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This photo of the memorial garden cross with the full moon—and the one shown
on page 5—was shared by Rhonda and Tim Berg, taken on February 4, 2026.



A Message From Pastor Markus

Dear friends,

The ashes of Ash Wednesday mark the beginning of the
Lenten journey to Easter. The ashes are traditionally
prepared from last year’s Palm Sunday willow twigs and
mixed with a few drops of water. As we receive the cross on
our foreheads we are reminded of what God told Adam:
You are dust and to dust you will return. We do this
believing that life and goodness and beauty can and will
arise from the ashes. That’s the promise of Lent and Easter,
the promise of Jesus.

The fallout of the sin of the world, the ashes of sorrow, the
dust of destruction is in the air and slowly settling all around
us, mingling with teardrops: The dust rising from the rubble of Gaza and the ruins
of Kiev mixed with the tears of grieving families during years of war. The dust of
the Tumbler Ridge coal mine mixed with the tears of parents, siblings, teachers,
and classmates in the aftermath of the shooting rampage. The smoke and ashes
from forest fires in Australia mingled with the tears of families that lost all their
uninsured material possessions. The dust of drought dry fields of Sudan mingled
with the tears of parents and their malnourished children. The layers of ash and
dust are thick all around.

¥

Ash Wednesday’s mark on the forehead reminds us that the ashes of the world are
settling on us in the form of a cross. God does not shrink from the fall-out of the sin
of the world, or from the ashes of sorrow, the dust of destruction, or from tears.
God embraces them through Jesus on the cross. And with him, we are enabled to
embrace them also. That’s what the season of Lent is about: wearing the sin and
sorrow, the dust and the ashes of the world on our foreheads. Confessing our own
sin and expressing our own sorrow, while proclaiming our complicity with the sin
and our solidarity with the sorrow of others. Let us wear this cross fully believing
that God will bring forth life, goodness and beauty from these ashes mingled with
tears.

Yours in Christ,
Pr. Markus



A Word about Welcoming the Immigrant.

There is a growing tendency among a minority of Albertans that wants to keep
people out who do not conform to a particular idea of what a “true” Albertan
looks like and blame immigrants for the strains on our education, health care,
and social services systems. This is simply wrong. It is wrong because it
contradicts the facts. It is wrong because it leads to mistrust and division. It is
wrong because it is self-serving. It is wrong because God tells us to welcome
the stranger.

It is especially important for Christians to be clear about the issue, because
those who are scapegoating immigrants are often using Christian language to
dress up their bigotry. It is easy to fall into the trap of believing that we must
defend a certain version of “Judeo-Christian” values, if we are not clear about
those values. Scriptures clearly command believers to welcome the stranger. In
Exodus 22:21-24, as in many other passages, God commands, “You shall not
wrong or oppress a resident alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.”
Again and again, in the Bible God’s command is to welcome, not oppress or turn
away, the alien, the stranger, the non-Israelite. This is encapsulated in the great
commandment “Love your neighbor as yourself” which Jesus place alongside
the other one, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and
strength.” In Matthew 25, Jesus says that the way we treated the stranger is one
of the criteria for the final judgement. “As you did it to one of the least of these
siblings of mine, you did it to me.” The other criteria are whether we provided aid
to the hungry and thirsty, to the sick and the imprisoned, and to the homeless. In
other words, social service is Christian service, it is serving Jesus. When we
welcome the stranger, we welcome Jesus.

| was a stranger and welcomed in Canada as an immigrant in 1979. My family
and | received permanent residency and have enjoyed the responsibilities and
privileges of living in this land, including health care, education, and many other
public services. If you go back far enough in your own family, you realize that
your ancestors were welcomed strangers in this land as well. They were
welcomed by the Indigenous people of what was known as Turtle Island.
Welcoming the stranger: That’s how this country was formed.

The increasingly shrill calls for keeping out immigrants and even sending them
“back”, or denying a certain part of the population the education, health care and
social services that have grown out of our Christian understanding of society,
are not only misguided. They are deliberately distorting the truth about how we
got here, how this country and province became what it is, and (most important
to the Christian) what it means to follow Jesus.

Pastor Markus
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Council Highlights

Glory Lutheran Church Council was constituted at our regular monthly meeting on
February 11, 2026. Please see below for the full list of council members, their
portfolios, and their email contact information:

Position Representative Email
Chair / Greg Jeffery Greg.Jeffery@glorylutheran.ca
Human Resources OR

Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
Vice Chair / Technology / | Sebastian Sebastian.montoya@glorylutheran.ca
Youth Montoya
Secretary Paula Mitchell Paula.mitchell@glorylutheran.ca
Treasurer Ken Hankinson Ken.hankinson@glorylutherean.ca

OR
treasurer@aqlorylutheran.ca

Community Outreach

Sindy Thompson

Sindy.thompson@glorylutheran.ca

Community Outreach /
Property

Justin Thorbourne

Justin.thorbourne@aglorylutheran.ca

Congregational Life /
Facility Booking &
Rental /

Pat Becker

Pat.becker@glorylutheran.ca

Music and Worship

Education Jenny Takenaka Jenny.takenaka@glorylutheran.ca
Education Susan Ronsko Susan.ronsko@glorylutheran.ca
Property Lynn Spain Lynn.spain@glorylutheran.ca
Stewardship Kurtis Ashton Kurtis.ashton@glorylutheran.ca

continued on next page...
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Additional roles and contacts

Financial Secretary — Sindy Thompson

Creation Care Support Team — Doug Sime and Lynnette Woodrow
Funeral Committee Coordinators — Mark and Pat Becker

Luther Rose Memorial Garden contact — Rita Spain

Mutual Ministry — Marie Berg, Lynn Spain, Faith Nostbakken
Nominations — Donna Dawson (congregation rep)

Website Administrator - Dani Montoya

Thank you to all council and committee members who provided reports for the AGM,
and for their dedication and work throughout the year. Thank you also to congregation
members who attended the meeting. Please feel free to email any questions or
concerns you would like brought to council, or if you are interested in helping out with
any of the portfolios listed above.




GLORY LUTHERAN CHURCH

LENTEN SOUP
SUPPERS &
SERVICES

THURSDAYS DURING LENT
FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 26
6PM SOUP SUPPER
7PM LENTEN SERVICE

SIGN UP ON THE SOUP SIGN UP SHEETS
ON THE WELCOME TABLE




GLARY 50

Glory 50 Plus Meeting March 20, 2026 11:30 am
Theme: Getting to Xnow You!

While many of us, who attend Glory 50 Plus, have known each
other for years, this meeting will be an opportunity for us to get to
know each other just a little better!

You are invited to bring two items to our March meeting
that will give us the opportunity to find out
something new about you...

A HAT - this could be an old hat, the hat you wear for
sporting events or when camping, a hat you have saved from
the ‘60’s or ‘70’s or from a special event, a hat you knit or
crocheted, even a costume hat...

AND

A SECOND ITEM - a treasured item, an ornament, your
school yearbook, an old watch, a childhood toy

a treasured book, a piece of jewelry handed down to you...
The possibilities are endless.

Bring your chosen items in a bag. Following our meeting and
lunch, each person will be invited to show us their items and tell us
why they are special.

Questions?
Ask Marjorie Zelent or Myrna Zilm (Group Il) for more details.




ON OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY A Message from Pastor Nickel

Here’s TWO THINGS + LENT: But first, have you seen the banner saying,
“MAY THE PEACE OF CHRIST DISTURB YOU PROFOUNDLY".

More on that shortly, but FIRST --
“Figuring out life” is around the top of a list of what most of us try to do several times in our lives. But
many people feel that their lives doesn’'t seem to have much significance, according to periodic studies.

However, the Bible has many invitations to EXPAND AND GROW YOUR THINKING about this.
1—If you want more in life, include God MUCH MORE in YOUR LIFE. You are not alone; God is “at
our door, knocking and waiting to be invited into our lives”, as the Bible says. [It's an invitation; God
doesn’t force us into anything.] As God IS invited more into our lives, our God-with-us helps us
understand more about our Spiritual Journey of life and faith and gives life new meaning!

2— NOW IS a good time to focus on God and you, God and us. MANY CHRISTIANS HAVE BEEN
DOING THIS during the church season of LENT for 1700 years. It started after the Church’s
Council of Nicea in 325 and the then-new Nicene Creed which explained more about the Trinity.
Christians took time to refocusing their lives on their relationship with God and each other.

So yes, NOW IS a good time TO JOIN IN with the congregation’s members and friends — at
Sunday worship, and at other times and activities — and explore God at work in your [and one
another’s] life. Is there, eg., a hymn there waiting for you that could disturb or challenge or inspire
your life?

3— Be open to this as more of a process than an event. Take the time for God to speak to you in the
way that works for you, directly or through others.
Give it time: | know a school-teacher who told me that it took her 6 years to begin to figure that out
she was on a spiritual journey of life and faith. She also said her understanding started in
conversations with others.

4— Don'’t expect to find all the answers to life. Someone was struggling with the death of a loved one,
together with others and in prayer with God; all the answers hoped for weren't there. But he did say
that the shared promises of Easter and the Resurrection and eternal life, and also new beginnings
via God’s promises -- as told through the Bible -- were helpful in special ways.

A suggestion -- Don't just include “God” in your Journey. Expand and explore who God is and what
God does - as Trinity: one God working in our world as Father/Creator and more; as Son/Savior/
Jesus Christ who came to earth IN LOVE FOR US; and as the Holy Spirit who is with us to help us and




...continued from previous page

answer our prayers and guide us and more. [ls Your (understanding of) God Too Small? It can
always grow larger!] [You might start by looking up the many places in the Bible that speak of God’s
love for us?]

Consider exploring some of the “mysteries” DURING LENT, such as God'’s love for us, Christ’s
presence in Communion, how the Holy Spirit helps and guides us. Explore with the help of God
through prayer, the Bible, and we in the church — good-to-go-to while on our Spiritual Journey. [Want
help? — Ask!]

THAT BANNER SAYING --

The word “disturb” reminds us that our relationship with God and with one another involves change.
Perhaps, think of Bible passages about being “awakened”, or not staying comfortable as we were
previously. “Disturb” is not a negative; it does speak a positive response, of interaction, of something
happening differently as God speaks in some way to us.

Consider “Peace” and its many forms. One way is when we sin, we confess, we repent, and God
forgives us through Christ because God loves us. That disturbs our pain and hurt, our alienation that
we have felt, and helps us to feel better and more at peace, able to continue Our Journey as forgiven
Christians. When God moves us from “sinner” to “saint” -- that is disturbing what we were.

Or, think about when we need something special to happen and it disturbs us lovingly out of our
routines of life, or out of a narrow focus, or disturbs us out of what's getting us down or preoccupied.
What is disturbing us can help us see more of God’s love in our lives — and lead us to more peace in
our lives.

Consider: Everyone says they are for “World Peace”. How many of us get past just saying-it and take

a “next step™? Pastor Helmut Thielicke was a Lutheran pastor in Germany during World War 2, and

lived through devastating bombing raids. After the war, he was in California for a lecture series. One ‘
night he was in casual conversation with a member of a Lutheran congregation who had flown bombing |
missions over Germany. The more Thielicke described the horrors of the bombing and the location of

the village, the more this former pilot was disturbed to realize he may have dropped bombs on that
village.

The former pilot then began to see war and peace in a new light that he had not thought about before.
Later, he became an active advocate for real peace in the world. [God-at-work - right?]
Together in Christ, Gary

ONE-LINERS:
LAUGHTER IS INDEED GOD’S THERAPY FOR US. -Malcolm Muggeridge
RELIGION ENRICHES LIFE —and FAITH CAN BE FUN !
WHILE RELIGIOUS FAITH IS DEMANDING, IT ALSO
CAN ENRICH LIFE AND MAKE PEOPLE SMILE.
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The Shadow of the Cross by Lloyd Larson

The “service of darkness’, or Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness’), dates
back to the 4th century, according to some sources. Traditionally
observed during Holy Week, it focuses on the final hours of Jesus’ life
and crucifixion. The Shadow of the Cross is a reminder of the
magnitude of God’s love; a love so great that it continues through all
time and eternity.

For shadow to exist, there must be light. In the case of the Passion
story of our Lord, that light, as the gospel of John tells us, “was the
light of all people.” (John 1:4). The Shadow of the (ross walks us
through the final hours of Jesus life including his crucifixion. But as
John affirms, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.” (John 1:5).

In its original form, the cross was a tool of execution, or death. But in
the eyes of faith, it symbolizes victory and life eternal! In a day when
the powers of evil threaten to destroy our optimism for a brighter
tomorrow, the cross stands as a reminder that love is stronger than
hate, and that hope prevails in times of despair. Standing in the
shadow of the cross, we find comfort and courage in knowing that we
can live in a future that is ultimately of God’s making!

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand,

The shadow of a mighty Rock within a weary land . . .

I take, O cross, they shadow for my abiding place. ..
Elizabeth C. Clephane

May we live in the shadow of eternity’s cross. And may we be
reminded that the cross ultimately leads to the Father of lights.

Liloyd Larson
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LADIES BAGGED
LUNCH GROUP

The cood and seautiful

LB

James sryan smith

PUTTING ON THE
LHARACTER OF CHRIST

BOOK DISCUSSION

MARCH 11
Chapter 1 - The Good and Beautiful Life

MARCH 25
Chapter 2 - The Gospel Many People Have Never Heard

All are welcome to the gathering whether they
have read the book or not because the

discussions are always enlightening

We meet at noon the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month.
Come and w the fellowship!
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SPRING
WORKSHOP

Saturday, March 7, 2026
12:00-4:00 pm
at Glory Lutheran Church

Join the Festival Singers for an
engaging choral workshop led by
clinician Jordan Van Biert!
This free event is open to all
interested singers
—no experience required.
Music will be provided.
Please bring your own water bottle




Bishop’s Message - March 2026
Dear family of God,
Why do we exist? (part 2)

Recent events in Minneapolis have provided
affirmation of Christian vocation in times of crisis. SYNOD OF

, “; We are called to always be ready to stand up ALBERTA
X

against unjust practices and to proclaim God's love--  ~ -
sometimes even at great personal risk. Té\Rr}I{]q-g)E]EES

January 23, clergy of multiple denominations gathered in Minneapolis to embody resistance to
the presence of ICE officers. The Rt Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld, Presbyterian Bishop of New
Hampshire, advised his clergy to get their affairs in order and have their wills written. Why?
Because when we stand up against malevolent forces in the world, things happen.

As we approach the season of Lent, we are reminded that faith calls for personal sacrifice. We
willingly give of our finances, our abilities and our time. As Jesus did, we seek to live our lives
not for our own sake, but for the benefit of all. When one has more than others, it is shared.
When someone needs extra care, we give it. We tithe a portion, recognizing that all we have
has been graciously provided by God. These practices are what make our neighbourhoods
safer, more equitable and able to thrive as the gaps between us close.

In times like today we are not only asked but are truly being tested to trust in this biblical call.
Strategies that undermine universal healthcare or education, politics that hoard resources for
one province or country, policies that undermine people because they are different--these are
not reflective of Jesus’ love for all.

Let's enter into Lent intentionally this year. Let's be mindful of the many who are suffering and
in danger, those whose lives are complicated just because of the colour of their skin or where
they were born. Let's genuinely seek to learn about those who are different. Let’s be
generous, active in justice, and let’s tell others about Jesus. Let’s go to church, rekindle
fellowship, pray and sing! Bake cookies for the school in your neighbourhood. Turn off the tv
and invite the neighbours for coffee. Use our imaginations and see where the Holy Spirit
sparks a new thing!

In gratitude as we minister together,

%,gﬂ/% N Y

Bishop Trish Schmermund
Synod of Alberta and the Territories, ELCIC
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February 22 Installation of Council Members
Feb 25, Mar 11, 25 Ladies Bagged Lunch Group 12:00pm
February 27 YOUTH Activate Games Night - 6:00pm
Feb. 26-Mar 26 Lenten Soup Suppers—Thursdays 6:00pm
Feb. 26-Mar 26 Lenten Services—Thursdays 7:00pm
March 9 Church Matters Submission Due
March 11 Council Meeting 6:00pm
March 22 Cantata Rehearsal
March 28 Dress rehearsal for Lenten Cantata 2:00pm
March 29 Palm/Willow Sunday
April 2 Maundy Thursday Service - 7:00pm
April 3 Good Friday Service - 10:30am featuring

Worship Choir presentation of the Shadow of the Cross
April 5 Easter Sunday
Tuesdays Praise Band Rehearsal 7:00pm
Thursdays Confirmation 6:30pm
Thursdays Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm
2nd Thursdays Worship at Strathcona Care - Monthly 10:15am
Last Thursdays Worship at Hardisty Care Centre - Monthly 10:00am
Last Fridays YOUTH - Monthly 6:00pm
Sundays Worship 10:30 am (Communion 2" & 4" Sundays)

THERE WILL BE COMMUNION EVERY SUNDAY IN LENT

IGo

Reviews PLEASE LEAVE US A

REVIEW

GLORY LUTHERAN CHURCH
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BRING A FRIEND AND JOIN US FOR A FUN
EVENING FILLED WITH COOL TEAM GAMES!

ACTIVATE IS A MIX OF AN ESCAPE ROOM AND
VIDEO GAME WHERE WE WORK TOGETHER TO
PROBLEM SOLVE AND PASS THE GAME.

RSVP BY MONDAY FEBRUARY 23 TO
YOUTH.COORDINATOR@GLORYLUTHERAN.CA IN
ORDER TO GET THE WAIVER.

FEBRUARY
ACTIVATE

27 1949 98 St NW, ©:00

FRIDAY Edmonton

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. O F |C E
Please note that Heidi may be out of the office at times.

Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during office

hours. Please call the office if you would like to visit the church.

22577 Hwy 16, “':D
Sherwood Park, Alberta,
T8A 4T7
Phone: 780.416.9594 glory.office@glorylutheran.ca
Pastor Markus Wilhelm pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca

G I—-@ RY Check out our Website: www.glorylutheran.ca

LUTHERAN CHURCH
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