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Message from Pastor Markus
November 2020

<3
Is it sunrise or sunset? Looking at the sky > 88
on this Reformation Day 2020, without o
context, it's hard to tell. Was the " A
Reformation an ending or a beginning or
something in between, or both? Are the
elections and goings-on south of the
border an ending or a beginning, or
something else altogether? Is the
pandemic an ending or a beginning or “the
new normal’?

Morning or Evening?

It can be impossible to tell without an
appropriate context, just like in the picture.
What was the orientation of the camera? What time of year was it? What else was going on?

Here is the context: The Creator made and sustains the universe. Jesus Christ was born at night,
at the apex of world history. He died as the sun darkened at midday. He rose on Easter morning
above the horizon of time. The Holy Spirit animates all creation and creates faith inside us.

Morning and evening, day and night are relative, not absolute — they depend on where you are
located. Empires, diseases, technologies and ideologies are relative too, not absolute. The world
may be spinning out of control, but it is but a speck orbiting the sun. Thank God the earth is not
the centre of the universe! Planets, stars and galaxies — none are absolute. The Creator God is.
Jesus Christ reveals to us the heart of the Creator as love. And love never ends (1 Cor 13). Let us
be oriented towards God, towards Jesus Christ, towards love and light.

“Though hordes of devils fill the land, all threatening to devour us, we tremble not, unmoved we
stand; they cannot overpower us.” (Martin Luther)

“For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor power, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (St. Paul, Rom 8:38-39)

“‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Letter to the Hebrews 13:8)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all!

Pr. Markus



Glory Lutheran Church Fundraising Campaign
Fulfilling God’s Vision for our Land: The Next Chapter

Dear Glory Family,

It's hard to believe that we are at the end of October! It has been a long haul,
standing up to the Coronavirus this spring, summer, and fall. How we have
missed seeing each other, worshipping, talking, laughing together, grieving with
and loving one another! We look forward in anticipation to the day when we can
all be together again.

We are also now only 1 month away from the end of our fundraising campaign
for the purchase of the land.

What an adventure it has been! We've talked with one another about the
possibilities, envisioned what opportunities lay ahead, and checked in on how
close we are to our goal of $300,000. We've had to find new ways to connect
and share updates.

Thank you for your gifts and your prayers! We are so close to our goal!

We have been creative and resourceful in how we got to this point: a donor
family came forward with a matching gift initiative, which has generated
$43,490.02; one family donated debentures they held with the church; another
family has donated shares/stocks that had appreciated in value.

These initiatives and the many other very generous gifts from our Glory family
brings the total raised so far to $280,470.05! Wow!

We are confident we will reach our goal of $300,000 by 01 December and look
forward to this in expectant anticipation! Any funds raised above that amount will
be applied to the existing mortgage, which is up for renewal on 31 December.

As always, we ask for your prayers and support as we move into this exciting
new phase in our church growth and outreach. If you have already donated,
thank you so much for your generosity! If you are still planning on donating but
have questions, please don't hesitate to reach out to Pat or Aroon:

Pat Becker: 780-239-5345 beckermp@telusplanet.net

Aroon Sequeira: 780-901-9469 asequeira@sequeirapartners.com

God’s richest blessing to you and your family!
Respectfully, The Glory Fundraising Committee
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Council Highlights
November 2020

Our confirmand families have decided to postpone the confirmation service until
the spring or until such a time when it will be safer to meet in person with their
extended families and the congregation.

Plans have changed regarding the internship candidate from Lutheran
Theological Seminary that was expected to begin in October of this year. Glory
will accept an intern for the fall of 2021 subject to budgetary approval at the next
AGM.

Glory’s church council has approved the formation of a land care committee
whose primary purpose would be overseeing the care of church land not
specifically covered by other committees.

The parking lot and building exterior lights at Glory will be replaced and
upgraded with LED lights in stages this year.

The pastor’s discretionary fund is a designated fund made available to the
pastor to distribute for emergency financial aid. This fund is especially important
considering the events of the past few months and the uncertainty going
forward. Please consider making a special offering designated for the
discretionary fund. Every donation will make a positive difference as we take
care of our community. @

Thank you for all the ways you find to stay connected with members of your
Glory family — phone calls, email messages, meals made and shared, helping
with all that still needs to be done at the church, contributions to online and in-
person worship services, and especially your prayers!

Please don’t hesitate to call if you have any feedback, questions or concerns.
Blessings

Pat
Council Chair



Regarding our current financial situation, we at Council felt that we should update

the congregation with the following financial information:

2019 2020 2020 2020
Actual Budget Actual Monthly

(9 months) (9 months) (9 months) Average
General Fund Income $191,583 $189,902 $183,992 $20,444
General Fund Expenses $190,518 $180,197 $147,538 $16,393
Net $1,065 $9,804 $36,454 $4,051
Capital Building Fund $50,434 $53,109 $44,393 $4,933
Income
Capital Building Fund $50,069 $50,069 $36,736 $4,082
Expenses
Net $365 $3,040 $7,657 $851

Please note the following:

1. The figures for Capital Building Fund Income do not include Land Purchase

offerings

2. Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we had entered into a Mortgage Payment Deferral
Agreement with ELCIC such that our mortgage payments for the 6 months
from May to October were interest only. The total of our principal payments
that we would have otherwise made for the these 6 months represents a

savings of $15,964

3. We were eligible for the Temporary 10% Wage Subsidy from the federal
government and received $2,553

readers, ushers and greeters, musicians, and

-Lynda Kiel, Treasurer

technicians. Thank you, as well, to the following volunteers on the In-Person
Worship working group chaired by

who have been working hard so that Glory may hold safe
worship and prayer services.

readers, members of the worship planning committees who plan and
find music and other components of the services, Pastor Seth, those who send
pictures for the Sharing of the Peace and other initiatives,

— our website administrator.
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1L As our wonderful fall weather lingers for a few more days and weeks,
your resident beekeeper now has a moment to take a breath and reflect on what
was an amazing year for our lovely insect friends, and the nearby flowering plants
that were well pollinated.

Recall that late May, most of June and early July were very wet with showers or
outright rain for many of those days. Then the sun came out for the remainder of
summer with some days near 30 degrees. This was ideal weather for great nectar
output from the flowers around Glory Lutheran Church, including the community
garden. The Glory bees really took advantage and pumped the honey supers full
to near overflowing. In year number six of bee farming on the Glory back 18
acres, this may have been the best year yet for happy, healthy and productive
bees.

| placed only two bee colonies on the Glory property this year for most of the
summer. Later in the year | added a third
from a swarm that had settled on equipment
in pipeline alley between Edmonton and
Sherwood Park. | called this my Pipeliner
Hive.

Then as the summer progressed | only visited
the hives twice and left them alone to do what
comes naturally, while making sure they had
plenty of space to grow their brood, build
comb and of course make honey. The bees
needed no help from me!

The result was some of the biggest combs of
honey I've yet seen, so thick that they were
difficult to pull out of the hive boxes. And
heavy. Who needs to work out in a gym
when maneuvering bee boxes? Extracting
honey from these combs was a joy. Those
who have worked with honey bees know the
wonderful, tactile experience that is honey
extraction.

The bees have gone into their hives for
. winter and are dreaming of flowers like
So ends another lovely year of managing this brilliant iris in the perennial garden

bees and | am grateful to the church family at that Kwai Lan so lovingly cares for.
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Glory Lutheran for continuing to give me this experience. | am hoping that
others in the congregation, including friends of Glory LC contact
me if they are interested in pursuing this sticky, sometimes ’ \
painful, but always fascinating hobby of beekeeping. With ,—{‘ \ :
the uncertainty of the pandemic, the economy and work ;o "
security, this passion of beekeeping has been so peaceful / 4
and calming for me this summer. Once you relax and stop S jf-
worrying about stings, it is a gentle pastime that reveals the ,//
interconnectedness of God's creation. The bees are now all pd
wrapped up and cozy for the winter, N3 pad

and they will remain this way until @’ ~————ee="

early May. Wish them a safe winter

sleep!  ~Beekeeper Tim

The Landscape/Memorial Garden Committee met with Dora Berry
in August and continued to be in contact with her throughout
September as she developed the design plan for the memorial
garden. She presented her final drawings to our committee on
October 13th. Even though we requested a few minor additions to
the plan, Brett and | presented the plan to Church Council the next
evening. Members of both our committee and church council had
positive feedback regarding the design plan.

Our committee will be in conversation with Council to determine
how to safely present the final design to the congregation. Further
information will be sent out once details are known.

Over the next number of months the committee will focus on the
logistics of the operation of the Memorial Garden and will garner
quotes from landscape companies for development of the memorial
garden.

On behalf of the Landscape/Memorial Garden Committee,
. Rita




Hi, I've always enjoyed traveling to different places in the world, and one of the
enjoyable ‘perks’ of staying in hotels or cruising is that chocolate (or other goodie)
on my pillow at the end of the day or the surprise bottles in the bathroom full of
shampoo and soap. I'm not forced to eat the chocolate or use the shampoo or soap
but if | do, the chocolate tastes good and the shampoo may make my hair look
good! The Holy Spirit has done the same thing as that hotel or cruise line, leaving
us with some expected, and some very unexpected, gifts which we can choose to
use or not.

Continuing OUR JOURNEY using the Church Year and the Bible and now, looking
at the HOLY SPIRIT --

When we take a journey, we often stop to look at the view or the informal signs or
take a picture. At the end of the book of Acts which we've been looking at recently,
are opportunities to do this -- here's some stuff to consider as we pause and look
around us during our Journey. Or, they could be like the little surprises at the hotel.

+ Acts is not a historical remembrance of what the church once was, nor is it just
an interesting collection of stories and thoughts. Instead it tells us what, with the
help of the Holy Spirit, we can be and can become. It is a "word of hope" for our
world.

+ Paul by the end of the book of Acts is making regular references to the Holy Spirit
[Acts 28:25, for example.], and sees the Holy Spirit at work throughout history.
Look way back to the Creation: "The Spirit who moved upon the face of the
waters [Gen.1:2], and with Isaiah the prophet and other prophets, as well as with
Jesus' followers after the Resurrection and Ascension. That means the Holy
Spirit is active from earliest times, through Bible times, and still is today! Did you
know:

+ We believe that we come to faith through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit works
within us to bring us to faith. It's like the person drowning and a rope is thrown to
the person and goes around their arm, and they are then drawn to safety and
new life. The rope / the Holy Spirit. One's drowning / one's sins and our wanting
to be out entirely on our own without God, aka our wanting to put ourselves first
over everyone and everything else including God. No one becomes a Christian
without this gracious work of the Holy Spirit.

+ When people accept Christ, the Holy Spirit begins a great work in their lives. The
Spirit deals with our sins and our need for righteousness and dwells within us.
[Take a look at John 6:44, 14:17; Romans 8:9; 1 Corin. 12:13]. When people
accept Christ, we are called to be Baptized.

+ With our Baptism [with water and the Word], there is also an additional and
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distinct ministry of the Holy Spirit called the baptism in the Holy Spirit. This is an
empowering gift from God the Father that is promised to every believer [Matt.
3:11; Luke 11:13, 24:49; Acts 2:33, 38]. It helps the Christian to live a holy life and
also brings a new devotional attachment to Jesus Christ, making Him very real
and precious in our lives. With it comes greater power for witnessing [Acts 1:8] in
our own ways in our own situations in life, telling our story...

Now, we usually have our own Baptism according to our schedule and the
church's schedule ["How about Sunday the 14th?"]. The baptism of the Holy Spirit
comes on the Holy Spirit's timetable; it may come before our Baptism, during, or
after -- according to the Bible. Also, we may be aware of it or not at the time, and
it is not overwhelming nor does anything happen that we cannot handle because
with it comes a new and fuller dimension of spiritual understanding and a flow of
spiritual gifts [1 Cor.2:9-13].

+ S0, celebrate who you are as Someone! Because you are -- YOU are Someone
loved by Jesus Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit. You have a loving and a
living God -- Live your life accordingly. Then ask, how can the Church help YOU
now and in the future, and how can you help the ministry and work of the Church
and God now and in the future? Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you on your Journey
of life as you wrestle with these questions.

+ You are invited to look past the fears and politics and lack of peace in this world
today to God's Spirit and Love. Today, we are being renewed through the Holy
Spirit, giving God's people the strength to live as faithful and loving Christians --
and helping build our congregations as loving communities of faith in Jesus
Christ. Like the written prayer says, "Come, Holy Spirit, open our hearts to receive
and use the gifts of the Spirit in our lives and our churches. Help us to see and
respond to the needs of our people and to be the Body of Christ in the world."

+ The Holy Spirit, sent from God the Father after Jesus returned to heaven, means
there's centuries of the Holy Spirit really changing people: hearts aflame, lives
totally dedicated, motivated by a burning passion to tell of Christ to the world --
and to OUR WORLD -- including those quietly sharing their story of God's love.
Does your JOURNEY of life include allowing the Holy Spirit to lead you, guide
you, help answer your prayers, and move you on your Journey with Him? "Ask
and you will receive..."

Now, as you go on your Way/Journey, may Christ and the guidance of the Holy
Spirit go with you,

Before you to show you the way,

Behind you to encourage you,

Beside you to befriend you,

Above you to watch over you, and

Within you to give you peace!

Gary Nickel



Bishop’s Message - November 2020
Dear Beloved of God —

My October Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered
Leaders shared of the birth of our grandchild and that | have SYNOD OF
~ been pondering what it might be for me to be a Papa, and Cathy ALBERTA
1 - aNana. | have been reflecting on this remarkable, mysterious }é\R'}‘{,DTOR,FS
gestation, germination, quickening, and birth, and that it feels
very much like the remarkable, mysterious gestation, germination, quickening, and birth of this
coronavirus adventure. A journey, an opportunity that invites us to where we do not determine the
route, the result, or the final outcome. Where we walk in the midst of disorientation and anxiety,
frustration and uncertainty, through resiliency, imagination, generosity, experimentation, and
learning.

We are living in what many are calling a liminal time. Standing on a threshold between an ending
and a new beginning. Living, not through an era of change, but a change of era. Entering, thrust
into, a new chapter in our history and experiencing that it is unraveling almost everything that we

have taken for granted about the church, congregational life, its leadership, its life.

Liminal seasons are challenging and disorienting. They are unsettling. We seek to move forward
with purpose and certainty, but we feel as though we are trudging through mud or fog. We drift,
said one theologian during a webinar | recently participated in, between resignation and
indignation and we are not sure that we know how to occupy this continuum in a healthy way.

This is where many of us are. It's why there is less and less energy for the how-tos. It's why
many are exhausted. We need to name this grief and address the trauma that is upon us.

Recently, | heard someone describe our time in terms of a bush suddenly uprooted from its
established bedding in the ground. The roots had gone deep, so they had to be cut all around
before moving the bush to another location. It is a massive trauma for the bush. It isn’t going to
bounce back in a few months or even a year. The bush needs the time of numbers of seasons
before it can hope to generate new life back into its roots and branches. The gardener knows
that for the bush to stand a change of re-rooting, all its flowers have to be cut off, so its energy is
redirected to the traumatized root system.

This is the grief and trauma that has become pervasive in our lives. There are no quick, no easy
fixes, nor Wizard-of-Oz-like solutions. We are on a road that few, if any, of us have known
before. How-tos seem like band-aids on an open wound.

Our vocation, dear Beloved, is to face the realities of this liminal moment, to name the grief and
trauma that surround and overwhelm us. The how-tos, writes Alan Roxburgh, are dead ends we
grab on to when we don’t know what else to do. Facing together the hard questions of this
unraveling requires the writing of a new chapter, one that will be very different from the one we’ve
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written to this point.

To name the grief and trauma is to begin the work of discernment. This work of discernment
begins with a naming, a deep naming, that God is at work doing something new, together with an
openness to the ways God is inviting us into something... beyond imagination. And, like the bush
this will require time, perhaps a significant time, before we can hope to generate new life back into
its roots and branches.

Discernment is located in prayer; it is seeing, knowing and acknowledging what is; it is noticing
the movement of the Spirit with practiced listening; and, it is a journey, not a destination.

Perhaps we could begin together by considering the following, by writing down our thoughts and
sharing them with others in the faith community, one’s congregational council or Bible study, al-
the-while listening deeply, with responses that may at this time be only answered in part...
tentatively:

When have I/we experienced this dislocation before? This uncertainty?

What stories of resiliency, discernment, imagination can |/we share?

Where is God? Where is God, in the midst of the unraveling?

What does hope look like?

What does it mean to be a Christ-proclaimer in this day and age, when we are living in a
global village, living amongst a variety of cultures and religions (not so different from New
Testament times), and yet — for our health and the safety of others, we are so separated
from our communities of care and concern?

How might l/we “be” at this time rather than “do™? Is this difficult for me/us? Why?

How does our faith inform every decision we make and refuse to make, every thought and
prayer and question we ask and refuse to ask, every task we undertake and refuse to
undertake? Share a story when faith clearly informed my/our decision-making?

How might I/we make room in my/our heart(s) for our siblings who suffer, who are sick, who
continue to live under oppression? How do I/'we make room in my/our faith community for
the widow and the orphan, the hungry and the poor?

What is critical in this moment is that we become clear on the source of our hope. Without this we
are tossed and turned by every wind and proposal for change that comes along. The source of
our hope...the God of hope.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13

In Christ Jesus —
Shalom, +Larry
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A large number of hearing aid batteries and cleaners have been donated by a
couple of families. They are all size 312.
Please call Heidi at the church office (780-416-9594)
or Pat (780-998-5345) if you are able to use these.

A Note to Prayer Partner Participants

Under normal circumstances, this message would serve as a reminder that
participation in our prayer partner ministry would commence/continue
through the upcoming Advent season.

Because COVID 19 has impacted our one on one contact at church, please
consider continuing with your SAME PRAYER PARTNER for the coming
year.

If you are considering bowing out of this ministry or if this arrangement does
not work for you please contact me at 780-473-5592.

Thank you and blessings to all, Minna Peever

Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. O F |C E
Please note that Heidi may be working from home due to the
pandemic. Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during ”’
office hours. Please call the office if you would like to visit the church.
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