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A Message From Pastor Markus

Dear Friends and Members of Glory Lutheran Church,

The world entered a new season with the election of the new president of the
US. We have entered a relational winter with a neighbor who is upending the
order of the world. And the temperature is dropping daily to record lows. How
can we survive this winter? How can we insulate ourselves from the cold?
Politicians scramble to placate a bully. But the behavior of our neighbor keeps
sinking to new lows every day. We must stand on guard against letting our
hearts sink as well. “Do not let your hearts be troubled,” Jesus told his disciples
just before his crucifixion, “Believe in God, believe also in me.”

As Christians and followers of Jesus, we will soon enter the season of Lent,
which begins on March 5th, Ash Wednesday. Forty days of prayer and fasting,
watching and working for peace and justice. In this season, we intensify our
worship life with midweek Lenten services. We encourage each other to a more
deliberate prayer life and to actions that offer hope. Some of us may give up TV
for a time, or another form of entertainment. Some may give up foods, like
sweets or meat. Other Christians may decide to reduce the amount of carbon
dioxide they put into the atmosphere by driving less and walking more or using
public transit.

One thing | will try to give up for Lent is fretting, worrying, and anger about the
things that | know are wrong in the world that | cannot change. That includes the
big political, environmental and economic issues. It also includes personal
challenges like the stress of winter driving, frustrations with relentless
technological change, and unresponsive bureaucracy. (When I’'m anxious, even
a cat’s meowing can bring out the worst in me.) | don’t know whether | can give
it all up, but I will try.

continued on next page...



...continued from previous page

Psalm 37 is one of my favorites in times like these:

Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of wrongdoers;
For they will soon fade like the grass, and wither like the green herb;
Trust in the Lord, and do good;
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security....
Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him;
Do not fret over those who prosper in their way,
Over those who carry out evil devices.
Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath.
Do not fret — it leads only to evil.
For the wicked shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land.

When a neighbor disregards the law, threatens to take what is rightfully ours,
abuses the weak, invents lies about us and our friends, and acts as if the entire
neighborhood is their enemy, we need to remind ourselves that God lives in our
neighborhood, God is with us, we are not alone. Fear, cowardice, fretting, and
senseless anger are not going to help. We should fear, love and trust God
above all else. Jesus has died and risen! God has demonstrated God’s
sovereignty over the lawless and godless, over wannabe kings and emperors,
over abusers, liars, and scoffers. The people around the cross and the tomb of
Jesus are the witnesses to this power of God. To those who angrily and
wrongfully accused, betrayed, condemned, scoffed, and crucified him, Jesus
remained sovereignly silent. To those who fearfully mourned for him, Jesus
said: “Do not be afraid!”

Let me invite you into the season of Lent! Make time and room in your life for
more prayer, discipline, and love. Come and worship faithfully. Don’t let your
heart get cold this season. Let it be filled with the warmth of Jesus’ love. Don’t
let your courage sink. Let it rise with Christ from the tomb!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Markus
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Council Highlights

Two quick updates to follow up on matters arising from our AGM on February 2,
2025:

Firstly, council was constituted at our regular monthly meeting on February 12,
2025. Please see below for the full list of council members, their portfolios, and
their email contact information:

Position Representative Email

Chair / Rose Schlegl Rose.schlegl@glorylutheran.ca

Nominations OR
Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca

Vice-Chair / Kurtis Ashton Kurtis.ashton@glorylutheran.ca

Stewardship

Secretary Paula Mitchell Paula.mitchell@glorylutheran.ca

Treasurer Ken Hankinson Ken.hankinson@glorylutherean.ca

OR
treasurer@glorylutheran.ca

Communication / Sebastian Sebastian.montoya
Youth Montoya @qlorylutheran.ca
Community Outreach / Dave Hauf Dave.hauf@glorylutheran.ca

Property

Community Outreach /
Property

Justin Thorbourne

Justin.thorbourne@aglorylutheran.ca

Congregational Life /

Facility Booking & Rental /

Pat Becker

Pat.becker@aglorylutheran.ca

Music and Worship
Education Jenny Takenaka Jenny.takenaka@glorylutheran.ca
Education Susan Ronsko Susan.ronsko@glorylutheran.ca

Human Resources

Greg Jeffery

Greg.jeffery@qglorylutheran.ca

Property

Lynn Spain

Lynn.spain@glorylutheran.ca

Financial Secretary
(non-voting)

Chelsea Ashton

Chelsea.ashton@aglorylutheran.ca
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Thank you to all council and committee members who provided reports for the
AGM, and for their dedication and work throughout the year. Thank you also to
congregation members who attended the meeting. Please feel free to email any
questions or concerns you would like brought to council, or if you are interested
in helping out with any of the portfolios listed above.

Secondly, as mentioned at the AGM, a group of council members from ELCIC
churches in the greater Edmonton area has formed to discuss shared concerns
and look at ways in which we can collaborate to assist each other and better
serve our surrounding communities. Please see below for a brief summary
written by Deena Hinshaw, Council Chair at Trinity Edmonton, regarding this
initiative.

Edmonton area church council chair meeting summary

Recognizing that many of our churches share common interests, and common
challenges, council chairs from about a dozen Edmonton-area churches have
gathered together three times over the past six months to get to know one
another, talk about what we can learn from one another, and think about how we
might work together more. We have heard encouraging stories about
partnerships between churches and partnerships between churches and
community organizations, and have had some early conversation about working
together in ways such as planning youth events that would be open to youth
from all churches in the area.

We have also heard about the struggles that our churches are undergoing. We
recognize that church as we have known it is changing, and while that opens
new possibilities, it can also be painful. What we have heard repeatedly is that
the struggles are not limited to one or two churches — this is a much bigger trend
— and working together, we will be more able to prepare for where God is calling
the church to go.

As a next step in this conversation, a larger gathering is being planned for the
spring that will be open to anyone, rostered or lay people, who want to join this
discussion. Watch for more details in the next few months!

Deena Hinshaw
Council Chair, Trinity Lutheran Church, Edmonton



Leading In
FaithToda
s

FAITH STORIES II:
SPIRITUAL CARE

The Faith Stories Il Spiritual Care Study, from Jan 29-Feb 19 was a
success! This joint study included pretty much equal participation from both
Glory Lutheran and Mount Olivet Churches. Class size was consistent
throughout and our group discussions were very meaningful.

Over the past four weeks, we explored a variety of spiritual care practices,
emphasizing the importance of integrating both scheduled and spontaneous
practices into everyday living. Our study focused on being intentional and
mindful in all aspects of life towards holistic well-being.

We learned that spiritual practice is seen in its "long-term fruits", where we can
experience strengthened faith, compassion, patience, humility, love, hope, and
joy, for example. As we connect to the present moment, we find strength in our
weaknesses, and hope in our imperfections.

This journey of waking up is lifelong, and we are meant to pay attention and
embrace this gift of life.

We are called to "Give thanks in all circumstances..." 1 Thessalonians 5:18

| hope this study has provided tools for all participants to help live more fully
awake, truly alive, and mindful, as we foster a heart of gratitude, awe and
wonder in this beautiful life we are given by God.

Intern Deacon Lisav



Glory’s Youth & Children have
been busy colouring in Mike
Lee’s drawings!

Every item coloured, including
every shingle, represents $500.

Over $33,000 has been
collected so far to go towards
Glory’s Garage.



Visit to Nanaksar Gurdwara Gursikh Temple

. If you've ever traveled between

A 4 Edmonton and Ft. Saskatchewan via
'i% . Manning Freeway, you've noticed this
\bamas beautiful, stunning structure just off
~ | the highway. This is a Sikh temple, one
of the largest in Edmonton area and
4y serves over 10,000 Sikhs. Construction
 was started over 2 decades ago by

: S“5== volunteers, including from outside

Canada, and continues today as the Sikh community continues to expand the
facility. The Sikh community is a very welcoming community and anyone can
visit this temple. | have gone through it several times. | will be arranging tours
to the temple in the near future, with details forthcoming in the church bulletin/
newsletter. However, a few things to note: footwear must be removed after
you enter the temple and heads must be covered (scarves are provided). In
addition, everyone is invited to share in the langar, a delicious vegetarian meal
in the dining hall. A visit to this temple will be a wonderful and enlightening

Community Outreach -
Food Delivery to Hope Mission

Community Outreach may mean different things to different people. It might
even mean doing something outside our comfort level. Well, here is one of
those opportunities.

I'm looking for one or preferably two people who would be interested in
picking up bread, buns and sweets from the Food Bank in Sherwood Park and
delivering to Hope Mission, located 9906 - 106 Avenue, Edmonton.

The process is simple and takes about 1 hour. On the "run" day - whatever
day you choose - you contact the food bank to let them know you will be doing
arun. As the food bank is only open in the morning, pickup around 11:30 am
works well. You then deliver the boxes of food items to Hope Mission. | like to
hand out the sweets directly to the people outside (east side of) Hope Mission
so | can interact with them. Bread and buns are taken to the delivery door at
the back of the building. If you are interested and/or have questions, please
contact Alan Fingler by text/phone at 780-264-8064. Keep in mind, you will




You will have noticed and used the Slim Jim recycle containers .

and signage located in the Narthex, kitchen, and other rooms

throughout the church promoting our congregations desire to

compost and recycle more, in order to waste less. DID YOU

KNOW that these containers were purchased from an Alberta

Beverage Container Recycling Corporation (ABCRC) grant through the
Community Champions Program (CCP). The grants come from the sale of Bottle
Depot recycled containers. We were able to receive the grant because you, the
congregation, recycled your beverage containers through our church. The
containers were taken to a local Bottle Depot and Glory received the usual
refund plus was given credit for its recycling initiative.

You Are Invited to a Bridal Shower
Saturday, March 8™ 2:00 pm at Glory Lutheran Church

For Lync&z IKie[

Please check the Sign-Up Sheet for important details and
to indicate your plan to attend.
You may contact Marjorie Zelent at 780-467-5363
Myrna Zilm at 780-995-1122 for more information.

LADIES BAGGED LUNCH

| The last book we read and discussed was Esther, by Angela
e Hunt. We will continue with the theme of “Woman in the
{ Bible” with our next book, Magdalene, also written by Angela
8 Hunt.

| For the February 26 gathering we encourage ladies to read

' the Bible passages about Mary Magdalene and, if
interested, to research her a bit further. We will share and
discuss these findings and insights on February 26. Then, at
the following meeting, on March 12, we discuss the book.

9



@ @
Journey

A Message from Pastor Nickel

YOU! -- DOING “CHRIST- like” stuff on OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY.
Yes, you and me, and us. “HOW?! -- Give me an EXAMPLE.

WITH MY TIME?

OK: [quotes from Christians]

+ “l try to give some of my time to help others. | also review my time so |
don’t over-do it, don’t get “too busy”.

+ time to myself and to God in prayer.”

WITH OTHERS?

+ “Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a
listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring.”

+ “People come into our lives for a reason, a season, or a lifetime. Caring
for others is part of our giving.”

WHEN? AND WHERE?

+ ‘I serve the Lord full time. I’m not employed by the church but | am
involved in ministry every day.”

+ “Do whatever you do — motivated by the Christ that is in you.”

+ “Share God'’s story of Him within you. Tell His story of him-with-you in
your own way.”

+ “Begin by recognizing the Lord in all that is around you. Understand that in
the midst of all of life, we are called to be Him to others.”

MY MINISTRY..
+ _.isIN MY RELATIONSHIP WITH PEOPLE.”
+ | listen more.” —

FARMER OR RANCHER?

+ “l see “The Creation” as animals are being born or crops grow.”
+ “Who really owns the farm/ranch? The Lord owns it.”

+ “l am honest with my customers; | try to raise/grow the best...”

IN BUSINESS?
“| present Christ to the business world in my involvement as a Christian.”




IN MY MARRIAGE?
+ “We are united in Christ. We openly discuss our walk with the Lord.
+ “We notice our blessings, and that they come from the Lord.”

IN MY WORK?

+ “At work | develop confidence in my co-workers, trying to convey a
message of trust to them. We have a team effort.”

+ ‘| take time to care, to share in the joys and sorrows of those around
me; | like to share my faith in these opportunities.”

+ ‘| can share stories about my involvement in church, the job and the
community and how | see Christ at work in all these situations.”

WITH MY FAMILY?
“There are pressures at work and in raising a family. The mutual support
we give each other makes these pressures more bearable.”

IN MY COMMUNITY?
‘I BELIEVE God wants me to share my talents with others in the
community so | help by ---..."

IN MY CHURCH?

+ “How’s the Lord going to do the job without us? We have been chosen
to do the job!”

+ “We are God’s hands and feet, His voice and sometimes His presence.’

+ ‘I noticed one of our members talking to a stranger. A short while later,
she was befriending another who was different than us. Moments later
she was seen having a quick prayer with a young person who was in
tears.”

”

y

Together in Christ on Our Spiritual Journey, Gary

PS: Here’s more one-liners:
+ You have 168 hours a week in your life — so how
do you use the time a generous God gives to us?

+ We cannot add minutes or recycle time, so we must
continually set priorities; what are your priorities?

+0Of the many gifts of God, time has its limits — each person must
decide how he or she will manage the time given by God, so make
the most of it, enjoy it all, use it all, and live life fully and faithfully.




Mount Zion Lutheran Church

will be holding its last service
at

11533 135 St. NW Edmonton
February 23, 2025
N

10:00 a.m.

Friends and former members are invited to join us for this
Service of Holy Communion and for refreshments and
fellowship following the service.
+H+++++
During this farewell service, we will be giving thanks for
the congregational ministry which has taken place in this
building.

I

In March, Mount Zion will be relocating to a leased
facility. Please watch for more details.
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EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

Registration cost:
$350/participant until March 15.
After March 15, cost is $450/participant.

It will be held in Saskatoon, SK. August 21 — 24, 2025.

Participants at CLAY should be aged 14-19 as of December 31 of the year of
the Gathering.

A Home Team for Glory/MOLC will need to be created. Please contact the
church office if you are interested in attending prior to registering.

Some costs may be subsidized or fundraised for the home team, this is yet to
be discussed in detail.

Registration for the gathering includes all the programming for the whole event,
supper on Thursday; lunches and suppers on Friday and Saturday; lunch on
Sunday.

Home teams are encouraged to make their own plans for breakfast, either hotel
or local restaurants. At this CLAY, we will also be having a tuck shop/
concession stand which will have some snack items available as well such as
granola bars and fruit, with some drinks options at low cost. We want to do our
best at making sure youth (and leaders) are well fed throughout the gathering!

Travel costs to and from Saskatoon, and accommodations are the responsibility
of the Home Team.

For more information on the gathering, please visit: www.claygathering.ca
13
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Glory’s Creation Care History

Our creation care story began not with thoughts and decisions about minimizing our
impact on creation but rather with a focus on caring for each other and acquiring the
resources necessary to start a new church on a limited budget. That meant sourcing
the necessities by leasing, reusing, repurposing and repairing the things we
needed. Volunteerism and the sharing of our God given gifts, talents and financial
resources played an essential role in the formation of our church.

In the summer of 2004, congregation members accepted the challenge to furnish our
mission church at Franklin’s Inn with gently used items giving them new life and
purpose to the Glory of God...Creation Care truly in action.

A few examples included the altar, baptismal font and Christ Candle stand from Faith
Lutheran Church in Calgary; the commissioning and donation of the pulpit by a
church family; the loan of a piano by Franklins Inn; the donation of green hymnals by
sister churches; the acquisition of tables, chairs, office desks, filing cabinets from
auctions and the mobile book shelving units from a member’s business.

As the congregation became more established and ministries began to flourish, our
early experiences inspired us to more intentionally embrace the idea that God calls us
to be stewards of creation.

“The Lord God took humankind and put them in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it.” (Genesis 2:15)

With this call in mind, Council, on January 2008 approved participation in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) Stewardship of Creation Initiative
(Greening Faith Communities Accreditation).

You may remember that the four Sundays following
Easter 2008 leading to Earth Day in April were
designated to focus on creation care topics.

In March of 2008, Pastor Tom shared a children’s
story highlighting the use of LED lights, the use of
reusable grocery bags and the recycling of items like

beverage containers and paper products. .

These modest beginnings lead to the elimination of

Styrofoam and paper cups, participation in the Strathcona County Pitch-In Road-Side
Clean-Up Campaign, the improved recycling of discarded items and the collection of
items like stamps, glasses, soap and clothing for reuse by other organizations.

The second chapter of our story began in 2011 with the completion of our current
facility. Again, congregation members stepped forward furnishing the church with
gently used items, the purchase of preowned items and the donation of new
items to help meet our needs.




A few examples included the donation of cupboards, shelving, desks and board room
chairs from the Strathcona County Library; Sunday School room tables and chairs from
Fort Saskatchewan Elementary School; the Narthex Cross and wall hangings from
Augustana Lutheran Church; an electric projection screen; of comfortable chesterfield/
love seats; an organ and the purchase of used items like the grand piano, yard
equipment and Seacans; the loan of the drum kit and the donation of tables and
sanctuary chairs.

During our 20 year history there has been an evolving creation care commitment that
now permeates throughout all ministries and committees becoming the rhythm of life at
Glory. We have grown in our understanding that the fulfilment of our mission and
ministry is more than Worship, Learning, Witnessing, Serving and Supporting. It
includes Stewardship of Creation.

At the heart of the Stewardship of Creation is the work that we do together.
Stewardship is a part of the discipleship we learn as we gather together to hear
the Word and share the Word in love. Glory congregation members have been
amazingly generous in their service and support both personal and financial. This
generosity has provided for a home base from which we can work together in the
interests of caring for creation.

Today, creation care is being manifested through community outreach (e.g. sharing
furniture and clothing with refugee families and those in need, Glory 50+ initiatives,
CLWR, Inner City Lunches ); worship and learning (e.g. prayer, sermons, children’s
stories, Bible Studies, Sunday School and the sharing of the gift of music by the Choir
and musicians); partnering with churches, farmers and organizations (e.g. shared
youth ministry with Mount Olivet, donating hay bales, receiving grants from the County
Clothes-Line); daily/weekly routines (e.g. provision of home baking, “Souper Suppers”,
ride sharing, recycling) and property beautification and use (e.g. tree planting,
Memorial Garden, community garden). And then there is the contribution of craftsmen
and artists including items like the Sanctuary Cross, kitchen cupboards, altar railings,
Memorial Garden Cross, and paintings depicting Scripture passages. Service and
volunteerism continues to be essential to the smooth functioning of Glory. Please know
that these listings represent only a portion of the contributions to life at Glory. This
newsletter is not long enough to include everything.

Our journey is not yet complete. We continue to be called to minimize our impact on
creation to provide a space where current and future members can enjoy a welcoming
and caring environment both indoors and outside. The creation care decisions we
made mattered as will future decisions.

For additional information, check out the Creation Care section of the Glory Website.

https://www.glorylutheran.ca/creation-care.html 17
https://www.glorylutheran.ca/minimizing-our-footprint.html . reafton Care

Prepared for Creation Care by Doug Sime
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Bishop’s Message - February 2025
Dear friends in Christ,
Know the love of God is with you.

The season of Epiphany continues — a
season of inspiration, light and renewal as
% we absorb what it means that God is SYNOD OF

\ ‘ i Emmanuel — with us. What difference ALBERTA
) = does it make in our world, where so much .. AND THE =
% ‘ is going on, that God is here? TERR]TORIES

Let me start by saying, it is no small matter. God came as one of us to bring
change to a world that was conflicted and off track and | assure you that God
remains with us in a world that may still be described in the same way. If you
are like me, some days it seems like things are going off the rails. At every
hour we are faced with threats to our livelihood personally and as a society —
it's stressful. Where is the “Emmanuel God” for our lives in this moment?

You may have recently heard about the sermon at the Inaugural Prayer
Service proclaimed by Episcopal Bishop Mariann Budde (just search for it and
many hits will pop up.) In it she focused on four themes: dignity, honesty,
humility and mercy. The last one she added after much prayerful thought.
Mercy being a word, like grace, that covers the ground between our ideals
and our imperfection.

These core values are worthy of anyone’s attention. They make for better
families, communities and nations. They draw us out of our self-centeredness.
They call us into one another’s lives. They invite us to fully live the gospel we
hear every Sunday. Sometimes as people of faith we get stuck imagining and
waiting for God to rescue us like the Calvary over the hillside, but these words
actually call us to do something about the world where we live. Live with
dignity, honesty, humility and mercy in all things! Those four words are a
resistance movement each of us can enact today, in our neighbourhood and
every interaction with others. Those values are tools that God has given us for
ministry in our own time to stand against all that slyly temps us away from
godliness.

On The Presentation of Our Lord, February 2, we will hear Simeon say that
Jesus is “a light for revelation” (Lk 2:32.) He saw it in Jesus. He lifted his voice
and sang about it for all to hear! Let’s tune our voices, in chorus with Simeon
and Bishop Budde! May the light of Christ embolden us to shine!

Be Jesus where you are, %;’gﬁ%,a \ﬂw,fu
e 17



The executives & representatives of the Glory 50 Plus planning groups met on
February 14/25 to plan our sessions for the coming year.

The 3 group lists were reviewed, & it was decided that due to dwindling
attendance, & the fact that a number of members are now unable to be active in
their participation, rather than discontinue Glory 50 Plus, we would reduce the
number of meetings each year from 8 to 4.

Therefore, beginning this year, we will meet in April, June, September &
December.

We will continue with 3 groups, & each will plan an event. All 3 groups will
jointly plan the December event.

We welcome new members. If you are interested or have questions, please
contact Myrna Zilm at 780 995-1122 or Donna Dawson at 780 974-2025.

IS
\Welcome

Are you new to Glory? We welcome you!
Please sign our Guestbook!

To stay in the loop, please call or email the office to receive a database entry
form and request offering envelopes to ensure you will receive tax receipts.
You may also contact the office to get a mail folder and nametag;
and subscribe to our congregation email distribution list.
to receive weekly e-news and important announcements.

% m\\/ lSign up now!
GLEORY e-_

glory.office@glorylutheran.ca
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Stay Tuned...
-~ An update for
s e January 1, 2025
to March 31, 2025
will be published
in the April newsletter.

Thank you for your ongoing financial support.

RN when giving by e-transfer. Auto-deposit has

; Please use treasurer@glorylutheran.ca
]
! been enabled for this email address.

U %
Do you have an interestor
experience in technology, sound
systems, or video production?
We need your help with our
Sound and Livestream Ministry.
| Whether you're a seasoned pro or (ReiiadEECilE
= acurious beginner, your skills are GloryLutheran.ca
p.valuable to our team. R\

Contact Brett

by email:

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. O F |C E
Please note that Heidi may be working from home.

Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during office

hours. Please call the office if you would like to visit the church.

GLAORY

LUTHERAN CHURCH

22577 Hwy 16, ﬁED .@
Sherwood Park, Alberta,
T8A 4T7
Phone: 780.416.9594 glory.office@glorylutheran.ca
Pastor Markus Wilhelm pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca
Intern Deacon Lisa Smith-Schroeder lisa.smith@glorylutheran.ca
Check out our Website: www.glorylutheran.ca
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