CHURCH
Matters

Gl ory Lutheran Ch-drlcR2 3N&wWS

Sunday, December 17, 2023, 12:30 pm

Broadmoor Golf Couse Club House

2100 Oak Street

Full Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings- $36 per person
Minimum of 50 guests needed! (Cost includes dinner, GST, & tip)

Please sign up with your fee in advance at the table in the Narthex
Questions? Contact Group Two
Marjorie Zelent 780-467-5363 or Eula Regehr 780-467-2227




YIqA Message From Pla7s|—e—zMa
November 2023

Last Sunday evening my wife Andrea and | attended a service of prayer for peace at an
church in Edmonton. We were given a sheet with some music and told that we would be
half hour of silence. So we sat in the pews for 30 minutes in silence, no background mus
the occasional clearing of throat or noise from a car on the street. During this silence for
first thought about the conflict in the Middle East, the hundreds murdered in Israel by Ha
sassins, particularly the children, those abducted and mistreated. | thought about the Pa
families of Gaza who have endured many years of isolation and deprivation as well as i
incursions, essentially imprisoned on a narrow strip of land for generations and who now
ing to flee but are not readily welcomed anywhere. | thought about the Ukrainian cities tt
been bombed for nearly two years and the families that have fled for their lives. | though
those who remain behind, those injured in body and traumatized in mind and spirit. | tho
about the Hasan family waiting for permission to resettle in Canada.

Those thoughts occupied me for maybe the first 10 minutes of the half hour of silence. N
thoughts then turned to conflicts closer to home. The disagreements | had that day, and
have experienced over time with my wife, daughter, parents, siblings, church members,
bors. | spent about 10 minutes in silence dealing with whatever came up as | thought ab.
relationships. And finally, my thoughts began to focus on what was going on inside myse
own conflicting thoughts and desires, t
will and my own, between what | say and what | do.

| realized during those 30 minutes of silence that there is conflict everywhere. Not just in
dle east, or in Ukraine, but all around and inside me. But unless | address the conflicts ir
how | can even pray for the conflicts elsewhere?

APray for the peace of Jerusalemo, the
ple stood when this psalm was prayed. In the temple is where the presence of God was
intimately, i1itds where the commandments

an i mage of Gosdab which thepniest,would lspinkielelaod fsom a sacri
cial animal to atone for the sins, the conflicts, among the people and between the people
God.

That temple is gone. But our hearts and our bodies, and also our relationships and the c
the temples, the places where God is mo
is heard in our conscience and where Je
throned, fulfilling the peacemaking liturgy by his blood on the cross. Waiting in silence fo
minutes brought some clarity to me about where peacemaking starts.
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During the season of Advent we refocus as church on waiting. Although Advent has bec
season of busy preparations for Christmas, the best preparation we can make for peace
That s the work of Advent. Why not try
December? Maybe a 15 minute period to start. See what happens when you just wait.

My hope and prayer for you this Advent is that it be less preparation of what you think m
pen and more waiting for what God wants to happen in you, for you, and through you fol
This is my prayer for you as you enter the silence of waiting. Rather than making Christr
Ahappeno, wait and pray for the will of
in your relationships, in your church, in the wider community, and, yes, finally also to the
the earth.

Pastor Markus
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GLORY

Council Highlights

November 2023
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Guided by the Spirit of God,
we walk with the people of the
inner city of Edmonton...
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IN CONCERT

STEVLE BELL

“The genre that is Steve Bell
never ceases to provoke
and inspire”

—DIANE GIBBS, SANTE FE

SHERWOOD PARK ALLIANCE CHURCH

1011 CLOVER BAR ROAD

DATE - ——— TICKEIS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
7:00 PM
DOORS OPEN 6:00 PM

IN PERSON:
SHERWOOD PARK ALLIANCE

ONLINE:
TICKETS $ 2 5 STEVEBELL.COM

[=] e [m]

- ; il NEW CD AND
EEEEE \ | 150 PAGE BOOK

SIGNPQST MUSIC [EI=
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https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=41170cd93c&e=8e35e03235
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A P E A GGEaOPART of OERIRITUAL JOURNEduUrs and mine.

Yeah, sounds good,ibandtédearywmads abomnuti
Last month, there wae than 40 countries who are involved with war andaenflict

add to that the Middle East.

Ava and | were in Israel and Palestine
Palestiniaside coffee shop and it looked just like onexwet, the bignrmila ¢ hi n e 0 s
cover had a meteng row of bullet holes all across it. We and another couple WitE__us We

the only Awesterner so st ayi ngThenussuesn h
and concerns between the two groups were being tatkandaboyove50 years !

later, a lot of leaders and people are not willing to sit down together & try to;&me“‘v% t
50yearold issues. .

Add to this steywover the yearsjstakes on all sidemplicated the issyet,.the }

issues remain Add some leaders promote their own agendas and stir up the waters
their own political purposes or to stay in Ad@ether power groups take sides and get
involved, and proxy groups and natiemsh@ixown problen®sdd: unresolved issues
can bring more radical attempts to be heard, and violence is advocated to try tofinall
thingsln this stew, where is peace in all this? .
ADD:Some ask, wiex i ght and whods wrong? Consi
any one side ALL right, or ALL wr8eg®tjesn Us v er sus Themo N S
problem than a few years ago, and anger and fear is used to sell power, money, pres
supporters, and for some a profit froBulyan peace or justice hevehen there are
many sides and many opinions & many issues & no talking together!

ADD: One faction of the many involved in this region decides to do enough bad thlng
the other side will retaliate massively and hurt innoceintvahctdgreople nearby [and
will also be condemned by others in the world]. No peace there.

BUT FOR CHRISTIANS, the Bible is our principal help for our spiritual jourreey of life
very good place to go for help. It speaks of love and peace, including: Jesus speaki

practicing Aloveo, giving the exampl e
speaking of peace. In a recent Bible lesson, Amoswails ias REACEBNdJUSTICE
now, notlatet hr ough what we do and say or
prayers. [

continued on
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.continued from previous page.

Geographicallyjusticeis hard to find there for all the people who live in the Middle East.
All people of Israel are not and do not think or do-tm®sdmall the Palestinians.

Hamas in Gaza is not like all the people in Gaza. Hamas is different than the West Bal
government, and each is different than the half dozen other groups around Israel who
issues with Israel. Palestinian people in Gaza are not like all the West Bank Palestinie
the Arab people in Israel. All are not for or against all of the samenihieasy

answers here.

Israel also has differing politicians with differing perspectives, and not all people suppc
agree with the coalition party in powe

AZi oni s midbutdisnisra has rmanyt degrees of meanings with varying implicatio
for who controls what and how. And we he&eaifitisthit properly relates to a

religion [not a government or its practices which can be more easily criticized]. [And a
donodt -Mwslimgstamic @ablems inthe world.]

This stewof various peoples and interests includes those who take no side, so, no eas)
answers here, and sometimes historically, little justice.

Contrast that with what JESUS invites us to

+ try to work for peace and justice in ways we-@ad speak out to those around us
about injustices when we encounter them.

+ Pray for peaceCan we seek to understand peoples and help find understanding
among peoples? One community liveapenson there prayed for peace and later
was involved in the peace process in Ireland as a part of a group program that helg
citizens there on all sides come together and understand each other more than the
before; it |l ed to their AGood Friday
Try to avoid taking sides in confli@sd keep especiallgnind and iprayer the

people caught in the middle of fighting everywhere.

= + Then, looking at PEACE, a lamk @®eacemaketss b ut t hat 6s f or n

Together in Christ,

Gary Nickel

=& P S + + And t hen t h duted@rsChurdh @ théoly tahde r a n
who visited here and told us of their work with others toward peadding help and

health care for people of all religions in need there including via the Lutheran hospital i

Jerusalem and we help them and their work through our giving to Canadian Lutheran

World Relief.
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