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A Message From Pastor Markus 

Last Sunday evening my wife Andrea and I attended a service of prayer for peace at an Anglican 
church in Edmonton. We were given a sheet with some music and told that we would begin with a 
half hour of silence. So we sat in the pews for 30 minutes in silence, no background music, only 
the occasional clearing of throat or noise from a car on the street. During this silence for peace, I 
first thought about the conflict in the Middle East, the hundreds murdered in Israel by Hamas as-
sassins, particularly the children, those abducted and mistreated. I thought about the Palestinian 
families of Gaza who have endured many years of isolation and deprivation as well as military 
incursions, essentially imprisoned on a narrow strip of land for generations and who now are try-
ing to flee but are not readily welcomed anywhere. I thought about the Ukrainian cities that have 
been bombed for nearly two years and the families that have fled for their lives. I thought about 
those who remain behind, those injured in body and traumatized in mind and spirit. I thought 

about the Hasan family waiting for permission to resettle in Canada.  

Those thoughts occupied me for maybe the first 10 minutes of the half hour of silence. My 
thoughts then turned to conflicts closer to home. The disagreements I had that day, and conflicts I 
have experienced over time with my wife, daughter, parents, siblings, church members, neigh-
bors. I spent about 10 minutes in silence dealing with whatever came up as I thought about these 
relationships. And finally, my thoughts began to focus on what was going on inside myself, my 
own conflicting thoughts and desires, the gap between my ideals and my realities, between Godôs 

will and my own, between what I say and what I do.  

I realized during those 30 minutes of silence that there is conflict everywhere. Not just in the mid-
dle east, or in Ukraine, but all around and inside me. But unless I address the conflicts inside me, 

how I can even pray for the conflicts elsewhere?  

ñPray for the peace of Jerusalemò, the Bible tells us in Psalm 122. Jerusalem is where Godôs tem-
ple stood when this psalm was prayed. In the temple is where the presence of God was felt most 
intimately, itôs where the commandments where stored in the ark, the golden box that served as 
an image of Godôs throne, the mercy-seat on which the priest would sprinkle blood from a sacrifi-
cial animal to atone for the sins, the conflicts, among the people and between the people and their 

God.  

That temple is gone. But our hearts and our bodies, and also our relationships and the church, are 
the temples, the places where God is most intimately experienced. It is where Godôs will and law 
is heard in our conscience and where Jesus, Godôs lamb that was slain and our high priest, is en-
throned, fulfilling the peacemaking liturgy by his blood on the cross. Waiting in silence for 30 

minutes brought some clarity to me about where peacemaking starts.  
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Ladies Bag Lunch (Book Club) 
 

The Ladies Bag Lunch group meets at noon in 
the Narthex at church on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of most months. Exact dates are 
posted on the online GLC calendar. Bring our 
own bagged lunch and spend time visiting, 
sharing laughs, and discussing books that the 
group has chosen to read. For more information 
please contact Susan Ronsko or Rita Spain. 

During the season of Advent we refocus as church on waiting. Although Advent has become a 
season of busy preparations for Christmas, the best preparation we can make for peace is to wait. 
Thatôs the work of Advent. Why not try to keep a period of silence each day during the month of 

December? Maybe a 15 minute period to start. See what happens when you just wait.  

My hope and prayer for you this Advent is that it be less preparation of what you think must hap-
pen and more waiting for what God wants to happen in you, for you, and through you for others. 
This is my prayer for you as you enter the silence of waiting. Rather than making Christmas 
ñhappenò, wait and pray for the will of God to be done. Let it be done in your own heart first, then 
in your relationships, in your church, in the wider community, and, yes, finally also to the ends of 

the earth.  

Pastor Markus 
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Thatôs actually funny, if you think about it!  
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As we move closer to the end of the year, the focus of much of our 
discussions at council has been and will continue to be the planning and 
budgeting for projects that we hope to proceed with in 2024. 
 

I mentioned in our last newsletter that we have experienced some property 
thefts at Glory over the past few years and that weôre looking at a number of 
measures to enhance the security of our property.  One proposal under 
discussion has been the building of a garage for more secure storage of 
lawn, snow removal, and other equipment.  The garage would also provide an 
area for servicing of that equipment.  Quotes are currently being obtained and 
we are looking at pricing that would have a contractor doing all of the work, as 
well as pricing for packages that would require some of the work to be done 
by members of our congregation.  If you have skills, expertise, or time that 
you can offer to this project, please email or speak to one of the members 
of our property committee ï Dave Hauf or Lynn Spain 
(property@glorylutheran.ca).  If you are interested in helping with fundraising 
for this project if it goes forward, please contact our vice-chair and head of the 
stewardship committee ï Kurtis Ashton (stewardship@glorylutheran.ca). 
 

We have also been talking with an organization known as SPICE (Solar 
Power Investment Cooperative of Edmonton) about the possibility of 
installing solar panels here at Glory.  Members from SPICE were on-site in 
August/September to look at the feasibility of such a project.  They have also 
been reviewing our electrical consumption and costs.  We anticipate that they 
will present their findings/proposal at the beginning of our next council 
meeting in December.  If you are interested in learning more about this and 
would like to attend the presentation, please contact me at 
council.chair@glorylutheran.ca.    
 

Another project getting underway is the review of council and committees 
here at Glory.  We are hoping to streamline operations and get more people 
involved in committee work.  You may have been (or soon will be?) 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page. 

approached by a member of our nominations committee ï Rhonda Berg and 
Donna Dawson ï and asked to consider serving on council 
(nominations@glorylutheran.ca).   
 

If you feel that you donôt have the time to commit to a position on council, we are 
also more than happy to have you serve on one of our many committees.  
As part of our Congregational Life ministry, for example, Pat Becker has 
organized a team of volunteers who take turns overseeing the weekly Sunday 
Coffee hours (glc.life@glorylutheran.ca).  Each volunteer provides that oversight 
approximately once every two months.  I enjoy being a part of this team, both for 
the camaraderie established with the other team members and for the 
opportunity to connect with members of our congregation on those Sundays 
when Iôm behind the kitchen counter. 
 

Weôre looking at possibly setting up another team of volunteers to provide 
rides to individuals who may have difficulty getting to church.  Although our 
services are live streamed, weôre aware that not everyone is connected to the 
technology required in order to attend worship from home.  Even those who are 
able to do so may want to attend services in person on occasion.  If you think 
you might occasionally be able to provide a lift to and from church for another 
parishioner, please let us know and provide the name of the area you live in 
(glory.office@glorylutheran.ca).  Similarly, if you think you would make use of 
such a service, let us know your name and the area you live in.  If we have 
enough volunteers, we may be able to match up drivers and riders. 
 

Lastly, we have also had discussions at council recently about perhaps taking 
on another intern.  There is a candidate for diaconal ministry who is available 
to start an internship in 2024.  Discussions to date have centred around the 
roles this individual might take on during the internship and the possibility of part
-time supervision being provided by Deacon Dr. Faith Nostbakken, as well as 
the funding requirements involved.  If this initiative goes forward, we will likely 
also require volunteers to serve on an internship committee which would meet 
approximately once a month over the course of a year.  Another great 
opportunity to get involved in service within our Glory community! 
  
As always, please email me if you have questions or concerns that you would 
like to bring to the attention of Council. 
 

Many blessings, 
Rose Schlegl 
council.chair@glorylutheran.ca 
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A Quick Physics Lesson on Mechanical Advantage  
from your Council Nominations Committee  

In the 3
rd
 century B.C. the Greek mathematician and physicist 

Archimedes is credited to have invented the idea of a ñsimple 
machineò and the principle of ñmechanical advantageò.  

There are different types of simple machines: pulleys, wedges, 
levers, screws, wheel & axles.  Utilizing simple machines 
reduces the effort required to accomplish a goal - this is 
ñmechanical advantageò .  

Imagine the story in Mark 2 about the friends of a paralyzed 
man who lowered him through a roof to set him in front of 
Jesus.  Imagine if one person had tried to lower the man 
through the roof; how well would that have worked out? 

They didn't use a pulley system but they did use mechanical advantage with 
several bodies working together. While this story is about so much more than 
just teamwork, we are reminded that  working together with others gives 
greater reward, more assistance, and in the end is just plain smart!   

In the 4th chapter of Ecclesiastes we read about working together.  

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if 
they fall, one will lift up his fellow; but woe to him who is alone when he falls and 
has not another to lift him up. Again, if two lie together, they are warm; but how 
can one be warm alone? And though a man might prevail against one who is 
alone, two will withstand him. A threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

There are many committees, groups, many hands-on and prayerful ways that 
you can work together for the glory of God, including being on Church 
Council.  It is a call from God. It is an opportunity for you to work together with 
other congregation council members to guide our church in its faith, financial 
and strategic planning direction. It is supporting the mission of Glory Lutheran 
Church. 

The Council  Nominations Committee may be coming to speak with you to 
prayerfully consider bringing  your ñadvantageò (your wisdom, skills, strength 
and talents) to the 2024 council and help us work together so that our efforts 
may glorify and honour God.   

If you have any questions on how you can get involved please contact Donna 
Dawson (Congregational Representative), Rhonda Berg (Council) or Rose 
Schlegl (Council Chair). 
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Request From ICPM (Inner City Pastoral Ministry): 
 

It is again the time of year that we are beginning to think of the Christmas 
season and how to shine some light on the cold and dark days in our Inner-City 
Community.  The ICPM is filling bags for their annual Christmas gifts for the 
homeless and families in need that they  reach out to on a daily basis.  

Our congregation plans to support this meaningful outreach again this year. We 
would like to thank you for your generous participation in the past and ask if you 
would be able to help us out again this year.  

Here are the ways you can participate: 

* Gift cards for Superstore or Walmart (these two stores are accessible by 
public transit and will stretch the dollar for our families) $25.00 
denomination preferred.  

* Warm hats and gloves/mittens. These do not have to be new with tags. If 
you have items that are clean and in excellent used condition they would 
be appreciated as well. Darker colours are preferable.  

* New Socks  

* New men's and women's long underwear  

* Toiletries 

A bin will be available in the narthex for the clothing and toiletry items.  Please place 
your purchased gift cards in an envelope and place in Barb Andersons mail folder.  

Collection of gift cards and clothing items will  
start November 26 and continue until December 10. 

 

If you have questions, please call Barb Anderson at 780-467-8500 
or Marjorie Zelent at 780-467-5363, who are working on this ministry on behalf of the 
Community Outreach Committee. 

Christmas Gifts for Those in Need 
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Art Auction for The Lutheran Theological Seminary Grace Fund 
  

LTS is holding an online Art Auction of 15 paintings by John Dyck; 
the paintings are a welcome gift from alumnus  

Pastor Eric Dyck (LTS class of 1984).  
 

Proceeds will be directed towards LTSôs Grace Fund for Faculty.  
Pastor Eric is motivated to share this legacy of his fatherôs paintings with the 

seminary, knowing the funds raised will aid future ministry. 
 

These works will be offered in the óAffordable Art Auctionô, an online art 
auction hosted by the Saskatchewan Network for Art Collecting (SKNAC) ï with 

all opening bids under $100. 
 

The online bidding closes soon, on Sunday, December 3rd. 
 

Here is the link to the SKNAC dedicated auction site: 
https://connect.invaluable.com/saskatchewannac 

Search "Dyck" on the site to view the 15 paintings by John Dyck. 
This is an opportunity to purchase a beautiful work of art  

and to support LTS, simultaneously! 

 

 
"Autumn Scene" 

https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=41170cd93c&e=8e35e03235
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Journey Journey 
Spiritual Spiritual  

Our  Our  

ñPEACEò  IS  a PART of OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY, yours and mine. 
Yeah, sounds good, and everyoneôs for ñpeaceò ï but then, what about todayôs headlines?!   
Last month, there were more than 40 countries who are involved with war and conflict.  Now, 
add to that the Middle East. 
 

Ava and I were in Israel and Palestine 3 years after their very big ñ1967 Warò.  We entered a 
Palestinian-side coffee shop and it looked just like one here -- except, the big milk-machineôs 
cover had a meter-long row of bullet holes all across it.  We and another couple with us were 
the only ñwesternersò staying overnight on the ñArab sideò of the former divide.  Then, issues 
and concerns between the two groups were being talked about -- and now, over 50 years 
later, a lot of leaders and people are not willing to sit down together & try to resolve these same 
50-year-old issues.   
 

Add to this stew, over the years, mistakes on all sides complicated the issues, yet the 
issues remain.   Add:  some leaders promote their own agendas and stir up the waters for 
their own political purposes or to stay in power.   Add: other power groups take sides and get 
involved, and proxy groups and nations mix-in their own problems.   Add: unresolved issues 
can bring more radical attempts to be heard, and violence is advocated to try to finally change 
things. In this stew, where is peace in all this?   
ADD:  Some ask, who is right and whoôs wrong?  Considering all historic and present issues, is 
any one side ALL right, or ALL wrong?]   Besides, ñUs versus Themò IS a much greater 
problem than a few years ago, and anger and fear is used to sell power, money, prestige, 
supporters, and for some a profit from war.  But, no peace or justice here -- when there are 
many sides and many opinions & many issues & no talking together! 
ADD:   One faction of the many involved in this region decides to do enough bad things so that 
the other side will retaliate massively and hurt innocent and non-involved people nearby [and 
will also be condemned by others in the world].  No peace there. 
  
BUT FOR CHRISTIANS, the Bible is our principal help for our spiritual journey of life, a 
very good place to go for help.  It speaks of love and peace, including: Jesus speaking of and 
practicing ñloveò, giving the example of God the Fatherôs love for us through Jesus, and 
speaking of peace.  In a recent Bible lesson, Amos calls us to work for PEACE  and JUSTICE, 
now, not later -- through what we do and  say or donôt do and donôt say, as well as through our 
prayers. 
 continued on next page... 
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Geographically,  justice is hard to find there for all the people who live in the Middle East.  
All people of Israel are not and do not think or do the same -- nor do all the Palestinians.  
Hamas in Gaza is not like all the people in Gaza. Hamas is different than the West Bank 
government, and each is different than the half dozen other groups around Israel who have 
issues with Israel.  Palestinian people in Gaza are not like all the West Bank Palestinians or 
the Arab people in Israel.  All are not for or against all of the same things -- so, no easy 
answers here. 
Israel also has differing politicians with differing perspectives, and not all people support or 
agree with the coalition party in power or what they do. We may hear about Israelôs 
ñZionismò as a factor ï but Zionism has many degrees of meanings with varying implications 
for who controls what and how.  And we hear of anti-Semitism -- it properly relates to a 
religion [not a government or its practices which can be more easily criticized].  [And also, 
donôt forget anti-Muslim/Islamic problems in the world.] 
This stew of various peoples and interests includes those who take no side, so, no easy 
answers here, and sometimes historically, little justice. 
 

Contrast that with what JESUS invites us to:  
+ try to work for peace and justice in ways we can -- and speak out to those around us 

about injustices when we encounter them. 
+ Pray for peace.  Can we seek to understand peoples and help find understanding 

among peoples?  One community I was in ï a person there prayed for peace and later 
was involved in the peace process in Ireland as a part of a group program that helped 
citizens there on all sides come together and understand each other more than they did 
before; it led to their ñGood Friday Peaceò. 

+ Try to avoid taking sides in conflicts, and keep especially in-mind and in-prayer the 
people caught in the middle of fighting everywhere.   

+ Then, looking at PEACE, a look at our ñPeacemakersò ï but thatôs for next timeé                                                                 
      Together in Christ, 

                                                                               Gary Nickel 
 
PS  ++  And then thereôs the Lutheran Bishop for the Lutheran Church in the Holy Land 
who visited here and told us of their work with others toward peace, providing help and 
health care for people of all religions in need there including via the Lutheran hospital in 
Jerusalem -- and we help them and their work through our giving to Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief. 
                         

...continued from previous page. 
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