
 

 

Midweek Lenten Series, Week 5:  
Witness At The Cross – The Women 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome: As we gather, you may light a candle and place it 
on the rungs of the ladder as an indication of your presence 
as a witness at the cross.   
 

Opening Dialogue  (from Psalm 57) 
Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful, 
for in you my soul takes refuge. 
In the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, 
until the destroying storms pass by. 
I cry to God Most High, 
to God who is with me to the end. 
God will send from heaven and save me. 
God will send forth steadfast love and faithfulness. 
 

Gathering Song: Jesus, Refuge of the Weary LBW 93 
 
Greeting 
God who created all, 
who bore the cross, 
and who dwells in us, 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer 
Holy God, strengthen us to stand, in our minds and hearts, before 
the cross of Jesus, that the women who witnessed his death and 
bore the first witness to his resurrection may teach us how to 
bear faithful witness to him today. Amen. 
 

Reading: Psalm 31:1-16 LBW p. 229  
read responsively by whole verse 
 



 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
with more fervent love for you; 
may our eyes be ever turning 
to behold your cross anew; 
till in glory, parted never 
from the blessed Savior’s side, 
graven in our hearts forever, 
dwell the cross, the Crucified. 
  Tune: O DU LIEBE MEINER LIEBE  (LBW 93, st. 3) 
 

Gospel: Luke 8:1-3; Luke 23:27-31; Matthew 27:54-56  
 
Reflection 
 
Hymn of the Day  For All the Faithful Women ELW 419  
sing verses 1, 6, 7 & 9 



 

 

Prayer:  
O God, source of life: We praise you for the women who have 
borne witness to you in myriad ways, including Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Susanna, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and Salome. May their examples inspire us, 
also, to testify to your truth, act in faithfulness, and reach out to 
others in love. Amen.  
  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
Our Father . . . 
  
Blessing  Based on Galatians 2:19-20 
 

People of God, you have been crucified with Christ, 
and it is no longer you who live, 
but it is Christ who lives in you. 
Go forth with Christ into the night, 
that you may also rise with him. 
Amen. 

Thank you,  
Doug Sime, Orleen Pearson, and Maggie Hensel  

for leading the service this evening. 
 



 

 
Sending Song: Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song  
 

With material from “Witness of the Cross” by A.J. Levine, Leader Guide,  
and from sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Postlude 


