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A Message From Pastor Markus 

August 2025 

 

ñAnyone who is joined to Christ is a new being; the old is gone, the new has 
come.ò 1 Corinthians 5:17  

We are in transition. Always. As the summer is drawing to a close and the fall 
season is approaching, there are many changes in our personal and collective 
lives. Holidays are over, children are starting or returning to school. This is a time 
of anticipation and excitement mixed with nostalgia for summer and anxiety about 
what lies ahead. Intern Deacon Lisaôs internship is ending while we look forward 
to a new round of church activities for young and old. The fruit of summer has 
ripened; now it is time to preserve it for the winter. In my own personal life, I have 
been transitioning from caring for my mother to grieving for her and finding new 
purpose and freedom. (The bureaucratic hurdles are not making this easy.)   

When you think about it, we are always transitioning from the old to the new. 
Thatôs how life works, because nothing stays exactly the same.   

As followers of the Jesus way, we are already new, Paul writes in his letter to the 
Christians of Corinth. We are new beings who transitioned with Jesus from death 
to life. Newness should not be able to scare those who are already new. We can 
face the uncertainties of the future with confidence, because the future is ours, 
forever.   

In September we celebrate our worship around the theme of creation. This is an 
ecumenical (universal church) emphasis on the unity we share with all of Godôs 
creation and our collective and personal responsibility to care for all that God 
made, sustains and loves. In a time of increasing polarization in many aspects of 
life, we will ponder the unity Christ gives and learn how we can build bridges to 
our family members, neighbors, and even our enemies. Listen and look for this 
emphasis in our Sunday morning worship throughout September.   

September 7 we will bless our children who are going to school with their 
backpacks. We will hear from our youth about their experiences at the CLAY 
gathering in Saskatoon, and we will eat ice cream!  

September 13th, our church council will meet for the better part of a day to 
envision and plan for ministry in the coming year.   

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

On September 21 we will celebrate the conclusion of Intern Deacon Lisaôs 
internship. And on September 28 Lisa will preach again.   

Our Thursday evening confirmation class will start again at the end of 
September. The choir will rehearse again and participate in worship. And so 
much moreé So much, it can feel overwhelming.   

We are a new creation already. Nothing new can ultimately overwhelm us. We 
are already in the future with Jesus. We build on the past, but it doesnôt hold us. 
May the God of the old and the new, the Eternal One, bless each of you in your 
personal life and all of us together in our life as Godôs new creation.   

Pr. Markus  

 

 

As a new fall season is almost at our doorstep, new schedules are 
being made. Of course, we know that grief does not take a holiday, 
but summertime often helps to ease the deep emotions that 
sometimes overwhelm us. The warmer, sunnier weather gives us 
the ability to be outside to appreciate Godôs creation and perhaps 
even for just a little while allows us to put aside the intense pain of 
grief we may be experiencing. 

Grief Share sessions will commence on September 20th and will 
for the most part be every other Saturday morning starting at 10am 
for approximately one hour. All are welcome to come for a time of 
sharing in a safe and confidential manner. It does not matter 
whether the death of a loved one took place within a month or 
longer. Grief remains within usðhow we handle that grief is the 
key to our wellbeing. 

Please join us in this time of sharing, fellowship, and prayer. If you 
have any questions, feel free to contact either Dwayne Heinsen or 
myself, Elizabeth Wood. 
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Vacation time will soon be over for many of us, with students returning to school 
and others return to normal work schedules. Council took a break from meeting 
in the month of July and returned to work in August with a full agenda. 
Discussions at our recent meeting included updates on: 

¶ Diaconal internship ï Lisa Smith-Schroederôs internship will be completed at 
the end of this month. She has been a wonderful addition to the Glory 
community this past year and we will celebrate her achievements at our 
service on September 21, 2025. 

¶ Our garage project ï unfortunately, the Province has refused to approve 
building of the garage at the location chosen so we are again returning to the 
drawing board with reapplication for the required permits. 

¶ Inner City Pastoral Ministry (ICPM) luncheon ï this is coming up on Sunday, 
September 14, 2025. Justin Thorbourne will be looking for assistance with 
packaging and delivery of the lunches. Please consider volunteering to help 
with this worthwhile endeavour. 

¶ Gloryôs Emergency Response Plan ï we will be reviewing the existing plan in 
the coming months. 

¶ Strathcona County Ecumenical Mission ï Glory will be hosting an afternoon 
tea on October 22, 2025. 

¶ CLAY ï final details were shared with the Council at our meeting. Now that 
our youth have returned from the gathering in Saskatoon, Iôm hoping that 
theyôll share some of the stories from their trip. Thank you to team leader, 
Dani Montoya, leader-in-training, Aliya Colwell, and Pat Becker for making 
the trip and thank you to everyone for contributing to the fundraising that 
made the trip possible! 

Other items discussed at Council included the ELCIC Chairsô meeting and our 
current refugee sponsorship initiative, which overlapped with discussions at the 
ELCIC meeting. On that note, Iôd like to first thank everyone who assisted with 
hosting, bringing food, cleaning up or participating in other ways with Gloryôs 

August 2025 

Council Highlights 
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hosting of the Edmonton area ELCIC Chairsô meeting on August 20, 2025. 
Special thanks go out to Pat Becker, Doug Sime, Mike Lee, Marjorie Zelent, and 
Linda Jones! The meeting went well and I am pleased to say that we discussed 
several initiatives that our individual congregations can and/or will be working on 
together. 

One of these initiatives is the current refugee sponsorship Glory is involved in 
with Trinity Lutheran, Trinity Anglican, and Holy Spirit Lutheran. While those four 
churches are the cornerstone for this project, posters and bulletin inserts are now 
going out to the other ELCIC churches represented at the meeting to assist in 
fundraising for this, and possibly other future sponsorships that our churches 
may be involved in. 

Another initiative discussed was the growth of our youth group(s). Glory and 
Mount Olivet have collaborated with a shared youth leader and weôre hoping to 
expand this to include other congregations in the greater Edmonton area. There 
are also several Edmonton churches who are now collaborating for confirmation 
classes. A number of Edmonton ELCIC churches will be coming together again 
this year to put on a choir festival. This event will take place at Holy Spirit 
Lutheran on the last Sunday in October. 

The last item Iôll mention is Gloryôs annual retreat and planning day for members 
of Council, as well as members of any other committees, sub-committees, or 
working groups serving the Glory community. The retreat will be held at Glory on 
Saturday, September 13, 2025, from 9 to 4. 

Lunch and refreshments throughout the day will be provided. You are welcome 
to come for the whole day, or for the morning or afternoon if you can only make it 
for part of the day. Please let me know at council.chair@glorylutheran.ca if you 
plan to attend so that we can be sure to order enough food! 

Godôs peace!   ~ Rose Schlegl, Council Chair  

 September 13, 2025 
9amð4pm 

mailto:council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
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August 2025 

Summer 2025 

 

 
 

From June to October, the Luther Rose Garden needs occasional weeding and 
deadheading. Tools (bucket, pruners, weeder) are available on the top shelf in 
the west coat rack area inside the church ñ or feel free to bring your own. 

Weeds and blooms can be tossed into the  

tall grass east of the garden to decompose. 

No set schedule ñ come when you can! 
If you need access to the tools, please call the church office  

to ensure someone is available to let you in.      

All help is appreciated! 

Spring 2025 
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