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April 2025

Counci | Hi gh#’i g

One of the items discussed at our counci
20t h anniversary as a congregation. GIl or"
and continuing in our newsletters for Ma

growth over two decades, as well as looking forward to the futurel @n pages 3t hi s i
find some material reprinted from our 10th Anniversary booklet, written by Pastor Markus, I
and Gaylene Siked. For some of you it will be a trip down mermdéoy d¢dhers it will be new
information about the history of Glory Lutheran Church!

| mentioned in our last newsletter that | would love to hear from any of you who might be in
writing a newsletter article, sharing pictures, or telling some stories about events that have
at Gl ory over the past 20 years. | 6d | ov
me, it is very much tied to notions of A

The opportunity for young people to grow and develop within a faith community has also be
discussion at recent council meetings. The national gathering of Canadian Lutheran and Al
Youth (CLAY) is taking place in Saskatoo
Teamo, which currently consists of six vy
coordinator, and accompanying adult supervisors. Our young people will be doing some ful
help defray the costs of registration, transportation, and accommodations, so watch for futu
announcements about how you can support
attendance at CLAY by directing allocat.i
also want to consider supporting CLAY more broadly through the Synod or ELCIC as set o
letter from Bishop Trish found on page 24.

And reaching out to the broader communi:t
was our decision to once again work with Trinity Lutheran Church, Holy Spirit Lutheran, ant
Anglican in sponsoring refugee applications for several more members-AfabsaS dtkuity .
The situation for these sisters of the Orthodox Christian family that we previously helped to
quite precarious, with two of them fleeing Syria for Lebanon, and one remaining in hiding ir
will soon hear more about this from members of our Refugee Committee.

Whether we're looking back or looking forward, there are so many different ways in which v
and will continue to build Glory's community in service to God!

Godobos peace! Council Chair, Rose Schlegl
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A trip down -mameriyal aheom our 10t h An
]

Dear people of Glory Lutheran Church,

This church began without a building, without a
pastor, without a bank account, without a hymnal,
without a plan. That's amazing, but it is in fact how
God has always built the church. The first disciples
first learned to worship God in the name of Jesus,
the crucified, while hiding in a rented upper room in
Jerusalem. They had neither building, nor staff, nor
money, nor materials, nor plans either. The
Resurrection of Jesus was the startling surprise that

the breakup of death brings people together for death-enduring life. Since
then God has continued to build his church in exactly the same manner.

| give thanks to God for this church. | give thanks for the faith, love, hope
and life of God among us. | give thanks for the worship, learning, service,
witness, and support that we provide for each other and the wider community.
| give thanks for each of you that make up the congregation of Glory, for our
community of sisters and brothers in the ELCIC, and for the whole people of
God in Christ around the world.

The story of Jesus and our own story have taught us that we can put our
trust in God as we face an uncertain future. So what's next for us to learn? To
what challenges of hope and trust and faith does God call us now? One thing
| know: we are always called to change, grow, mature, die, and rise again, as
individuals and community, so that others will be built up into God’s spiritual
house.

As we look back to our origins and share our stories with others, | pray that
we would glimpse the vision of God'’s future over the next ten years and
beyond, one small step of faith at a time.

To God be the Glory!

/ & 5"?/0’\/ v //;V% w

Pastor Markus Wilhelm

“Come to him [Jesus Christ], a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious
in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. [...]

1 Peter 2:4-5

20151 0th Anniversary Booklet Page 3 3



Message from Glory’s Council Chair
Dear Glory Friends,

On the occasion of our 10" anniversary we give
our thanks to God for his love and grace shown
to the congregation, the immense opportunities
of Christian fellowship shared, and support given
to each other. We also give thanks for our
| common devotion to the call of God to “spread
- the Word” and offer “social-care” to the

. community and the varied gifting from God which
_ has been a means to making this congregation
possible.

The collective passion, energy, and commitment of all involved in the ten plus
year adventure has been amazing. Most notable has been the kindness,
respect, caring, and love of this congregation for one another. Being able to
worship within this environment has been and is a joy.

In 2005 we took a leap of faith putting our trust in God to be our guide and
strength. May we continue the journey together remembering the lesson of
those early days...in God we trust.

(o e

Doug Sime
Council Chair

My favorite memory is the very first meeting at Franklin’s Inn to see
about forming a new church. What a wonderful feeling it was to see
so many of us who wanted to continue to worship together. The
church was not a building, but the people!

A Glory member

“Reaching Up... Reaching Out... Reaching In...”

201510th Anniversary
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Ministry in Action

Above: Pastors Peterson
and Nickel lead worship.
Left: Pastor Marv Krebs
leads Advent worship at
Glory’s Franklin’s Inn
church.

"I see God'’s presence at Glory in
the pastor’s messages,
the caring people, the music,
children’s time, and Bible studies."

A Glory Member

Diaconate Ministers Serve God and Glory Lutheran Church
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Keirra Maher Faith Nostbakken
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Pastors Serving Glory Lutheran Church 2004-2015

Pastors Lt. to Rt. Top: Holger Madsen, Mel Kornfeld, Marvin Krebs (Pastor Developer '04-'06),
Centre: Dan Berg, Gary Nickel, Friedmut Wilhelm, Lower: Tom Peterson (2006-12), George
Friedrich (Interim 2012-13), Markus Wilhelm (2013-Present)

2015 0th Anniversary Bookl



Reaching up...Reaching out... Reaching In...

Teiinley

dmontgp

Glory is a place where there is a caring respect and love for Christ, and each
other... a little window of love, understanding, and fellowship. A Glory member

2015 0th Anniversary Bookl et Page 12



Glory is a welcoming, safe place... Glory is my extended family.  Two Glory members

2015 0th Anniversary Bookl



A favorite
memory: The
faces seen
through the
camera lens.
They reflect
the presence
of God be
they happy,
sad, or just
busy serving
others.

A Glory member

Glory’s Childrenand Youth

—

201510t h

Anniversary
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favorite memory:
The little children

gathered at the front

- they squeal, fall
down, jump up and
down, and give
wonderful answers
to questions asked
by the storyteller.

A Glory member

/

For me, Glory
is about
relationships,
family,
and community.

A Glory Member
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Glory Lutheran Church — A Look Back
April 17, 2005 - April 17, 2015

Glory Lutheran Church is ten years old! Ten years ago this very weekend,
we met at another location and celebrated becoming a new and formally
established congregation. What a reason to celebrate! Now, in this time of
celebration, it is worth taking time to look back, remember our beginnings,
look at what we have become and look forward to our future.

Glory Lutheran Church began out of a time of uncertainty when, on a June
evening in 2004, events came together that suggested that a family of
worship was coming apart. Amongst a few people standing together that
night in an outdoor parking lot, the seed was planted to start a new church.
Soon, those few people began to explore the possibility of a new mission
church being established in Sherwood Park. The word was sent out and
what felt like an end for many soon became the possibility of a new
beginning. Mingled with feelings of sorrow and loss were now feelings of
cautious hope and new direction.

A meeting was held on June 29, 2004 at Franklin’s Inn in Sherwood Park
to discuss the possible formation of a new mission church in Strathcona
County. More than 90 people were in attendance. Reverend Phil Hink,
Assistant to the Bishop of the Synod of Northern Alberta and Territories,
attended this meeting to facilitate discussions around this dream of a new
church. It was made clear to us that the dream could in fact become reality.
We were eager to begin marching toward this goal as we put our faith in
God'’'s goodness! Our temporary name would be “Sherwood Park Lutheran
Mission Church.

Following that meeting a Steering Committee was formed: Miles Leslie
(Chair), Gaylene Sitler (Vice-Chair), Gary Buss, Anna Gnyp, Linda Jones,
Jack Karl, Rudy Kiel, Neil Querengesser and Emil Senft, Marjorie Zelent
became Office Manager, Gerry Regehr, Treasurer.

Before we knew it, our new “church” was up and running, although we did
not yet have a place to call home! On July 11, 2004, just two short weeks
after that first meeting at Franklin’s Inn, our first worship service was held at
the Robin Hood Association facility, with Pastor Holger Madsen officiating. A
full praise band led the congregational singing, and a newly-formed choir
sang two numbers, under the direction of Edith Sitler. This group of
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