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A Message From Pa:s
oTwenty Years

ALet us run with perseverance the race t
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy set before him endured the cross, disreg
shame, and has taken his seat 2at the ri ¢

Twenty years ago, a group of people from Mount Olivet Lutheran Church set out to start
church. They had no pastor, no building, no budget, no constitution, no idea where or wh
would be next week, let alone twenty years later. But those pioneers had a desire and a r
start in a fresh new way as a Christian community. The Sherwood Park Lutheran Mission
was born, the congregation which we now call Glory Lutheran Church.

Nobody knew what this newly birthed organization would look like. Would it resemble Mt.
not? What should its name be? What forms of worship, organization, and etiquette shoul
leave behind? Immediate tasks included finding a place to worship for the next Sunday, c
pastor to preach and preside, preparing for worship in a school or funeral home chapel; c
Sunday school in a hotel basement, and so many other large and small jobs that needed
week after week. It was an exciting time, just ask any of the founding members of our cor

The years of growing up have not all been easy. Moving from infancy through childhood ¢
there have been significant challenges along with definite highlights. The purchase of the
of agricultural land and the subsequent construction of our present building generated an
a lot of energy. Shortly thereafter, disagreement over the acceptance of our LGBTQ+ sibl
caused significant pain and some members left our midst. There was a change of pastor:
leadership followed by an interim. Since | accepted the call to serve Glory, we have partic
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission events of 2014. We hosted indigenous led ever
around this theme including an amazing art display. We broke ground for a large commur
which provides food, peace, and joy through the love and dedication of volunteers. We cr
internship site, training ground for a future pastor, and (how) for a future deacon. We cele
ordination of Deacon Faith Nostbakken and Pastor Seth Perry. Of cour$8, jhade@wiD

impacted us as much as every other church and organization arouBdythe @arld.6 s g
weathered the storm, staying connected and adapting new technologies. Since then, matr

2 continued on next



.continued from previous page

have managed to find each other in person again, while also maintaining a virtual presen
Amazingly, during COVID, we gathered funds to purchase the remaining land. We planne
a memorial garden, providing a final resting place for the ashes of the saints, as well as &
outdoor space to gather for prayer and conversation. We have also mourned the passing
celebrated the life of many faithful siblings from our midst (more than 60 since | started!)
worshiped every week with Word and Sacrament, and we baptized, confirmed and welco
people over the years. Our common life is enriched by the presence of those who joined
recently. Glory continues to be transformed in many unexpected, exciting, and challengir
ways!

As | look northwest from my office window, | notice that the spruce and pine trees along t
the parking lot are much bigger now than when | first laid eyes on them. Growth happens

often without wus noticing. But so does
exposed in our car port, due to a design flaw. The damage, exposed by accident, while s
i's mostly superficial. Thankfully, it wi

is the people, not the building. I am thankful that we have this building, but much more th
the people whose spiritual home it is.

As people move from youth to young adult hood, they often think about what comes next
course of studies, what training, what apprenticeship they should pursue. Many find thern
unmoored from their familiar world, perhaps struggling to find fulfilling and meaningful wo
earns them enough money to live the life they imagine for themselves. The world seems
unpredictable, the future uncertain, endangered even, changing ever more quickly. Many
wonder about finding a partner, a place to live, a safe environment for their children. Man
adults are staying longer at home. Some find themselves returning after a time away. Fe
people seem to have their path figured out. But there is always excitement that goes with
of life. Young adulthood goes hand in hand with a sense of adventure, of trying new thing
experimenting, failing, and starting again. Like a young bird learning to fly.

Glory is in the young adult phase of its life. As such, we should allow ourselves the freed

new things, experiment, fail, and start
predict. But we can look at the trees, at those planted here before us, the saints, and see
the spirit is blowing. That doesndt meal
follow the direction of the Spirit. We can ask what new thing the Holy Spirit is doing in oul
and in the Iife of this church. What Ac:
Aupbringingo, in what special direction

3 continued on nexX



.continued from previous page

mean for our budget, our plans and projects, in the long run? bikestiedyntrét sweeps

across the church parking lot most days, the Holy Spirit never stops moving. It always blo
direction of Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen Lord, who walks ahead of us. Are we pus
drawn closer to Jesus, the Jesus we read and hear about in the Bible? What parts of our
as a congregation brings us closer to the Lord? What parts of worship, of our fellowship ti
building and property, of our committee work, our weekly volunteer duties, bring us closer

If you are young, can you imagine growing old together? If you are old, can you imagine t
again? Think for a moment about the commitment you have to this congregation and wha
mean to be the church here in this place 5 years from now, or 10, or 25. A commitment m
sent together in a certain direction. \Aaiigeninistry would you get involved in, if you are r
so involved yet? Childrends ministry, f c
i nvolves some adults, even grandparents.
always involves someone who is younger. Do we sense the direction? Do we feel the win
Spirit? Are we oriented towards Christ? In this twentieth year, | encourage us all to (re)cot
ourselves to this church in its young adult, college and career phase, where so much is ul
full of promise. May we allow ourselves to try new things and fail, and try again, exploring
of following Jesus, learning and maturing as a congregation, and training ourselves up for
run. May God continue to bless and guide us as we run with perseverance the race that i
us, looking to Jesus!

Happy Anniversary dear people of Glory Lutheran Church!
Pastor Markus




Luther Rose Memorial Garden

Cooler temperatures and shorter d&®ys ha
mai ntenance tasks in the Luther Rose Ga
volunteers helped with watering the gar
moving the grey garden shed down to the
recoating the cross, and pruning roses,

My sincere appreciation and heartfelt t

Vi 4
Rhonda B Will A
Eunice Q Ellen S

Gaylene S Neil Q Lynn S

Keltie M Lynnette W Mark B

Marie B Pat B Connor C
Nick R Sue S Mack R

Karen C

There w2025 b®pni-bipy Btdneedme spring. Stay
i nformation in the new year. The good
mul ch next season!

Bl essRiay s , See photos on the





https://www.weberfuneralhome.ca/obituary/Wayne-Schmidt
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.continued from previous page

Grovigg. been wonderful to get to know, or
members of other chu® chesd itho olug &lylne dt..
and explore ways in which we can coll ab
concerns, as well as shaQnengofoutrhe oiynsi tai
we are hoping to take on will be the gr
Gl ory and Mount Olivet to the wider net
Edmont onNexteayear, Lutheran and Angl i ca
CLAY in Saskatoon, and we would | ove to
from our area.
Anot her highlight, and a great exampl e
the Choir Festival heId at ATshcee ndsei potnh oant
breadth idfr otralsematl | choirs of a half doz
choir henewaast tGludryy Temakkabbebut to Pat
the othe organizers of this event, alo
part|C|pat|ng churches, for a wonderful
I hope you have al/l hadt haheve&by Tbhanhks
bl essings of the Summer, and for those
Rose Schlegl, Council Chair
Council .chair@gl orylutheran. ca

Ladi es Bag Lunch]| G
Bring your |l unch and join other|] |:
October 23rd. The Ladies Bag Luncl
second and fourth Wednesdays of| tl
calendar as exact dates wil|l beg p
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Journey

A Message from Pa:s

pIrit

Since we are on OUR SPIRITUAL JOUR
when we | ook aroun wWe see that a | ot
yeairisncl udi ng some things that affect I
notSo, how can we deal with allWhyhat an

not start with the TEST OF LOVE.

The Bible refmoddbsousdttbhhe world so muc
onl yé&lo@VE is the key there fomfh&bdbd an
al so means that weOuarfleofice méeflsoyrgiovdre $S
anfbnder stodamgiimg ttomewdrk good, and mor e

So when we f@escwensagr tdhregument s agai ns
groups of peopl e try a si mpalsek tyeosutr sferl

how you feel after | isteni ngidtoo ytoluo & ee €
angry, upset, confused, fear, withdraw
I f you hear an argument against ot her s
evil they are, aaddypbu €gbi htehgmd eteliaptl ov e
argument is I|likely trying tlomvlegadnyou c

the oppdeint et may be time to turn off
i s taking vyou® awayefrom God

When you feel bitterness or hate, it i
direction, even if it comes from someo
CONTRAST THAT WITH Jesus and the Bible

+ We are to |l oee one another

+ Our work is to introduce the | ove of
who do not know Him or his | ove, and
commi t ment of those who do know and |

+ We are to dema&n svanpaetadv aGbtrolsctihe wor | d.

+ We are to |live as Christ would have
us serve,

+ God has a missaom, fpreac¢h,; heal, helrg
Christians in mission for others.

I n t@dwygrl d of rexoeaseyd teveetamiine t ho:

(@)

ne against another wiMBGAPHONEEIS s oafi atl

continued on ne



.continued from previous page.

media that amplify and muTheypl gr enelsaslap
by the people who are willing to |ie o
f5eot hei r meTshseasgee sidnmfl ludé@wnhcoe rsspeak again
as being evil even while cl ai mi
ere are guidelines in the @i bl e

e ose who wiht i gaact@mmadniemd st @ @
ikt astdi ag.oNat b a sfiada nsdmo

[ nsawg, thhed Bhibsteory has sh
failure, or can |l ead t
those who cont
against others

ge and are wil|l
ogwenhaweloe@bmg
experts to I|ie

wt BoagenNne can p
that will be
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t him and hi I
I n
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S invites us to | e
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Let &oldove determine what &sloveghhehpd
keep you away from the manufactured an
God use us to be the healing |l ove that

Toget her Qanr yChr i s
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Lom ONE ANOTHER AS | HAVE LOVED YOU o, 1512
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