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%Message from PWr

May 2023
Dear Members and Friends of Glory Lutheran Church,

This month | share a prayer with you that was read at our church council meeting last
Wednesday. It speaks to the fire situation facing our province and county in the past we
continues to threaten peoplebs homes, f
acreage area of the county had to leave their homes for safety overnight. Thankfully fire
were able to protect homes from damage. Other communities in the province, especially
Red River Cree first Nation in the Peace River valley, have suffered great losses.

The prayer comes from Christians of the diocese of Perth in Australia who in recent yea
seen similar and worse devastation than we are seeing here this year. It came in an em
our seminary in Saskatoon by way of the
The peace of the risen Lord be with you this Easter season!

Pastor Markus

O God, we pray for the rain to come,

so that fires will be dampened,

so that smoke and ash will be cleansed from the air,

so that people can return home and firefighters be kept safe,
so that towns and communities can be spared.

As we wait, take away the worry that makes nothing better,
and give us a peaceful spirit of trust in you.

Make our families stronger, our friendships deeper,

our communities kinder.

As we wait, show us the blessings that are ours for good:
your forgiveness for our wrong actions and mistaken choices,
your healing for our weary bodies and wounded spirits,

your promise of love that we cannot earn and never deserve.

As we wait, teach us to let go of the things that hurt us and others:
the pride that stops us from asking for help,
the selfloubt that paralyses us,

the resentment that blames and envies others.
continued on nex



.continued from previous page.

As we wait, come close to those who are most afraid

of the changes that the future will bring for them.

Protect them in body, mind and spirit through their darkest days.
Bring them in safety to new beginnings and new callings.

As we wait, give strength to those who work to respond to crises,
who run programmes, make policies, plan for the future.

Give them compassion, patience and wise insight,

and calm courage when pain and anger are all around.

As we wait, give us the energy to make a difference to others,

in conversations where burdens are shared,

in practical help where resources are shared,

in prayer where griefs and longings are named and offered to you.

As we wait, comfort us as we weep for what is being lost:

for livelihoods and identities, homes and memories.

Do not let us be overwhelmed by sorrow,

but be our companion even through the valley of the shadow of death.

As we wait, give us courage to put our life into your hands

and to trust you with everything we are

and everything we will be, by your grace.

Keep us very close to your heart, the compassionate heart of your Son,
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Spring Time in Glotyand- an Ark for our Time

On a recent walk around the church property | took some picture
- my phone camera. It was a beautiful calm evening after a brief
thunder shower in the midst of what has otherwise been a very (
spring. What struck me as | observed the land was the way the :
the water, the plants and the animals exist with and because of
other. The land undulates slightly between the railway tracks an
: creek and between the church and the back end of the property.
. variations in the landscape allow water to collect and pockets of
" and willow to grow. Aromatic wild mint, wild rose, sage, and othe
. species grow in the shade of the trees. Cattail (bulrush) grow in
mudflats that form where beaver has dammed the creek. This
underwater engineer makes sure that the Old Man, which is ofte
a trickle, does not run away to the North Saskatchewan before F
- done his job. (The cattail, by the way, is a plant similar to the on:
~ the mother of Moses used when she constructed a basket for hil
placed him among the reeds of the Nile (Exodus 2).) The ponds
| form behind the beaver dams are perfect for muskrat, which fee
| cattail and create platforms that ducks and geese can nest on. T
aspen and poplar provide food and building material for the bea
It's sad to see trees being felled. But because they propagate bc
seed and by spreading their roots, the trees fan out from the por
while keeping their vital connection to the water. Ants are busy
underground, like the beaver underwater, breaking down dead .
material and making mounds of organic soil. The dead trees hay
inside them in the form of insects and provide food and homes f
, woodpecker. The biggest trees host a community of great blue
herons. These majestic birds with their wide wings, long necks &
yellow bills, fly along the creek toward the river and back search
small fish, and perhaps frogs, for food. Frogs, by the way, are sc
abundant this year, their croaking is drowning out the traffic nois
the highways. But the heron must watch out for the red tailed ha
whose diet includes young birds, besides gopher, mice and othe
rodents. And then there is porcupine, a distant relative of beavel
muskrat, fiercely independent. | noticed it feeding on the grass il
meadow on my walk. After leashingoagtafiested dog, | was
able to approach safely. The porcupine made for the trees, but c
display its spines in our direction, probably realizing that we me:
harm. | was reminded of the story in Genesis, about God formin
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animals from the ground in the garden of Eden. It must hay
delicate task working on t
brought the animals to Ada
of course the spiky rodent
must have been invented earlier.)

I was reading the story of
and was struck by the exactness of the instructions God gayve t
Noah. The ship was to be constructed according to exact &

measurements, with room for every species of animal and th
God could have just done away with the human race, but he
them to survive the flood brought on by human violence. Af
wanted the animals to survive with them. Humans and the &
bel ong together in Godobés p
both togetheAnd t he pl ants t oo ofy
kindo, its species, becaus
matters to its creator. No
ageold image for the church. It is a fitting one for the church
these threatening times. GE
ways. Bordered by paved roadways, a railway, and growing
development, it is an oasis in the midst of our human domi
world. Glory Lutheran Church is uniquely situated to be an
provide the space, the vehicle, the home, the ecological pl
needed so that many species can survive and thrive.

~ Pastor Markus
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UPCOMING EVENT
Friday, May 19,
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Gl ory 50 Plus Pancake Br eakf
Twenteight enthusiastic individuals gathered on Fridayd¥taral,
pancake breakfast prepared by GrougUloGerry, Donna, Val,
en, Myrna, Henry, Mike and Marjorie. At the meeting that folloV¥S
individuals were welcomed and invited to join work groups.
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