building like new.  We have a 10 year old building that looks brand spanking 
new and have all the past and current property councillors to thank for that!  

Thank you to our Kids Church families for 
helping to create Glory’s Christmas service. 
We are having fun and look forward to 
sharing with you on Christmas Eve. 

Thank you to Barb and 
Marjorie for organizing 
the opportunities for giv-
ing to the Food Bank and 

ve forwarded 
 

Thanks to our photographer, Dani Montoya. 



 

5 

Thank you to Barb and Marjorie (and the Outreach Committee)  
for organizing the opportunities for giving to the Food Bank and to ICPM. 

Thank you to Rhonda, 
Cole, Lynnette and Brett 

for putting up the tree 
lights and setting up the 

manger and bales for the 
“Light in the Darkness” 

project. 
 

Thank you to those of 
you who donated or lent 

extension cords and 
lights and to Dave for 
procuring straw bales! 
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Dear Glory Family, 
 
It’s hard to believe that it's less than a year since we stepped out in faith to 
purchase the remaining 28 acres of land, and only 3 months since we launched 
our campaign to raise the necessary funding. 
 
As a family of faith, we responded in a big way!  By mid-November, we reached 
our goal of $300,000 and have now surpassed it, with a total of $336,180.03 
(as of December 4)! 
 
In the midst of the pandemic, the physical separation and distancing, we still 
managed to come together, united in purpose and prayer. To God be all glory! 
 
Through your very generous gifts and your faithful prayers, we are now in a 
wonderful position, free to explore how best to use this beautiful piece of God’s 
creation for His glory and to serve His people.  The possibilities are limitless! 
 
We are so grateful for the funds raised beyond the goal amount. These funds 
will go towards the mortgage, which is up for renewal on 31 December. The 
Stewardship Committee is currently working on finalizing that. If there are 
additional funds received and identified for the campaign, they will also be 
directed to the mortgage. 
 
Thank you again for your prayers, your encouragement, and your very 
generous gifts. We look forward to continuing this journey, to writing the next 
chapter in our story as a family that God has brought together for His purpose 
and His glory. 
 
If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Pat or Aroon: 

 
Aroon:  780-901-9469  - asequeira@sequeirapartners.com 

Pat:  780-998-5345 - beckermp@telusplanet.net  

God’s richest blessing to you and your family! 

Respectfully, 

The Glory Fundraising Committee 

Glory Lutheran Church Fundraising Campaign 
Fulfilling God’s Vision for our Land: The Next Chapter 

mailto:asequeira@sequeirapartners.com
mailto:beckermp@telusplanet.net
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PRAYER IS... 
+ Prayer is speaking and listening to or resting in God.   
+ Pray where you are.   God is present everywhere and ready to listen. 
+ Have a definite time and place for prayer; anytime is ok too. 
+ Pray in a quiet spot, where you can be alone; anywhere is ok too. 
+ Get help from the prayers of others as in prayer books; free prayer is ok too. 
+ Pray to God simply and naturally, as to a friend.  Tell Him what is in your mind.   
+ Pray remembering the good things God has done for you. 
+ Review your blessings from time to time and give thanks for them in prayer. 
+ Pray for God's forgiveness, for the unworthy things that you may have done -- 

with a humble and contrite heart. 
+ Pray for the things that you need, especially those that will make your life more 

Christ-like. 
+ Pray for others, remembering the situations they confront and the help they need. 
+ Pray for the world in its needs, asking God to bring better things -- and offering 

your help to Him. 
+ Pray about everything else that God's will may be done in you and in the world -- 

His purposes are deeper and wiser than anything we can imagine. 
+ Pray and then start answering your prayer -- with thought, care, sympathy, 

understanding, and humility.  Prayer helps create the mood in which a miracle can 
happen.   

+ Prayer will calm our fears, renew our hope, and open the way to a new day, a new 
life, a new rebirth, a new strength. 

 

~Gary Nickel/adapted from a short article, "Personal Prayer", ARC 1999, by George Poulos Pr/CT 

Did you know we have a Prayer Chain at Glory? 
 

The Prayer Chain at Glory is available to anyone wishing to send or receive prayer 
requests.  It is private and confidential.  Members with or without e mail are welcome. 
 

Please contact Donna Dawson at dawsondl@shaw.ca for details. 
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Hi, Continuing OUR JOURNEY using the Church Year and the Bible brings us now 
to the end of the Church Year – but – We don’t end at the end. 

So, FIRST, let’s go closer toward the end of the Church Year.  Then, “All shall be 
revealed...” 

The later part of the Church Year focuses on the Bible telling of the Holy Spirit 
working with more and more members of the Early Church as the church grows.  
One example, Silas and Paul cast out a spirit from a slave girl and her owners have 
the two put in jail [Acts16].  That night, the jailer becomes “a believer in God”. 

The Spirit brings us life: calls, enlightens, and gathers believers into the Church in 
many different ways.  Since the Church is the “product” of the Spirit, Christians are 
grateful, and this flavor continues on in the Church Year. 

Out of the daily relationship with the Lord there flows a quality of life in which the 
early Christians  and we are empowered to be persons of love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. [Gal.5:22-
23]. Gifts of the Spirit were made known to the early church as well as to us, and 
we are invited to become “new”.  Yet we see it is an  invitation  because God does 
not force his way upon us. 

At the same time, the Holy Spirit provides help and encouragement and guidance - 
sometimes in obvious ways.  For example, have you opened the Bible today and let 
it speak to you?  Have you prayed meaningfully today?  Is there sin, bitterness, or 
unforgiveness in your life that you would like God to help you deal with?  Then call 
on Him in prayer, and you could ask someone in the church to help you... 

+ The Bible reminds us that before we can be filled with the Holy Spirit we need to 
confess and denounce the sin in our lives [2 Cor.7:1]. 

+ The Bible also reminds us that we cannot live the Christian life effectively under 
our own power and shows us examples of how the power of God has come to 
his people and helped them [Eph.5 ] [1 Cor.2:9-13]. 

+ The Bible reminds us that the Holy Spirit, as counselor, offers us advice:  ask for 
what you need.  Look!, See!, Reach Out!, and I will come to you, He tells us. 

And the Bible and the Church Year continue to encourage us to trust in God every 
day for strength and guidance.  A prayer says, “Help me to depend on You every 
day and walk by means of the Holy Spirit”.  We are not alone as we do it -- rather 
God helps us through the Spirit.  The Church Year brings us examples of God’s 
people at work, taking us through all the major stages and experiences of the 
Christian life.  [1 Cr. 12:25-30] [James 5:14-16, 19, 20]. 

Message From Pastor Nickel 
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NEXT, as WE COME EVEN NEARER to the END of the CHURCH YEAR, the focus of 
our journey moves with the Bible closer to the future.   

ONE FOCUS comes via an example from a friend: “The Spirit knows our future, so why 
should we be anxious?”   “Why/why not?”  Because, as we move each day farther into 
our future,  the Holy Spirit takes an active role in helping with life’s questions and future 
challenges. 

Even though each of us is different with very pronounced and distinctive spiritual and 
other needs, with our own varied inner-directed spiritual temperaments, the Holy Spirit 
reaches each of us in ways that are best for us. 

While God does not force anything on us, he is always here, now and in the future, 
loving us and being for us.  Take time to recognize God’s action in your life and His 
love for us so we can  in response  grow as Christians within ourselves and toward 
those around us. 

Paul also speaks about the freedom of Christ [Gal. 5:1] :  Christ sets us free because 
we find our identity in him, not in someone or something else –  then gives us the  
freedom  to love others [Gal.3; Eph.4].       

And then, the OTHER FOCUS at the end of the Church Year:  God promises never to 
forsake us and never to allow anything to separate us from his love [Romans 8:31-39]. 

The end of the Church Year speaks to the Christian Faithful at the end of time: then, we 
will be together with Christ and together with many heavenly blessings.  Visions of life 
after death are shared and how good it will be.  All of this is a part of our Journey of 
Faith and Life. 

Then the Church Year closes by revealing –  Christ as King over all, of the power of 
God triumphant over sin, death, and evil, and with Christ the King reigning “over” all 
and “above” all. 

NOW WHAT?  OUR JOURNEY  using the CHURCH YEAR means that the Journey 
reaches the end of the Church Year at around the end of November, four Sundays 
before Christmas [Nov.29, in 2020]. 

Next, as it has for many hundreds of years, the Church Year starts anew. 

Advent and preparation for Christ's birth and then Christmas and Christ's birth... 
Onward to Jesus' ministry, death and resurrection for us, and our focus on his going to 
heaven and the coming of the Holy Spirit – all there to help and guide us in our new 
Church Year and our new calendar year. 

It's truly a never-ending opportunity to focus our lives on God at work in the world, and 
draw closer to Christ in OUR faith and life.  Jesus has been with us during this Church 
Year, and He will be with us always. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!     ~Gary Nickel  
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Dear Beloved of God –   

As a child I delighted in viewing CBC Hymn Sing on my 
grandparents black and white television screen with my identical 
twin and three younger siblings.  I loved the arrangements of the 
familiar hymns, as well as the physical arrangement of the choir.  
Often at night for many years my brother and I would sing the 

concluding Hymn Sing benediction before we closed our eyes.  

I was enthralled as the Von Trapp family sang during the movie, The Sound of Music.  My 
siblings and I would break out into our own musical renditions often performing for family and 

friends. 

Together we sang for weddings and celebrations, with our mother at the piano.  As children 
our song favorite was a version of a hymn sung now at all family funerals, “Children of the 

Heavenly Father,” with a simple descant line that soared into the heavens. 

And then I began to play for worship.  My piano playing often in duet fashion with the organ.  

Soon my cousin and I were leading the singing during Sunday School openings.  

My love for music continued post-High School with piano performance serving as my second 
major.  Accompanying college musicals and voice and instrumental majors, leading 
congregational song from the piano during chapel services, playing for convocations and 

graduations.  

And, playing for my own personal need.  When I needed to step away, or forget, or rest, or 

weep. 

These past months I have returned again and again to music as a spiritual practice.  

Music has again become my prayer, for music is life-giving for me - body, mind, and spirit - a 
spiritual practice that grounds me, refreshes me, and quietens me when I am inclined to go a 
madly off in all directions.  I am reminded of Luther’s words that, “next to the Word of God, 

the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world.”  

Music, in these past months, has served as a reminder to me of what it is that I believe.  
Music and text seep into my bones in ways that didactic information never will.  Music sinks 

under my skin shaping the very way I perceive this world - this uncertain time. 

Music, in these past mon this has been born anew in me for music, profound music, is born 
at times when there is no other possible way for something to be expressed. Here I am 
mindful of the words of Aldous Huxley, who in his magnificent essay titled, “The Rest is 

Bishop’s Message - November 2020 
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Silence,” said: “After silence, that which comes nearest to expressing the inexpressible is 

music.”  

Music, in these past months, has connected my experience with that of the people of God of 
all times and places. The incredible and moving performances of individuals gathered 
around the world via technology to sing, to dance, to make music together. The grandmother 
cradling and humming gently to the child who is afraid. Those gathered to grieve and mourn 
the death of a church leader from this vicious virus and hearing the trumpet proclaim God’s 

presence and resurrection promise.   

Cellist Yo-Yo Ma often shares the story of the first concert he played after September 11. In 
the face of that country’s catastrophic loss, the orchestra members wondered: Do we play, 
or do we cancel? Together, they chose to continue with the performance as planned. 
Remembering that moment, he wrote, “Music will be the way that we will come together, 
because we’re asserting ourselves as a community, as a people, as a city, as whatever. And 

we need to be together.” Yes, together.  

Music as spiritual practice. Life-giving music. 

Recently I have learned a new hymn which continues to make its entry into my life. “God of 
the Movements and Martyrs.” This hymn was written by David LaMotte on a commission 
from the North Carolina Council of Churches in honor of their 85th Anniversary. It was 
arranged and recorded in six different styles by five different artists and premiered the week 

of June 15, 2020. Search the hymn title on YouTube. Please.  

The lyrics form images which come repeatedly to my mind. The melody is simple and 
memorable. The cadences locate me in God. I am grounded, refreshed and quietened. The 
hymn is life-giving. It shapes my perception of the world even in this time. It expresses 
profoundly what is not easily, if at all, able to be expressed. It connects my experience with 

others, bringing us together.  

Music as spiritual practice.   

   
 Fund Raising - Bottle Drive 

 

 The Church is always collecting bottles so please keep those empty  
cans, bottles and milk cartons coming in.  Thank you, Doug Sime, for taking 

them to the recycle station.  All proceeds go towards the church general fund. 
 

Please only include REFUNDABLE beverage containers. 
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Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
Please note that Heidi may be working from home due to the 

pandemic. Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during 
office hours.  Please call the office if you would like to visit the church. 

22577 Hwy 16,  
Sherwood Park, Alberta,  

T8A 4T7 

 
 

Phone: 780.416.9594 E-mail:  glorylc@telus.net 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm  E-mail:  pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca  
Check out our Website:  www.glorylutheran.ca 

Are you looking for meaningful 
Christmas gifts? The CLWR Gifts 
from the Heart 2020 Catalogue 
has arrived. Copies can be found 
in the Narthex and outside the 
church in the mailbox to the right 
of the front doors. You can also 
find the whole catalogue online 
at www.clwr.org/GFTH  

http://www.clwr.org/GFTH?fbclid=IwAR2w8Sae8-3ZFCIkF1MJ0cPeeFh5cYAotZb5I8JdUnEwKjZZynnLa5Pqkis

