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I recently had the pleasure of taking a day off work and joining our womenôs 
lunch group that meets twice a month to discuss books. The book discussed 
that day was one that I would highly recommend ï Savannah Guthrieôs Mostly 
What God Does: Reflections on Seeking and Finding His Love Everywhere. A 
number of the essays in it struck a chord with me, but one paragraph that stood 
out for me that day was the following: 

At my church in New York City, as in most, volunteers are essential. Volunteer 
greeters, volunteer setup, volunteer takedown, volunteer A/V, volunteer choir, 
volunteer readers, volunteer organizer of volunteers. Our beloved pastors are 
the churchôs leaders, but come Sunday, the members make the place work.1 

Council met later that same day and, in the course of our meeting, we received 
updates and discussed matters ranging from: 

Ŀ the status of canopy repairs; 

Ŀ the progress of our diaconal intern; 

Ŀ a proposed survey of congregation members; 

Ŀ changes to our digital policies; 

Ŀ fundraising for the garage; 

Ŀ the potential for shared activities with other ELCIC churches in our area, 
particularly with respect to youth; 

Ŀ first aid training and the replacement of onsite medical equipment; 

Ŀ upcoming Advent services and communion during Advent; 

Ŀ the collection of food and warm clothing to help those less fortunate; and 

Ŀ in advance of our Annual General Meeting at the beginning of February, 
budget planning for 2025 and the make-up of our Council for 2025. 

I am grateful for the wonderful team of people who work on Council and for the 
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...continued from previous page 

many other volunteers here at Glory who ñmake the place workò. We are 
volunteers with a variety of backgrounds and interests, but a common goal in 
making things work. There are so many different ways in which you can 
contribute to the life of this community, whether it is to join council or a 
committee, such as community outreach, to greet or usher or read or assist with 
communion during services, to sing in choir or praise band, to serve coffee after 
service, to teach Sunday school or help out at youth activities, to mow the lawn 
or shovel snow, to é well, you get the picture. 

So, does any of this sound like something you might be interested in? 

Rose Schlegl, Council Chair   

Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca  
1 Guthrie, Savannah. Mostly What God Does: Reflections on Seeking and Finding His Love Everywhere (pp. 273-274). 
Thomas Nelson. Kindle Edition.  

mailto:Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
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Share Godôs love with the world and make a meaningful difference in the 
lives of ithers, give Gifts from the Heart this Christmas! Canadian 
Lutheran World Reliefôs new Gifts from the Heart catalogue has 
something to inspire and delight anyone on your list this year. Itôs full of 
meaningful, tangible gifts that will touch your loved ones and share Godôs 
love with the world!  
 
Glory Lutheran Church also has a CLWR Fundraising Webpage where we 
can collect donations that go directly to CLWR to use where needed most.  
Clean water, emergency food, a new source of income, hope in crisis ð 
what will your gift become?  
https://www.clwr.org/fundraisers/glory-lutheran-churchs-fundraiser 

Copies can be found  
on the table in the Narthex or 
shop online at clwr.org/GFTH.  

https://www.weberfuneralhome.ca/obituary/Wayne-Schmidt
https://www.clwr.org/fundraisers/glory-lutheran-churchs-fundraiser
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Gloryôs Garage 
The Facts:  
¶ Glory has experienced numerous thefts from its property specifically yard 
maintenance tools and machineryé. Yupéthatôs true!  
¶ The cost of a new garage will be between $50-60,000é. Yupéthatôs true!  
¶ The repairs to the portico will still go-ahead even with a garage buildé. Yupé
thatôs true!  
¶ Your donations to help build the garage go into the capital building fundé. 
Yupéthatôs true!  
¶ This is not a ñman-caveò because women and men help with ground careé. 
Yupéthatôs true!  

 

Additional Detailed Info: 
As many of you know, at long last we are planning for the construction of a 
garage on our property. We are currently waiting for a building permit from 
Alberta Transportation. This is apparently required for any construction project 
that is within 800 metres of a highway. Quotes obtained to date indicate that the 
total cost of the garage will be in the range of $50,000 to $60,000.  
 

The proposed garage is being built for secure storage and servicing of our lawn, 
snow removal, and other equipment.  
¶ Storage space within the church is at a premium and we have outgrown the 
sea can as well.  
¶ A proper structure would improve the appearance of our property and ease 
the operations of our property committee. The sea can doors, for example, 
are very heavy and can make the movement of equipment in and out difficult. 
The sea can is not suitable (and potentially dangerous) as a workspace for 
repairs due to its narrow width.  
¶ We have experienced several thefts from sea cans and shed in the past few 
years. We believe the garage would aid with theft prevention and fire 
suppression, as it would be visible over a wide range and provide an 
excellent vantage point for security cameras.  

 

Please consider a special donation toward the building of the garage. These 
donations should be directed to Gloryôs Capital Building Fund with a note that 
they should go to the garage building. You can follow the fundraising progress on 
the ñmodelò of Gloryôs Garage (located in the Narthex). 
You will have noticed that repair work is needed on the portico. A catering truck 
ran into the west end of this structure and revealed water damage resulting from 
a design flaw when the church was constructed. Several repair options are 
currently being considered. We are planning to go ahead with the garage project 
regardless of the portico repair work. Although the cost of this repair has not 
been determined, Glory currently has money in a ñrainy dayò fund which can be 
used for this repair.        Thank you!     ~Your church council 
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We extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to 
Mike Lee for creating 
exquisite miniature 
artwork on the model 
of Glory's Garage, 
now displayed in the 
church Narthex. 
Children and youth 
from Glory's 
community will bring 
these masterpieces to 
life with colourful 
contributions, 
symbolizing donations 
received for the 
building's 
construction. Thank 
you, Mike, for your 
creativity and 
generosity - we look 
forward to a vibrantly 
colourful garage! November 22, 2024 



 

8 

Spiritual Spiritual  

Our  Our  

Journey Journey 

A Message from Pastor Nickel 

On YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY OF LIFE, what helps make your faith 
LIVE?      
Is it God with you?    And, Others?  

Have you ever been just sitting there and all of a sudden you feel like doing 
something nice for someone you care foré THATôS GOD the Holy Spirit 
talking to you.  

Have you ever been feeling down with nobody around for you to talk 
toé  THATôS GOD, wanting to talk with you.  

Something wonderful happens that you didnôt expect or ask foré  
THATôS GOD, knowing your heartôs desires.  

The phone rings and an unexpected friend is there to share something 
special with youé THATôS GOD.  Some say that there is no such thing as 
ñcoincidenceò.  

Youôre in ña situationò and donôt know how itôs going to get better, but later 
you look back andé THATôS GOD, with us, helping and guiding us.  

And GOD COMES TO US   
+ through Holy Communion/Eucharisté  
+ through His Caring Community, the Church, united in faith, forgiveness, 
and loveé  

+ through one anotheré   

And GOD COMES TO US THROUGH THE BIBLE and makes us LIVE.  
+ The Bible is Godôs Word speaking to us, and thatôs one of the most 
perceptive interpreters of life that I know.    

+ The New Testament is a very good place to encounter God, right?  
[Not sure?  Then include prayer to help youé]  

GOD SPEAKS TO US through his Word, through the writings of people who 
experienced the Mighty Acts of God through the centuries.    
Consider Godôs Mighty Act of sending Jesus:  a sacrifice for us and our sins, 
and that also gives us His promise of eternal life.    
Godôs love for His People speaks throughout history -- and to us now.  
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On your spiritual journey of life, what helps make your faith LIVE?  

+ If you want to be a mechanic, learning includes being with a good 
mechanic and finding out how they do it.    

If you want to be a faithful Christian, other Christians can help you.  

+ Swimming involves getting into the water.  Learning to love and help 
people as a Christian involves reaching out to them ï scary maybe, but 
those are opportunities to experience Godôs love in new ways.  

Dare to love others as a Christian ï because God loves us.    

BE THANKFUL FOR YOUR MANY BLESSINGS. I try to; you can too.  

THEN IN RESPONSE, share Godôs blessings  -- because   

God shared His best with us -- Jesus!  

  

                                         Together in Christ on our Spiritual Journey,  

                                         Gary  

                                                          PS: I like one-liners; hereôs some:  

                        +  We worship as we live ï and we live as we worship.  

         +  Christ uses us as his hands, feet, and mouth, even his smile.  

+  Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are 
truly endless.  

                                                    - #2=J.I.Packer.  #3=MotherTheresa.   

Prayer Chain 

Did you know we have a Prayer Chain at Glory?  
 

The Prayer Chain at Glory is available to anyone wishing to send  
or receive prayer requests.  It is private and confidential.   

Members with or without e -mail are welcome.  
 

Please contact Donna Dawson at dawsondl@shaw.ca  for details.  
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óNow the full number of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged 
to him was his own, but they had everything in common. There 
was not a needy person among them.ô  

The Book of Acts paints a picture of a community of faith sharing all that they have 
so that óthere was not a needy person among themôða community without poverty! 

As we are on the doorstep of the Advent Season, you are  invited to participate in 
the Reverse Advent Calendar Food Donation. 

Throughout the months of mid-November and December please assemble, one a 
day, food items and other goods into a box for our local Food Bank so others may 
experience this precious season with less stress and more joy.  

The items can be brought to church until January 4, 2025.  These gifts of food 
will be delivered to the Strathcona County Food Bank the following week.   

Ideas to consider including in your Food Bank gift box: 

Food Items 

Kraft Mac & Cheese             Boxed milk              Juice boxes 
Canned veggies                   pasta sauce            Cooking Oil 
Ready to serve soup            Spices                     salt and pepper 
Ready to serve chili              coffee                     jelly or jam 
Box of Cereal                       Tea bags                 Sugar 
Tuna                                     crackers                  Rice 
Hamburger Helper                peanut butter           
Instant hot porridge              Stove Top Stuffing 
No sugar free fruit juice        No sugar added canned fruit 

Non Food items 

Dishwashing detergent        Feminine hygiene products 
Baby Wipes.                        Tin foil or plastic wrap 
Reusable grocery bags       Toothpaste  or toothbrushes              
Bar soap                             Can opener  

Gift Card 
You are also welcome to consider a  
gift card to a grocer.   A box will be  
available to deposit your chosen card into. 

Acts 4:32, 34 
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Siblings in Christ,  

ñAnd Jesus said to them,  óGo into all the 
world  and proclaim the good news to the 
whole creation.ôò    Mark 16:15  

Proclaim the good news! When I first began 
preaching, I was pretty nervous about 
putting myself ñout there.ò I wasnôt sure how 
I would be received as people heard my 

sermons. Iôve grown a lot since then, knowing that God is very present in the 
Word and that preaching can change lives, including my own. Iôm not so 
nervous anymore!  

Preaching is one way we ñproclaim the good news.ò Yet, Mark isnôt just 
speaking about preaching; he is actually saying that our whole lives ought to 
proclaim good news to the whole of creation. Which is to say we can never 
keep it for ourselves.    

Godôs good news is never for us alone, thatôs why we share it.  Imagine if the 
biblical writers kept their thoughts to themselves, or if Martin Luther decided it 
wasnôt worth the effort to write things down. Where would we be? It is 
because of the generosity and commitment of those who came before us that 
we are still here today. The generations who came and built the very 
churches (and ministries) where we worship have entrusted us with 
tremendous resources - an abundant legacy. And now, it is our turn.  

There is a lot of pressure on congregations these days and itôs easy for it to 
sidetrack us. Resources and attendance have declined and we might be 
afraid to share what we have. What ñwordò then, are we proclaiming by our 
lives and actions? Sometimes we think that what we do as ministers or 
congregations is for this day or for the members of our congregation. We are 
invited however, to live and act into Godôs invitation for tomorrow just as our 
ancestors did. When we keep the wealth of the gospel (good news, people, 
resources, buildings, etc.) to ourselves or for our own benefit, then we are 
acting ñcurved inò as Luther might say.  

The challenge then is, in all circumstances, to keep our trust in God. In doing 
so, our work benefits the whole people of God, because we know it is not our 

Bishopôs Message - November 2024 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page. 

own. We learn that the common good of all is the aim of Godôs work; and when 
the common good of all is our goal, then we benefit too.  

I pray that as a Synod we can intentionally work toward the common good, all 
of creation and for those who will come after us. Sounds like an appropriate 
prayer as we remember the Saints this November!  

Blessings as you proclaim good news,  

Bishop Trish Schmermund  


