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A Gift Entrusted to Our Care: The Great Blue Herons of Glory 

Great Blue Heron colony nesting high in the treetops on the church property.  
Full article and additional photos on pages 6-7. 
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The Great Blue Heron   (Ardea herodias) 
 
Pastor Markus mentioned that the Great Blue Herons have returned to nest 
along Oldman Creek.  This majestic bird is the largest heron in Canada known 
for its blue-grey plumage, long legs, white crown, a black stripe through the 
eye that extends back into a large plume, S-shaped neck and long orange bill.  
Their communal treetop nests are an elaborate stick-and-twig platform that 
can be over a metre in diameter.  As stand-and-wait predators, they feed on 
small fish, amphibians, aquatic invertebrates and small rodents.  One can 
frequently see them flying to local ponds, creeks and the North Saskatchewan 
River in search of food.  The heron population is stable but fragile in Alberta. 
 
Please note that herons are very sensitive to disturbances.  It is critical that 
these beautiful birds are only observed from a substantial distance using 
binoculars or telephoto lenses.  Nesting herons have been annual visitors 
to Glory for many years. As caretakers of this place, we are mindful that 
our actionsñespecially during nesting seasonñplay a role in whether they 
continue to return.  

 
Photos courtesy of Doug Sime. Photographed April 14, 2026. 

https://www.glorylutheran.ca/creation-care.html
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Protecting 
Nesting Herons 

Wildlife agencies in 

Alberta and across 

Canada emphasize that 

Great Blue Herons are 

highly sensitive to 

disturbance during 

nesting season. Human 

activity too close to 

nesting sitesñespecially 

directly beneath nestsñ

can cause stress, nest 

abandonment, or total 

breeding failure. 

We ask everyone to 
enjoy these birds only 
from a substantial 
distance, using 
binoculars or telephoto 
lenses. Approaching 
nests on foot, lingering 
nearby, or attempting to 
get a closer look can 
unintentionally cause 
harm. 

Respectful distance is 

one of the most effective 

ways we can help ensure 

these herons remain part 

of our shared 

environment for 

generations to come. 
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the 
as long as I live. 

Psalm 104:33 
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I will sing to  

May 31, 2026 
Our worship will include the  

Worship Choir, the Praise Team, 
instrumentalists, reading, and song.  
This is a wonderful time to bring a guest  
as the choir takes us through the  
church seasons with music. 
A light lunch will be provided  

after the service.  
All are welcome! 


