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A Message From Pastor Markus 

November 2025 

Welcome to Advent. Itôs not yet Christmas!  

But the artificial trees popped up a month ago in my neighborhood!? (The AI 
assistant and spell checker also just popped up because it knows the adjective 
ñartificialò should not be used to modify the noun ñtreeò. Poor AI, still having to 
catch up with the modern world...)   

Advent means ... well, advent. Coming. Ar-rival. A rival to Christmas. 
(Christmas does not mean masses of people going to church but the Mass (a 
medieval term for Holy Communion) of the birth of Christ.   

Advent and Christmas are as different as a baby either inside or outside the 
motherôs womb. And thatôs a huge difference as any mother will tell you. Itôs the 
difference between in-carnation (another fancy medieval term 
meaning enfleshment) and out-carnation. (Turns out the AI spell 
checker doesnôt have enfleshment in its vocabulary either. Poor AI).   

Do we have the nerve to wait, gestate, dilate, allow ourselves to be opened to 
the presence, the present of God-in-the-flesh? Artificial things are immediate. 
They arrive in your inbox, on a screen, in the blink of an eye. But even an online 
order takes time to arrive ñin the fleshò. Did you ever think about the flesh and 
blood person who drives that van and takes the package to your doorstep? 
They too were a baby once, an embryo, expected by a mother to arrive on their 
birthday. Do you ever think about the person who packaged that gift you 
ordered on a screen? Did you ever think about the people who produced it, who 
grew the materials or mined the minerals that went into it, who designed, 
manufactured, assembled the ñfinished productò?  That was an Advent all its 
own: the time it took for the Earth to make whatever humans use to make 
whatever we order to make Christmas.   

And thatôs the mistake we make: because we donôt make any of it. Because 
Christmas is not a product, though Advent advertising is wanting us 
to believe the myth. Christmas is not a product, because Jesus isnôt. Jesus is 
God, not a myth. He is the Word: a statement about the universe and who made 
it, who keeps it real, holds it together. This Jesus is not artificial, two 
dimensional or plastic, but as real as the birth of an infant, the result of waiting 
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and nurture, expectation and longing, excruciating labor and pain. Jesus is as 
real as the longing in you to have what canôt be had now. So we wait, 
because itôs Advent. Always Advent. Not Christmas.   

The Christ of Christmas come to us in Holy Communion   

We have decided at Glory to celebrate the real presence of the real Jesus this 
Advent every Sunday with bread and wine. As we come to holy communion with 
God and each other, I hope that you will ponder the advent of God in the reality 
of everyday. God comes at us every day, every way, everywhere. Thatôs why 
the communion celebration is so important: a humbling reminder that we are not 
our own makers, we are not in charge of saving the world, or of making 
Christmas happen, or of any other event in our lives. We can simply come and 
receive with open hands and lips the gifts of God.   

The Advent We Actually Have  

This is the title of a devotional book for the Advent season which we started 
using in the office at Glory. Itôs by Canadian author Kate Bowler, whose writings 
I have enjoyed for a while and highly recommend. Anyone can join Heidi and 
myself for this time of devotion on Wednesdays at noon. And if you like, you can 
make it a daily habit, alone or as a family, in your home. Just click the link for 
free access: https://katebowler.com/advent/  

Letôs make this Advent a real Adventure!   

Pr. Markus  
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?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖШΝ-ΞΞЯШΞΜΞΡШШШ~ŸŰĬċǃƚШΤ-ΦƓůШEÑ 
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]ŸШƣŸ őƣƣƓƚаооĤŔĤũĲƖĲůŔǂĲĬЮĦċоťĲĲŰŔŰŊ-ĦŸƨƖƚĲ-ƖĲŊŔƚƣĲƖШШŉŸƖШůŸƖĲШŔŰŉŸЮ 

https://katebowler.com/advent/
https://bibleremixed.ca/keening-course-register
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MEMORY RECIPE BOOKS  
We will be doing another printing of the Glory Recipe Memory 
Books! They can be pre-ordered through the church office or after 
church on November 30.  They are $25 each.  
 

GREETING CARDS 
The youth will be selling handmade greeting cards - including 
Christmas cards - after church November 30 The cards have been 
lovingly made by the youth, parents, Joan Jeffery, Dani Montoya 
and Aliya Colwell. Cards are $6 each or $20 for 4.  
 

The funds raised will be going to support  
the Glory youth program! 
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Volunteers, Lay Leaders, and Staff, please join us 
for Weekly Devotions every Wednesday at 
Noon, beginning November 26. 

This will be a special time to pause, pray, reflect, 
and be encouraged as we prepare for the 
success of our church services and ministry work. 
Pastor Markus will lead us in uplifting devotionals 
to strengthen our hearts and unite us in purpose. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Weekly  
Office Devotions  


