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May 26, 2024, 

the Worship Choir, 
the Praise Team, 
vocalists, 

instrumentalists, 
and children took 
us through the 
church year with 

music. 

Photos submitted by Rita Spain, see more photos on back cover. 
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As I write this the sun is shining brightly, after a brief rain and hail storm. The 
strong winds from earlier this afternoon have died down. So much change in 
the space of a few hours! 

Iôm grateful for the rain, but am definitely hoping for sunnier days ahead, 
especially since Gloryôs Church Picnic is scheduled for June 30th and Fireside 
Wednesdays will resume on July 3rd. For the Picnic, we will have treat bags 
and games and activities for the kids, and plenty of hot dogs and hamburgers 
for everyone. Contributions in the form of a salad or side dish or dessert that 
can be shared would be greatly appreciated, but please donôt hesitate to come 
and join in even if you are not able to bring anything. 

All are welcome to come out to Fireside Wednesdays as well! This year we are 
hoping that more families will join in and are planning some special activities 
for kids on the third Wednesday of each month. Iôm still hoping, too, that some 
of our talented musicians will bring along instruments and lead us in a sing-
along óround the campfire! 

Another hope for this summer is the construction of a garage on our property. 
We are still in the process of applying to the County of Strathcona for the 
variance required to build in the chosen location. Once we have received that, 
we will be able to finalize the building contract. Quotes obtained to date 
indicate that the total cost will be in the range of $50,000 to $60,000. 

The proposed garage is being built for secure storage and servicing of our 
lawn, snow removal, and other equipment. Storage space within the church is 
at a premium and we have outgrown the sea can as well. A proper structure 
would improve the appearance of our property and ease the operations of our 
property committee. The sea can doors, for example, are very heavy and can 
make the movement of equipment in and out difficult. The sea can is not 
suitable (and potentially dangerous) as a workspace for repairs due to its 
narrow width. We believe the garage would also aid with theft prevention and 
fire suppression, as it would be visible over a wide range and provide an 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

excellent vantage point for security cameras. 

To that end, we are launching a fund-raising campaign for the garage, with more 
details in the weeks to come. We hope you will consider donating to Gloryôs 
Capital Building Fund. It would be great to have this project completed by the 
end of summer! 

Rose Schlegl  Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca  

Prayer Chain Ministry 
Did you know we have a Prayer Chain at Glory ? 

 

The Prayer Chain at Glory is available to anyone wishing to send or 
receive prayer requests.  It is private and confidential.   

Congregation members with or without e -mail are welcome.  
 

Please contact Donna Dawson at dawsondl@shaw.ca  for details.  

Are you new to Glory?  We welcome you! 
Please sign our Guestbook! 

 

To stay in the loop, please call or email the office to receive a database entry 
form and request offering envelopes to ensure you will receive tax receipts.   

You may also contact the office to get a mail folder and nametag;  
and subscribe to our congregation email distribution list   
to receive weekly e-news and important announcements. 

glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 

mailto:Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
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YOUNG ADULT GROUP  
18-50 ISH YEAR OLDS  

OUT OF SCHOOL, WORKING, SINGLE OR MARRIED, KIDS OR NO KIDS  

INTERESTED?  CONTACT GRAYSON @ (780) 721 -7104  
 

The Young Adult group will informally meet during  
the Annual Church Picnic on June 30th.  Look for Grayson.  

CELEBRATING GRADUATION 
BLESSING SUNDAY 
JUNE 30, 2024 

 

Do you know of anyone in our congregation that is graduating 
from any level of education this year?   

If so, please contact Pastor Markus, or the office.  
We will have our Blessing Sunday on June 30 to celebrate our 

graduates during our worship service! 
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THE 2024 CONVENTION  
of the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories 

As you know, the Synod Convention is taking on June 22, 23 and 24. 

One of the items on the agenda is the election of a new Synodical Bishop. 

You may remember that our congregation and church council participated in a 
discernment process earlier this spring as part of the preparation to elect a Bishop. 
This discernment process engaged congregational councils, small groups within 

congregations, and congregations as a whole throughout the synod. 

Once the convention begins there will be an open ecclesiastical ballot for bishops 

where every delegate can write down the name of a rostered ordained pastor. 

There are also three pre-nominated people on the first ballot. These are Rev. Kevin 

Powell, Rev. Trish Schmermund, and Rev. Markus Wilhelm. 

This process of election, including the accompanying discernment we participated in, 
is new one for our synod and has not been used in any other synod, as far as we 

know. 

The rostered and lay delegates who are attending the convention from Gloryôs 

congregation are as follows: 

Pastor Markus Wilhelm (nominee for Synodical Bishop) 

Deacon Dr. Faith Nostbakken (Convention Chaplain) 

Pastor Gary Nickel (Synod Archivist/Necrologist) 

Grayson Wagner 

Rose Schlegl 

Please keep them in your prayers as they work with others to determine the will of 

God for the future of our Synod. 
 

Beginning June 22 at 2:00, watch the livestream of the convention  here: 
 ABT Synod Office - YouTube    

( www.youtube.com/channel/UCeqYeIW_JIk0fFYSUocvdEw) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeqYeIW_JIk0fFYSUocvdEw
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A Message from Pastor Nickel 

Journey Journey 

Our  Our  

continued on next page... 

In our SPIRITUAL JOURNEY OF LIFE, how do we see ourselves? What do 
we call ourselves? Names are becoming a challenge for us, especially today 
when names are being used as slogans against other people. 
So WHATôS IN A NAME, the names that we use??? Are there problems? 
 

NAMES -- Consider, WOULD THESE NAMES WORK FOR YOU TODAY? 
Start with Christians in the Early Church 
who were called, ñPEOPLE OF THE WAYò -- 
known by how they treated one another and others, using ñthe wayò that Jesus 
treated others as a guide. Could that name include you? 
Later they were called CHRISTIANS -- 
followers of Jesus Christ. Sounds right? 
Still later they were called a ñCOMMUNION OF SAINTSò -- 
people together in the Christian faith [a ñCommunionò] who are saints [people 
of God forgiven through what Jesus did for us]. Still you, right? 
Then much later came, PROTESTANTS ï 
Could you see protesting around Lutherôs time that only the Bible, not history 
or tradition, is Godôs guide in our world? And could you see this today, as 
well? 
How about being called LUTHERANS -- 
not followers of Luther but those who believed in ñJustification By Grace 
Through Faithò, that God loves and forgives us our sins through the substitute 
and sacrifice of Jesus for us [ñJustificationò] -ï freely given by God [ñGraceò] -ï 
through our ñFaithò in what God does in love for us. PLUS, the Bible is our one 
source of guidance -- Sounds pretty good, right? 
And how about being called EVANGELICAL -- 
those who share the Good News of Jesus Christ, as expressed in what we say 
and do in response to Godôs love for us. Many national Lutheran Church 
names in the world begin with ñEvangelicalò. That too seems right, right? 
 

BUT we have a challenge with names when people of differing beliefs decide 
to use the same names. For example, Early Christians understood themselves 
to believe in a Triune God. Later others called themselves Christians but didnôt 
see God as: one God, three ñpersonsò working in the world, one unity. [For 
example, one of these biggest groups started up around the early 1820s, 
seeing God and also Jesus in very different ways.] 
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Near World War 2, some people called ñFundamentalistò Christians wanted a 
new and different name without past ñbaggageò that would be attractive, and 
began to call themselves ñEvangelicalsò. Their use of the word was different 
and included much more than being people who shared the Good News -- 
and that was not a problem. Then in the States, some of these people added 
to their identity a shift to strong political alliances with one political party, 
which is highly visible in Canada. Recently beyond that, some of these 
people are increasingly being seen by some religious leaders in Canada and 
the US as a kind of ñcultò with a cult leader. It has muddied the waters as to 
what ñEvangelicalsò or being Evangelical means. 
 

This leads to a question: do we continue to see ourselves as ñEvangelicalsò 
when the meaning is seen more and more in our world as ñpoliticalò than 
ñreligion-relatedò by others? Some of our people are asking out loud if we 
need a different name, or if we should just eliminate the use of the name. Our 
recent Lutheran pastorsô meeting has discussed it. So we have to ask, for 
people on Spiritual Journeys, is the word ñEvangelicalò scaring people off and 
away? 
 

There is no easy answer now to that concern, and we need to be careful and 
aware of this growing problem. Also what works in one place may not work 
for others. 
 

BUT for now when asked, we can tell others what OUR understanding is 
for being ñEvangelicalò. Start by listening to others, then donôt be afraid to 
discuss it ï after maybe a silent prayer asking for help from the Holy Spirit, 
be willing to share what we see the word means to us, and then be open to 
sharing what Jesus Christ means to you. 
 

ALSO we can SHOW THOSE AROUND US what it is to be PEOPLE WHO 
SHARE THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST WITH OTHERS ï 
through what we say and what we do as members of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches. And pray about it. 

...continued from previous page. 

Together in Christ, 
Gary Nickel 
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Spaces Available  
In Gloryôs Community Garden 

 

Gloryôs spacious community garden still has spaces available.  
If you are interested in joining our enthusiastic gardeners,  

please contact us to reserve a space.  

David Hauf, Community Garden Coordinator  
dehauf@shaw.ca   780- 903-6162  

 

OR 
 

Marjorie Zelent, Garden Communications 
marjoriezelent@gmail.com    780-467-5363 

Thank you to  
Joyce & Don Spitzke for 
cleaning all the chairs in the 
Narthex. 

Thank you to  
Doug Sime for taking, printing and 
framing the confirmation photos.      
    Thank you to Lynn & Rita Spain      
          for hanging it in the hallway. 

tel:+17809036162
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Dear Beloved of God -  

May grace and peace be yours in 
abundance (I Peter 1:2a).   

In preparation for my Ordination as 
Bishop on January 26, 2013, my 
spouse, Cathy, and I commissioned 
for the worship a poem to be read 
during the service.  

The author, Deacon Dr. Faith 
Nostbakken, considered the texts 
for the worship, the hymns selected 

for congregational song and ensemble singing, as well as a handful of images, 
metaphors and pastoral themes which are deeply meaningful to me.    

Mike Lee, a wonderful artist, prepared the poem in calligraphy and it hangs next 
to my desk at the synod office, beautifully framed by another artist, Colleen 
McGinnis.    

I have returned to this poem again and again as I have served as synod bishop.  
Read these words when the days were long and challenging.  Read these words 
when hope was bright and vision clear.  Read these words through tears and 
silent prayers.  Read these words as I have wondered about this calléto me.  

And now, as I have discerned that it is time for me to conclude this ministryénot 
retireéand enter a new season and a new call, I have read the poem again and 
again, praying for that person, the bishop-elect, who is called to follow and to 
remind us ñof the wondrous ache and splendor of love.ò  

Ordination 

Nobody asks for drowning, certainly not the infant  
gently tilted head towards the font,  
arms and legs splayed suddenly with fear,  
maybe a whimper or a shrill cry  
as the robed one sifts through the sparkling water  
and touches the tiny brow, barely downy with hair,  
the rhythm of ñThe Father. . . and of the Son . . . and of the Holy Spiritò  
incanted before a finely woven linen cloth dabs away the drops.  
Everyone so easily forgets that dying can begin like this,  

Bishopôs Message - May 2024 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

the cross fingered again on the forehead at the dawn of each new day. 
Nobody asks to have her feet washed either,  
not on Maundy Thursday even, unless her shoes are polished,  
her stockings free of runs and easily removed,  
her toenails trimmed and filed that very morning.  
Maybe then she offers but canôt quite face the eyes  
of the one who silently lifts her foot from the basin,  
wraps it awkwardly in a freshly laundered towel,  
drying the creases between each toe.  
Most would rather forget how almost embarrassing it is  
to be served this way by a neighbor or a friend   
much less the One incarnated in this sacred, tender act.   
 

Nobody asks to be called into paradox either  
when the people proclaim, ñYou lead!ò   
and in the same voice add, ñYou serve!ò  
our meanings translated into as many tongues   
as join in song and blessing on this day.  
Wash my feet, but donôt embarrass me.  
Splash my head with the fontôs damp cross  
but donôt let me stay in the drowning.  
As you shepherd, walk beside us;  
notice how cracked our feet really are,   
how chapped our hands,  
and whenever we meet eye-to-eye,   
(especially try to meet us there)  
call us brother, sister, as we are yours,  
and remind us, so we donôt forget,  
of the wondrous ache and splendor   
of love made whole first by being broken,  
made new first by dying,  
made perfect by the One whose body   
here and now we are,  
heads, hands, feet, eyes, tongues and all.  

 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you many 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13).  

In Christ Jesus ï  

Shalom, + Larry 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Did you enjoy a bowl of soup before a Lenten service along with other members 
of Glory? Does a juicy burger with a side of homemade potato salad tickle your 
tastebuds? You are not alone! Fellowship and food go hand in hand at church.  

We are looking for a couple of volunteers to be part of a coordinating team for 
church events that fall under the Congregational Life portfolio.   

 This would be for occasions like the following:  

¶ the food part of the church picnic in June  

¶ lunch/snacks/coffee involved with the Ecumenical Mission in the fall  

¶ perhaps organizing a little extra after church services for the AGM, new 
member Sunday, etc.  

¶ soup suppers during Lent (With the help of many volunteers, these suppers 
just need some coordination and planning before Lent begins.)  

¶ coordination and planning of Easter breakfast  

¶ other things that might come up (varies by year)  

There is already a Social Ministry group looking after coffee/snacks after regular 
church services. They are on a rotating schedule.  

Choir provides lunch for Church Music Sunday.  

We are compiling a list of wonderful and willing volunteers to call on for setup 
and clean up at any of these events and congregation members are very 
generous in providing food items when asked.  

I would be very happy to chat with you on the phone or in person.  

Thank you for considering this opportunity to serve at Glory.  

Pat Becker 780 239 5345 (cell) pat.becker@glorylutheran.ca  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

June 30 Blessing / Graduation Sunday & Church Picnic 

July 3 Fireside Wednesdays, every Wednesday during summer, weather 
permitting. 

July 22 RentalðStage Eaters Drama Camp July 22-August 1st weekdays. 

 

Tuesdays Praise Band Rehearsal 7:00pm 

2nd Thurs Worship at Strathcona Care - Monthly 10:15am 

Last Thurs Worship at Hardisty Care Centre - Monthly 10:00am 

Sundays Worship 10:30 am (Communion 2nd & 4th  Sundays) 

The offering you give is not a tip and you don't give because God needs the 
money.  God really doesn't depend on your offering.   

Giving touches a need to express your gratitude for the blessings of life. 

As you give your money out of gratitude and thanksgiving, so also you give of 
your time and your ability.  God has made us a diverse people with diverse skills 

and interests.  There are gifts that you have that no one else has.   

How will you use them to the glory of God? 

[From ABT Synod Stewardship:   
Rev. S.McKinley, Stewardship for the 20th century] 
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Summer Hours: Tues-Thurs 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
Please note that Heidi may be working from home.   

Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during office 
hours.  Please call the office if you would like to visit the church. 

22577 Hwy 16,  
Sherwood Park, Alberta,  

T8A 4T7 

 

Phone: 780.416.9594 E-mail:  glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm  E-mail:  pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca  
Check out our Website:  www.glorylutheran.ca 

Glory Lutheran Church Worship Choir 
Sunday School Singers and members of the confirmation class 
Praise Team:  Lynnette Woodrow, Gaylene Sitler-Ard,  
 Ellen Sitler, Ben MacKenzie, Mike Lee 
AV Techs:  Brett Woodrow, Noah McKinnon 
Piano:  Lynnette Woodrow, David Mitchell 
Violin:  David Mitchell, Callum Mitchell 
Organ:  Esther Madsen 
Trumpet:   David Hauf, Owen Mitchell 
Percussion:  Callum Mitchell, Owen Mitchell 
Vocal Solo:  Mila Ronsko 
Readers:  Sarah Peters, Amalia Kalerantes,  
 Maria Takenaka, Sebastian Montoya,  
 Ilse Michaud, Alianna Jones, Gaylene Sitler-Ard 

 

http://www.instagram.com/glorylutheran
http://www.facebook.com/glorylutheran

