
 

  

CHURCH  
     Matters 

Glory Lutheran Church Newsletter - 10.24 Edition  

CHURCH  
     Matters 

On September 22, a Choir Festival was held at Ascension Lutheran Church 
featuring ELCIC choirs, including Gloryôs Worship Choir. 
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A Message From Pastor Markus 

October 2024 

òTwenty Years and Runningó 

ñLet us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy set before him endured the cross, disregarding its 

shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.ò (Heb 12:1-2)  

Twenty years ago, a group of people from Mount Olivet Lutheran Church set out to start a new 

church. They had no pastor, no building, no budget, no constitution, no idea where or who they 

would be next week, let alone twenty years later. But those pioneers had a desire and a need to 

start in a fresh new way as a Christian community. The Sherwood Park Lutheran Mission Church 

was born, the congregation which we now call Glory Lutheran Church.   

Nobody knew what this newly birthed organization would look like. Would it resemble Mt. Olivet or 

not? What should its name be? What forms of worship, organization, and etiquette should it retain or 

leave behind? Immediate tasks included finding a place to worship for the next Sunday, contacting a 

pastor to preach and preside, preparing for worship in a school or funeral home chapel; organizing 

Sunday school in a hotel basement, and so many other large and small jobs that needed doing 

week after week. It was an exciting time, just ask any of the founding members of our congregation!  

The years of growing up have not all been easy. Moving from infancy through childhood and youth, 

there have been significant challenges along with definite highlights. The purchase of the 44 acres 

of agricultural land and the subsequent construction of our present building generated and required 

a lot of energy. Shortly thereafter, disagreement over the acceptance of our LGBTQ+ siblings 

caused significant pain and some members left our midst. There was a change of pastoral 

leadership followed by an interim. Since I accepted the call to serve Glory, we have participated in 

the Truth and Reconciliation Commission events of 2014. We hosted indigenous led events at Glory 

around this theme including an amazing art display. We broke ground for a large community garden 

which provides food, peace, and joy through the love and dedication of volunteers. We created an 

internship site, training ground for a future pastor, and (now) for a future deacon. We celebrated the 

ordination of Deacon Faith Nostbakken and Pastor Seth Perry. Of course, the COVID-19 pandemic 

impacted us as much as every other church and organization around the world.  By Godôs grace, we 

weathered the storm, staying connected and adapting new technologies. Since then, many of us 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

have managed to find each other in person again, while also maintaining a virtual presence. 

Amazingly, during COVID, we gathered funds to purchase the remaining land. We planned and built 

a memorial garden, providing a final resting place for the ashes of the saints, as well as a beautiful 

outdoor space to gather for prayer and conversation. We have also mourned the passing and 

celebrated the life of many faithful siblings from our midst (more than 60 since I started!) We have 

worshiped every week with Word and Sacrament, and we baptized, confirmed and welcomed many 

people over the years. Our common life is enriched by the presence of those who joined us more 

recently. Glory continues to be transformed in many unexpected, exciting, and challenging new 

ways!   

As I look northwest from my office window, I notice that the spruce and pine trees along the edge of 

the parking lot are much bigger now than when I first laid eyes on them. Growth happens over time, 

often without us noticing. But so does decayé unfortunately. From the same window I see damage 

exposed in our car port, due to a design flaw. The damage, exposed by accident, while substantial, 

is mostly superficial. Thankfully, it wonôt make the ceiling in my office collapse. The church of course 

is the people, not the building. I am thankful that we have this building, but much more thankful for 

the people whose spiritual home it is.  

As people move from youth to young adult hood, they often think about what comes next, what 

course of studies, what training, what apprenticeship they should pursue. Many find themselves 

unmoored from their familiar world, perhaps struggling to find fulfilling and meaningful work that 

earns them enough money to live the life they imagine for themselves. The world seems very 

unpredictable, the future uncertain, endangered even, changing ever more quickly. Many may 

wonder about finding a partner, a place to live, a safe environment for their children. Many young 

adults are staying longer at home. Some find themselves returning after a time away. Few young 

people seem to have their path figured out. But there is always excitement that goes with this stage 

of life. Young adulthood goes hand in hand with a sense of adventure, of trying new things, 

experimenting, failing, and starting again. Like a young bird learning to fly.   

Glory is in the young adult phase of its life. As such, we should allow ourselves the freedom to try 

new things, experiment, fail, and start again. Often the Holy Spirit blows in directions that we canôt 

predict. But we can look at the trees, at those planted here before us, the saints, and see which way 

the spirit is blowing. That doesnôt mean we follow the exact path of the saints before us. We should 

follow the direction of the Spirit. We can ask what new thing the Holy Spirit is doing in our own lives 

and in the life of this church. What ñcareerò do we see for our church? Given our particular 

ñupbringingò, in what special direction is Glory Lutheran Church called to move? What does that 

continued on next page... 
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mean for our budget, our plans and projects, in the long run? Like the north-westerly that sweeps 

across the church parking lot most days, the Holy Spirit never stops moving. It always blows us in the 

direction of Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen Lord, who walks ahead of us. Are we pushed or 

drawn closer to Jesus, the Jesus we read and hear about in the Bible? What parts of our life together 

as a congregation brings us closer to the Lord? What parts of worship, of our fellowship time, of our 

building and property, of our committee work, our weekly volunteer duties, bring us closer to Jesus?   

If you are young, can you imagine growing old together? If you are old, can you imagine being young 

again? Think for a moment about the commitment you have to this congregation and what it would 

mean to be the church here in this place 5 years from now, or 10, or 25. A commitment means to be 

sent together in a certain direction. What life-giving ministry would you get involved in, if you are not 

so involved yet? Childrenôs ministry, for example, can be done in any number of ways, but it always 

involves some adults, even grandparents. Seniorôs ministry can also be done in many ways, and it 

always involves someone who is younger. Do we sense the direction? Do we feel the wind of the 

Spirit? Are we oriented towards Christ? In this twentieth year, I encourage us all to (re)commit 

ourselves to this church in its young adult, college and career phase, where so much is uncertain but 

full of promise. May we allow ourselves to try new things and fail, and try again, exploring new ways 

of following Jesus, learning and maturing as a congregation, and training ourselves up for the long 

run. May God continue to bless and guide us as we run with perseverance the race that is set before 

us, looking to Jesus!   

Happy Anniversary dear people of Glory Lutheran Church!  

Pastor Markus  

...continued from previous page 
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     Rhonda B  

         Eunice Q 

Gaylene S  

          Keltie M  

        Marie B  

              Nick R    

    Will A  

         Ellen S 

  Lynn S 

 Mark B  

Connor C 

 Mack R 

Neil Q         

   Lynnette W     

Pat B                           

     Sue S                      

Karen C  

    Brett W                  

Luther Rose Memorial Garden 

There will be a 2025 Spring Clean-Up Bee in the spring. Stay tuned for more 
information in the new year. The good news is that we will not need to spread 
mulch next season!  

  
See photos on the next 2 pages... 

Cooler temperatures and shorter days have brought an end to this seasonôs 
maintenance tasks in the Luther Rose Garden. During the spring and summer, 
volunteers helped with watering the garden, pulling weeds, spreading mulch, 
moving the grey garden shed down to the memorial garden, cleaning and 
recoating the cross, and pruning roses, shrubs, and trees. 
 

My sincere appreciation and heartfelt thanks to all who helped with these tasks.    

Blessings, Rita  
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Connor 
helping 
Grandpa 
with the 
mulch! 

https://www.weberfuneralhome.ca/obituary/Wayne-Schmidt
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Cleaning and 
recoating the 
cross. 

Kane as supervisor!  
The beautiful white roses 
still blooming into October. 
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Fall.  Back to school.  Back to work.  Seems like summer just got started and 
here we are heading back into cooler weather.  As I write this, Iôve just seen a 
rabbit run by my office window with a distinctly white tail and ears!  The rabbits 
are shedding their summer coats and donning their winter whites as our daylight 
hours shorten.   

Looking back over the summer and my council notes from a couple of months 
ago, I noticed that I had optimistically hoped that we would have our garage 
project completed by the end of summer.  However, bureaucracy being what it 
is, we are just getting started with fundraising now that we are closer to having 
the necessary permits and approvals from the County of Strathcona and Alberta 
Transportation in hand (we are still working on the latter!).  The investigation of 
damage to our front entry also slowed us down somewhat, as we continue to 
gather information and recommendations regarding those repairs.  We have 
now put out bid requests to several builders for completion of the repairs.   

As always, Fireside Wednesdays were a highlight of the summer for me.  Great 
food, great fellowship, and great weather ï I believe we were only rained out 
once this season!  Thank you to everyone who came out and took part by 
bringing food to share and helping with set-up and clean-up each week.  Iôd 
particularly like to thank all those who provided such a wonderful spread on 
August 21 for the meeting of the Edmonton area Council Chairs/Members.  We 
received a lot of compliments on the food, the hospitality, the church, and our 
beautiful grounds, and many thanks go out to Glory members from the guests 
who attended that meeting    

And speaking of the meeting of Council Chairs/Members, Iôm pleased to report 
that this is an ongoing initiative that arose out of the Synod Convention in 
June.  An email invitation issued by Deena Hinshaw, Council Chair at Trinity 
Edmonton, led to a conversation between four of us at the Convention.  That 
conversation grew to about 18 people at the meeting at Glory in August, and 
another meeting was held in early October at St. Matthewôs in Spruce 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

Grove.  Itôs been wonderful to get to know, or in some cases to reconnect, with 
members of other churches in our Synod.  Itôs good to be able to discuss ideas 
and explore ways in which we can collaborate in facing challenges and 
concerns, as well as sharing our joys and strengths.  One of the initial projects 
we are hoping to take on will be the growth of the youth partnership started by 
Glory and Mount Olivet to the wider network of ELCIC congregations in the 
Edmonton area.  Next year, Lutheran and Anglican youth will be gathering at 
CLAY in Saskatoon, and we would love to see a strong contingent attending 
from our area.    

Another highlight, and a great example of our churches coming together, was 
the Choir Festival held at Ascension on September 22, 2024.  The depth and 
breadth of talent ï from small choirs of a half dozen people to our much larger 
choir here at Glory ï was truly remarkable!  Thanks go out to Pat Becker and 
the other organizers of this event, along with all of the choir members from the 
participating churches, for a wonderful evening of fellowship and song.    

I hope you have all had a lovely Thanksgiving!  I thank God for all of the 
blessings of the Summer, and for those to come this Fall.  

Rose Schlegl, Council Chair   

Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca  

Ladies Bag Lunch Group 

Bring your lunch and join other ladies in the narthex at 12:00 noon on 
October 23rd. The Ladies Bag Lunch Noon Group typically meets every 
second and fourth Wednesdays of the month but please check the GLC 
calendar as exact dates will be posted there.  

After a time of visiting we will discuss the book Mostly 
What God Does: Reflections on Seeking and Finding His 
Love Everywhere by Savannah Guthrie. Please join us 
even if you have not read the book. Having read the book 
is not a requirement. This is a wonderful time to meet and 
get to know other ladies of the congregation.  

mailto:Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
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Spiritual Spiritual  

Our  Our  

Journey Journey 

A Message from Pastor Nickel 

Since we are all on OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY OF LIFE,   
when we look around we see that a lot has changed around us in just a few 
years ï including some things that affect us whether we want them to or 
not.  So, how can we deal with all that and respond as Christians?  Why 
not start with the TEST OF LOVE.  
 

The Bible reminds us that ñGod loved the world so much that he gave his 
only Sonéò  LOVE is the key there for God and for his love for us.  That 
also means that we are to love others.  Out of ñloveò comes ñforgivenessò 
and ñunderstandingò, trying to work together for good, and more.  
 

So when we encounter, ñus versus themò, or arguments against other 
groups of people, try a simple test from the Bible and history:  ask yourself 
how you feel after listening to those arguments against others ï do you feel 
angry, upset, confused, fear, withdrawing or wanting to attack?  
 

If you hear an argument against others along with references to how bad or 
evil they are, and it stirs you up and you do not feel love ï then that 
argument is likely trying to lead you from love and Godôs love, and toward 
the opposite.  Then it may be time to turn off or tune out that message that 
is taking you away from Godôs love.  
When you feel bitterness or hate, it is likely leading you away in the wrong 
direction, even if it comes from someone saying they are Christians.  
 

CONTRAST THAT WITH Jesus and the Bible:  
+ We are to love one anotheré  
+ Our work is to introduce the love of God through Jesus Christ to those 
who do not know Him or his love, and to deepen the faith and 
commitment of those who do know and love him.  

+ We are to demonstrate Christôs way of ñservant loveò to the world.  
+ We are to live as Christ would have us live and serve as he would have 
us serve,  

+ God has a mission for all:  teach, preach, heal, help, love, and share as 
Christians in mission for others.  

 

In todayôs world of recorded events itôs easy to examine those who help pit 
one against another with the help of the GIANT ñMEGAPHONESò of social 

continued on next page... 
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media that amplify and multiply messages everywhere.  They are helped 
by the people who are willing to lie or give millions and billions to help 
ñsellò their messages.  These include òInfluencersò who speak against 
others as being evil even while claiming they speak prophetically for 
God.  [There are guidelines in the Bible for speaking in such ways...]     Or 
consider those who want governments to be ñChristianò according to their 
way of understanding.  [ñChristian Nationalismò is based on ñme-and-myò 
interpretations of the Bibleôs laws, and history has shown that past 
examples end in failure, or can lead to authoritarians and 
dictators.]     And today we have those who continue to manufacture and 
stir up unhappy people against others for their own power, profit, 
persuasion, and prestige, and are willing to spend millions and billions to 
campaign for their own gain or ideology.     Also we have other 
governments who employ experts to lie and deceive to influence us, our 
decision-making, and our elections.     And now anyone can pay for 
artificial intelligence that will be designed to show or say anything that we 
want on fake videos.  
 

INSTEAD, God created us to live and walk and move in the love of God 
for us.  Jesus spoke about the Good Samaritan who helped others in 
need.   Do for others what you would like them to do for you.   Love your 
neighbor as yourself.  
 

Paul in Ephesians 3, wrote a prayer that we might be strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit, and ñthat Christ will live in your hearts.  Stand firm and be 
deeply rooted in his loveéand know all about Christôs love.ò  
 

For those who have hurts, fears and troubles, even deep within ourselves, 
Jesus invites us to let him and his love into our lives and dwell in our 
hearts by faith.  He comes to heal and cleanse us from things in our past 
that keep us from Godôs love so that we can live in love with him in our 
future.  Godôs love invites you to replace that in you which is not love with 
that which is love, Godôs love.  
  
Let Godôs love determine what is right and wrong, let Godôs love help 
keep you away from the manufactured anger and hurt of today, and let 
God use us to be the healing love that the world deeply needs.     
 

 Together in Christ, Gary      
 

...continued from previous page. 
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Gloryôs Garage 
The Facts:  
¶ Glory has experienced numerous thefts from its property specifically yard 
maintenance tools and machineryé. Yupéthatôs true!  
¶ The cost of a new garage will be between $50-60,000é. Yupéthatôs true!  
¶ The repairs to the portico will still go-ahead even with a garage buildé. Yupé
thatôs true!  
¶ Your donations to help build the garage go into the capital building fundé. 
Yupéthatôs true!  
¶ This is not a ñman-caveò because women and men help with ground careé. 
Yupéthatôs true!  

 

Additional Detailed Info: 
As many of you know, at long last we are planning for the construction of a 
garage on our property. We are currently waiting for a building permit from 
Alberta Transportation. This is apparently required for any construction project 
that is within 800 metres of a highway. Quotes obtained to date indicate that the 
total cost of the garage will be in the range of $50,000 to $60,000.  
 

The proposed garage is being built for secure storage and servicing of our lawn, 
snow removal, and other equipment.  
¶ Storage space within the church is at a premium and we have outgrown the 
sea can as well.  
¶ A proper structure would improve the appearance of our property and ease 
the operations of our property committee. The sea can doors, for example, 
are very heavy and can make the movement of equipment in and out difficult. 
The sea can is not suitable (and potentially dangerous) as a workspace for 
repairs due to its narrow width.  
¶ We have experienced several thefts from sea cans and shed in the past few 
years. We believe the garage would aid with theft prevention and fire 
suppression, as it would be visible over a wide range and provide an 
excellent vantage point for security cameras.  

 

Please consider a special donation toward the building of the garage. These 
donations should be directed to Gloryôs Capital Building Fund with a note that 
they should go to the garage building. You can follow the fundraising progress on 
the ñmodelò of Gloryôs Garage (located in the Narthex). 
You will have noticed that repair work is needed on the portico. A catering truck 
ran into the west end of this structure and revealed water damage resulting from 
a design flaw when the church was constructed. Several repair options are 
currently being considered. We are planning to go ahead with the garage project 
regardless of the portico repair work. Although the cost of this repair has not 
been determined, Glory currently has money in a ñrainy dayò fund which can be 
used for this repair.        Thank you!     ~Your church council 
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We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Mike Lee for creating exquisite miniature 
artwork on the model of Glory's Garage, now displayed in the church Narthex. 
Children and youth from Glory's community will bring these masterpieces to life 
with colourful contributions, symbolizing donations received for the building's 
construction. Thank you, Mike, for your creativity and generosity - we look 
forward to a vibrantly colourful garage! 

October 17, 2024 


