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A Message From Pastor Markus 

September 2025 

 

As I sit down to write this article, the AI assistant on my computer asks me what 
I want to write about and offers me the following suggestions. “Write a bed-time 
story for a eight-year-old about dinosaurs.” And, “Do you want to write an 
application for a job with microsoft?” I’ve also had offers by AI to write a sermon 
for me.  

A recent edition of “Christian Century” magazine asked, “Can AI do ministry?” 
While this technology is permeating every aspect of our private and corporate 
lives, this is a very important question. The question about AI is at the same 
time a question of who we are and what makes us human. Artificial Intelligence 
is very good at analyzing information, data, and give a summary of a particular 
subject or answer a particular question based on all the information stored on 
google or other platforms. But as one philosopher of technology put it,  AI does 
not have a point of view. If you ask five computers to answer the same 
question, they basically will each give the same answer. Not so with us humans. 
Five people will have five different answers to the same question, from five 
different points of view.  

That’s one difference between artificial and human intelligence. Humans have 
unique points of view: they can argue, debate, change their minds, get upset, 
calm down, disagree, plead, persuade, contradict, lie, deceive, come around, 
give in, repent, and believe (even without physical proof). Human intelligence is 
messy, and we don’t very much like messiness. We like there to be clear cut 
answers to our questions, the kind a computer will give you. We like to divide 
right from wrong as sharply as possible. The switch is either on or off, an 
answer is either right or wrong, the earth is either round or flat, it’s either up or 
down, left or right. This mechanical thinking has so much infected the political 
discourse of the United States of America that some leaders are now openly 
calling their political opponents “darkness, evil, and nothing” and their own side 
“light, goodness, and everything”. They want us to believe that the switch is 
either on or off, you’re either with us or against us. They demand the kind of 
loyalty that belongs to God alone.  

continued on next page... 
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Everyone Is 
Welcome 

Are you new to Glory?  We welcome you! 
Please sign our Guestbook! 

 

To stay in the loop, please call or email the office to receive a database entry 
form and request offering envelopes  

to ensure you will receive tax receipts.   
You may also contact the office to get a mail folder and nametag;  

and subscribe to our congregation email distribution list   
to receive weekly e-news and important announcements. 

glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 

...continued from previous page 

God is not an AI robot. Nor is the Bible an AI manual. God is the living and 
personal creator of all that is  who made humans in God’s image: living, 
personal, creative beings who have a point of view. We have a point of view 
because we are limited. We are not the centre of the universe any more than 
the next person. We may have the point of view that we are in fact the center, 
but that conflicts with the next person’s view.  

As believers in God we view God as the center of the universe. If there is an 

absolute right, an absolute “good”, then that is God. “Why do you call me good? 

God alone is good!” Jesus said to the rich young ruler who asked Jesus, the 

“good teacher”, about going to heaven. Even Jesus, in his earthly body and 

mind, had a point of view. But in Jesus Christ, the almighty creator also gives us 

his point of view: God looks at us through the lens, the eyes, the human being 

named Jesus, who walks with us and talks with us, listens, argues, persuades 

us, and most importantly loves us. Jesus doesn’t argue to defeat us and prove 

himself right with words. Jesus fell silent before the priests and scribes, and 

before Pontius Pilate, when they questioned him. Sometimes the best answer is 

no answer.  

Pastor Markus 
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As summer draws to a close and we return to our regular routines, I’d like to encourage 
everyone to think about adding some volunteer time at Glory into those routines.  We 
have so many different ways in which you can serve – whether it’s greeting, ushering, 
reading or singing at our worship services, or serving coffee and snacks after service, or 
teaching Sunday School, or helping with property and maintenance of our building and 
grounds, or helping out at funerals or other functions, or serving on council or a myriad 
of subcommittees, or … well, you name it and we would be more than happy to have 
you join in.    

I’d also like to invite everyone (of any age) who volunteers or would be interested in 
doing so to join us on Saturday, October 25, 2025 at our annual Planning and Retreat 
Day.  My apologies for having to postpone this from the original date of September 13 
as we had some scheduling conflicts, but I hope that the October 25th date will work for 
many of you.  If you are interested, please email me at council.chair@glorylutheran.ca 
for more information or to confirm your attendance. 

Lastly, I’d just like to thank our Fireside Wednesday regulars for their help in setting up, 
cooking, and cleaning up every week.  We had some great weather, great food, and 
great conversations around the picnic table all summer long.  Thanks especially to Dave 
Hauf for being a great co-host and firing up the barbeque while I was firing up the coffee 
pot! 

Rose Schlegl  Council Chair 

September 2025 

Council Highlights 

 October 25, 2025 
9am—4pm 

mailto:council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
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Spiritual Spiritual  

Our  Our  

Journey Journey 

A Message from Pastor Nickel 

ON OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
 

The TV show sergeant briefs the people in front of him: “OK, let’s go to work, BUT 
HEY, HEY, LET’S BE CAREFUL OUT THERE!” 
                     And Jesus told us via the Bible to be wise and careful – on  
                     our Journey of Faith and Life in our world. 
And remember that Blessing:  “As you go on your way, May He go with you,    
Before you to show you the way…   Above you to watch over you…” 
 

So how regularly do you make all of that a part of your life? 
One way is to INCLUDE LITTLE PRAYERS IN the midst of YOUR BUSY LIFE 
which ASK GOD TO HELP, GUIDE, AND PROTECT YOU in today’s world!  So are 
they a part of your life when you encounter “stuff”? 
 

These kinds of prayers were [and are] a part of my travels.  While in the Air Force 
on one coast-to-coast trip going through the US South, my ride dropped me off in a 
small town. After hours on the road, I went nearby to the lone gas station to buy 
something and asked to use the restroom.  I was looked over by the young man in 
charge, and he frowned and said, no, go across the road.  [Across the road was an 
open field with a billboard.] 
 

The rest of the story:  I was carrying a bag that said “Air Force” on it, and saw him 
look closely at it and frown. Plus I had read earlier about one area in that state that 
was prejudiced against anyone in the military – as well those of dark skin -- with 
support of local police -- and I felt his prejudices. 
 

I didn’t say another word and left.  Was it only coincidence that I had read about this 
area earlier so that I was forewarned and left carefully?  OR had the Holy Spirit 
been working to help, guide, and protect me?! 
 

[Remember in the Bible about God being “outside our door, knocking,” waiting to be 
invited in.  God does not go where he’s not invited so we need to be welcoming and 
OPEN TO GOD BEING WITH US anytime, anyplace.  He can be protecting us as 
we go on or lead us in new ways and directions. It might be like when we pray a 
fast, “Help!” in an emergency and don’t have clue as to what we need – as we leave 
things in God’s Hands.] 
  

Back to traveling further south, one ride told me that if anyone of a certain race “got 



 

7 

in his way, he would blow him away” -- and pulled a gun out of the glove box to 
make his point.   
 

Still later, a man of Creole ancestry gave me a ride and conversation and 
eventually asked if I would like to see how the people live in this part of the country.  
We pulled off the main highway onto a parallel dirt road and stopped at a group of 
shacks where ancestors of slaves who were  
“sharecroppers” lived for generations in poverty invisible to the highway. 
 

Was it only coincidence that I learned about prejudice personally, and of the 
prejudices of some people, and also about the love and care expressed by the 
Creole man to show me another side of life in the Deep South?  OR was that the 
Holy Spirit at work giving me an education to use?! 
 

I was directed toward the study of “linguistics” and uses of words. Then a few years 
ago I noticed that some social comments took new twists.   
+One was for some to accuse their opposites of being or doing x or y -- when they 
themselves start to do what they accuse the “other side” of doing.   
+Another:  repeat false messages long enough and strongly enough in order to 
persuade/convince/sell their opinions -- which generally does work!    
Now there are many in our world who do both as a part of multi-million dollar 
businesses, using fear and “us-versus-them”.   
 

As a result of my studies, I try to ignore descriptive persuasive words and tactics 
that try to move us from the issues or that try to move us by using fear or anger.     
And it was not coincidence then that I learned about the dark sides of persuasion 
and prejudice and half-truths -- the Holy Spirit had been giving me an education 
for a world which increasingly has more and more of these challenges!  
 

“Artificial Intelligence” [AI] is now among us and can be made to look and sound 
just like our relatives or anyone, or like you to others.  Last week, I got another 
phone call from “Telus” about a big deal, but with a much more professional spiel.  
So: real deal, or old scam using new AI; and yes, a good time for quick prayer!  
Then I asked questions in a certain way which made the phone voice unnaturally 
“stutter” – and got my answer: AI, & scam! 
 

MORE PRAYER for GUIDANCE by the Holy Spirit WILL HELP guide you through 
your journey of life.  Listen for it -- and be open to when it happens! 
                                                                         Together in Christ, -Gary 
 
 

HERE’S SOME NEW ONE-LINERS:                                                                                                        
 

“Don’t pray for rain – if you plan to complain about the mud.” 
“Don’t equal amounts of dark and white chocolate make a balanced diet?” 

   “Every time history repeats itself, the price of the lesson goes up. 
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Reflection: A Modern-Day Oracle 
I wrote this oracle in seminary while studying Isaiah and the Prophets, drawing 
especially from the tradition of Amos.  It is a lament that speaks into our present 
moment with the voice of a prophet.  Though written independently, it echoes 
the themes found in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus: the reversal of 
status, the blindness of privilege, and the call to radical compassion.  Where 
comfort and status in this life do not guarantee peace in the next, this reflection 
invites us to see with new eyes.  May these words unsettle us, awaken us, and 
move us toward the kind of justice, mercy, and humility that Jesus embodied. 
 
Isaiah and the Prophets Oracle 
By Lisa Smith 
 

1) Hear this word, you citizens of Sherwood Park, 
 who dwell in comfort, drive luxury cars,  
 tote designer purses to church,  
 and dress the altar in fine cloths and costly candles: 
 

2) Does the addict linger outside AA meetings,  
 beneath liquor signs that glorify the very thing they’re trying to escape? 
 

3) Does the wanderer step into Starbucks,  
 just to taste something warm? 
 

4) Does the patient discharged from the mental health ward, 
 overdose again on the very pills meant to heal? 
 

5) Does the drug dealer prey on the lonely, offering friendship,  
 then taking what was never theirs to take? 
 

6) Does a desperate soul steal a pair of gloves,  
 just to survive the winter chill? 
 

7) Does someone ride the transit all day, 
 just to escape isolation? 
 

8) Do the elderly wither and die,  
 forgotten in the corners of retirement homes? 
 

9) Do the homeless camp outside the locked church doors,  
 leaving traces in the wildflowers nearby? 
 

10) You shift your gaze, turn up your noses,  
 as these visions enter your world. 
 

11) Your hearts grow hard at the sight,  
 convinced these problems are not yours to solve. 
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12) Thus says the Lord: 
As you bask in wealth,  

 your money can vanish. 
 

13) As you warm your homes,  
 they can burn. 
 

14) As you flaunt new clothes, 
 they can tear. 
 

15) As you feast,  
 your bellies can hunger. 
 

16) As you live for self,  
 you can end up alone. 
 

17)  Seek the Lord and live. 
Do not live only for yourselves, 
or get drawn into material things  

 that do not matter. 
 

18) Open your eyes, listen,  
 and pay attention! 

19) Live in humility. 
Talk to your family. 
Welcome the stranger. 
Comfort the lonely. 
Visit the elderly. 
Help the homeless. 
Do not pass by the lost. 
Feed the hungry. 
Protect the wounded. 

 

20) Do not discriminate,  
 or cower in silence. 

Hold politicians to the tasks they 
promised, 
Take a stand for social justice. 

 

21) Let relationships be your 
 priority. 
Love one another, 
as your Savior God loves you. 

   Says the Lord. 
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Office Hours: Tues-Fri 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
Please note that Heidi may be out of the office at times.   

Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during office 
hours.  Please call the office if you would like to visit the church. 

22577 Hwy 16,  
Sherwood Park, Alberta,  

T8A 4T7 

 

Phone: 780.416.9594  glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm   pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca  
Intern Deacon Lisa Smith-Schroeder  lisa.smith@glorylutheran.ca 
Check out our Website:    www.glorylutheran.ca 

October 2 Confirmation Starts - Thursdays 6:30pm 

October 8 Council Meeting 6:00pm 

October 8 & 22 Ladies Bagged Lunch Group 12:00pm 

October 9 Council Meeting 6:00pm 

October 11 & 25  GriefShare Meeting 10:00am 

October 18 Bridal Shower for Sylvia Kiel 2:00pm 

October 20-23 34th Annual Ecumenical Mission of Strathcona County (EMSC) 

October 22 EMSC - Bible Study @ Glory 10am 

October 25 Council Retreat 

October 26 Baptism Sunday 

October 26 ELCIC Choir Festival 7:00pm at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 

November 1 Festival Singers Workshop 
 

Tuesdays Praise Band Rehearsal 7:00pm 

Thursdays Confirmation 6:30pm 

Thursdays Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm 

2nd Thursdays Worship at Strathcona Care - Monthly 10:15am 

Last Thursdays Worship at Hardisty Care Centre - Monthly 10:00am 

Sundays Worship 10:30 am (Communion 2
nd 

& 4
th
  Sundays) 

http://www.instagram.com/glorylutheran
http://www.facebook.com/glorylutheran

