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Holy Week & Easter
Message from Pastor Nickel

Dear Fellow Lenten Travelers,

| am offering YOU a TRIP OF A LIFETIME — AND at a time when you are not
supposed to travel during the virus-time! Free, no bags to pack/unpack/repack.
First-time travelers or returning-visitors -- all are welcome! You can go alone or
with family — at your own pace. The more you get involved, the more “virtual” it will
be [and no special glasses are needed for it]. And it is pre-paid for you by Christ!

We often think of Lent in terms of a weekly service during Lent. | was in one parish
that instead had a worship service each night in Holy Week, a kind of journeying
with Jesus on the Way to the Cross. This newsletter comes out just before Holy
Week and we won’t have any services for a while due to the virus.

So instead, we invite you at home to journey with Jesus Christ this Holy Week. All
you need is a Bible and some devotional/prayer time during one of the Most
Important Times of our Church Year to go with Christ on your own Journey with Him
to the Cross. Matthew, Mark and Luke, our tour guides, are ready and cover it all
quite well. I like to use all three, side-by-side.

And then after the Cross, next comes Easter which follows Holy Week -- Because
he is Risen, so we who believe shall also be risen — and go there as well.

Yours, Together in Christ, Gary Nickel




HOLY WEEK starts with the
events of:

PALM SUNDAY, April 5. Jesus
entering Jerusalem [Mat.21:1...]. The
people wondered, is he the Messiah,
the Promised One? What Jesus did
during Holy Week was to fulffill
prophecy from the Old Testament
telling about the coming Messiah, the
promised Son of God — and that’s
who Jesus was — and is.

MONDAY, April 6. Jesus cleansing
the Temple [Mark 11:15...] An O.T.
prophecy fulfilled.

TUESDAY, April 7. Consider Jesus’
many teachings, including the “Great
Commandment” about loving your
neighbor as you love yourself [Mark
12:28...]. Jesus taught a lot this
whole week.

WEDNESDAY, April 8. Contemplate
Jesus being anointed at Bethany in
preparation for his death, and... [Mark
14:3...]

HOLY THURSDAY or MAUNDY
THURSDAY, April 9. The Last
Supper, Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane, and... [Mark 14:22...]
Jesus’ Last Supper -- the origin of our
Holy Communion where Jesus is with
us in many special ways in and with
the bread and wine.
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GOOD FRIDAY, April 10. Jesus
dying on the Cross.

One “Key” to understanding: “AT-ONE-
MENT”, to make whole or one. Sin
separates us from God, but God the
Father bridges that gap between us via
Jesus Christ dying on the Cross —
because He loves us. We believe that
Jesus Christ died on the Cross for us
and through that we are made “one”--
“Atonement”, or reconciled with God.

Jesus gave his life for us out of that Old
Testament way of understanding,
having come to the Cross as both
God’s Son and in human form (a
sacrifice and substitution for us and our
sins).

It is God loving us so much that He
gave his Son...out of love....for us... HE
DIED FOR YOU AND FOR ME! ltis
HIS victory over death, and over our
death.

If you don’t “get it” or understand it,
COME CLOSER TO THE FOOT OF
THE CROSS AND DISCOVER GOD’S
LOVE FOR YOU... WHAT IS YOUR
RESPONSE TO JESUS CHRIST ON
THE CROSS? 7
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EASTER SUNDAY, April 12. [Luke
24:13..]

“Christ is risen!,” Jesus’ followers
shout, and we call out. Jesus dying on
the Cross was not the end of it all —
because Jesus rose from death. In
rising from death, overcoming death,
He gives to you and to me the Promise
of Eternal Life, the Gift of Everlasting
Life. Continue on your journey --
experience the many witnesses telling
of Jesus ALIVE forever — for us and
with us.

As we encounter news of death and
destruction in our world, these words of
the first Easter withnesses who
recognized him with “Christ is risen!”
take on new and precious meaning.
God does not abandon us to the forces
of evil, violence, and death. God has
come into our broken world for all of us
who believe the unlimited possibility,
life, home, and joy.

The virus may change this year’s
worship format together, but it cannot
change the message of Easter. The
threat of death by virus may scare us,
but it cannot change the message of
Easter.

Thanks be to God, who enters into our
lives in the risen Christ, granting us
new life and giving us the courage to

confront the forces of darkness with the §

blazing light of Christ shining in and
through us. Christis risen! He is risen
indeed! Happy Easter!

HE LOVES YOU EVERMORE --- May

you Know the Fullness of His Love
This Easter.

A Campfire Story:

Around the church camp fireside, as
Easter approached, my friend told
that he had discovered an ant hill
kicked apart and ants were running
for cover in all directions. Being
compassionate, he felt bad for the
ants, and he knew he couldn’t talk to
them and let them know he would
like to help them. He realized that
the only way he would be able to
really help the ants was if he became
an ant, himself.

In the same way, with a world in
chaos, God the Father sent His Son
to earth to lead us, to help us, to
show us the way.

Jesus was also human — he could
speak directly to God’s people, and
he could show how to live, now and
onward to eternal life.

This Easter, take time to pray,
thanking God for His love and for
sending His Son to earth for us.

There is no Easter apart from
Good Friday. There is no
resurrection without the cross,
no rising with Christ except in dying
to self that we might live again,
or rather that the risen Christ might
live through us. /




yl‘ Message from Pastor Markus'IY
April 2020

Dear people of God,

Like all of you, | am sitting at home, and | can’t believe that it is already April.
The weather is cold, the sky blue, the ground white and the air icy. And humans
are hibernating. Last month | intended to tell you about the sabbatical the
council and | had been planning since last September, but | pressed the wrong
button while selecting the file. A correction was made the following week, but by
then the pandemic had hit, our worship space was closed, and we were ordered
to hunker down - forced “sabbatical’.

Sabbath means rest. And rest is hard, so hard in fact that we prefer work over
rest. We even work when we are supposedly resting. | don’t mean only the
overtime some of us put in, but also the way we spend our “free” time. How
many weekends are spent catching up on chores at home, renovating, or getting
camping gear in order? Even vacations can devolve into work, with over-
meticulous planning, endless preparations, and exhaustive time-tables.

God knows how hard it is for us to rest. That’'s why God gave us the sabbath
command: “Remember the sabbath and keep it holy.” To keep it holy means
also to keep it “wholly”. The commandment in Exodus 20 elaborates on who all
shall rest including slaves, temporary foreign workers, and domestic animals.
The amazing thing about creation is that it has rest built into it by God’s design.
God rested after creating the world. Sabbath is not only a command of God to
humans, it is part of creation, it is in fact how the creator works. Creativity
demands rest.

Sabbath is difficult for us, because we worry that if we don’t take care of
ourselves, nobody will, because we don’t trust our creator. Jesus said, “Do not
worry about what you will eat and what you will drink or what you will wear. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?” (Matthew 6:25 ff) He
pointed out that God the Father supplies every bird and every flower with food
and clothing, without them worrying. “Ponder the lilies of the field.... Watch the
birds in the air...” The non-human creatures teach us to rid ourselves of worry in
desperate times. Jesus liberates us from having to prove that we are somebody.
Those who worked all day are not more worthy than those who worked one
hour, according to the parable Jesus told in Matthew 20, because in the end we
all live by God’s grace. Employment and income are also God’s gifts, not to be
taken for granted.

How long can one be at home without going crazy? I've been thinking about
people who have been confined for a very long time: people in nursing homes,
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refugees in camps throughout the world, people in prison, people with life-long
disabilities. What sustains them in their isolation?

Many people are developing coping mechanisms during this pandemic. Some of
our young people have discovered cooking and baking. Some older people are
doing yoga with friends online. Some people have found ways of volunteering
with meals on wheels or the food bank. Many are doing more walking, reading,
playing, cleaning, rearranging, cooking, eating, sharing family memories,
listening and watching, phoning relatives and friends and neighbors, emailing,
skyping, zooming, etc..

But the most significant thing is to realize that this is sabbath time, God’s time.
God is giving us time individually and collectively, to relate to each other in new
and creative ways. The creator gave us sabbath for creativity.

But let’s not force anything. Let yourself be cared for first by God, not driven by
anxiety. Let worries drop off your shoulders, out of your mind, and enjoy the
things you have in yourself, in your home, your spouse, your child, your parent,
your neighbor, your friend. Think about what your life would be like without them.
Give thanks that they are there.

Maybe it was not an accident | pressed the wrong button on the computer,
sending the old article to the printer. It looks like | won’t go on a sabbatical in
May after all, and probably not in June or July either. So many things are up in
the air. I’'m sure you had your plans quashed too. All the more reason to
remember the sabbath and keep it. The steep learning curve will eventually
flatten, our anxiety will decrease, once we wrap our heads around the fact that
nothing is like it used to be. And that’s okay.

So let’s be joyful sabbath keepers in exile. Let’s enter Holy Week like the
pilgrims who came for the Passover to Jerusalem, anticipating the holiday like
never before. Let’s anticipate Good Friday, when all turned away from Jesus so
that he might draw everyone to God. Let’s sing with the mourners. Let’s watch
with the women at the cross. Let’s listen to the cry “It is finished” and breathe a
sigh of relief! Let’s rest on Holy Saturday in silent contemplation and
anticipation. Let’s celebrate Easter, the resurrection of the Lord. As Jesus
meets and greets us: “Peace be with you! Do not be afraid. | am with you!”, let’s
greet to each other with “Christ is risen. He is risen indeed!” Let’s tell the world
the good news: life has sprung from death, homecoming follows exile. We will
be together in the Father’s house!

I’m thinking of you, and praying for you during this holy time!
~Pastor Markus



Pandemic

What if you thought of it

as the Jews consider the Sabbath—
the most sacred of times?
Cease from travel.

Cease from buying and selling.
Give up, just for now,

on trying to make the world
different than it is.

Sing. Pray. Touch only those
to whom you commit your life.
Center down.

And when your body has become still,
reach out with your heart.

Know that we are connected

in ways that are terrifying and beautiful.
(You could hardly deny it now.)

Know that our lives

are in one another’s hands.

(Surely, that has come clear.)

Do not reach out your hands.

Reach out your heart.

Reach out your words.

Reach out all the tendrils

of compassion that move, invisibly,
where we cannot touch.

Promise this world your love—
for better or for worse,

in sickness and in health,

so long as we all shall live.

—Lynn Ungar 3/11/20

shared by Rhonda Berg
http://www.lynnungar.com/poems/pandemic/



The Creation Care Support Team (CCST) would like to highlight two recent
initiatives. The first initiative encouraged each of us to make creation care part
of our Lenten journey by considering ways to reduce our impact on creation.
Each week the focus was one of the following themes: landfill waste, electricity
use, home energy, water and transportation. Suggestions for consideration are
listed in the March Newsletter and on the Glory website. We give thanks for
these and other ideas embraced by our membership to minimize our impact on
creation during Lent and throughout the coming year. Every individual act that
treats creation with kindness makes a collective difference.

The second initiative evolved when our team became aware of the Community
Champions Program (CCP) sponsored by the Alberta Beverage Recycling
Corporation (ABCRC). “The CCP is an infrastructure grant program that is
specially designed for not-for profit organizations and municipalities in Alberta.
The program provides funding for specialized recycling bins that make out-of-
home opportunities for recycling more convenient for and accessible to the
public. ABCRC operates under not-for-profit provisions as the agent for
beverage manufacturers in Alberta to operate the common collection system for
registered non-refillable containers.” According to ABCRC, “Alberta has one of
the most innovative and effective beverage container recycling programs in
North America. Money to operate the program including the distribution of CCP
grants comes from the sale of the recycled material from the containers, some
from the unredeemed deposits and some from the Container Recycling Fee,
which covers the collection and processing of the used beverage containers.”

Application was made to and approved by
the ABCRC to provide recycling containers
for our church under the CCP. We
received a grant in the amount of
$1,884.00 for recycle Slim Jim containers
complete with signage. We anticipate that
the containers will be delivered and
strategically positioned throughout the
church in early April.
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Glory Family Members Sharing the Peace
from Home

As a way to “Share the Peace” with others
joining us online each week, we are asking
that you take a photo of yourselves doing
something around home (or a “selfie”) week
and send it to the office by Friday each or
any given week. Your photo will be posted on
our website as part of the Sunday Service.
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Dear members and friends of Glory Lutheran Church,

We write to you in a time of challenge, fear, and uncertainty. Our lives have been turned
upside down by the events of the last number of days and weeks. A closure of this
magnitude has never occurred in the history of Glory Lutheran Church or any other
church in this area.

It is unknown how long this period of closure will last. It could be several weeks or several
months. COVID-19 will have a long-lasting and far-reaching effect on the economy. All
churches will feel this impact and we are no exception. With a sustained closure, some
local churches may never recover. Unlike some sectors of the business community, as a
registered charity we cannot expect to be rescued by a government bailout.

As ministry will continue the best way possible, we cannot stress enough how important it
will be to continue to make our offerings. We will someday open again, and when we do,
we must ensure that Glory is prepared and ready to resume normal operations. We
understand that your financial situation may be changing daily and we ask that you give
prayerful consideration as to how you can continue to support your church.

Our church depends on the ongoing financial support of its members. Approximately half
of that support typically comes from envelopes placed on offering plates each Sunday.
(Currently, 56% of our offering comes through PAR.)

An offering of $24,000/month is needed to cover expenses. Most of these expenses are
fixed - salaries, mortgage, and utilities — although we are looking at ways to cut costs.

We will be short of this figure by $10,000/month if offerings do not come through alternate
ways.

Currently, there are numerous ways to give. A few options are outlined below:

1.  Sign up for Pre-Authorized Withdrawal (PAR) if you have not done so already.
This is the best and easiest option

a. Request a registration form from the church office.
b. Here is a link to the same form: PAR http://www.glorylutheran.ca/
uploads/1/1/1/1/111102833/par _application form march 2020 for website.pdf

2. A Secure Online Credit Card option through the ELCIC National Office
To use this option at https://secure.elcic.ca/

a. Select the ELCIC General Fund
b. In the “Personal Message”, include the name and address of the congregation
to whom the donation is being directed.
c. The National Office will assume all processing costs and pass on 100% of
money received at this time to your congregation. The National Office will also
issue a charitable donation tax receipt.
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http://www.glorylutheran.ca/uploads/1/1/1/1/111102833/par_application_form_march_2020_for_website.pdf
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.elcic.ca%2F&data=02%7C01%7Casequeira%40sequeirapartners.com%7Cc98c0d147d614be0238f08d7d1039887%7Cf20a1f41e2ef4b7c838165ca39007892%7C0%7C0%7C637207685688131154&sdata=LaxBs6jUn8mnJiZBpIyxp

Contact Kyle Giesbrecht, Director, Finance and Administration
at kgiesbrecht@elcic.ca for further information.

Donate through Canada Helps online. Canada Helps does charge a 4% fee.

a. Click on the following link. You can also find the link on Glory’s website.
Canada Helps:
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/glory-lutheran-church-sherwood-park/

OR

a. Search for our website: www.glorylutheran.ca
b. At the very bottom of the home page, click on "DONATE"
c. Follow the prompts to add amount and personal details. That’s it.

Interac e-Transfer using online banking

a. If you use online banking, log into your account.

b. Add Glory Lutheran Church as a recipient using our email address:
glorylc@telus.net

c. Enter the desired amount and click send.

Mail envelopes to the church

Mail cheques for your weekly or monthly donations to the church, payable to
Glory Lutheran Church. Post-dated cheques are welcome.

Glory Lutheran Church
22577 — Highway 16
Sherwood Park, Alberta T8A 4T7

Arrange for offering pick up

Leave a message at the church office at 780-416-9594 to arrange pick up of
offering cheques (no cash, please) and someone will contact you. Options could
be “porch pickup” or mailbox pickup using proper social distancing and PPEs if
necessary.

Drop envelopes off at church

If you feel like taking a drive, you can drop your offering off at the church. You
can drop off envelopes into the church mailbox. Someone will be checking the
mailbox regularly.

If you need assistance with these options or have any questions at all, please do not
hesitate to reach out. The days, weeks, and months ahead will be a challenging time
for us, but we know when we pray, work, and give in GOD’s name, we can make it
through the darkness.

For I am the LORD your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you,
Do not fear; I will help you. ~Isaiah 41:13

Yours in Christ, Lynda Kiel, Pat Becker, Aroon Sequeira - on behalf of Glory Lutheran
Church Council
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LAND MATTERS UPDATE

The Stewardship Committee and Church Council are
pleased to report that we have formally reached
agreement with the National Church for purchase of
the back 28 acres of land. The National Church at
their recent Council meeting approved our offer of
$300,000 and has given us until December 31, 2020
to raise the funds and complete the purchase. We
will begin our fund raising campaign once the
COVID-19 crisis is behind us.

th’r’

G L@ RYLUTHERAN CHURC

Due to COVID-19, nothing is scheduled to be held
at the church until further notice.

Please check our website for online services and announcements.
To subscribe to the congregational email list,

please call or email the church:
780-7416-9594 glorylc@telus.net
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DRAFTING TABLE/STAND-UP DESK AVAILABLE
This is an all-wood, trestle-style, fully adjustable for height and angle, medium-
dark Walnut finish, Drafting Table/Stand-up Desk, and | would like to give it a
new home with all the amount you give for it to go to the church. Also includes
matching 4-leg stool and adjustable arm lamp that clamps to table.
Table top: 32" x 48”; It can also be fully disassembled and stored as a very thin
package. Excellent condition and finish; sturdy. Around $200.
Contact Gary Nickel for details: 780/998-3963.

Thank you to Jean Poots for
L) donating a new coffee urn and
\ electric roaster to the church.

W
0 For those of us missing choir:

o STOP!

You're under a rest!!!
Thank you to the church family for

praying for me.

| had a knee replacement Feb 10. It is now
6 weeks post OP and | can drive. My
family and friends were very good about
helping me during my down time. | am
healing very well walking without pain and
assists. If church was open I'd be there.
Happy Easter to all of you. ~ Virginia



Bishop’s Message
Dear Beloved of God -
“Our Emmaus”

One of the house rules in my childhood farm was that
we weren t allowed to blcygle or walk t.o tlown without SYNOD OF
permission. However, we five young siblings hadaplot ~ A | BERTA
- to break this rule and to sneak down to the Co-op store .. AND THE =+
‘ ~ | with the few pennies we had to buy some candy. TERRITORIES

Two of us were elected to sneak off to the store — our youngest sister and myself. That afternoon
we cautiously left the yard and walked down the hill to the store and its tempting treats. We made
it to the store safely with no grown-ups questioning our presence, and we set off on our
triumphant return, five small bags of candy clenched in our fists.

Now — fortunately or unfortunately — unknown to us, our Mother had some shopping to do at the
store that day. And - fortunately or unfortunately — we could see and hear the old green Buick
rumble its way down the driveway to the main road leading down the hill ... along the very road
we were walking on.

Panic stricken, my sister and | ran as fast as we could. And - fortunately or unfortunately —
between the store and our home was a concrete culvert and we ran to it, squeezing our bodies
into this tight space.

We felt we were running for our lives. Running from our parents and a situation that had become
unbearable. Hiding fearfully in a place that we hoped would be safe. It became our Emmaus. It
was someplace, anyplace, away from the preceding events.

“Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem.”

They were on their way to Emmaus. Someplace, anyplace, away from recent events. They were
leaving Jerusalem. This, after hearing the remarkable news from the women that the tomb was
empty, and that Jesus was alive.

And yet they can't leave events behind. Their recent past haunts them. And they pour out the
story to the first stranger who comes alongside them.

You know how it is. When we are traumatized, we often find ourselves telling the story over and
over to anyone who will listen, even a perfect stranger: “| went into work and found a memo on my
desk asking me to see the manager right away. Right then | knew that there was going to be
trouble.” Or: “It happened so quietly. The rest of the family had slipped out for dinner in the
hospital cafeteria — and | was just holding her hand and humming softly when she just stopped
breathing and slipped away.”
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On the road to Emmaus, seeking to escape the horror, the two of them can’t help but pour it out.
They tell about the mighty prophet Jesus who had been lynched in a horrible weekend of violent
treachery. “We had hoped,” they say, “that he was the one to redeem Israel.”

“We had hoped.” | suppose this was the reason they had left for Emmaus — because they could
no longer find any hope in Jerusalem. And they tell the stranger the story of tragedy.

And then the mysterious stranger begins to tell the story in his own words. But his story begins
long before these past few days, reminding the two of the larger story within which these events
take place. The stranger speaks of Moses and the prophets, interprets the scriptures, retells the
story in a way that strangely warms their hearts and then, when invited to join them for the night,
he is recognized in the breaking of the bread as the risen Lord. They then race back to
Jerusalem. We all know Emmaus - it is someplace, anyplace, safely away from recent events.
Emmaus can be many things. But the amazing thing — the good news - is that Jesus comes
alongside, and often in ways we least expect. Yes, in Word and bread and wine, but also in
friendship, through a healthy touch, a listening ear, a gift of hospitality.

Emmaus invites us to see that it isn’t our unshakeable faith or evidence of deep spirituality that
connect us with the risen Lord, but our openness to his presence.

May you journey with bright eyes to see and fresh ears to hear — knowing that the risen Lord is
with you. Yes, even with you, and even at your Emmaus.

In Christ Jesus — Shalom, +Bishop Larry Kochendorfer

“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)

The Visioning Session that was scheduled for Saturday,
March 14 was cancelled due to low enrolliment numbers.
Due to the corona virus outbreak, the committee will not be
meeting formally in the near future, however, we will be
gathering information from provincial and municipal
authorities regarding legislation and regulations in relation to
the development of the memorial garden. As always, you
are welcome to contact me if you have questions or would
~ like further information.

- Rita 13
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Due to the COVID-19 virus, VBS 2020
will not be happening as scheduled in
July. Once safe to resume
eV gatherings, Glory Council will
\ {/ consider scheduling a VBS later in
\ the year, possibly on a school
break. Please check our website or
Facebook page for further updates.

iii I ammm \ii

This Newsletter is available IN FULL COLOUR online!

Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Mondays - CLOSED
Please note that the door to the church will usually be locked
and you’ll need to ring the doorbell by the front door.

N 22577 Hwy 16,
, } Sherwood Park, Alberta,

)) T8A 4T7
— Phone: 780.416.9594 E-mail: glorylc@telus.net
G L R Pastor Markus Wilhelm E-mail: pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca

Check out our Website: www.glorylutheran.ca
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