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June/July 2023 

Message from Pastor Markus 

Dear Friends, 

I have been asked several times during my home visits how I think the church, 
and our congregation in particular, is doing. Behind the question I often sensed 
a feeling of unease, or even of fear, that things are not as they should be, or as 
they once were, or as weôd like them to be. After three years of pandemic 
pandemonium, periodically locked church doors, and continual ñhybrid worshipò, 
itôs no wonder that things are not the same. Every sector of society and every 
place of work and worship, learning and service has experienced tremendous 
change, stress, innovations, and in some cases atrophy. You have all been part 
of the change.  

Some of the change is difficult to accept. Some long time members and 
contributors, siblings in faith and companions on our faith journey are no longer 
with us. Some have died, others have moved, some have joined different 
congregations, others have moved to a different community, some have gotten 
used to worshiping online, others have gotten used to not worshiping altogether. 
We grieve these lost relationships. We ask God to give us courage to reach out 
where we can, to help us accept what we cannot change, and for wisdom as we 
move on.  

Some of the change is wonderful and reason to celebrate. New worshipers 
have joined us, siblings in Christ who found their faith sustained or renewed 
through our online presence during the pandemic. Some are attending in 
person now. Some are participating in music and other forms of leadership. 
Some are being baptized or confirmed or both. Some are taking up new causes 
of ministry. I am personally touched by the faith and love that I have sensed in 
the new relationships that are forming within our congregation.  

Some of the changes have been very tangible. For instance, the purchase of 
the property from the ELCIC, for which we fundraised during the first year of the 
pandemic. Then the Memorial Garden project, which we also fundraised for and 
which is now at the point where we can make us of it. What a project! Read 
more about it in this newsletter. The community garden has found a new site. 
The beavers have built new dams and the herons have built new nests. 
Everything is in flux and life continues to thrive.  

We are blessed with an energetic young youth worker, Elizabeth DeCorby, who 
organized a number of events during her first few months with us. We have a 
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small but energetic group of kids who come up for childrenôs time in worship 
and who love it when there is Sunday School. We have parents who are 
teaching the children creatively and faithfully about the love of God.  

Do I have to mention our 50 Plus group who visited the mosque Masjid in the 
Park recently and learned how people of another Abrahamic faith worship and 
practice their faith? Do I have to mention the small groups that have been 
meeting bi-weekly to read a book and encourage one another in faith? Is there 
a need to mention that we were approached by the Solar Power Investment 
Cooperative of Edmonton to see whether weôd be interested in letting them 
install panels on our roof and reap the benefits of free electricity and a reduced 
carbon footprint?  

Sometimes we have to remind ourselves how blessed we are. We have many 
reasons to give thanks, to go forward in mission with hope and courage during 
this era of change and uncertainty. 

At Sunday worship over the past few weeks weôve been reading stories from 
the book of Genesis about Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and 
Rachel, the patriarchs and matriarchs of faith. As these men and women left the 
old behind and stretched towards the new at Godôs command, may they inspire 
us to do the same. As they disregarded their old age in order to welcome a 
newborn, as they gave up their comforts and security for the fragile but reliable 
and precious promises of God, as they savvily followed Godôs leading against 
the draw of tradition, as they wrestled with God for the blessing that was 
promised, may we become younger ourselves as we get older, may we sacrifice 
what we think we own in order to receive what God wants us to have, may we 
hold to the promise of life and wrest a blessing from God without breaking our 
own fragile promises. May we fulfill the mission God gave to his people through 
Abraham and Sarah: to be a blessing to all nations and families of the earth. 

As you will read elsewhere in this newsletter, I will be part of our synodical 
delegation to Colombia. This journey of hope in the midst of challenges is one 
way we can reach beyond our own church community and synod to strengthen 
our relationship with people in the global south. I thank you for your prayers as 
we travel. I trust that you and I will be blessed, even as we bless the people we 
encounter during these summer days and these changing times.  

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Markus Wilhelm  

...continued from previous page. 
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Council Highlights 

June/July 2023 

June started with another wonderful Church Music Sunday, followed by a 
luncheon put on by our choir.  Thank you to Pat Becker, Lynnette Woodrow, and 
all of the talented musicians and choir members for their ministry throughout the 
year!  The month ended with a service that included a blessing for our graduates 
and the dedication of the Luther Rose Garden, followed by our annual picnic.  
Thank you to Rita Spain and the Memorial Garden Committee for the countless 
hours spent in bringing us to this dedication milestone!  Thanks also to Pat 
Becker and our Congregational Life team of volunteers for the celebration! 

July is typically quieter, as people go on vacation and Council does not usually 
meet this month.  However, that doesnôt mean things arenôt happening!  The 
Memorial Garden Committee has been looking into construction of a pathway 
down to the Luther Rose Garden.  We have also had some people on site doing 
an assessment as to the feasibility of installing solar panels here at Glory.  
Please note, too, that we are back to meeting weekly throughout July and 
August for Fireside Wednesdays, so please come out and join us for food and 
fellowship.  

Weôre pleased to say that the position of Treasurer has been filled and are 
delighted to welcome Ken Hankinson to Council.  Lynda Kiel is continuing to 
help with the transition and we thank her for the continued support.   

Although we had hoped to hold our Council retreat and planning day in June, 
conflicting schedules have bumped that back to August 19, 2023.  If you are 
currently serving on a committee or are interested in doing so, you may want to 
consider joining us for part of the retreat.  If so, please contact me at the number 
or email below.  Additionally, if you have questions, ideas, or matters of concern 
that you would like us to consider in our long-range or short-term planning, I 
invite you to send an email or give me a call to discuss same. 

Pastor Markus will soon be leaving for Colombia with the Alberta Synod 
delegation led by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer.  Bishop Larry asks that we keep 
this group of travelers in our prayers and has prepared a daily itinerary and 
prayer list for the trip taking place from July 24 to August 3, 2023.  Please keep 
all of the members of this delegation in your prayers and, in particular, 
remember Pastor Markus in your prayers on August 1, 2023.  Safe travels to 
them and to all of our Glory members, wherever this summer may take you! 

Rose Schlegl 
Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca   780-935-5490 
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The word conjures up images of lazy days at the lakeshore, 
campfires with roasted marshmallows, maybe sleepy kids 
sharing rooms. Often those sweet pictures in our head donôt 
quite match up with the reality of a vacation. 

Vacations can be stressful, taking us out of well-developed 
routines and throwing us at the mercy of compromise, or 
overtiredness or cranky-ness. During those stressful times, 
prayer for your vacation is needed the most.   

There are moments on vacation when you are not giving 
thanks, joy is hard-pressed, and prayer may not be whatôs 
being muttered under your breath. But God is right there with 
you! 

Does that mean your vacation will be perfect? Probably not. 
Does that mean there will be golden moments of beauty mixed 
right into the chaos that follows you or your family? You bet! So, 
go ahead, take some time alone, or take some time with others. 

A Prayer for Your Family Vacation 

Dear Lord, Please bless this time of family vacation. 
Help my family to get along, to enjoy one another. 

May we be able to see the wonder You instill within 
the chaos of our days ï whether we go near or far 

away from home. 

Open my eyes to see that vacation will end but the 
memories of it will remain and give me the strength to 
make them sweet. Pour some of that strength into my 
very being and bring me through to the end of 

vacation with a thankful heart and unceasing praise. 

Help me to take time to ñSmell the Flowersò, relax, 
and maybe even let You lead. 

Amen. 

[Author Unknown] 
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We become members of the body of Christ, the universal church 
through the sacrament of Holy Baptism.  We become active 
members of a Lutheran church through an ñAffirmation of 
Faithò (also called Confirmation).  And we can join a Lutheran 
Congregation from another Lutheran (ELCIC) congregation by 

way of a transfer of membership. 
 

There are many roads people take to get to Glory Lutheran 
Church.  On Sunday, July 23, we will celebrate  
Membership Sunday, including an adult baptism.   

If you are interested in or have any questions about membership 
with Glory Lutheran Church, please speak to Pastor Markus. 
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2ŏĿŎŌňōņӉӉ'ŎŔőōŁŘӉӉœŎӉӉ ŎŋŎŌľňĽ 
The departure date for those traveling to Colombia with the Synod delegation 
is fast approaching--July 24, 2023. 

 

Bishop Larry asks that you keep the individuals who will be participating in your 
prayers.   A daily itinerary and prayer list for the trip is on the following page. Your 
prayers now and during the Journey to Colombia are greatly appreciated. 

Participants pictured: 
Back row:  Pastor Markus Wilhelm 
(Glory, Sherwood Park) 
Clockwise on-screen from top 
left:  Pastor AnnE Zimmerman 
(Lakeland, Cold Lake), 
Cathy Kochendorfer (Trinity, 
Edmonton), Mark Heinen (Good 
Shepherd, Lethbridge), 
Rev. Dr. Bill Harrison (Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Saskatoon) 
Middle row (L to R):  Bishop Larry, 
Beth Hendricksen (Hosanna, 
Edmonton), Rev. Dr. James 
Hendricksen (Hosanna, 

Edmonton),  Diane Primeau (Trinity, Grande Prairie) 
Front row (L to R):  Ava Hendricksen (Hosanna, Edmonton), Patricia Hoeppner 
(Ascension, Edmonton), Kathy McHan (St. Peter's, Millet) 

 

Perhaps the following might guide our prayers: 

 

O God, who calls your people to venture and to dare, grant courage to those who 
travel with the Synod delegation.  Be with them as they prepare and as they 
journey together; protect and guide them, that their travel will be safe and 
secure.  Give each traveler joy in the assurance of your sustaining love for them 
and for those with whom they walk. 

 

Loving God, be with those in Colombia who prepare to host the delegation.  Send 
your blessing on the hands and hearts of those who worship you through their 
work in preparing a welcome for the travelers from Canada.   We give you thanks 
for their gifts of hospitality, generosity, and open hearts. 

 

Gracious and holy God, we ask your blessing on the delegation to Colombia, that 
the bonds of love and partnership between the synods might be strengthened and 
that walking together, minds may be stretched, hearts enlarged, struggles and joys 
shared, and that, by God's great faithfulness and grace, hope may bear fruit. 

https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=af82d9832f&e=77d660aee9
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May 21, 2023   

Aiden Jones and Owen Jones (no relation) were confirmed on May 21st.  
Confirmation is also called the Affirmation of Baptism. Those who are baptized 
are saying YES to this gift, affirming the promises of God. In weekly classes 
over two years, Owen and Aiden have learned the promises God gave them, 
explored what they mean for them and developed skills in asking the right 
questions. They have mined parts of the Bible, the catechism and church 
traditions to find some appropriate answers. Most importantly they have learned 
that it is God who affirms their baptism. This day we prayed that the Holy Spirit 
may confirm them in faith, guide their life, empower them in service to others, 
give them patience in suffering, and bring them to everlasting life.  
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Are you new to Glory?  We welcome you! 
Please sign our Guestbook! 

 

To stay in the loop, please call or email the office to receive a database entry 
form and request offering envelopes  
to ensure you will receive tax receipts.   

You may also contact the office to get a mail folder and nametag;  
and subscribe to our congregation email distribution list   
to receive weekly e-news and important announcements. 

glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 

h DƻŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ōŀǇǝǎƳΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ϦŀŶǊƳ ƻǳǊ ōŀǇǝǎƳϦΦ !ƳŜƴΦ 

CONFIRMATION 2023-24 

Confirmation is the Lutheran Church 2-year ministry with students usually in 
grade 7 and 8 (or thereabouts); however, one can be confirmed at any age.  
Therefore, we would like to extend the invitation to older teens who may not 
have been confirmed in Grade 8.  Whatever the age of your teen son, daughter, 
or grandchild, they are invited to participate in our weekly program.  

 
Students meet regularly on Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at Glory, from 
October until May.   
 
Please contact the church if you would like to register for the Fall confirmation 
program. 
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Journey Journey 
Spiritual Spiritual  

Our  Our  

continued on next page... 

-- Part 2, on ñFearò 
 

Yes ï thereôs a lot of FEAR in the world now; we encounter it at time when we are on 
our spiritual journey. 
Today, do we have more reasons to be fear-ful?  No; instead there are a lot of 
people manufacturing ñfearò, and using social media to stir up more fear  than in the 
past. 
 

Why? ï fear ñsellsò, makes money for a lot of people, persuades/redirects, and is one 
of the strongest motivators to influence you ñforò or ñagainstò something, or 
someone.  A couple of studies I have seen tell that over 1/3 of all people are more 
easily influenced/motivated by fear than other factors. 
  

For our Spiritual Journey of life, look INSTEAD to: 
+ ñThe Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?ò; and  
+ òThe Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?ò; and 
+ ñThe only thing we have to fear is fear itselfò. 
 

Fearful?   Pray to God for help with fear -- that the Holy Spirit will help us. 
+ We have the reminder, ñGod so loved the world that he gave his only Son.ò 
+ We have Jesusô message of:  ñPeace be unto/with you.ò  
+ Jesus said that we should take his message of love with us, and also that he 
would be with us in our journey of life [no fear there]. 

+ He loves us now and invites us to love others, to forgive and be forgiven, and to 
have mercy, and more -- and that does help us overcome fear. 

 

How about, fear of ñdeathò?     The message of Easter reminds us that no matter 
what happens to us, the Father will not let defeat and death be, ñthe endò ï He will 
raise us up just as he raised up Jesus.  ñBecause He lives, we shall also live.ò We 
need NOT fear death any longer 
 

Fearful of your message and mission:  to spread the good news of Godôs love to our 
neighbor, the stranger, the homeless, the alienated, the hungry and the thirsty, and 
the fearful and the angry?  Do it with the help of the Holy Spirit!  Then you are not 
alone and do not need to fear doing it. 
Interested in sharing your faith?  We are told to, òGo and tellò, because ñAs the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.ò  God will help you do it. 
 

Compare Jesusô message of love with the messages of fear that are now around us 

12 
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...continued from previous page. 

all the time, such as:  fear of being left behind, or left out -- if you do not buy 
ñtheirò product, idea, or deal! 
Did you notice recently, a tv ñpersonalityò/commentator was fired from his multi-
million dollar job for emails that showed that what he said on air was not what 
he believed, but rather, his program was shaped to keep his audience and his 
multi-million dollar salary and prestige.   Another packaged his own white 
supremacy beliefs within the most popular political comments to make them 
ñsellò.  And, across the border, sales figures show that fear sells guns, and a few 
gun companies hire people to promote that fear in order to sell. 
 

This last year, there has been talk of whether there is more racism in North 
America and the world, or not.  My look at recent investigative studies by those 
who track these concerns over decades, show that there IS an increase of 
racism against Jews, people of another skin colour, and of being other-than-you
-are.  Itôs mostly because of an increase by those who communicate that 
message wrapped up in fear on social media and tv. 
 

Ok, we have problems in Canada, and we can do our part to help.  During two 
recent weeks in Canada we had: an Anti-Bullying Day, Red Dress Day for 
missing/murdered indigenous women, and Caring for the Earth Day to help 
focus our worries about our earth.  ñDaysò like that encourage us to think about 
these concerns and what you can do, as well as to ignore the ñfearò factors that 
often swirls around them. 
 

Food for thought: 
+ Jesus tied murder and anger together and spoke against anger [in Matt.]. 
+ Jesus did not use fear or anger to harm another person nor sanction 
violence against any person.  Instead he spoke against violence, warned 
about the dangers of fear and anger, and admonished his followers when 
they were inclined to harm others. 

 

What place does fear have in your life as you go on your Spiritual Journey? 
Pray for the Holy Spiritôs help.  Want to talk about it?  Weôre available... 
May the Peace of God ébe with you, 
Gary 
 

PS:   ñFearò, versus  ñAfraidò 
¶ Fear is an emotion experienced when encountered with a threat. Afraid is the 
feeling of fear. 

¶ Afraid can also be used to express regret, concern or to express reluctance. 
¶ Fear cannot be used to express these feelings. 
¶ Fear tends to trigger extreme reactions in the individual experiencing the emotion. 
Being afraid does not always trigger extreme reactions. 

¶ Afraid is a word that sprouts from the word fear. 
13 
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Glory 50 Plus enjoyed a barbecue lunch while tapping their toes to the music 
of entertainer, Bobby Vann, who sang popular tunes from the ó60ôs and ó70ôs. 

14 
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We are looking for a group of volunteers willing to be on a "set up/take 
down" list and people to call on to help out in the kitchen on an occasional 
basis. There is a sign up list in the Narthex or you can contact Pat in person; 
by email glc.life@glorylutheran.ca; or by phone or text 780 239 5345. 

Thank you for considering this request! 

A V  O   Y ! 

    

 Change is in the Air 
 

Glory 50 Plus 
plans to meet informally during the summer. 

 

Friday, July 21
st
 at 12:00 noon 

Bring your own ñPaper Bagò lunch and beverage. 
Bring a chair too! 

 

Anyone who is 50 plus,  
is welcome to join this gathering for an informal visit. 

 

No meeting      No agenda 
 

An opportunity to visit 
and get to know each other a little better. 

h DƻŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘϥǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ -- ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ  aŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ          

-- ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΦ  !ƳŜƴΦ 
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Memorial Garden Dedication Service - June 25, 2023  

Luther Rose Memorial Garden Project Summary - Rita Spain  

It was not long after we moved into our new church home here at Glory, that 
congregation members first brought up the idea of a memorial garden. The 
notion resurfaced over the years and in March 2019, Brett Woodrow, Gaylene 
Sitler-Ard, Irmgard Lindquist, Nick Ronsko, Tim Kihn and I, had our first meeting 
as the Landscape and Memorial Garden committee.  

Our beloved Irmgard passed away a year and a half later. She was a staunch 
supporter of a memorial garden and I believe she would be pleased with what 
has been accomplished here.  

The committeeôs first task was to design a Landscape Master Plan for our 
beautiful property - a plan that was to include an area for a memorial garden. 
The Master Plan was completed by the end of 2019 and then our focus turned 
to developing the memorial garden.  

The Luther Rose, a symbol of our Lutheran faith, was the inspiration for the 
garden. The circular design, the center cross, and the red and white roses are 
elements of the Luther Rose. Dora Berry, of Natureôs Elements, was hired in 
2020 to design a plan for the garden. She understood our vision for the Luther 
Rose Garden and was a joy to work with. Even though our meetings with Dora 
involved ZOOM, telephone calls, social distancing and masks, the design plan 
was finalised towards the end of 2020.  


