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Message from Pastor——Mar k

September 2021

Thanksgiving in Times of Trou
Dear family of God,

They say that when the going gets tough, the tough get going. But for Christians there is a better s
the going gets tough, Godébés people become t|
societyandourveifsaro f t he cor ona Vi r us, Angeatwhe gogernment) dt s
resisters and deni€aspiciorof established medicine, science, government relgulatratisnwith

masks and with the ways we are forced to adapt our work, our schools, our social and recreationa
Fatiguefrom the effects of the virus, and from the effects of restrictions. Feelings come with though
and actions. They get expressed in news headlines and comment sections, on Twitter, Facebook
social media. Sometimes in person.

Thanksgiving s bot h a feeling and an expression of
LORD for he is goodo, Psalm 107:1. We may ni
saying it also influences how we feel and think. We can cultivate feelings, for better or worse. The
mands us not to be angry, fearful, or suspicious, but thankful.

| read a news article about a man whose family had fallen victim to misinformatidf. dheuaSANeD

only one vaccinated and healthy, the rest of his extended family got sick, some of them were hosf
man was angry, frustrated, sad, and tired. He was asked where the misinformation came from. He
squarely at a church and their pastor who told his congregation not to worry about COVID, not to \

use hygiene or get vaccinated. The pastor s
ple simply to pray.

With great frustration, the man in the inte]
thing needed for our prayers to be fulfilleid

God gave us medicine and a brain. And we ought to give God thanks. God also gave us Jesus. A:

the interview pointed out: AfJesus was a heal
doing Jesusdé work.o
That sentence, AGod has done everything nee:

answered your prayers? Or where has God provided the means by which they can be answered?
need is restoring our relationships. With ourselves, with one another, with family and friends, with
indigenous people, with nature, with God. We often pray for these things. Sometimes it seems in \
God not provided everything needed for these prayers to be answered? Jesus is our peace. Jesus
er. Jesus is Godbdbs great reconciler, restor
We dondét have to worry about that any mor e.
gift, to love others the way God loves us. That gift of grace, of a reconciled relationship with God, |
answer to all our prayers: it is what we need to reconcile and restore our other relationships. And i
need to be able to give thanks.

n"nO give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
~Pastor Markus
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