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Message from Pastor Markus 

Prayer in a Time of Fire and Flood 
 

God of flood and flame, fire is ravaging the earth. Forests are being destroyed. The 
lives of people and animals are threatened as their homes burn, as the air is heavy with 
smoke, and as communities flee.  

As fire is raging here, there is flooding elsewhere. Rivers have lost all shape, towns 
and fields are covered by water. Homes and farms, gardens and businesses are ruined. 

We feel helpless in the face of disaster. Our eyes are burning, our throats scratchy and 
our souls parched. Eyes are flooded with tears, minds with worry. So, we pray: Send 
rain and cooler temperatures upon the dry land. Send mercy and forgiveness upon our 
parched souls. Send sunshine and dry weather where they are needed and dry the tears 
of those who mourn.  

Guide the leaders of our communities. Protect, guard and strengthen those who save 
lives, protect homes, and stop destruction. Give hope and material help to all who 
need it. 

Teach us all to repent, to have faith, to restrain our careless ways and to manage the 
earth according to your will. Let the bow of your covenant with all creation appear 
over us. Let your will be done on the earth as it is being done in heaven. Fulfill your 
promises, forgive our sins, and guide us by your Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

The ethics earth care, people care and fair share form the foundation for permaculture 
design and are also found in most traditional societies. Ethics are culturally evolved 
mechanisms that regulate self-interest, giving us a better understanding of good and bad 
outcomes. The greater the power of humans, the more critical ethics become for long-
term cultural and biological survival. 
Permaculture ethics are distilled from research into community ethics, learning from 
cultures that have existed in relative balance with their environment for much longer 
than more recent civilisations. This does not mean that we should ignore the great 
teachings of modern times, but in the transition to a sustainable future, we need to 
consider values and concepts outside the current social norm.  

https://permacultureprinciples.com/ethics/people-care/
https://permacultureprinciples.com/ethics/fair-share/
https://permacultureprinciples.com/ethics/earth-care/
https://permacultureprinciples.com/ethics/earthcare/
https://permacultureprinciples.com/ethics/peoplecare/
https://permacultureprinciples.com/ethics/fairshare/
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Thank you Henry Zilm & Kirk Nelson.  We appreciate all the work you do on the 
property portfolio. These hard working volunteers not only care for the outside of 
our church (ensuring the snow removal, tree trimming, and grass cutting gets done) 
but they also care for the inside (ensuring doors open, replace light bulbs, and keep 
the fire marshal happy). 

I would love to thank all of the wonderful ladies that hosted, 
    planned, and came to Nicole and I's lovely bridal shower. It was so  
      kind of everyone and I deeply appreciate everyone who took time 
  to make this happen. Thank you everyone for making such an  
            amazing night. I am blessed to have this glory church  
   family in my life.  ~ Danielle Dreger 

H\Ub_ėmciėhcėU``ėZcfėh\YėgiddcfhėĖėdfUmYfgėXif]b[ėFcbógė`Yb[h\mė]``bYggėUgėh\YmėkYfYė
a great source of comfort.  Thanks to Pastor Markus for his frequent visits and 
prayers during the 7 weeks Ron was in hospice.  Also to Elizabeth Woods for 
arranging the flowers at the service and to the funeral committee for all their hard 
kcf_ėdihh]b[ėcbėh\Yė`ibW\YcbėZc``ck]b[ėFcbógėaYacf]U`ėgYfj]WYėUbXėZcfė[c]b[ėcihėcZė
their way to provide all we requested.  We are so blessed to be part of the glory 
@ih\YfUbėZUa]`m$ėė;cXógėV`Ygg]b[ėhcėYjYfmcbY$ėėrė>YUbėDcchgėĖė:Ua]`m 
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Dear Beloved of God ï 

We have gathered at the rural church.  Many have 
journeyed for several hours to be present and to 
participate in the service of ordination and installation.  
Once the worship begins and the procession has 
landed me near the altar, I look out over those whom 
the Spirit has assembled:  farmers, council and call 
committee members, several children and a handful of 

youth, family and friends, and seminary professors and staff and colleagues.    

 It seems as if even the sounds of the building are part of a sacred conversation between 
congregation, God and the one to be ordained and installed. A yellowed fluorescent light hums its way 
through the service. The microphone on the lectern squeals when the reader gets too close. The air 
from the furnace whooshes into the sanctuary causing the banners to wave.   

 Those to be ordained and installed will spend their years baptizing babies, helping to deliver calves in 
the middle of the night, burying husbands who died too soon, negotiating debates about how to pay 
for the new church rooféand then every Sunday, they will stand in the pulpit and try to make holy 
sense of it all.  

 Mid-March I prepared this article, originally for the June Canada Lutheran, while basking in the glow 
of participating in the final evaluation of candidates for rostered ministry.  It is my favorite time of year, 
spent reviewing written examination materials and candidate dossiers and participating in the colloquy 
(the examination interview).    

 The final evaluation is a time to review and inquire in depth into the candidateôs readiness for 
rostered ministry, and to determine that the candidate meets the requirements established by the 
National Church.    

 The examining committee, comprised of capable, insightful, experienced and compassionate 
members, considers the following determinants of readiness: theological and academic competence, 
spirituality and faith commitment, personal integrity and leadership abilities, and call to ministry and 
ministry gifts.  

 It is my favorite time of year, for I have walked with the candidates together with the synod candidacy 
committee, and the seminary, and the internship placement supervisor and congregation, and family 
and friends and seminary classmates to this point of final evaluation.    And truly, marvellously, 
wonderfully I have seen God at work in the life of each candidate.    

 And now, the procession has landed me near the altar where I preside at the service of ordination 
and the area dean presides over the installation.   

 The plan of the newly ordained and installed is no strategic plan for ñturning this church around.ò No, 
their only ambitionðtheir callðis to be next in a long line of faithful pastors serving with and among 

Bishopôs Message 
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this congregation seeking to join God in Godôs mission of reconciliation and restoration.   

 With the service over and the obligatory pictures taken, we make our way to the community hall for a 
potluck dinner. Everyone plops into metal folding chairs and eats, laughs and gossips. Tables are 
filled with casseroles, salads and a multitude of homemade desserts. Children squeal as they chase 
each other around the room and out the doors of the hall.    

 I overhear a story about snow tires. They could be discussing their anxieties about the future of family 
farms, the economy or ñjust where is this country heading?ò But there is none of that on this day. Even 
the small talk has a lilt to it.   

 I understand why, when their new pastor enters the room, many are simply there to extend a warm 
welcome. One after another they get up from the tables, wipe their hands and approach the pastor for 
a handshake or a hug. Many have tears in their eyes.   

 This is a eucharistic feast. A new pastor has come. To the congregation it is a sign that God knows 
how to find them. The holiness of the room is so apparent that I almost take off my shoes. No one 
wants to leaveðcertainly not me, and certainly not the new pastor.   

 This is my glimpse into a mystery about our church that is hidden from the statistics and anxiety 
about its decline.   

 I have no idea what hardships lie ahead for this congregation, or how long it will even exist. But I 
know that its people are filled with expectancy. In their midst is another highly capable pastor who is 
prepared to bring thousands of years of theological hope to bear on their community ð a pastor who 
finds holiness by sitting in a community hall swapping stories about snow tires, and who every Sunday 
will stand in the pulpit and try to make holy sense of all of it.   

 In Christ Jesus ï  

Shalom,  

+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 

ñThe God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.ò (Romans 15:13) 

NOTICE FROM FIRE MARSHALL   
 

The Strathcona County fire marshal does not want anyone using 
wedges to prop open doors (a fire can then spread easily) and also 
expects us to keep all pull stations and fire extinguishers visible.  If 
you find your decorations are moved frequently (especially in the 
corner by the sanctuary doors) it may be to keep the fire extinguisher 
visible and all of us safe.  Interested in helping the property 
committee? Leave a message at the office for Henry or Kirk. 
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Len & Diana Leippi 
 

You know a couple has been married for many years when one begins 
to tell a story and the other slides into the conversation with important 
details to complete the anecdote. Meet Len and Diana who celebrated their 50th anniversary in 2017. 

They live in Fort Saskatchewan where they are on their daughterôs ñspeed dialò for babysitting.  Len is active 
in the Pioneer Club 50 helping with meal prep for their special events as well as their wind-up spring 
barbecue. Diana, made less active by a stroke, keeps busy in her garden and home where they moved in 
2016 from Island Lake near Athabasca. While living there, they were involved in building St. Andrewôs 
Anglican/Lutheran Church.  

For 13 years, the Leippis spent their winters in Yuma, Arizona. Now they winter in Osoyoos and Victoria 
where they visit with family and friends. Len has joined the Okanagan Gleaners, a not-for-profit organization 
that prepares and dries vegetables and fruit. At the conveyor belt, they mix vegetables and barley for soup, 
sent to Africa, Asia, and other disaster sites. 

Diana, a former business woman, managed the Fort McMurray Style Ryte Cleaners for 15 years. For 5 years 
they ran a Dicky Dee Ice Cream business, hiring students to run their carts ï no doubt very popular with the 
local children and their adult relatives. The long summer days in the North helped to extend their working 
hours. On one particularly warm weekend, during a special event at the lake, they sold $10,000 worth of ice 
cream.  

While living in Fort McMurray, they were part of the volunteer team that remodelled Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCC). Diana was involved in feeding the workers. During Summer Bible School, Diana, chief cook, along with 
her helpers, fed the children a hot supper. 

Diana was born in Turtleford, SK. Raised on the farm, she attended school in Beaverbrook County, 
graduating from Turtleford. Meanwhile, Len, the eldest of six, grew up on the farm, traveling to Kronau School 
by horse and cutter in winter, by bike or foot in warmer weather. While taking Grade 9 by correspondence, 
Len helped on the farm with butchering, making sausage, and canning. He studied mechanics at high school 
in Regina. Diana and Len met at a Valentineôs Dance in 1965, and as they say, ñThe rest is history.ò They 
married in 1967 in the Lutheran Church in Mervin SK, moving to Turner Valley in 1969.     

  Len and Diana raised three children ï two boys and a girl. During the 30 years they lived in Fort McMurray, 
they were involved in soft ball and hockey with their children. Summers were spent at their cabin at Gregoire 
Lake. Today, they have six grandchildren and one great- grandchild.  

In 1993, Len went on a cultural exchange to Surinam (formerly Dutch Guyana) where he lived with local 
citizens for four months. He worked with an organization similar to Fish and Game, where he repaired 
electrical generators in the jungle, and at a home for orphaned boys where he taught mechanics. He attended 
a Dutch Lutheran Church while there. 
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Faith Nostbakken 
 

Faith lists her academic degrees as readily as reviewing a grocery list, 
while I shudder as I visualize stacks of reference materials, years of 
study, lined bookshelves, and numerous completed papers in addition 
to her theses. She has a BA, MA, and PhD in English Literature, a 
Masterôs degree in Theological Studies (MTS), and a two year 
certificate in the Ministry of Spiritual Direction. 

Faith taught English part-time at the University of Alberta in the early 
1990s. During those years, she became chronically ill with Myalgic 
Encephalomyelitis (ME) ï an immune disorder. While unable to carry on 
with her teaching, Faith wrote and published four books on the analysis 
of Shakespeareôs plays ï Macbeth, Othello, A Midsummer Nightôs 
Dream, and The Tempest. 

Born and raised in Biggar, Saskatchewan (the second of four children), Faith attended school there, then, 
at LCBI, Outlook, SK, where she graduated from High School and enrolled in Bible Study for a year. From 
there, Faith describes her adult life in decades: During her 20ôs she focused on further education, 
attending the University of Saskatchewan for her first degree and then coming to Edmonton for her 
graduate degrees.  

During her 30ôs Faith published the Shakespeare books mentioned above while coping with health 
challenges. Her 40ôs were a period of re-inventing herself in areas of ministry,. These years focused on 
obtaining her Theology degree and her certificate in Spiritual Direction, culminating with being 
consecrated as a Diaconal Minister in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC). 

In addition to being a Spiritual Director herself, Faith is part of the leadership team that trains people for 
Spiritual Direction. She ñhelps people discover their own sacred stories by listening with compassion and 
respect to what needs to be told so that it may be more fully and freely lived.ò She has also taught some 
short courses for the Lay Academy of the Lutheran Seminary in Saskatoon. Faith has published a book of 
poetry ï Marrow Turned to Soul-- and plans to rekindle that interest by attending a Writing Retreat in 
Calgary this summer. Then there is the National ELCIC convention in Regina where she will chair the 
Reference and Counsel Committee (dealing with motions made at the sessions), followed by a 
conference for Diaconate Ministers of the Americas and the Caribbean in Vancouver.  She has also been 
appointed by Bishop Larry to serve as an Ecumenical Officer for the Synod ï a volunteer position. Faith 
loves to respond to the invitation to preach and we, at Glory, know she is an engaging, thoughtful 
preacher. In September, Faith will be guest speaker at a synod retreat at Camp Kuriakos, ñA Tapestry of 
Sacred Stories: Yours, Mine, Godõs.ò 

These days, Faith breaks from her academic activities and ministry to take dancing lessons. Her eyes 
light up, her shoulders relax, as she describes classes in West Coast Swing, Latin, Ballroom, and Country 
dance. Her private dance lessons have helped her find ñhealing in her sick bodyò and a richer appreciation 
of body theology. She describes how her instructor reminds her, ñGive me 10% more control because 
thereôs only one driver here and itôs not you.  ï Just follow. Trust me.ò Faith draws comparison in lessons 
like these to our relationship with God ï give up control, trust, and follow. ñBesides,ò she says, ñDancing is 
fun!ò 

. 
~ written by Marjorie Zelent 
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