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A Message From Pastor Markus 

September 2024 

 Dear Friends, 

The picture on the cover of this newsletter is a 500 year old painting that sits above the altar in 

the city church of Saint Mary in Wittenberg, the place where Martin Luther was the pastor at the 

time. It depicts the Last Supper of Jesus with his twelve disciples. If you recall the story, Jesus 

had just announced that one of them would betray him and the disciples asked, ñWho is it? Is it 

me?ò Jesus said, ñItôs the one Iôm giving a piece of bread to,ò and he gave it to Judas. The artist 

Lukas Cranach painted the menôs faces and dress in the style of 16th century German towns folk. 

He also included Martin Lutherôs face. He is the one receiving the cup from the servant. (He looks 

the way he did while hiding from the mob during his time spent at the Wartburg Castle, when he 

changed his name to Duke George (Junker Joerg) and grew a beard.) 

The altar piece in Lutherôs church shows us how important this sacrament was to Luther and the 

other Reformers of Wittenberg. If you look at the altar piece as a whole, you notice there are 

altogether four panels. The bottom piece, called the predella, shows Martin preaching to the 

Wittenberg congregation. Jesus 

Christ crucified is the content of his 

message. We are made righteous, 

good, free, and alive by the death of 

Godôs Son. Notice how Jesus arms 

stretch right to the frame of the 

picture, so that it seems as if he is 

holding up the top three panels.  

The top three panels, from left to 

right show the three sacraments 

which the reformers retained of the 

seven which the Roman church 

has: Baptism is shown on the left, 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

with Philip Melanchthon, the friend and colleague of Luther, baptizing an infant. On the very right 

another Wittenberg pastor named Bugenhagen is practicing ñthe office of the keysò, confession 

and forgiveness, with one penitent sinner being absolved while the other turns away with his 

hands tied with a rope: he is still bound by his sins.  

The center of the entire ensemble of images is of course Holy Communion. There is a reason that 

it is the largest, and that Jesus on the cross with outstretched hands is holding it up. The weekly 

gathering of Jesusô followers is the most important and central celebration of the congregation of 

Christians. Jesus is the host, not Martin Luther or any other pastor. We gather like those first 

disciples at the last supper; sinners 

and saints, we all receive the bread of 

life and the cup of salvation. The 

painter Lukas Cranach deliberately 

chose to show Luther receiving the 

cup; unlike the Roman practice at the 

time, the congregation should receive 

both elements. The fact that Judas is 

also receiving the Lordôs body and 

blood is a reminder that the grace of 

Christ, the love of God and the reach 

of the Holy Spirit extend even to those 

who would betray Jesus.  

If we painted a contemporary picture 

of Holy Communion or the Last 

Supper, what would it look like? 

Would it include you and me? And 

what if we turned around the question 

ñIs it me, Lord? Will I betray you?ò, 

and instead asked, ñLord, how can I 

be more faithful to you? Will you help 

me trust you, accept the grace that 

you offer here and walk away free and 

more alive from this table?ò  

Pastor Markus 
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Let me Introduce Myself é  
Lisa Smith-Schroeder  

 

I grew up in Sherwood Park, being the 
youngest of five siblings.  My father was 
from Germany and my mother came from a 
small, southern Saskatchewan farming 
community. My parents raised us to go to 
church, attend Sunday School, and 
Confirmation, so there is a strong Lutheran 
faith foundation.   

Long ago when I was a young adult, I 
attained my Travel Consultant Diploma and 
worked as a Travel Agent because I had 
the travel bug.  Then I joined the Canadian 
Armed Forces to ñlive the adventure,ò first, 
working as a clerk in finance and resource 
management.  As I worked my way through 
the ranks, I went back to university, and 
eventually attained a Bachelor of 
Commerce Degree.  This allowed me to 

commission from the ranks and work as a Healthcare Administrator in a variety 
of capacities. After 26 years of service, I retired as a Captain.  

My personal call came from challenging life experiences, and experiencing a lot 
of loss, particularly the loss of my late husband, Michael, who was diagnosed 
with ALS one week after our premature twins, John and Victoria, were 
born.  Our journey raising a young family, while living with ALS was difficult, but 
during that time we grew close as a family and connected to a wonderful 
community.  My faith gave me strength to get through this experience and other 
difficult situations.  It helped me appreciate what is important in life, and has 
spurred my desire to help and bring hope to others.  I am open to sharing my 
personal experiences, as we get to know one another some more.  

Family is very important and raising my twins, John and Victoria, into 
responsible, kind, compassionate, loving, and helpful young adults means so 
much to me.  Also, I am very happy to have reconnected with my best friend, 
Glenn, from high school who is my biggest supporter, and who also grounds 
me. We married in 2020. Glenn is a wonderful husband, and a terrific role 
model to my children and me!  

When I began my theological journey, I originally enrolled in the Masters of 
Divinity (MDiv) program at the Lutheran Theological Seminary.  I completed 

continued on next page... 
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about half of the degree program when after further discernment I made the 
decision to transfer from MDiv to the Diaconal Certificate program.  My life 
experiences and work background have provided me with a broad range of 
transferable skills that allow me to be flexible and work in a variety of 
areas.  Therefore, diaconal ministry fits well.  I am open to wherever the Spirit 
leads me in keeping with itsô freedom of movement.  Although, I am careful to 
maintain a holistic and balanced quality of life.    

In going forward in a diaconal context Iôm interested in bringing a prophetic word 
to sermons wherever possible, forging connections with people, including with 
the Indigenous culture and bringing awareness and education to the church.  I 
like facilitating small group ministry.  I am interested in Spiritual Care practices, 
providing support and education in Caregiver-Centered Care, as well as 
building ecumenical and other relationships, and lending an ear to those who 
would like a visit, always looking to identify potential needs.  Also, when the 
time is right, one day Iôd love to participate in a Synod mission trip, when 
practical.    

I am happy to be at Glory Lutheran Church part-time for the coming year.  Your 
warmth has already made me feel at home, and I am excited to walk alongside 
you in faith and service.  I look forward to learning from each of you, growing in 
my own journey, and contributing to this wonderful community.  Together, let us 
seek Godôs guidance, share His love, and build each other up in the spirit of 
unity and graceé ~ Lisa  

The Internship Committee and Congregation officially welcomed our new 
Diaconal Intern, Lisa, September 15, 2024. 
Left to Right: Keltie MacKenzie, Orleen Pearson, Lisa Smith-Schroeder, 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm, Wayne Wolfe, Grayson Wagner, Alastair Mitchell.   
Not present: Rita Spain, Rose Schlegl 

...continued from previous page 
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Gloryôs Garage 
The Facts:  
¶ Glory has experienced numerous thefts from its property specifically yard 
maintenance tools and machineryé. Yupéthatôs true!  
¶ The cost of a new garage will be between $50-60,000é. Yupéthatôs true!  
¶ The repairs to the portico will still go-ahead even with a garage buildé. Yupé
thatôs true!  
¶ Your donations to help build the garage go into the capital building fundé. 
Yupéthatôs true!  
¶ This is not a ñman-caveò because women and men help with ground careé. 
Yupéthatôs true!  

 

Additional Detailed Info: 
As many of you know, at long last we are planning for the construction of a 
garage on our property. We are currently waiting for a building permit from 
Alberta Transportation. This is apparently required for any construction project 
that is within 800 metres of a highway. Quotes obtained to date indicate that the 
total cost of the garage will be in the range of $50,000 to $60,000.  
 

The proposed garage is being built for secure storage and servicing of our lawn, 
snow removal, and other equipment.  
¶ Storage space within the church is at a premium and we have outgrown the 
sea can as well.  
¶ A proper structure would improve the appearance of our property and ease 
the operations of our property committee. The sea can doors, for example, 
are very heavy and can make the movement of equipment in and out difficult. 
The sea can is not suitable (and potentially dangerous) as a workspace for 
repairs due to its narrow width.  
¶ We have experienced several thefts from sea cans and shed in the past few 
years. We believe the garage would aid with theft prevention and fire 
suppression, as it would be visible over a wide range and provide an 
excellent vantage point for security cameras.  

 

Please consider a special donation toward the building of the garage. These 
donations should be directed to Gloryôs Capital Building Fund with a note that 
they should go to the garage building. You can follow the fundraising progress on 
the ñmodelò of Gloryôs Garage (located in the Narthex). 
You will have noticed that repair work is needed on the portico. A catering truck 
ran into the west end of this structure and revealed water damage resulting from 
a design flaw when the church was constructed. Several repair options are 
currently being considered. We are planning to go ahead with the garage project 
regardless of the portico repair work. Although the cost of this repair has not 
been determined, Glory currently has money in a ñrainy dayò fund which can be 
used for this repair.        Thank you!     ~Your church council 
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¢I!bY ¸h¦ ǘƻ aƛƪŜ [ŜŜ ŦƻǊ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǊǝǎǝŎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ 
DƭƻǊȅΩǎ DŀǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ bŀǊǘƘŜȄΗ DƭƻǊȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ 
ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ±9w¸ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŦǳƭ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǜǳƭƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΗ   
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Refugee 
Committee 
Update 

Hasan Family Update 

The refugee committee is pleased to announce 
that Odai, Doaa, and their two sons 
successfully moved into their new apartment 
on 21 August. They had been staying with 
Odaiôs parents until the apartment was ready. 
The move went very well, and the family is now 
enjoying a clean, well-appointed home with a 
good balcony view. They are also very close to 
other family members, a school for the boys, 
and many stores and services. They are very 
happy.  

The refugee committee once again thanks all 
of you for your generous donations of 
furnishings and contributions to the refugee 
fund, as well as your continuing prayers. We 
are very grateful that Odai and Doaa also have 
such dedicated love and support from 
family members already living in Edmonton, 
who continue to help them in many ways. 

¢ƘŜ Iŀǎŀƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ   
5ƻŀŀΣ hŘŀƛΣ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ ŀƴŘ !ƘƳŀŘ 

Doaa, Odai and brother Laith Getting Keys and Lease 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page. 

hǳǊ aƻǾƛƴƎ /ǊŜǿ DǊŀƴŘǇŀκCŀǘƘŜǊ !ƘƳŀŘ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ōŜŘǎ 

"Make music to the Lord with the sound of singing!"     
 

You are invited to join our choir; learn some wonderful choral music;  
and make friends with a great group of people. 

 

ñSing to Him, sing praises to Him,  
tell of all His wonderful works!ò 

 

   Rehearsals are  
Thursdays 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

 

  Come and experience friendship and fellowship  
as we join our voices in prayer and in praise!  

Please call if you have any questions.  
  Pat (780) 998-5345.  
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Glory has a new social group for adults aged 18-50. We have branded 
ourselves ' Glory's "Grown-Ups" ' - since we know the true grown-ups are in 50 
Plus      The group holds events roughly monthly. So far in our gatherings, we've 
enjoyed snacks, coffee, and great conversation! While many other afternoons/
evenings will be spent similarly, future plans also include games nights, more 
focused discussions, and outings.  
 
Our next event is on October 8th. It will start with participation in the Blood Drive 
held at Bethel Lutheran at around 7 pm for those who are able (appointments to 
be made through Canadian Blood Services). Then, we will go for ice cream at 
Twice Cream in Sherwood Park!  
 
If you are interested in more information or to become involved, please contact 
Grayson or Dani. 

https://www.weberfuneralhome.ca/obituary/Wayne-Schmidt
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Photos from Sunday School, September 15, 2024 

There are registration forms hanging on 
the education bulletin board in the 
Narthex you can fill out and put in the 

Sunday School mail folder.  
 

Sunday School is for children  
in ECS through Grade 6. 

Register for 
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Spiritual Spiritual  

Our  Our  

Journey 

A Message from Pastor Nickel 

Journey 

continued on next page... 

How much are you AWARE  of God and His Gifts that he gives us.  Sure 
we are busy all the time ï but that can become ñstuffò that gets in the way 
of our relationship with God and what God offers to us.  

ñOffersò?  Yes, God offers and gives us lots ï but like all gifts that are 
given, one person may offer a gift, BUT until we RECEIVE / ACCEPT the 
gift, it doesnôt have as much meaning as it could.  

Learn to recognize who God is, and his relationship with us. God asks us to 
be ourselves and to be the unique person we are -- AND then to make use 
of our time, talents, and abilities ï each in our own way to do what God 
calls us to do.  

How about the LISTENING part of all this?  Do we really take time to 
LISTEN FOR some direction and guidance from God ï perhaps through 
people or situations we donôt normally think of or ñseeò or ñnoticeò.  Maybe 
IT IS TIME TO HAVE SOME MORE AWARENESS.  

Sometimes it takes a lot of effort to quit talking and listen, to quit ñtryingò 
and pause and be still and LISTEN FOR THE STILL QUIET VOICE OF 
GOD IN THE MIDST OF OUR BUSY WORLD.  

Moses for example needed a long time to learn to be still and responsive to 
God.  Even then he put up a big argument before he was willing to become 
Godôs servant.  Moses learned to be Moses when he learned who God 
was.  You too, can learn your identity and uniqueness, when you discover 
your identity together with the abiding presence of God.  THAT IS THERE, 
waiting for you, so have you been looking for it?  

 Godôs call to us may come to us in a quite normal way.  It may come 
through the obvious need of a neighbor or the unseen need of a stranger.  

His call to us may come in an unexpected time and manner.  

Praying to the Holy Spirit to ask the Spiritôs help can make a big difference 
here.  THEN LISTEN for a response!!   Maybe taking time to slow down, for 
silence, contemplation, being aware of what is around us ï all these things 
can help.  If you havenôt, how much longer will you wait before you take the 
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pathway to recognizing the God who is before you ï the God of 
redemptive love who calls you to loving, caring, helping, reaching out 
around us to NEW interactions with one another.  

We need especially to be able to listen attentively to God.  Sometimes 
Goe speaks to us in the silence of our taking time for 
meditation.  Sometimes he seeks to speak to us through his world and 
through one another.    

HOW ABOUT TRYING PRAYER IN A NEW WAY:  pray daily for at least 
30 days, praying one minute each in these specific aspects of 
prayer:  adoration,   thanksgiving,   dedication   guidance,   intercession,   
petition,    meditation,   confession,   and forgiveness ï both sought and 
offered.  

[Thatôs from what, ñGodôs Questions and Answersò suggested.]  

Imagine what 9 minutes every day in prayer means.  Some people claim 
they would not know what to say, that they couldnôt possibly pray that 
long.  BUT WHEN THERE IS DIRECTION AND PURPOSE TO OUR 
PRAYING, including taking TIME TO SILENTLY LISTEN TO GOD, then 9 
minutes usually goes by all too quickly.  Why not try something like that?  

And again, remember that an AWARENESS of the presence of God is an 
awesome experience and can lead to a lot of great stuff.    

+ Have you thought about God in relationship WITH YOU:  Having  love, 
compassion, power, majesty, companionship, empathy, and 
redemption as -- GIFTS FOR YOU!  

+ God wants the best for us.    

+ God does provide us the strength and means to deal with our 
situations in life and reaches out to enfold us in his love that is greater 
than all understanding, thoroughly and unconditionally.         

 
Together in Christ,  
Gary Nickel  

...continued from previous page. 
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Join the "Celebration" for Season of Creation:  

September 1 - October 4 
 

The Season of Creation is the annual Christian celebration to pray and respond 
together for the cry of Creation: the ecumenical family around the world unites to 
listen and care for our common home. The "Celebration" begins September 1, 
the Feast of Creation, and ends October 4, the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, 
the patron saint of ecology beloved by many Christian denominations. The 
theme for Season of Creation this year is to hope and act with Creation, and 

the symbol is "the first fruits of hope," inspired by Romans 8:19-25.  

To learn more about this, please check your e-news or check out the  

Celebration Guide (https://drive.google.com/file/
d/12M3weSD4D2mvjCiI3Mxen3JQZ5Rrazz3/view?usp=sharing)  

and access advocacy and liturgical resources through 
the Season of Creation website (https://seasonofcreation.org/).   

https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=4d777f32e0&e=77d660aee9
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12M3weSD4D2mvjCiI3Mxen3JQZ5Rrazz3/view?usp=sharing
https://seasonofcreation.org/
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On Thursday evenings starting in October, a group of young people in 
grades 7 and 8 will gather for what is called confirmation. Generally, 
they are between 12 and 14 years old, but you can participate even if 
you are older! In fact, we welcome those who have already been 
confirmed to continue!  

In confirmation we create community through activities, conversations 
and study. We often play some non-competitive table tennis or another 
game and we toss all kinds of questions back and forth as we look for 
answers together. With the Bible and Martin Lutherôs Small Catechism 
as our guides, we learn about Jesus, God and ourselves. We 
sometimes go for walks, dig potatoes, have snowball fights, or play 
fetch with Otto the dog.  

At Christmas we may bake 
cookies for seniors. Another 
day we may make pizza with 
and for each other. On 
Sundays we light candles, 
pour water and participate in 
worship. Itôs called acolyting, 
which we will explain. In the 
spring we go to camp at 
Pigeon Lake or Sylvan Lake 
and meet other Lutheran 
youth from across Alberta. 

If you are interested and 
would like to register for 
confirmation, please contact 
the office or Pastor Markus 
directly.  

We start October 3rd. 
16 

Thursdays @ 6:30 

Starting  

October 3, 2024  

CONFIRMATION  
MINISTRY 2024 -25 
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Ladies Bag Lunch Group 

Bring your lunch and join other ladies in the narthex at 12:00 noon on 
September 25th. The Ladies Bag Lunch Noon Group typically meets every 
second and fourth Wednesdays of the month but please check the GLC 
calendar as exact dates will be posted there. (Please note that the October 
23rd meeting will be changed to an alternate date and the new date will be 
set at the Sept 25th meeting.) 

After a time of visiting we will discuss the book Mostly 
What God Does: Reflections on Seeking and Finding His 
Love Everywhere by Savannah Guthrie. Please join us even 
if you have not read the book. Having read the book is not 
a requirement. This is a wonderful time to meet and get to 
know other ladies of the congregation.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. Folks can park at Bonnie Doon mall that night. The 
doors will open at 6:30 and the concert will be at 7:00. Treats will be provided for 

all who would like to hear the beautiful sound when we join our voices.  

17 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2024 @ 7:00pm 

Featuring ELCIC church choirs 
Including Gloryõs Worship Choir 

At Ascension Lutheran Church 
8405 - 83 Street NW, Edmonton 

Admission:  free will offering for those in need 
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EƻĲƖШƚĲĲШċШƓőŸƣŸШĦċƓƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШƣőŔŰťШƣŸШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉЯШљfШĦŸƨũĬШĬŸШĤĲƣƣĲƖењШ 
ìĲũũЯШőĲƖĲќƚШǃŸƨƖШĦőċŰĦĲг Ш 
 

ìĲШŔŰƻŔƣĲШò§ÖШƣŸШƚƨĤůŔƣШċШĦċƓƣŔŸŰШƣőċƣШŔƚШŉƨŰŰǃЯШĦũĲƻĲƖЯШůĲůŸƖċĤũĲЯШŸƨƣƖċŊĲŸƨƚвŸƖШŢƨƚƣШ
ċũũ-ċƖŸƨŰĬШĲǂĦĲƓƣŔŸŰċũЮШШ 
 

cċƻĲШċШƓőŸƣŸШƣőċƣШŉĲċƣƨƖĲƚШŸƨƖШĦőƨƖĦőШŸƖШċШĦŸŰŊƖĲŊċƣŔŸŰШůĲůĤĲƖШыƽŔƣőШƣőĲŔƖШŸťьШƣőċƣШƽĲШ
ĦċŰШŉĲċƣƨƖĲШŔŰШƣőĲШŉƨƣƨƖĲеШШ[ĲĲũШŉƖĲĲШƣŸШƚĲŰĬШŔƣШŔŰгШ 
 

9ŸůůĲŰƣШƽŔƣőШǃŸƨƖШĦċƓƣŔŸŰШŸŰШ[ċĦĲĤŸŸťШŸƖШfŰƚƣċŊƖċůЯШŸƖШĲůċŔũШĦċƓƣŔŸŰƚШċŰĬШƓőŸƣŸƚШƣŸШ
ƣőĲШŸǭŔĦĲЯШŊũŸƖǃЮŸǭŔĦĲѻŊũŸƖǃũƨƣőĲƖċŰЮĦċШ 

continued on next page... 
continued on next page... 
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ñWanted! Alberta man on the run.ò - Steven 
 
ñWarrior Davidus, Mighty Slayer of the Tansy 
Besties.ò - Tim 
 
ñWhat we do in life echoes in eternity.ò - 
Maximus 

Your captions for last monthôs photo: 


