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A Message From Pa

What is O0Churct
Dear members and friends of Glory Lutheran Church,
What is "church membership"?

Some of you have asked me about becoming members of Glory Lutheran Congregation. $
have been attending for a while and may have thought about it but not said anything to an
may have been attending and wondering what it means to be "a member". First of all, we |
understand that we don't "join" the church like we join a business association, a student ur
soccer club. We dgoiltthe church. Vigetjoined. We get incorporated. The Church is God's wi
God's creation. It is the body of Christ. Membership in a body means a relationship initiate
Holy Spirit. This relationship is alive and organic. In this body we may be a toe or a tooth,
all part of the one body. We don't make ourselves to be that part, but we are incorporated,
together.

How do we become part of the body of Christ? The simple answer is: Baptism. Water is pt
us in the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as Jesus commanded. We
baptized into His body. Historically the process for baptism took various forms. Adult conv:
took months, even years, to prepare for baptism in a process called catechesis. Catechisn
we still use for teaching the basics of the Christian faith, whichTeclGdentinandments, the
Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, Holy Baptism, and Holy Communion. Martin Luther far
short explanations to each of the five parts of the catechism summed up in Luther's "Smal
Catechism®.

If you are new to the faith and/or have never been baptized, you can request to be baptize
you time and material to reflect on what this means, and the opportunity for conversations
others. We pray for you as a congregation. We will set a date for your baptism according t
are at. For adults, the time for baptism is traditionally Easter or Advent.

Those who were baptized as infants attend catechism class (confirmation) starting at age
two years to learn about the basics of the faith. We currently have 6 young people in grads
enrolled, one of whom will affirm her baptism on May 19. Adults may be "catechized" more
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they come with prior knowledge. They may however want to "brush up" their understandin
Christian faith means. | usually hand them a booklet such as "Baptized We Live" by Danie
and ask them to read it and | then discuss its content with them. | also give them "Praying
Catechism", a book by Donald Johnssnesand updated by our national bishop, Susan
Johnson.

We think it is important for every member to understand what it means to belong to this pe
branch of the body of Chirigbu have been baptized and catechized in another Christian

denomination, you will benefit from learning about the Lutheran branch of Christianity by &
the material mentioned above. You may already know that Lutherans see themselves as «
movement within the One body of Christ, the whole universal (cathaior)ldhovik. you to

have further conversation with me and make use of the educational opportuities thail exis
are ready to affirm your baptism, we invite you to participate also in the Affirmation of Bap

If you were baptized and confirmed in anotheoBkd@atioar in a partner church such as the
Anglican Church or the Moravian Church, we receive you by a transfer &k inensbersiip.
membership is usually initiated by asking your former congregation to send us a certificate
transfelWe also invite you to participate in the Affirmation of Baptism. In fact everyone, evi
time members of this congregation, benefit from affirming their baptism, which is a celebre
birthright as members of Christ's body.

Of course, whether you are baptized or not, or baptized in another church, catechized or r
free to attend and participate in worship and most activities of the congregation. If you dec
it that way, no problem! You are on a journey at the pace the Holy Spirit sets for you. How
are ready to deepen your relationship, learn more, affirm and celebrate youduaptiem, and
more committed to this congregation, and the body of Christ as a whole, by getting involve
or on a committee, or by becoming a delegate to church conventions, you can ask to be re
member of the congregation.

We will celebrate the Affirmation of Baptism with this year's confirmand Maria on May 19t
also planning a membership Sunday for Janth&de individuals and families joining us from
other churches and denominations. Those of you from other faiths, or those who simply w
more about the Church: you are always welcome. Learn with us, ask questions with us, ce
us!

Please see this as an invitation. If you are wondering about membership in the body of Ct
know where you are in the process and we'll go from there, together.

Peace and joy in this Easter Sead®adtor Markus
3
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ELCIC [y Mission for Others
Tuesday, April 16, 2024

Take action now, Anglican, Lutheran leaders call ahead of Earth Day 2024

Every April, the global community recognizes Earth Day as an occasion to call ourselves back to our relationships and re-
sponsibilities to this world that we are blessed to live on, and our responsibilities to one another to work toward an equitable
sharing of the fruit and resources of God’s creation. A recentering of these relationships is increasingly important as we
continue to experience the effects of a worsening climate emergency around the world, and so we join with faith communi-
ties, civil society organizations, community leaders and concerned individuals in lifting up our commitment to work for a
truly sustainable world for all.

Our scriptures remind us, from their very first pages, that God looks upon creation and sees that it is very good (Genesis 1:
31), and throughout the history of our Christian faith we are called again and again to care for God’s gift and to remember

that we are, in fact, part of this creation. In recent years these calls have increased from communities most impacted by the

realities of human-caused climate change, including Indigenous communities around the world, global church partners ex-
periencing unprecedented ecological changes, and from young people concerned for the future that awaits them and those

who will come after them. We must take decisive action now in order to answer these calls in a just way.

In 2023, both of our churches passed resolutions calling on members to continue to take action on the climate crisis, at all
levels of our denominations and with ecumenical, interfaith and secular partners. This year for Earth Day, and throughout
the rest of the year, we invite you to consider how you, your congregation, your synod or diocese, and your national church
structures can take concrete steps to live into these commitments made last year. If you are looking for a starting point, you
might consider:

* Planning or joining a community event for Earth Week. For the Love of Creation (which includes both of our
churches) provides a growing list of events taking place in communities across the country — add yours, or find out
what is already planned for your area.

*  Advocating for effective climate policy at all levels of government. For the Love of Creation has some
advocacy resources available.

* Discerning how your congregation can continue to respond by engaging with our Parish Engagement
Resource for Social and Ecological Justice. Learn more about the resource in our webinar on May 7.

* Learning about the carbon impact of your church building and how you can make changes to reduce this.
The ELCIC has developed a Green House Gas (GHG) Inventory Calculator for Congregations, and
Faith and the Common Good has excellent tools and resources to help get you started.

* Praying for healing, solidarity and action for the sake of the earth and for all who live upon it.

We firmly believe that it is not too late for us to halt the most destructive impacts of climate change, but it requires commit-
ment and determination from us now. We cannot afford to wait any longer. This Earth Day, may our faith in the promise of
the resurrection move us forward in hope to take action together.

e EAD . r B fots Rt

The Most Rev. Linda Nicholls

The Most Rev. Chris Harper ' Il;he. Re\;. g?iﬁn Johnson Archbishop and Primate,
Nathnal Indigenous Anglican Archbishop, ational Bishop, . Anglican Church of Canada
Anglican Church of Canada Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
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https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/earth-week-2024/
https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/advocacy/
https://assembly.anglicanlutheran.ca/wp-content/uploads/Parish-Engagement-Resource-for-Social-and-Ecological-Justice_v2.pdf
https://assembly.anglicanlutheran.ca/wp-content/uploads/Parish-Engagement-Resource-for-Social-and-Ecological-Justice_v2.pdf
https://www.anglicanlutheran.ca/sejw-webinar/
https://elcic.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/CN-appendix-05-GHG-Inventory-Calculator-for-Congregations-prototype.xlsx
https://www.faithcommongood.org/greening_sacred_spaces

JOIN US FOR A CELEBRATORY SERVICE OF

Uizt Colomwbice

SUNDAY osanna Lulkeran Charck

APRIL 9009 163 St NW Edmonton, AB

2:00 pm Mountain
3:00 pm Central

4:00 pm Eastern

In Person and
Online: bit.ly/HosannaEdmonton
Participants from: IELCO - Colombia,

SE Minnesota Synod, South Carolina Synod
Synod of Alberta and the Territories

New Member s-JSuunned ady, 2024

We will welcome our new members on
serviteyountaerreetsd ceadmmegnbef Gl ory Lut

or have questions on what it
pl ease contact the church off
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With Silent Auction & 50/50

*cash/cheque only

@ Glory Lutheran Church
22577 Hwy-16, Sherwood Park

@ Saturday, May 4, 2024

Doors 6:00 p.m - Concert 7:00 p.m.

For tickets contact any choir member or call Mickie at

780-915-9351

Conductor: Esther Madsen Accompanist:Linda Steinbring

Festivalsingers.ca Children 2 & Under Free
@ Festival Singers Children (3-12) $15

Festival.singersog @gmail.com Adults s25
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AiThe Lord God took humankind and put
careopbGenesis 2:15)

On this Earth Day, our hope and praye
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respect for the Creator and the ut mos
who come after us.

Creation Care Support Team

EARTH DAY EVERYDDX®U KNOW
Did you know that:
Gl ory Lutheran Church hadGbhbeemi mag [Ed
Communoisttynce 2008.
Recycling caaret dioceartsed t hr
of discarded i i ncl
mi xed paper (
paper towel s/
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https://albertasynod.ca/our-ministries/fulfilling-our-mission/ministry-teams/care-of-creation
https://albertasynod.ca/our-ministries/fulfilling-our-mission/ministry-teams/care-of-creation
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tickle yo
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We are |l ooking for a couple of voluntee
church events that all under the Congr
This would be for occasions |ike the foc
T soup suppers during Lent (With the hel

just need some coordination and planni
coordination and planning of Easter b
the food part of the church picnic in
l unch/ snacks/ coffee involved with the

perhaps organizing a |little extra aft:
member Sunday, et c.

T other things that might come up (var.i e

There is already a Soci al Mi ni stry gro
church services. They are on a rotatin

Choir provides |l unch for Church Music

We are compiling a |list of wonderful a
and clean up at any of these events an
generous in providing food items when

| would be very happy to chat with you
Thank you for considering this opportun

Pat BedlBé&Or 239 5343t ( delclk)er @gl or yl ut
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THANK YOU TO OUR VOUYUN
At Gl ory Lutheran Church, we Reli
no matter how small, can make]a p
THANK YOU to all those who sh3re
are very grateful for our vol nt e
church!
We are short on volunteers fo t h
considering filling one/ some af o]
such as Greeter, Usher, Reade an
may ssipgmn the easel in the Nafthe
www. gl oryl ut hegrasrk.sca/ ser vi ce
Vol unteering to support our weekly services] is
congregation, and-teaanh ctoanamk timend !'short
E-maisler vi ce. t as ks @g lwdrtyhl wtuheesrtd m.ncsa or tq vol
I f you're a member of our cowemunnivtiyt,e wiotuh taq haela
forward. Whet her you are new to Glory or hjlave
you to get involved. Each opportunity not opnly
all ows you to experience the joy of selfl ess se
spiritual journey
We're |l ookiwglfongpeopluee their time and tajl ent
that sounds I|ike you, we'd Il ove for you to Ibe p

CHURCH MUSIC SUNDAY

May 26, 2023
I

Qur worship wi I i n
Wor ship Choir, the P
i nstrumentali st s, r ece
This is a wonderf ul t i
as the choir takes u
 will sina to church seasons wijith
theml:qQD A light lunch will
as long as / live. after the servi cit
Al | are wel come!

Psalm 104:33
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