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A Message From Pastor Markus 

oCTOBER 2025 

The Irresistible Revolution  

Iôve been reading a book called ñThe Irresistible Revolutionò by Shane 
Claiborne. One statement that has stuck with me from the book so far is, ñJesus 
didnôt come only to make people into believers. His mission was to make them 
into disciples.ò If our focus is only on bringing people to faith in Jesus and make 
them come to church, sing songs, listen to scripture, say the creed and take 
communion with us, then we misunderstood what Jesus was about. Jesus calls 
us to becoming disciples, followers, practitioners of the Jesus Way.   

Shane Claiborne was a straight A college student at a Christian university when 
he and some friends decided that getting a college degree and 
becoming successful, law-abiding, suburban, church going members of the 
middle class in a consumer culture wasnôt what Jesus was calling them 
to. When they read about a group of low income families in their city of 
Philadelphia, being threatened with eviction from the abandoned church they 
were occupying, these college students piled into a car and paid these poor 
families a visit. There was a banner across the front of the church that said, 
ñHow can we worship a homeless man on Sunday and ignore one on 
Monday.ò After meeting the families that called this church home, Shane and his 
friends rallied to their support to keep the church open and the people from 
being evicted. When the media came to interview the families, they told them 
they had already talked with the owner of the building (the Almighty), and they 
declared, ñGod says this is his house and we are welcome to stay.ò  

At Glory, we have a wonderful church building and property. Oops. No. I meant 
to say we are occupants of a wonderful building and land that belongs to the 
Almighty. What does this mean for us as a 20-year-old college age 
congregation? If we imagine ourselves as college students working towards 
graduation: What is our dream, or rather Godôs dream for us as a 
congregation? Do we see our future as being a kind of spiritual icing on the 
cake of a well-to-do suburban middle class consumer culture? Is 
that discipleship? What about the part where Jesus said to the spiritual and rich 
young ruler, who had done everything the law required but could not get himself 
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to do what Jesus asked of him: ñGo and sell what you own, give the money to 
the poor and come and follow me.ò   

I think the 20th anniversary is an important time in our life to ask about the 
future of this piece of property, agricultural land with gardens, buildings and 
a creek area occupied by all kinds of wildlife. How is this corner of the county of 
Strathcona, this piece of Godôs creation, a home for God where the homeless 
find shelter? If I look at the empty fields that have been farmed intensely for 
decades with chemicals that allow for nothing wild to grow, or the sea of human 
homes expand around the city (and many homes getting bigger and bigger), or I 
see the expansion of parking lots and malls, highways and interchanges, 
who and what is getting left behind by all this so-called progress.   

I think Gloryôs purpose is to be a sanctuary, a corner of the county where every 
creature, the human and the animal and the plant, share a space that reflects 
Godôs care and love for the entire world. Producing fresh nutritious food in our 
community garden for those who canôt afford the produce in the 
supermarkets. Inviting people to grow what they donôt have space to 
grow. Sharing experience, skills, seeds. Giving rides to those who are without 
transportation. Looking after the memorial garden with its native trees and 
shrubs. But also, taking care that the Old Man Creek and its surroundings 
remain a shelter, a sanctuary for fish, beavers, birds, muskrats, foxes, mink, 
deer and moose. We could even think about letting the aspen forest expand into 
the hay field, re-naturalizing or re-wilding this little portion of the county. And we 
could use our rooftop as a place to produce clean electricity with a solar panel 
installation. Itôs all part of discipleship, following Jesus.   

Shane Claiborne and his friends talk about ñfalling in love with Jesus and with 
peopleò as the turning point in their lives. It was not easy for them giving up a 
college education, a career in a well-paid profession, and the ñAmerican dreamò, 
but falling in love with Jesus and with people made this revolution irresistible. I 
pray that this year of our anniversary we fall in love again, more, or for the first 
time, with Jesus, with people, and with Godôs creation. Maturity as a church will 
not look like the church of 50 or 100 years ago: a well-established pillar of the 
dominant culture. I think it will look more like the church of the first century, 
when it was simply called ñThe Wayò and Jesus walked the country roads of 
Galilee with his small band of disciples looking for a place to spend the night 
and blessing everyone they came into contact with. That would indeed be a 
revolution to be embraced, not resisted.   

ñLord, let me not do great things but small things with great love!ò  

Pr. Markus 



 

4 

Just a reminder today.  Our Retreat and Planning Day is scheduled for 
Saturday, October 25, 2025, from 9 to 4 (the last hour or so may be 
allocated to a short meeting for council only).  If you currently serve on 
any of our committees, sub-committees, working groups, or simply 
volunteer occasionally, or if you are interested in doing so in the future, 
please consider attending.  Participating in the Retreat and Planning 
Day is both spiritually rejuvenating and a wonderful opportunity to 
consider and discuss future planning for Glory Lutheran Church.  
 

Coffee and refreshments will be available throughout the day, and lunch 
will be provided.  Please email me at council.chair@glorylutheran.ca,  
or call or text me at 780-935-5490, if you are interested in attending and 
have any questions.  You can also call or email Heidi in the office to 
RSVP (we want to be sure to order enough food!). 
 

Hope to see you on the 25th! 
 

Rose Schlegl   
Council Chair 

October 2025 

Council Highlights 

 October 25, 2025 
9amð4pm 

mailto:council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
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Registration Deadline:  
October 20 
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We would like to express our gratitude to those who spend time ensuring that 
our church property is taken care of during the spring and summer months. 

 
 
 

for the hours of work every day that she has spent in the Community Garden 
during this growing season -both  taking care of the garden and growing 

bountiful vegetables to share with our Glory family. 

 
 
 

for decorating the sanctuary for Thanksgiving. It looks stunning  
 

 
 
 

 
who spent many hours on the lawn mower at Glory this summer  

keeping the lawns in good shape. 
 
 
 
 

and other volunteers for their care of the Luther Rose Memorial Garden. 
 
 

 
(council members on the Property portfolio) who maintain  

Glory's outdoor property in many different ways. 

 

 
 

And our gratitude to all others who pruned, weeded,  
and watered over the summer. 
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