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Council Highlights 

May 2023 

We continue to look for someone to fill the position of Treasurer.  To lighten the 
workload involved, we have entered into an agreement with Ceridian for payroll 
services.  Heidi will be taking on some of the data entry and work involved in 
payables.  If you know of someone who might be able to assist with other 
aspects of the Treasurerôs role, please contact me. 

Several members of Council recently attended a policy training seminar at 
Mount Olivet for those working with our children, youth, and other vulnerable 
parties.  The session was interesting and informative, as well as timely.  We will 
soon be reviewing and revising our own policies in this area. 

Council members, along with members of other committees here at Glory, will 
be meeting on Saturday, June 17 for a retreat and planning day.  If you have 
questions, ideas, or matters of concern that you would like us to consider in our 
long-range or short-term planning, I invite you to send an email or give me a call 
to discuss same. 

Rose Schlegl            Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca            780-935-5490 

Lydia Anne MacKenzie 

Lydia was born on  
March 30th at 2:33pm.  
Both her and Keltie  
are doing well! 

 

Congratulations to you,  
Keltie and Ben, and to  
big brother Blair.  

 

Praise to God for this  
miracle of life! 
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Rhonda Berg 
Council Secretary  

 
secretary 

@glorylutheran.ca 

Dave Hauf 
Property 

Comm. Outreach 
property 

@glorylutheran.ca 

Lynnette Woodrow 
Worship & Music 

 
worshipandmusic 
@glorylutheran.ca 

2023 
Church Council 

Sebastian Montoya 
Technology / Youth 

 

it.youth 
@glorylutheran.ca 

Chelsea Ashton 
Financial Secretary 

& Finance 

Vacant 
Treasurer  
& Finance 
treasurer 

@glorylutheran.ca 

Heidi Jones 
Office  

Coordinator 
glory.office 

@glorylutheran.ca 

Lynn Spain 
Property 

 
property.lynn 

@glorylutheran.ca 

Susan Ronsko 
Education 

 
education.susan 
@glorylutheran.ca 

Jenny Takenaka 
Education 

 
education 

@glorylutheran.ca 

  Kurtis Ashton 
Stewardship 

 
stewardship 

@glorylutheran.ca 

Rose Schlegl 
Council Chair 
Human Resources 
council.chair 

@glorylutheran.ca 

Pat Becker 
Congregational Life 

 
glc.life 

@glorylutheran.ca 

Markus Wilhelm 
Pastor 

ñEx Officioò 
All Committees 
pastormarkus 

@glorylutheran.ca 

2023 Financial Officers and Office Coordinator 
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May 2023 

Message from Pastor Markus 

Dear Members and Friends of Glory Lutheran Church, 
 

This month I share a prayer with you that was read at our church council meeting last 
Wednesday. It speaks to the fire situation facing our province and county in the past week which 
continues to threaten peopleôs homes, fields and forests. Some people of Glory living in the 
acreage area of the county had to leave their homes for safety overnight. Thankfully fire crews 
were able to protect homes from damage. Other communities in the province, especially the Little 
Red River Cree first Nation in the Peace River valley, have suffered great losses. 
 

The prayer comes from Christians of the diocese of Perth in Australia who in recent years have 
seen similar and worse devastation than we are seeing here this year. It came in an email from 
our seminary in Saskatoon by way of the bishopôs office.  
The peace of the risen Lord be with you this Easter season! 
 

Pastor Markus 

O God, we pray for the rain to come, 
so that fires will be dampened, 
so that smoke and ash will be cleansed from the air, 
so that people can return home and firefighters be kept safe, 
so that towns and communities can be spared. 
 
As we wait, take away the worry that makes nothing better, 
and give us a peaceful spirit of trust in you. 
Make our families stronger, our friendships deeper, 
our communities kinder. 
 
As we wait, show us the blessings that are ours for good: 
your forgiveness for our wrong actions and mistaken choices, 
your healing for our weary bodies and wounded spirits, 
your promise of love that we cannot earn and never deserve. 
 
As we wait, teach us to let go of the things that hurt us and others: 
the pride that stops us from asking for help, 
the self-doubt that paralyses us, 
the resentment that blames and envies others. 
 continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page. 

Jessica will be here before and after Sunday 
Worship on May 21 & 28, to take photos for the 
directory.  If you havenôt yet submitted a photo 
for the directory, please consider getting your 
photo taken before or after one of these 
Sunday services. 

 

Alternately, photos may be submitted to  
directory@glorylutheran.ca 

Thank you!! 

As we wait, come close to those who are most afraid 
of the changes that the future will bring for them. 
Protect them in body, mind and spirit through their darkest days. 
Bring them in safety to new beginnings and new callings. 
 
As we wait, give strength to those who work to respond to crises, 
who run programmes, make policies, plan for the future. 
Give them compassion, patience and wise insight, 
and calm courage when pain and anger are all around. 
 
As we wait, give us the energy to make a difference to others, 
in conversations where burdens are shared, 
in practical help where resources are shared, 
in prayer where griefs and longings are named and offered to you. 
 
As we wait, comfort us as we weep for what is being lost: 
for livelihoods and identities, homes and memories. 
Do not let us be overwhelmed by sorrow, 
but be our companion even through the valley of the shadow of death. 
 
As we wait, give us courage to put our life into your hands 
and to trust you with everything we are 
and everything we will be, by your grace. 
Keep us very close to your heart, the compassionate heart of your Son, 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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Spring Time in Glory-Land - an Ark for our Time 

On a recent walk around the church property I took some pictures with 
my phone camera. It was a beautiful calm evening after a brief 
thunder shower in the midst of what has otherwise been a very dry 
spring. What struck me as I observed the land was the way the soil, 
the water, the plants and the animals exist with and because of each 
other. The land undulates slightly between the railway tracks and the 
creek and between the church and the back end of the property. Slight 
variations in the landscape allow water to collect and pockets of aspen 
and willow to grow. Aromatic wild mint, wild rose, sage, and other 
species grow in the shade of the trees. Cattail (bulrush) grow in the 
mudflats that form where beaver has dammed the creek. This 
underwater engineer makes sure that the Old Man, which is often only 
a trickle, does not run away to the North Saskatchewan before he has 
done his job. (The cattail, by the way, is a plant similar to the one that 
the mother of Moses used when she constructed a basket for him and 
placed him among the reeds of the Nile (Exodus 2).) The ponds that 
form behind the beaver dams are perfect for muskrat, which feed on 
cattail and create platforms that ducks and geese can nest on. The 
aspen and poplar provide food and building material for the beaver. 
It's sad to see trees being felled. But because they propagate both by 
seed and by spreading their roots, the trees fan out from the ponds 
while keeping their vital connection to the water. Ants are busy 
underground, like the beaver underwater, breaking down dead plant 
material and making mounds of organic soil. The dead trees have life 
inside them in the form of insects and provide food and homes for the 
woodpecker. The biggest trees host a community of great blue 
herons. These majestic birds with their wide wings, long necks and 
yellow bills, fly along the creek toward the river and back searching for 
small fish, and perhaps frogs, for food. Frogs, by the way, are so 
abundant this year, their croaking is drowning out the traffic noise from 
the highways. But the heron must watch out for the red tailed hawk, 
whose diet includes young birds, besides gopher, mice and other 
rodents. And then there is porcupine, a distant relative of beaver and 
muskrat, fiercely independent. I noticed it feeding on the grass in the 
meadow on my walk. After leashing my all-to-interested dog, I was 
able to approach safely. The porcupine made for the trees, but did not 
display its spines in our direction, probably realizing that we meant no 
harm. I was reminded of the story in Genesis, about God forming the 
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animals from the ground in the garden of Eden. It must have been a 
delicate task working on those spines without injury. ñThe LORD 
brought the animals to Adam to see what he would name themò, and 
of course the spiky rodent was named ñporcupineò, or quill pig. (Pigs 

must have been invented earlier.)  

I was reading the story of Noahôs ark in the book of Genesis recently 
and was struck by the exactness of the instructions God gave to 
Noah. The ship was to be constructed according to exact 
measurements, with room for every species of animal and their food. 
God could have just done away with the human race, but he wanted 
them to survive the flood brought on by human violence. And he 
wanted the animals to survive with them. Humans and the animals 
belong together in Godôs plan. It is not either animals or humans, but 
both together.  And the plants too of course. Each ñaccording to its 
kindò, its species, because God is specific. Each ñspecific speciesò 
matters to its creator. Noahôs ark, a ship on a dangerous sea, is an 
age-old image for the church. It is a fitting one for the church in 
these threatening times. Gloryôs property is a blessing in so many 
ways. Bordered by paved roadways, a railway, and growing urban 
development, it is an oasis in the midst of our human dominated 
world. Glory Lutheran Church is uniquely situated to be an ark, to 
provide the space, the vehicle, the home, the ecological place 

needed so that many species can survive and thrive.   

~ Pastor Markus 
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Memorial Announcement  
Hilda Lehmann 

 
We are sad to announce that Hilda Lehmann  
passed away the morning of April 10, 2023.  

 

A funeral was held on 
Tuesday, April 18 at Glory Lutheran Church 

 

We mourn with Hildaôs daughter Carol Dreger, her family, and 
friends. The Glory congregation gives thanks for her life and pray 

for those who mourn with the hope of the resurrection. 
  
 
 
 

ñLord, now let your servant go in peace  
for my eyes have seen your salvation.ò  (Luke 2:29) 

UPCOMING EVENT 

Friday, May 19, 2023 

Barbecue 12 noon 

Entertainment 

Following the barbecue, enjoy an afternoon of entertainment by 
Bobby Van.  He is a singer and musician who plays keyboard 
and entertains at Seniorsô residences throughout the greater 
Edmonton area.  Come and join us as we enjoy his music. 
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Glory 50 Plus Pancake Breakfast 
 

Twenty-eight enthusiastic individuals gathered on Frfday, March 24rd for a 
pancake breakfast prepared by Group Two - Eula, Gerry, Donna, Val, Hel-
en, Myrna, Henry, Mike and Marjorie. At the meeting that followed, new 
individuals were welcomed and invited to join work groups.    
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