
 

  

CHURCH  
     Matters 

Glory Lutheran Church Newsletter - 06-07.25 Edition  

CHURCH  
     Matters 

cċƓƓǃШΞΜƣőШ ŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃШ]ũŸƖǃШxƨƣőĲƖċŰШ9őƨƖĦőгШ 

ìĲШůċƖťĲĬШƣőŔƚШƚƓĲĦŔċũШůŔũĲƚƣŸŰĲШŸŰШsƨŰĲШΞΞШƽŔƣőШċШŢŸǃŉƨũШ 
ƽŸƖƚőŔƓШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲШċŰĬШŸƨƖШ ŰŰƨċũШ9őƨƖĦőШÂŔĦŰŔĦЮШШыƓőŸƣŸƚШŸŰШƓċŊĲШΞΡь 

ÑőċŰťШǃŸƨШŉŸƖШĤĲŔŰŊШƓċƖƣШŸŉШŸƨƖШƚƣŸƖǃг 

fŰШŸƨƖШũċƚƣШƣƽŸШŰĲƽƚũĲƣƣĲƖƚЯШƽĲШƖĲǰĲĦƣĲĬШŸŰШŸƨƖШǯƖƚƣШĬĲĦċĬĲШƣőƖŸƨŊőШ
ƓċŊĲƚШŉƖŸůШŸƨƖШΝΜƣőШ ŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃШ7ŸŸťũĲƣЮШШ ŸƽЯШƽĲШŔŰƻŔƣĲШǃŸƨШƣŸШ 
ťĲĲƓШƣőĲШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰШŊŸŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШ ĲŔũШÄƨĲƖĲŰŊĲƚƚĲƖќƚШőĲċƖƣŉĲũƣШ 
ũŸŸťШĤċĦťШċƣШŸƨƖШƚĲĦŸŰĬШĬĲĦċĬĲуƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШŸŰШƓċŊĲШΞгШ 

cĲƖĲќƚШƣŸШƣőĲШŰĲǂƣШΞΜШǃĲċƖƚШŸŉШŉċŔƣőЯШőŸƓĲЯШċŰĬШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃЯШШ
ÅĲċĦőŔŰŊШÖƓЮЮЮШÅĲċĦőŔŰŊШ§ƨƣЮЮЮШÅĲċĦőŔŰŊШfŰЮЮЮШШ 

 



 

2 

Herons 2015 

Glory Lutheran Church, 2015 to 2025  

by Neil Querengesser  

Perhaps other congregants can identify when I say that, the older I get, the 
faster the years seem to pass me by. Did Glory Lutheran Church really reach its 
twentieth anniversary this April? Has it really been sixteen years since I wrote a 
short history of Gloryôs first four years? Be it so. I am honoured to have been 
asked to contribute another history, this time of the past ten years at Glory, 
which also seem, at least to me, to have passed in the blink of an eye. Where 
were you in 2015? Where are you now in 2025? Wherever our personal 
journeys may have taken us, as members of Glory Lutheran Church, we all 
retain shared memories of our worship and fellowship experiences, for all or at 
least some of those years.  

Rev. Markus Wilhelm, Gloryôs pastor since 2013, once wrote: ñWorship is the 
lifeblood and the mission of the church, where God speaks in Word and 
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Sacrament, and we respond in prayer, song and thanksgiving. Worship shapes 
us for living the rest of the week.ò 

Indeed, weekly Sunday and Christian holiday worship services have certainly 
shaped Gloryôs congregation over the past decade. As we gathered in worship 
each Sunday, ñreaching upò to Christ, we also were ñreaching inò to ourselves, 
and then ñreaching outò to others throughout the week. Pastor Markus reminds 
us that Sunday worship is only the beginning of each weekôs opportunity to fulfil 
our Christian faith. How individual members have done so over the past ten 
yearsðhelping and ministering to others, sharing the gospel, donating to 
charities, speaking up for peace and justice in their communities, caring for their 
families, and many other good works born of faithðwould likely fill many 
volumes, were everyone to be interviewed individually. But within the church 
building and on the grounds that surround it, much has occurred that just may 
serve as a decade-long microcosm of the daily lives of Gloryôs members.   

Indeed, the church and its surrounding property have been slowly but carefully 
cultivated and curated, building on what was so wisely tended to during the first 
years of Gloryôs existence. The property has been blessed with an abundance 
of both natural and developed resources. If the church building can be seen as 
the heart and soul of Glory, the outdoor property complements it in many and 
various ways, from the waters of Old Man Creek, sometimes used for the 
sacrament of holy baptism, to the recently completed Memorial Garden, where 
the ashes of some of our faithful 
departed members have since been 
laid to rest. The parking lot, enclosed 
by a garment of green grass and 
thoughtfully planted trees, shrubs, 
and flowers, beckons worshippers to 
the churchôs main doors. An outdoor 
fireplace and picnic tables encourage 
gatherings throughout the spring, 
summer, and autumn months, 
particularly for the long-standing 
Fireside Wednesday gatherings. 
There is plenty of space for both 
children and adults to play. A 
vegetable garden, successfully developed over the 
last decade, now provides several members of both the congregation and the 
wider community with the fruits of the earth. And the large, undeveloped thicket 
of trees and field behind the rest of the property offer a natural home to 
numerous species of the animal kingdom, reminding us of how closely 

Fireside Wednesday 2023 
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connected we are to the rest of Godôs creation.   

From April 2015 to April 2025 Glory witnessed 
many important events, including 26 baptisms, 17 
confirmations, 11 marriages, and 46 funerals 
for congregational members. Although there have 
been almost twice as many funerals as baptisms, 
the church has seen modest growth with the 
welcome addition of several new members, 
bringing its overall membership from 357 in 2015 
to 390 in 2024. Gloryôs treasurer and members of 
the Finance Committee, along with the faithful 
stewardship of its congregants, have also kept the 
church financially stable over the past decade. With the exception of the COVID
-19 pandemic, there were no major disruptions to Gloryôs ministries during that 

time. Overall, while there were certainly 
occasional disagreements, the 
congregation was remarkably cohesive. 
There were many things to celebrate and 
many opportunities to grow in faith 
together; we slowly but surely, as a unified 
body, leaned on Godôs grace to meet 
every challenge as it came. As we look 
back on the past ten years, the words 
from Isaiah 30:15 seem apt: ñin quietness 
and confidence shall be your strength.ò   

What follows is a brief summary of the 
highlights of the past ten years. I apologize 
in advance for any glaring omissions or 
misinterpretations in this summary.  

The tenth-anniversary celebration of Glory 
Lutheran church was a high point of 2015. An anniversary banquet on Saturday 
April 18 was attended by almost two hundred people, including former pastors 
and special guests from Strathcona County, among them Mayor Roxanne Carr. 
The special worship celebration that followed on Sunday April 19 was also very 
memorable. Indeed, the entire weekend was a great success, thanks to the 
dedicated work of the Anniversary Committee members and others. The year 
was also marked by a gracious donation of several objects for the sanctuary 
from Augustana Lutheran Church, as well as the purchase of a magnificent 
new organ, a perfect complement to Gloryôs strong musical tradition.   

Food Bank Volunteers ~2008-2015 
Front Row (Left to Right): Lynn Spain, Glenn 
Sitler, Keith Shelstad, Clarence Kadatz   
Back Row: Mike King, Elden Josephson, 
Orleen Parson, Nancy Defer, Charlie Friske, 
Ernie Zutz, Doug Sime. 

Cosgrove Baptism 2018 
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Palm Sunday 2015 

Kids Talk Advent 2015 

2015 

All Saintsô Sunday 2015 

Advent 2015 
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The year 2016 was notable for some 
ñreaching out,ò in quite different contexts. 
In February, after hard work by members 
of the Refugee Sponsorship 
Coordination Committee, Glory 
welcomed its first refugee family from the 
troubled country of Myanmar (Burma). 
Known familiarly as the ñRehò family, 
father Joe, mother Lina, and sons David 
and Tobiah (their new English names), 
regularly attended services. Although 
apparently no congregational members 
knew the Rehsô native Karenni language, connections were nevertheless made 

each Sunday through smiles and friendly 
signs. The Sponsorship Committee 
laboured diligently over the coming 
months to integrate the family and 
provide them with the necessary 
resources for success in their new 
country. While the Rehs were later to 
move to Saskatoon to be with other 
family members, Glory will not forget 
them. In another, quite unrelated, 
endeavour, members of Glory reached 
out to the edge of the property, 
introducing colonies of bees as an 
attempt to further enrich its natural 

resources and to contribute in our own 
way to the care of Godôs  natural world.   

2017 was a year of celebration for 
Lutheran churches worldwide, marking the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation, with 
members of Glory participating in various 
Reformation-oriented activities throughout 
the year. A highlight of these activities was 
the hymn festival, Liberated by Godôs 
Grace, on Reformation Sunday. This was 
also the year that Seth Perry joined us as 
an intern pastor, a position he was to 
hold until 2019.   Erich Kleinke with the Glory Bees 2017 

Reh Family Sponsorship 2016 

Reh Family 2016 



 

7 

In 2018 a new ministry, the Creation Care Support 
Team, was established, its primary goal to foster 
increasing awareness among church members of the 
need to be faithful stewards of the resources 
consumed and disposed of by the Glory congregation; 
such awareness could certainly extend to the rest of 
the earth and all its precious resources as we come 
increasingly to understand the powerful nuances of 
Genesis 1:28 and the deeply significant role of 
humanity in Godôs creation.   

Creation-centered ministries 
continued in 2019, highlighted by a 
workshop by Rev. Ron Berezan on 
ñperma-culture.ò The principles of this 
workshop, of caring for the earth and 
its peoples and sharing the earthôs 
resources responsibly, were reflected in Gloryôs flourishing community garden 
and in the planning by the Landscape Design and Memorial Garden Committee 
for its new memorial garden. This year marked the end of Seth Perryôs 
internship, as he moved on to the completion of his seminary studies and his 
eventual ordination. While the congregation was sad to see him leave, members 
also rejoiced in his legacy to Glory and the continuation of his dedicated 
Christian ministry. Also in the fall of this year, another vital group, GriefShare, 
was formed to minister to the needs of those suffering loss and bereavement of 
various sorts.   

Potato Digging 2018 

Potato Digging 2019 

2021 
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Ordination of Seth Perry 2019 

Whatever else 2020 may be remembered for, it will certainly be remembered for 
the outbreak of the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, which disrupted almost 
every facet of human life for almost two years, and beyond. Its effect on our 
congregation was significant, but through adherence both to public health 
policies and to our Christian faith and prayers, we may have emerged from the 
pandemic even stronger as a result. Nevertheless, those two years were indeed 
a challenge. The epidemic made pastoral visits to homes and hospitals very 
difficult if not impossible. Although we moved quickly to online worship, thanks 
to the efforts of the technologically gifted among us, almost everyone missed 
the essential face-to-face fellowship of regular worship services. However, 
some outdoor activities, such as tending the community garden, continued, with 
due attention to proper physical distancing. Other limited, physically-distanced 
indoor and outdoor activities were able to take place within the established 
public health limits, including a meaningful Christmas Eve ñprayer mangerò 
event in the church parking lot. One positive highlight of the year was Gloryôs 
purchase from the ELCIC synod of the remaining 26 acres of its 44-acre 
property.   
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Ronskos Ashtons 

Alianna J. Owen J. Amalia K. & Connor C. 

2020 Nativity Photos 

Outdoor Service 2021 

While the pandemic continued throughout 
2021, it began to abate later in the year. This 
allowed in-person worship services to begin 
again, although with mandated masks and 
appropriate physical distancing. Owing to 
good financial stewardship, Glory was able to 
weather the more extreme effects of the 
pandemic, although various plans, such as 
those for the Pastorôs sabbatical, nevertheless 
had to be put on hold.   
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Cantata 2023 

In 2022, however, Pastor Markus 
was finally able to enjoy his well-
earned sabbatical. One productive 
result of this sabbatical grew out of 
his research on the relationships 
between humans and animals, 
particularly domestic dogs, and what 
we can learn about faith, hope, and 
love from our pets. According to 
Pastor Markus, ñthe more we try to 
understand animals, the better we 
understand God and ourselves as 
well. Living with animals reminds us 

of our own creaturelinessò and hence 
our utter dependence on our Creator. Another important event of this year 
involved formation of a new Refugee Committee that spearheaded the churchôs 
initial commitment to relocating and supporting in Canada the Hasan family, 
Syrian refugees in Jordan, through cooperation with Canadian Lutheran World 
Relief. As the pandemic began to wane, more and more of us returned to 
regular in-person worship and church activities: regular, but not necessarily 
ñback to normalò as Pastor Markus reminded us. 2022 could be seen as a year 
of looking both backward to the pandemic and forward to the new opportunities 
that awaited us.   

Mulhurst Youth Retreat 2022 
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Luther Rose Memorial Garden Dedication 2023 

The year 2023 saw the completion of 
the Luther Rose Memorial Garden 
and its official dedication. Situated 
close to surrounding poplars and the 
waters of Old Man Creek, this garden 
combined the best of its thoughtful 
design and cultivation with the 
complementary qualities of its natural 
environment. It promises to serve as an 
appropriate final resting place for 
members who so choose it, as well as 
a space for outdoor meditation and 
prayer.   

Memorial Garden 2022 
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2024 was an eventful year in at least a couple of respects. An accidental collision 
by a truck with Gloryôs porte cochere revealed deeper structural problems in the 
building. Mercifully, no one was injured in the accident; in the ensuing months, 
thanks in large part to the planning and recommendations of those members with 
architectural and construction expertise, repairs and restorations were contracted 
out and successfully completed. In this year, Gloryôs Refugee Committee also 
continued its work. In February, the Salloum family, co-sponsored by Glory and 
three other congregations, arrived in Edmonton after waiting for many years in 
Lebanon and Syria. Also, the Hasans, after several years as refugees in Jordan, 
were able to join the rest of their family in Edmonton on the evening of July 17. 
This was a great cause for celebration. Both families continue to do well in their 
new country and city. Another event to celebrate was the welcome arrival in 
September of Lisa Smith-Schroeder, Gloryôs new intern-deacon, who has since 
blessed the congregation in many ways with her ministerial gifts and dedicated 
service.  

Now, half way into 2025, preparing for our twentieth-anniversary celebrations, 
we can look back over the past ten years and see the slow and steady progress 
that has grown out of our congregationôs collective faithfulness. In addition to the 
events chronicled above, the church has served and been served in other 
significant ways. The heart of Glory over the past decade, as in the decade before, 
has been its worship services. Many prayers and much careful planning by the 
pastor and the Worship and Music Committee in particular have made Sunday 
worship services the lifeblood of Gloryôs existence, centered as they are on the 
essentials of the Word and Sacraments. And music too is a fundamental 
component of our worship. Perhaps some the greatest gifts that have been shared 
over Gloryôs last ten years have been those given by its many talented 
musicians. The church choir; the conductors; the praise bands; the organists, the 
pianists, and the other instrumentalists have blessed the congregation with their 
inspiring contributions. Ably supported by skilled audio technicians, they have 
led, accompanied, and enhanced regular and special worship services in too many 
ways to be counted.   

Beyond the worship services, but always connected to them, Gloryôs congregation 

Glory Lutheran Church 2025 
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continued ñreaching inò and ñreaching outò over the past decade. Past and 
present members of the Church Council and its executive have faithfully 
dedicated much of their time and talents to ensuring the well-being of the church, 
particularly through their oversight of its various committees. For many years, the 
Community Outreach Committee has helped Inner City Pastoral Ministry 
provide food to Edmontonôs unhoused citizens and coordinated charitable 
donations by members every Christmas season to similar organizations. Its work 
with the Glory Community Garden has also connected the church with the wider 
community. Members of the Congregational Life Committee have provided and 
coordinated after-church coffee and snacks, set-up/takedown teams that oversee 
the furnishings for a variety of events from funerals to church picnics and 
concerts, and updates to the congregational directory, among other things. An 
itemized list of the events that they have contributed to over the past decade, as 
well as the many other groups under this committee umbrella, would take several 
pages. Although the number of children at Glory is not large, the Education 
Committee has served these children and adolescents well with its coordination 
of Sunday School classes, childrenôs church activity packs, Vacation Bible 
School, and confirmation classes over the last ten years. The Property 
Committee has played a major role in the maintenance of Gloryôs grounds and 
various facilities spread across a large part of its forty-four acres. The Finance 
Committee and treasurer, along with the Stewardship Committee, have also 
worked very hard over the past decade to keep Glory on solid financial ground. 
Other committees and groups that have faithfully served Glory over the past ten 
years and have not yet been named in this history include, but are not limited to, 
the Audit Committee, Facility Bookings and Rentals, the Funeral Committee, 
Glory 50 Plus, Human Resources, the Land Use Committee, the 
Nominations Committee, Personal Information & Privacy, the Organ 
Committee, and Technology and Youth, all of which make the congregation 
stronger in its service to God and to others. And finally, of course, vitally important 
to keeping the entire operations of the church running smoothly, is its Office 
Coordinator, Heidi Jones.   

All of the groups and individuals mentioned throughout this history, along with 
various ad hoc committees over the last decade, have contributed in no small 
way to Gloryôs continued health and well-being as a congregation, helping it in its 
mission of reaching up, reaching out, and reaching in. If there have been 
challenges and setbacks along the journey, they have generally been overcome 
through faith, prayer, and hard work. The purpose of our congregation has been 
and continues to be ñto glorify God by following and sharing Godôs Word as a 
loving community.ò If we continue to be true to that purpose, we can look forward 
with hope to what God has in store for us over the next ten years. God has 
blessed us abundantly with grace, and for that we give thanks in gratitude.   
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A Message From Pastor Markus 

June/July 2025 

 

Dear church family, my siblings in Christ, 

Thank you for your support of me and my family during our time of mourning for 
our dear mother, Gundula. Thank you for supporting Gundula as well during the 
last few years, as things got more and more difficult for her. You were practicing 
toward her the love of Jesus, when you opened the door for her, greeted her, 
conversed with her with the respect and dignity that every person deserves, no 
matter their (dis)ability, whether physical or mental. You were practicing the love 
of Jesus toward me and my brother and his family, as well as my other siblings 
and relations, by accepting us in our struggles to make life more comfortable for 
mom, supporting us in our preparations for the funeral, and now in our time of 
grief. 

Thank you for the many expressions of your sympathy, with comforting words 
and silent hugs, thoughtful cards and empathetic tears! Thank you to our funeral 
committee and all the volunteers who helped organize the service and 
reception! Thank you for coming to the service and adding your presence and 
voice! Thank you for giving me some time off to grieve. This is important, holy 
time, as I deal with the physical and emotional ties, the conscious and 
unconscious feelings that exist, especially in the home that I shared with mom 
for the past 4 İ years. 

I am attending the National convention of the ELCIC in Winnipeg July 10-13 as 
a synodical delegate. Please keep me, all delegates, and the convention 
process in your prayers! Like most, if not all Christian denominations in the 
western world, ours has been shrinking in size over the past 40 years and it is 
coming to a critical point where many congregations are closing their buildings 
for want of finances and often also dissolving as congregations for want of 
participation. Delegates will be engaging in discussion as to how we face this 
present crisis and how we imagine the future of the church. There is a plan to 
widen this discussion after the convention to include all congregations and 
members of the ELCIC. 

How do we face Today at Glory and what are our dreams for the future? We are 
only 20 years old, in the ñyoung adultò stage of life, and we are financially 

continued on next page... 


