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A Message From Pastor Markus

Dear friends in Christ,
Another summer, another fire season, another vacation time, another heatwave...

In our summer worship services we hear about Jesus in nature, out and about preaching,
teaching and healing the sick. We see him looking for a little getaway from the crowds by taking a
boat across the lake of Galilee, only to watch the same crowds hiking there ahead of him. We see
into Jesus heart which is full of compassion for these people, who are like “sheep without a
shepherd”. We see him feeding the crowds in the wilderness with the five loaves and two fish. We
see Jesus walking on the water, like a terrifying ghost to the eyes of his disciples. We hear Jesus
say to them: “ltis I, do not be afraid!”

Afraid is certainly a word that occurred to people fleeing from the fires in Jasper National Park.
After the fires in Little Red River First Nation, which displaced 3000 people, the one in Jasper
garnered the most attention nationally and internationally. It is an iconic mountain park and town,
a place most of us have learned to love. A place where we have often gone to “get away’. But
there seems to be no getting away from fire. Or from crowds who are frightened like sheep
without a shepherd. Thankfully the evacuation of tourists and residents from the park were
conducted with efficiency and foresight. Devastation, however, has been left behind, the
wilderness wild with fury, nature striking back against the encroachments of a species (us) that
forgot that it too is part of nature, part of the wilderness.

We are a wilderness species. We forget that sometimes, but the Israelites were reminded time
and again that their roots were in the steppes and wildernesses of Mesopotamia and the Arabah.
God provided for them Manna from above and water from the rock, a shading cloud by day and a
guiding flame at night. Jesus reminded the crowds of this history on the shores of lake Galilee by
multiplying the little bread and fish someone supplied. A makeshift solution to a monumental
problem: 5000 hungry (“hangry”?) men, plus probably as many women and lots of children.
(Jesus really liked children!) It may have been 25, 000 people, about as many as were evacuated
from Jasper Park this week.

continued on next page...




It was a child who provided the meal that fed this arena full of people. Five loaves and two fish,
enough for a family’s daily needs. If was enough for the whole family of God, and it multiplied to
such an extent that there was much more left over than what the boy had given. An earthly
investment with heavenly returns. How is that possible, we ask. It is not only possible, it happens
all the time. Every grain of wheat contains an endless supply of wheat. Every pair of fish is
capable of innumerable offspring. If they are rendered unto God the creator to do with them as
only God can, they become more than enough to feed the world, to quench every appetite.

What do we need in today’s wilderness? More water in the form of rain. Less wind and lightning.
More humility, more faith, more respect for nature. In the wilderness our real needs become
apparent. We don't really need more vehicles and bigger homes, we don’t really need more
gadgets and computer storage. We don’t really need more money and more likes on social media.
We don't really need more control or power. We really need more of Jesus. More of his humility,
of his faith, of his respect for creation. More of his trust that when we invest these things in each
other, there is no telling what miracles will happen. We really need more of Jesus’ love for God
and neighbor.

With the boy who gave his family’s meal up for the sake of all, may we learn to give up what we
really don’t need for the sake of all. May we invest faith in Jesus kin-dom, giving generously to
those in need and trusting our abundant creator to protect, guide, feed, and save us.

May this summer be a season of growth and renewal for each of us and for us together as God’s
people.

Pastor Markus
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Wednesdays @ 6pm
It is a great way to enjoy our summer evenings and get to know
our church family in an informal, relaxed way! Guests are
welcome! We hope you will plan to attend! Bring your own
BBQ item and beverage, and a side dish or dessert to share.

3




In loving memory of

WAYNE SCHMIDT

1946-2024

A funeral service was held

Friday, JULY 19 @ 2:00pm
at Glory Lutheran Church, 22577 Highway 16, Sherwood Park
with a reception to follow.

A recording of the service is available:
https://www/glorylutheran.ca/
celebration-of-life-wayne-schmidt.html

Obituary: https://www.weberfuneralhome.ca/
obituary/Wayne-Schmidt

"Lord, now let your servant go in peace
for my eyes have seen your salvation.” (Luke 2:29)




™

Z RS

)

Uk g

Thank you to those who sent donations to G[ory
Lutheran Church in Wayne’s Memory. Pastor Markus
for coming to the farm, and for his beautiful Sermon
& care at Wayne's Celebration of Life. Pat Becker for
coming out to farm & helping us, Wayne's display by
quest book & Elizabeth Wood for arranging flowers.
The Funeral Committee, Altar Guild & all the kitchen
volunteers. Marjorie Zelent for Wayne's Memorial
Bulletin. The music, Lynnette & Esther, Paul Berg &
David Hauf for Trumpet Duet. Also the AV
Technicians Brett & Grayson. | am so grateful for all of
you.

Love from Linda Schmidt, Neil, Mike, Marlis & Brent
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Glory 50 Plus Dine Out

Twenty-six people gathered at Nitza Pizza in Emerald
Hills in late May to enjoy a elaborate dinner prepared for
our group by Nitza Pizza’s owner, Pater, and his staff.

Following appetizers of pita and hummus, we were served
pasta salad, Greek salad, and Caesar salad, two types of
lasagna, several varieties of pizza, cheese bread and baklava
for dessert.

The room was filled with noisy chatter. Four individuals took
home the table centre bird houses.

Group Two was thanked for arranging this event.

Needed:
A volunteer to assist as a Service

ew Tasks Coordinator with Esther
O\ a 9Y€d't n

We nee i Madsen. Glenda has moved and
erson o dSS‘St‘ is looking to step aside; Esther
P would like some help to

maintain the electronic o\ngle.

Ematil:
service.tasks@glorylutheran.ca




___CAPTION
THIS!

Photo of Cole Berg submitted by Marjorie Zelent.
Thanks for being a good sport, Cole!

Ever see a photo caption and think to yourself, “l could do better?”
Well, here’s your chance!

We invite YOU to submit a caption that is funny, clever, memorable,
outrageous...or just all-around exceptional.

Have a photo that features our church or a congregation member (with their
ok) that we can feature in the future? Feel free to senditin!

Email captions and photos to the office, glory.office@glorylutheran.ca
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