
 

  

CHURCH 
     Matters 

Glory Lutheran Church Newsletter - 11.21 Edition  

Glory Lutheran Church 
Community Garden Potato Dig 



 

2 

Digging Potatoes 

What a lovely day to 
harvest potatoes from the 

common area of the 
community garden.   

 

Many thanks to 
volunteers!   

 

Approximately 150 lbs 
was donated to the 

Strathcona Food Bank 
and Mustard Seed 

Church in the inner city. 

Thank you volunteers.   
We have no idea what 

the most unusual 
potato was.  Maybe a 

bulldog? 
 

Photos by Tim Kihn 
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“Remembering the Saints” 
Glory Lutheran Memorial Garden 

 
Many churches celebrate All Saints Day with services of remembrance.  

It is a day to remember the saints, "saints" by the New Testament meaning of "all 
Christian people of every time and place." It is a day to celebrate the communion of 
saints as we remember those who have passed away, both in our own congregation 
and throughout the Church universal. 

But we also remember them throughout the year. We remember the way their eyes 
crinkled when they smiled. We remember the sound of their voice. We remember 
their touch and shared laughter. We remember walking through life together. We 
remember a shared love and friendship. We remember. 

Nature also has a way of evoking memories of our loved ones – the song of a bird, 
the colour of a flower, the lilting flight of a butterfly, the buzz of bees, the blaze of 
sunlight through the leaves.  

The memorial garden will be a place to celebrate and remember the lives of those 
who have gone before us and even to anticipate the saints who will come after us. A 
place to spend time in prayer and reflection. A place to marvel in the beauty of life 
that beats in the beauty God has gifted to us. 

We continue to ask for your prayerful support for the opportunity God has provided in 
the form of beautiful land. We also ask that you prayerfully consider financial support. 
The situation for each family is different.  If you have already given – thank you! If 
you are planning on giving but haven’t yet, we encourage you do so as it will help in 
planning. If you are unable to financially support, we thank you for your prayers!  

If you have questions regarding the Memorial Garden please reach out to Rita Spain 
(780-953-9555), or to Ellen Sitler (780-604-5970) for fundraising questions. 



 

4 

November 2021 

Message from Pastor Markus 

Service of Prayer for Healing 
 

During the past two years the world as a whole and our lives individually have 
suffered an extraordinary amount of physical illness and death, social upheaval, 
anxiety and depression, spiritual emptiness and emotional brokenness. Much of it is 
related to the pandemic, but by far not all. As a Christian community, we are called 
and equipped to pray for our world, each other, and our selves. Jesus invites all 
who are weary and burdened to come and rest with him. God’s will is to restore the 
world and each of us to wholeness, life and joy. That is what the service of prayer 
and healing is about. 
 

“The ministry of healing is an integral part of our Christian witness. We each stand 
in need of healing, but in this ministry we recognise also the social dimension. The 
healing of divided communities and nations, and the healing of the earth itself, have 
their place alongside the healing of broken bodies, hurt minds and wounded hearts, 
and of the hurts and divisions within ourselves. Our prayers are complementary to 
the work of medicine and other forms of healing, which are also channels of God’s 
loving and transforming purpose. In our service we shall name particular people, 
places and situations for which prayers have been specifically asked. We do this 
because each person and situation is known to God, not as a problem to be solved, 
but as a focus for God’s acceptance and love. We are not seeking to change God 
but to change the world; and we trust God that our prayers will be answered, 
although we do not know when or how healing will happen.” (From “Iona 
Community, Service of Prayer for Healing”, Wild Goose Publications, used by 
permission) 
 

Come, pray with us. Receive prayer for yourself and your loved ones. Bring 
hope and blessing to the world! 

 

Wednesday, November 24, 7 pm 
 

Thursday, November 25, 2:30 pm 
 

Please note the change in Date and Time! 
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God of compassion and love, 
we offer you all our suffering and pain. 
Give us strength to bear our weakness, 

healing even when there is no cure, 
peace in the midst of turmoil 

and love to fill the spaces in our lives. 
Glory to God,  

from whom all loving flows, 
glory to Jesus,  

who walked the path of suffering love, 
and glory to the Spirit,  

who brings light into the darkest places. 
Amen 

 

(Iona Community,  
Scotland) 
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Gorgeous 
yellows 
and reds 
on the 
natural 
trail. 

 
Photos submitted 
by Tim Kihn  
Oct. 2/21 
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Spiritual  Spiritual  

A Message from Pastor Nickel 

Consider, "AFTER" -- ie., what comes next during our Spiritual Journey of Life. 
You buy something,    or wonder about something,    or something happens, 
and what happens AFTER that?     Or, you become a Christian -- 
and after that?!?     

  

1--Ok, you buy something and instructions are there to help you AFTER that. 
+Hmmm:  the frozen dinner box says, "DEFROST BEFORE EATING".  Really. 
+For those with allergies, the peanut butter jar said, "MAY CONTAIN 
PEANUTS".   Really. 

+The box with your new iron said, "CAUTION!  DO NOT IRON CLOTHES ON 
BODY!"      

+After you got it home, the box had 24 pages of ESL instructions and no 
illustrations! 

 

But, AFTER we become a Christian, we know  that the Bible is there to help 
us with our faith, to find God's direction, to find instructions for us as we live in 
the world. 
 

2--So you wonder about something -- then what comes AFTER that?  Find it on 
Google? Or talk to a friend?  Maybe go online with Social Media for opinions? 
We know now that Facebook uses algorithms to suck in people to their sites as 
a part of their business model.  Some in the company are now reported to have 
ignored ethics concerns; one of their formulas was shown to harm some girls 
with challenges. 
 

Or, we want to know what's happening in the news.  Until 1987, the US had 
a "Fairness Doctrine" whereby all news had to be presented in a balanced way. 
We know of the historic journalistic standards for good reporting, such as proof 
that a second or third source agrees with what happened -- still in effect today 
in some places. Yet there are those who now own media and report only what 
does not bother their advertisers; others report as a kind of lobby outlet; others 
report after bending the  fairness "rules" that were in place for power, 
persuasion, profit, etc. 
 

continued on next page... 

Journey Journey 

Our  Our  
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After we seek the news, if we don't know the difference between accurate 
news reporting, and "misinformation" AND "disinformation",  we can be led by 
those whose job is to mis-lead.     ...Remember that prayer? -- "Forgive me, 
God, for the rumors that I've heard today and shared with others." 
 

When we listen or watch "The Media", do we remember that there are many, 
many different kinds of media?      When we hear a media message, do we 
critique it whether we agree with it or not?      Do we keep listening when we 
hear "fear" and "distrust" after we tune-in, or do we seek and find "care" and 
"love" -- even God's love? 
 

The Bible tells us that the world won't automatically get better when we 
become a Christian, and reminds us that the world IS full of evil as well as 
good.     But also: "...Lord, why don't YOU do something about this ugly 
situation here on earth?", & the heavenly voice replied, "I did do something  
-- I made YOU!" 
 

3--And so,  something happens! -- and AFTER that? 
Her brother Sam has cancer and it's only downhill from now on; dying will be 
soon. Her kid has wrecked more cars, been in more fights, drunk too much, 
and is now considered a "bad dude". 
 

That's what brought her to stop her truck on Main Street and just sat crying. 
She couldn't feel the Lord anymore.  She couldn't see how she was going to 
make it.  Then Mac came out of the store and told her it would be okay. 
And Sven from the bakery saw her and, remembering that night he was  
drowning himself at the tavern and she came in to sing, he stood by the cab 
of her truck and patted her arm.  Before long she had gathered a small crowd. 
 

The word she heard from all those people was that God was and would be 
with her.  Maybe Sam would die and the kid would keep on embarrassing 
her, but God was still with her -- and with their help, her faith could see 
it.  And after some time she had the strength to drive home, filled with some 
of the love and peace of God which passes all understanding. 
 

Who helps you to see God?       Who do you help to see God?  
Can you cast out "fear" and replace it with God's love -- for you and others? 
Can you encourage one another?  [see, Hebrews] 
 

We have an awesome responsibility - and opportunity with the Holy Spirit's 
help.  
 

~Gary Nickel 

continued from previous page... 



 

10 

Glory 50 Plus Celebrates 
 

An excited group met outdoors for the first time in almost two years. Glory 50 
Plus gathered for an outdoor visit and to celebrate the 90

th
 birthdays of Mike 

Lee and Gerry Regehr. Mike and Gerry, who have been friends for many years, 
celebrated their 80

th
 birthdays together too – when a big crowd was able to 

gather at the church. Folks still remember all the laughter around bringing 
toonies and loonies to purchase goats for a couple of “old goats.” By the end of 
the afternoon, more than 25 goats were purchased through Canadian Lutheran 
World Relief, who thanked the “old goats” for their creative contribution.  

Well, ten years have passed since then, and COVID-
19 has demanded that we meet in a different way. 
And since the “old goats” are still going strong, the 
Glory 50 Plus group was determined to gather. 
Armed with chairs, warm jackets, mittens, hats, and 
even a few blankets they social distanced, sang the 
Happy Birthday song, ate cupcakes, sipped coffee, 
and spent a couple hours visiting in the sun. 
 
The gathering gave us opportunity to welcome some 
new faces to the group – Barb Anderson, Eleanor 
Resler and Elden Josephson. We hope to see more 
new faces in the group when we can safely meet 
indoors. Right now, the team leaders agreed we 
should delay any indoor gatherings till 2022. Since 
the group does not usually meet in January or 
February, please expect to hear from the Executive 
as they make plans to meet next March. 
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https://www.clwr.org/covid-19-response-gifts https://www.clwr.org/products/matching-gifts 

https://www.clwr.org/products/share-opportunity https://www.clwr.org/products/tiny-hearts 

 

Our online Gifts from the Heart catalogue is full of thoughtful and 
creative gifts that will make a meaningful difference in the lives of those 
who need it most.  Bring joy to your loved ones and change the lives of 

people around the world this Christmas! 
https://www.clwr.org/gfth2021 
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Do you want to make a difference in a child’s faith life?  
 

Do you have a willingness to support our children in  
their faith journey with love, compassion, and patience? 

 

If so, Sunday School is for you! 
 

Glory Lutheran Church is looking for  
volunteers for the following roles: 
Sunday School Coordinator(s) 

Teachers and Assistants 
 

QUALIFICATIONS: A sincere desire to positively impact  
the lives of children and to share God’s word!  

You need not be a biblical expert! 
 

Persons of all ages (from confirmed youth to long-time members)  
are encouraged to get involved. 

 

Contact: Greg Jeffrey  
greg.jeffery@ata.ab.ca 

 

Commencement date is to be determined, dependent on 
congregational comfort with the state of the pandemic after resuming 

in-person worship and the filling of these roles. 

Effective immediately, the Glory Lutheran Church Office email is:  

glory.office@glorylutheran.ca  
 

To ensure you continue to receive our enews and congregational 
announcements, kindly add the new email address to your address book  
and delete the old telus.net email address.  If you haven’t received the 

enews, please check your Spam and/or Junk folder(s) and if you find an 
email from Glory, mark it as NOT SPAM or NOT JUNK. 

 

The old email account will not be monitored after  
December 31, 2021. 

mailto:glory.office@glorylutheran.ca
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Dear Beloved of God –   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

We continue to give thanks for all who so willingly served as 
delegates and for those who attended as guests at our 
Synod's 2021 online convention this summer. Although 

unlike a traditional in-person convention, it provided, nevertheless, opportunity to meet, worship 
together, set goals, reflect on our Synod's ministry during the last three years, and discuss 
important business of the Synod, including financial matters. We trust that the pre-convention 

meetings were helpful in preparing delegates for convention. 

We are also thankful for the faithful support of the Synod, through prayer and benevolence and gift
-giving. Such support makes it possible for the Synod to assist congregations in living out the 

mission priorities of the Synod. 

As this year draws to a close, congregational councils and treasurers begin planning budgets for 
next year. As you consider next year's plans, here is some data which might be helpful: at present 
we anticipate that Synod benevolence will be $620 000, leaving a shortfall of $40 000 (a 6% 
deficit). This year, some of the shortfall was covered by grants from the government, and some 
anticipated expenses (especially travel) were not necessary. But we know that if benevolence 
stays the same next year, and there are no grants available, with travel expenses perhaps again in 

play, the Synod will not be able to meet its budget. 

Delegates at our July convention endorsed a Synod budget for 2022 which included 
congregational support totalling $660 000. This is the anticipated benevolence received directly 

from congregations across the Synod. 

As you prepare your budgets for next year, we ask that you, as councils, treasurers, and 

congregations, prayerfully consider how you might be able to financially support the Synod. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 

 

 

Bishop’s Message - November 2021 
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Service Volunteers Needed! 
 

Greeters: Greet people at the door with a smile.   
Ushers:  Distribute service bulletins, assist with 

distanced seating, count attendance, secure 
offering, collect bulletins. 

 

Please sign up on the calendar on the easel stand 
in the Narthex at church or contact the office. 

 

All Greeters & Ushers are expected to arrive at church 
at least 30 minutes prior to their assigned service.   

At least one Usher should stay at their post for  
5 minutes after commencement of the  

service for latecomers. 



 

16 

 

Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
Please note that Heidi may be working from home.   

Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during office 
hours.  Please call the office if you would like to visit the church. 

22577 Hwy 16,  
Sherwood Park, Alberta,  

T8A 4T7 

 
 

Phone: 780.416.9594 E-mail:  glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm  E-mail:  pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca  
Check out our Website:  www.glorylutheran.ca 

Actual Offering*:   $238,359 
Budget Offering Goal*:  $250,585 
Short by  $  12,226 
*(General Fund & Capital Building Fund) 
  
Thank you for your ongoing financial support. 
 
If you need any help with giving options 
(envelopes, PAR, e-transfer or Canada Helps) 
please contact the church office. 

Finance 
Corner 

Update for  
January 1 to  

October 31, 2021: 

 Fund Raising - Bottle Drive 
 

 The Church is always collecting bottles so please keep those empty  
cans, bottles and milk cartons coming in.  Thank you, Doug Sime, for taking 

them to the recycle station.  All proceeds go towards the church general fund. 
 

Please only include REFUNDABLE beverage containers. 


