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A Message From Pastor Markus 

April 2024 

What is òChurch Membershipó 

Dear members and friends of Glory Lutheran Church, 

What is "church membership"? 

Some of you have asked me about becoming members of Glory Lutheran Congregation. Some of you 

have been attending for a while and may have thought about it but not said anything to anyone. Others 

may have been attending and wondering what it means to be "a member". First of all, we need to 

understand that we don't "join" the church like we join a business association, a student union, or a 

soccer club. We don't join the church. We get joined. We get incorporated. The Church is God's work, 

God's creation. It is the body of Christ. Membership in a body means a relationship initiated by the 

Holy Spirit. This relationship is alive and organic. In this body we may be a toe or a tooth, but we are 

all part of the one body. We don't make ourselves to be that part, but we are incorporated, joined 

together.  

How do we become part of the body of Christ? The simple answer is: Baptism. Water is poured over 

us in the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as Jesus commanded. We are 

baptized into His body. Historically the process for baptism took various forms. Adult converts often 

took months, even years, to prepare for baptism in a process called catechesis. Catechism is the word 

we still use for teaching the basics of the Christian faith, which include the  Ten Commandments, the 

Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, Holy Baptism, and Holy Communion. Martin Luther famously wrote 

short explanations to each of the five parts of the catechism summed up in Luther's "Small 

Catechism".  

If you are new to the faith and/or have never been baptized, you can request to be baptized. I will give 

you time and material to reflect on what this means, and the opportunity for conversations with me and 

others. We pray for you as a congregation. We will set a date for your baptism according to where you 

are at. For adults, the time for baptism is traditionally Easter or Advent. 

Those who were baptized as infants attend catechism class (confirmation) starting at age 12 for up to 

two years to learn about the basics of the faith. We currently have 6 young people in grades 7 and 8 

enrolled, one of whom will affirm her baptism on May 19. Adults may be "catechized" more quickly, if 

continued on next page... 
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they come with prior knowledge. They may however want to "brush up" their understanding of what 

Christian faith means. I usually hand them a booklet such as "Baptized We Live" by Daniel Erlander 

and ask them to read it and I then discuss its content with them. I also give them "Praying the 

Catechism", a book by Donald Johnson, re-issued and updated by our national bishop, Susan 

Johnson.  

We think it is important for every member to understand what it means to belong to this particular 

branch of the body of Christ. If you have been baptized and catechized in another Christian 

denomination, you will benefit from learning about the Lutheran branch of Christianity by also using 

the material mentioned above. You may already know that Lutherans see themselves as a reform 

movement within the One body of Christ, the whole universal (catholic) church. I would invite you to 

have further conversation with me and make use of the educational opportunities that exist. When you 

are ready to affirm your baptism, we invite you to participate also in the Affirmation of Baptism.   

If you were baptized and confirmed in another ELCIC congregation, or in a partner church such as the 

Anglican Church or the Moravian Church, we receive you by a transfer of membership. A transfer of 

membership is usually initiated by asking your former congregation to send us a certificate of 

transfer. We also invite you to participate in the Affirmation of Baptism. In fact everyone, even long 

time members of this congregation, benefit from affirming their baptism, which is a celebration of our 

birthright as members of Christ's body.  

Of course, whether you are baptized or not, or baptized in another church, catechized or not, you are 

free to attend and participate in worship and most activities of the congregation. If you decide to keep 

it that way, no problem! You are on a journey at the pace the Holy Spirit sets for you. However, if you 

are ready to deepen your relationship, learn more, affirm and celebrate your baptism, and  become 

more committed to this congregation, and the body of Christ as a whole, by getting involved on council 

or on a committee, or by becoming a delegate to church conventions, you can ask to be received as a 

member of the congregation.    

We will celebrate the Affirmation of Baptism with this year's confirmand Maria on May 19th. We are 

also planning a membership Sunday for June 9th for those individuals and families joining us from 

other churches and denominations. Those of you from other faiths, or those who simply want to know 

more about the Church: you are always welcome. Learn with us, ask questions with us, celebrate with 

us! 

Please see this as an invitation. If you are wondering about membership in the body of Christ, let me 

know where you are in the process and we'll go from there, together.  

Peace and joy in this Easter Season!   ~Pastor Markus 
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A short report this month as things have been pretty hectic lately. 
 
Iôm pleased to advise that Grayson Wagner has agreed to be our youth 
delegate for the upcoming Synod Convention. The Convention will be held 
at Kingôs University in Edmonton from June 22 to 24, 2024. We have 
completed our delegate registrations; however, registration is open for 
ñvisitorsò until May 1, 2024. If anyone is interested in attending as a visitor, 
please see the Alberta Synod website for registration details. The 
convention committee is still finalizing details for the banquet honouring 
Bishop Larry & Cathy Kochendorfer, to be held on Sunday, June 23, 2024. 
The Synod Office is looking for volunteers to assist with a variety of 
convention duties. They are also looking for billets for delegates attending 
from out of town as Kingôs University has limited availability in their dorms. 
If you can assist in any way, please let me know or contact the Synod 
Office directly. 
 
Council is still reviewing quotes for the garage construction and we expect 
to make a decision and enter into a contract fairly soon. More details will be 
shared once matters have been finalized. 
 
Rose Schlegl 
Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca  

April 2024 

Council Highlights 

YOUNG ADULT GROUP  
25-50 ISH YEAR OLDS  

OUT OF SCHOOL, WORKING, SINGLE OR MARRIED, KIDS OR NO KIDS  

INTERESTED?  CONTACT GRAYSON @ (780) 721 -7104  

mailto:Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca


 

5 

https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/earth-week-2024/
https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/advocacy/
https://assembly.anglicanlutheran.ca/wp-content/uploads/Parish-Engagement-Resource-for-Social-and-Ecological-Justice_v2.pdf
https://assembly.anglicanlutheran.ca/wp-content/uploads/Parish-Engagement-Resource-for-Social-and-Ecological-Justice_v2.pdf
https://www.anglicanlutheran.ca/sejw-webinar/
https://elcic.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/CN-appendix-05-GHG-Inventory-Calculator-for-Congregations-prototype.xlsx
https://www.faithcommongood.org/greening_sacred_spaces
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New Members Sunday - June 9, 2024 
 

We will welcome our new members on Sunday, June 9, during the worship 
service.  If you are interested in becoming a member of Glory Lutheran Church, 

or have questions on what it means to be a member,  
please contact the church office or Pastor Markus. 
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On Palm Sunday, March 24, Gloryôs Worship Choir, together with 
instrumentalists and narrators, presented this Lenten cantata as part  

of our worship service.  
 

Thank You 

to all who contributed, including: 
 

Glory Worship Choir 
Piano:  Lynnette Woodrow 
Narrator:  Noah McKinnon 
Placing of symbols:  Amalia Kalerantes, Alianna Jones,  
 Owen Jones, Maria Takenaka, Rita Spain 
Organ:  Esther Madsen 
Percussion:  Owen Mitchell 
Piccolo/Flute:  Katharine Griffith 
Trumpet:  Dave Hauf 
Violin:  David Mitchell, Callum Mitchell 
AV Techs:  Brett Woodrow, Grayson Wagner 

Canticle of the Cross 
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continued on next page... 

Make Earth Day Every Day 
Since the first Earth Day in 1970, when 20 million people in the United States 
rallied for a better future for our planet, Earth Day (April 22nd) has evolved into 
the planetôs most significant annual civic engagement event.  Expanding beyond 
a single day, Earth Day now encompasses the entire month of April globally. 
 

The theme for Earth Day 2024 is Planet vs Plastics, highlighting the 
enormous negative impact discarded plastics have on our environment.  
 

Enter the words Earth Day 2024 in your internet browser and prepare to be 
amazed and inspired by the scope of global initiatives. Join the people of 193 
countries in raising awareness about looking after the environment.   
 

Locally, the Synod of Alberta and the Territories invites all faith communities to 
be part of EARTH WEEK ï April 21 ï 28, 2024 with the theme Together for the 
Love of Creation. Mark Earth Week by engaging in a climate justice activity of 
praying, learning and/or taking action. Synod link: ƘǧǇǎΥκκŀƭōŜǊǘŀǎȅƴƻŘΦŎŀκƻǳǊ-
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎκŦǳƭŬƭƭƛƴƎ-ƻǳǊ-ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴκƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ-ǘŜŀƳǎκŎŀǊŜ-ƻŦ-ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ 
ñThe Lord God took humankind and put them in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it.ò  (Genesis 2:15)  
 

On this Earth Day, our hope and prayer is that we will be more conscious than 
ever of our first vocation as humankind to care for the Earth with the utmost 
respect for the Creator and the utmost regard for the generations of all those 
who come after us. 
Creation Care Support Team 
 

EARTH DAY EVERY DAY ï DID YOU KNOW 
Did you know that: 
Glory Lutheran Church has been an ELCIC accredited ñGreening Faith 
Communityò since 2008. 

Recycling containers are located throughout the church to collect a variety 
of discarded items including: beverage containers, metals/tin foil, glass, 
mixed paper (envelopes, magazines, bulletins, flyers etc.), cardboard, 
paper towels/tissues, printer cartridges, Tetra Pak containers, organics 
and large Styrofoam packaging. 

Volunteers collect the recycled items, ensure they are not contaminated 
and take them to a Strathcona County collection station. 

10 

https://albertasynod.ca/our-ministries/fulfilling-our-mission/ministry-teams/care-of-creation
https://albertasynod.ca/our-ministries/fulfilling-our-mission/ministry-teams/care-of-creation
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...continued from previous page 

Discarded items in our waste bins include: single use plastic communion 
cups, pens, markers, bubble wrap, disposable diapers & feminine 
products, small Styrofoam packaging, light bulbs and clam shell 
containers. Some discarded items found in our waste bins including 
used napkins, muffin/cupcake papers and all other food scraps should be 
placed in the organics bin. 

Our organics are deposited at Strathcona County collection stations for 
transport to the Roseridge (Mornville) or the AltRoot (Westlock) regional 
compost processors. 

Our Blue Bag items are deposited at Strathcona County collection stations 
for transport to the Green For Life (GFL) and the ECCO Recycling 
regional material recovery facilities (MRF) in Calgary. 

Our waste products are transported to the Claystone Regional Landfill in 
Ryley. 

Re-useable items (e.g. lost and found items) are taken to donation bins or 
the Strathcona County Hodge Podge Lodge while eye glasses are sent 
to the Bible Society. 

Hazardous materials that are collected (e.g. oil, paint, cleaning products, 
batteries, electronics etc.) are taken to the Broadview Enviroservice 
Station for transport to Clean Harbors Environmental Services and/or an 
ARMA (Alberta Recycling Management Authority) approved processor. 

Construction materials are taken to construction and demolition 
processors (e.g. Edmonton Waste Management Centre (EWMC) on 
Aurum Road). 

The Strathcona County Green Routine waste management system 
diverted 59% of waste collected from 30,850 households in 2023. 

 
It is our hope that the Alberta government Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) process introduced in 2022 will eliminate waste items like plastic food 
containers, plastic film and clam shell containers from being sent to the landfill 
by 2025. 
 

Creation Care Support Team 

11 
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A Message from Pastor Nickel 

Journey Journey 
Spiritual Spiritual  

Our  Our  

OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY includes PLANS WE MAKE for our life, right? 
WHAT IS YOUR PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE?      [Youôre never too young or too 
old to start your planning.] 
HOW MUCH of YOUR PLANNING includes God?  Prayer helps with thaté 
 
So, HOW MUCH of your planning for your life INCLUDES PREPARING FOR 
YOUR FUTURE?     HAVING a ñWILLò DEFINITELY HELPS!! 
 
Ava is one of twelve in her family.  One died without a Will in the States.  
Lawyers were then required and took a lot of what was left behind. The Court 
decided who got what and how.  A Will would likely have resulted in 
less being taken for those required official responsibilities. 
 
IF YOU donôt now have a Will, 
Hereôs:    8 REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD HAVE A WILL 
[And now is not a good time to put it off until ñlaterò -- because  
You never know whené]      AND DID YOU KNOW, having a Will is also a 
part of the responsibility of being good Christian stewards of what we have. 
 
1 ï A WILL IS A LIFE STATEMENT about living and caring. 
 It is a message for the living, to the living.  You can change a Will any time. 
 
2 ï A WILL BRINGS ORDER AND DIRECTION.   
 Making a Will takes thought and evaluation of your possessions.  Do you 
want certain things to go to certain people?  Planning a will gets you 
thinking about those you want to receive your estate. 

 
3 ï A WILL MAY PRSERVE THE VALUE OF YOUR POSSESSIONS. 
 Directives through your Will clear the way for more efficient and 
inexpensive transfers of your possessions.  No will = the Courts will rely on 
intestacy legislation to decide who gets what, and that usually consumes 
part of what would otherwise reach your heirs. 

     

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page. 

4 ï A WILL PROVIDES FOR AND PROTECTS CHILDREN & OTHERS. 
 Through your Will you provide for your children and other dependents. 
 A Will allows you to nominate the person or couple who would replace 
you as a parent.  A guardian chosen by those who care would make a 
lifetime difference in most cases.  Your Will may also provide for costs of 
care, education, and other needs of dependents the way you want it 
done. 

 
5 ï A WILL PERSONALIZES TRANSFERS OF POSSESSIONS. 
 Only through a Will can you design the transfers of personal goods, 
heirlooms, furnishings, collections and other possessions.  Consider the 
child who would treasure your special ----.    The charity whose work you 
admire or your church cannot benefit from your estate without a Will.  
Personalizing a last gift of your possessions speaks of your caring to 
those who will rejoice in the life you lived. 

 
6 ï A WILL PROVIDES FOR YOUR CHARITABLE GIFTS. 
 Most people have a favourite charity or two and would like to assure that 
the work they believe in continues.   

 
7 ï A WILL MAY PREVENT FAMILY CONFLICT AND ANXIETY. 
 Your will provides direction and states your wishes.  Those who survive 
you and would have responsibility of settling the matters of your estate 
are much better equipped to do so with specific instructions.  You 
minimize conflict, confusion, decision struggles and family disruptions by 
documenting your desires and plans legally with a Will. 

 
8 ï A WILL MAY DESIGN A FINANCIAL PLAN FOR LOVED ONES. 
 Your Will can be structured to provide installment gifts or benefits to be 
paid out over a period of years, or a plan to pay income for life to those 
you name and then give any remaining amount to charity ï accomplishing 
several objectives through one plan. 

 
YOUR WILL  IS  A MATTER OF GOOD CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP! 
 
Together in Christ,                    [I edited down & adapted this from a leaflet 
Gary                                           prepared by our national church, ELCIC, 
                                                   & then it was checked by Rose Schlegl.] 

13 
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Have you been enjoying a bowl of soup before a Lenten service along with other 
members of Glory? Does a juicy burger with a side of homemade potato salad 
tickle your tastebuds? You are not alone! Fellowship and food go hand in hand 
at church.  

We are looking for a couple of volunteers to be part of a coordinating team for 
church events that fall under the Congregational Life portfolio.   

 This would be for occasions like the following:  

¶ soup suppers during Lent (With the help of many volunteers, these suppers 
just need some coordination and planning before Lent begins.)  

¶ coordination and planning of Easter breakfast  

¶ the food part of the church picnic in June  

¶ lunch/snacks/coffee involved with the Ecumenical Mission in the fall  

¶ perhaps organizing a little extra after church services for the AGM, new 
member Sunday, etc.  

¶ other things that might come up (varies by year)  

There is already a Social Ministry group looking after coffee/snacks after regular 
church services. They are on a rotating schedule.  

Choir provides lunch for Church Music Sunday.  

We are compiling a list of wonderful and willing volunteers to call on for setup 
and clean up at any of these events and congregation members are very 
generous in providing food items when asked.  

I would be very happy to chat with you on the phone or in person.  

Thank you for considering this opportunity to serve at Glory.  

Pat Becker 780 239 5345 (cell) pat.becker@glorylutheran.ca  

  

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
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Dear prayer chain members, 

Some of you may remember my prayer request for my niece/
godchild, Kim, who had cancer on her tongue. Her cancer 
diagnosis was difɤcult; she couldn't talk (her tongue was too 
swollen), she couldn't eat anything by mouth (she was tube 
fed), she was in a lot of pain (was on hydromorph which is 
apparently 5 times more potent than morphine) and yet she 
had such a positive, upbeat attitude, never complained nor did 
she feel sorry for herself. She was truly amazing; she was one 
of those people who made other peopleȴs lives brighter.  

She was hospitalized on Saturday, March 30 with pneumonia. 
Doug and I spent Thursday afternoon of that week at the 
hospital with her . . . she was hooked up to a lot of 
paraphernalia but seemed to be in good spirits and was 
breathing more easily after a difɤcult day on Tuesday.  

I left the hospital feeling so positive about her recovery from 
pneumonia and that after being discharged, she would soon 
return to her cancer treatments. When I found out about her 
passing on Friday morning, April 5, I was in shock and it is still 
hard to believe that she is gone. My prayer chain request to 
Donna Dawson regarding this sad news was sent out to 
members around 4:30 on Saturday afternoon.  

The main purpose of this rather lengthy note is what I 
experienced shortly after the prayer chain members received 
the message. I felt truly uplifted! My only explanation is that 
people and friends were praying for me and Kimȴs family. It 
was amazing to experience the power of prayer. The sadness 
left and I was totally aware that Kim is in a better place. I am 
so grateful for your prayers; it helped me get through a very 
difɤcult day.  

Thank you prayer chain members, please know that your 
prayers have a big impact on those who need them.    

Orleen Pearson 
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as long as I live. 

Psalm 104:33 
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I will sing to  

May 26, 2023 
Our worship will include the  

Worship Choir, the Praise Team, 
instrumentalists, reading, and song.  
This is a wonderful time to bring a guest  
as the choir takes us through the  
church seasons with music. 
A light lunch will be provided  

after the service.  
All are welcome! 

 THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
At Glory Lutheran Church, we believe that every act of service, 
no matter how small, can make a profound difference.  

THANK YOU to all those who share their time and talents! We 
are very grateful for our volunteers, they are the backbone of our 
church! 

We are short on volunteers for the upcoming services.  Please 
considering filling one/some of our Sunday worship service roles, 
such as Greeter, Usher, Reader and Communion Assistant.  You 
may sign-up on the easel in the Narthex or on our website here:   
www.glorylutheran.ca/service-tasks 

Volunteering to support our weekly services is a great way to get to know others in the 
congregation, and each task is a short-term commitment!   

E-mail service.tasks@glorylutheran.ca with questions or to volunteer. 

If you're a member of our community, with a heart for service, we invite you to also step 
forward.  Whether you are new to Glory or have been with us since day one, there is a place for 
you to get involved. Each opportunity not only helps strengthen our church community but also 
allows you to experience the joy of selfless service, cultivate new skills, and deepen your own 
spiritual journey. 

We're looking for people willing to use their time and talents to serve God and our community. If 
that sounds like you, we'd love for you to be part of our committees and volunteer teams.  


