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Photo taken of Gloryôs field after haying at the end of July.  
Submitted by Tim Kihn.  More photos can be found on page 24. 
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continued on next page... 

Fall 2022 

Message from Pastor Markus 

Add-Ons, or Whose Church Is It Anyway? 

A week or so after returning from sabbatical I was asked whether I had gained 
any new insight about the church during those three months. I thought for a 
moment and then replied something like, ñI learned that Iôm not all that 
important.ò I think I used the expression ñadd-onò for how I felt about my 
relationship to the church. By stepping out of my role as pastor and away from 
day to day, week by week, month to month duties and activities, I realized that 
the church is able to survive without me, that Iôm not indispensable. The church 
is not my church. Itôs not yours either. It is not an organization that we can take 
responsibility for or ownership of.  

With all the worries in the world, we donôt need another one. But many of us 
worry about the church, itôs survival as an institution, itôs relevance in the  
modern world, itôs diminishing numbers and influence. ñThe crisis of declineò is 
what some have called it. Many of us try to work ever harder to stem the 
decline, but after two and a half years of pandemic, and with so many other 
worries in the world, some of us have grown tired. Like workers in the health 
care system, workers in the church, both paid and unpaid, are experiencing 
burn out more than ever. We can see it at Glory where we are lacking people to 
usher, read, make coffee, count offering, play drums, etc. With all the other 
responsibilities and worries we have in life, it is difficult to make the case for 
shouldering even more responsibilities in the church. 

On All Saints Sunday in November we will read the text from Ephesians 1:17-23 
ñI pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you 
a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according 
to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And 
he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.ò 
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The church is Christôs body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. The body 
fills all in all. The church then is much more than we can see. It is everywhere 
we look, but we always only look at a tiny field of view. God fills all in all. God 
our creator is in every creature, and in every minute bit of Godôs creation, from 
the most distant galaxy to the tiniest sub atomic particle. And Jesus Christ is the 
embodiment (incarnation) of the creator. That means Christ is also physically 
present where the Spirit of God is, i.e. everywhere.  

How does this help our small congregations survive and maybe even thrive? 
Maybe it is not about our survival or thriving at all. Maybe it helps by taking our 
eyes off ourselves and our own resources and looking to the One who died on a 
cross, whom we say is Godôs very being, who was buried and left for dead, but 
who rose on the third day and is seated at Godôs right hand.  

Sabbath rest was originally not meant for catching up on sleep and regenerating 
the human body so that it could work better and harder again. Originally God 
rested because He was finished with creating the world. Read Genesis 2:2. God 
hallowed the seventh day of the week because humans are to give thanks that 
all is finished. God has completed everything. That also applies to the church. 
Maybe even more so than for the whole creation. God has completed our 
salvation. Jesus said, ñIt is finished!ò (John 19:30). Thatôs what I realized again 
during my sabbatical. It is finished! I have nothing to add. Iôm an ñadd-onò to that 
which is already complete. It is not my church. I canôt take ownership of 
something that doesnôt belong to me. I can only be that part which God made 
me to be, nothing more and nothing less.  

Maybe making coffee for after worship is a job you can do. Mother Teresa was 
fond of saying, ñDo small things with great love.ò I love coffee, but maybe itôs 
okay not having coffee at all. It is not a sacrament. But if someone lovingly 
hands me a warm mug of java I am grateful. Itôs a welcome add-on that can 
communicate the love of Christ. And thatôs how I feel among you, Christôs body, 
as your pastor: A grateful add-on. Thanks be to God! 
 

Pastor Markus 

...continued from previous page. 
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Council Highlights 

Our Summer has flown by and weôre now well into Fall and the season of 
Thanksgiving.  We have many things to be thankful for, including the return over 
the past few months to more fellowship opportunities here at Glory and the 
return of Pastor Markus from his sabbatical. 

Fireside Wednesdays gave us the opportunity to come together and share good 
food and conversation.  Aside from the occasional cancellation due to looming 
thunderclouds, we enjoyed good weather with little or no wind or mosquitoes 
throughout July and August.  Thank you to the Beckers for the firewood and to 
Dave Hauf for keeping the fire going.  Thank you to everyone who brought 
goodies to share ï we have some excellent cooks and bakers here at Glory!  
And thank you to everyone who pitched in to help with set-up and clean-up each 
week. 

Thanks also go out to Susan Ronsko and everyone involved in Vacation Bible 
School during the month of August.  We kicked off the week with a barbeque for 
the Hastings Lake Bible Camp staff and our Glory volunteers.  We greatly 
appreciated all of the support provided by volunteers who worked with the kids, 
as well as those who helped with kitchen duties, set-up, clean-up, shopping, 
planning, baking, and cooking.   

Kidsô Church resumed in September and was kicked off with the Blessing of 
Backpacks, followed by a wiener roast.  We appreciate the BBQ skills of the 
Cruikshanks ï Kenda at the VBS BBQ and Gord at the Kidôs Church kick-off ï 
and thank Pat Becker and the other volunteers involved in this event.  Iôm 
delighted that Susan Ronsko and Jenny Takenaka have volunteered to 
coordinate Kids Church and to step into the Education portfolio on council.  The 
council position was vacated by Greg Jeffery earlier this year due to other time 
commitments and we thank you, Greg, for your service. 

Thank you also to Sebastian Montoya (and Dani!) for getting the (spike?)ball 
rolling on youth activities.  Sebastian is in charge of our IT and youth portfolio on 
council and is Gloryôs point person for our joint initiative with Mount Olivet for the 
hiring of a part-time youth worker.  We are pleased to announce that Elizabeth 
DeCorby, from Mount Olivet, will be taking on this position starting at the 
beginning of November.   

In early October, Glory hosted a tea for the Strathcona County Ecumenical 
Mission.  I wasnôt able to attend, but I understand that there was a good turnout, 
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...continued from previous page. 

an interesting presentation, and plenty of goodies to go around.  Thank you, Pat 
Becker, for taking the lead on organizing this event, with the help of Marjorie 
Zelent, Jean Poots, Myrna Zilm, Lynnette Woodrow, Joyce Spitzke, and Maggie 
Hensel.  I know that some of the goodies were enjoyed by congregation 
members during our regular Sunday morning coffee hours.  Thanks also to 
those of you who have hosted or helped out with coffee hour ï Iôm pleased to 
see so many people staying for a coffee and a chat after services! 

With respect to other outreach initiatives, Glory once again participated in the 
preparation of lunches for the Inner City Pastoral Ministry.  Thank you to 
Marjorie Zelent and her team of volunteers for coordinating this important 
ministry.  Thank you also to Neil & Eunice Querengesser for their work with the 
CLWR and their fund raising efforts in support of the Hasan Family refugee 
application.  We were able to raise the required funds in a very short period of 
time thanks to the generosity of Glory members! 

Lastly, but certainly not least, I am thankful for my fellow council members and 
all the work they do. In particular, I want to say how much I appreciate the extra 
work done these past few months by Lynn & Dave in dealing with faulty alarms 
and other security issues, Rhonda in keeping us organized and coordinating 
service volunteers, and Lynnette in coordinating service leaders and pastoral 
care during Pastorôs sabbatical. 

So many blessings to be thankful for! 
 

Rose Schlegl, Council Chair 

Stay  
Informed! 

News ̷  Notices  ̷ Events 

 To receive the most current updates, 
subscribe to our weekly email newsletter! 
Send an email with your request to  
glory.ofɤce@glorylutheran.ca  
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