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A Message From Pastor Markus 

January 2026 

 

 

Dear friends, 

During our devotion at the end of class, I asked what the confirmands are 
thankful for. One of them said she is glad that Canada is not at war with the 
United States. Behind that expression of gratitude is of course a worry about 
what is going on south of the border.   

The unholy marriage of religion and state power to oppress is nothing new. 
Think of the enslavement and murder of God’s people in biblical times under 
Pharoah who was worshiped as a god; or the Jewish exile under the quasi 
divine rulers of Assyria and Babylon; or the oppression of the early Christians 
under the Roman emperors who were worshiped as sons of God and saviors of 
the world. Of course, in all these instances, God’s people were the ones being 
oppressed, and God heard their cry and delivered them. God did not intend his 
people to treat other nations as they treated them. In fact, the opposite. They 
were commanded to give sabbath rest even to their servants and foreign 
workers because “you were a slave in the land of Egypt” (Deut 5:14). In other 
words, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  

European rulers throughout the centuries ruled “Christian” empires and 
kingdoms by so-called divine right. There were some good and there were 
some not so good Christian rulers. But then there were some who simply used 
Christian symbols, language and institutions for their nefarious purposes. 
Probably the worst example within living memory was Adolf Hitler and the 
“National Socialists” of Germany who literally twisted the cross of Jesus into the 
service of a dictator bent on exterminating Jews, communists, gay people, other 
minorities, and anyone who stood up for them, while taking over neighboring 
countries. To their shame, German Christians, both Protestant and Catholic, 
mostly fell in lock step with Hitler’s program. Notable exceptions were members 
of the so-called “confessing church” like Martin Niemoeller and Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. There are, of course, examples of “religious nationalism” from other 
religious traditions too, including Islamist modern day Iran and Afghanistan, as 
well as dictators of quasi religious ideology from Soviet Russia to Cambodia.  

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

But what if the things we often decried about those far away countries are 
happening next door? The US Department of Homeland Security, in its current 
advertising videos for ICE directed at young men, uses quotes from the Bible 
like “Whom shall I send? Here I am Lord, send me!” (Isaiah 6:8) and even the 
words of Jesus: “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of 
God.” Matthew 5:9) As Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness demonstrates, the 
devil can quote Scripture.  (Matthew 4:5-6) And as this passage also makes 
clear, context matters. The devil was tempting Jesus to throw himself down from 
the temple roof and Jesus responded with a different quote from Scripture: “Do 
not put the Lord your God to the test!”  ICE uses Scripture to lure young 
(Christian) men to throw themselves into uniform and harass, intimidate, and 
forcefully arrest suspected undocumented immigrants, particularly people of 
color, and whoever the administration deems undesirable in America. American 
citizens who peacefully protest against these brutal acts towards their neighbors 
are labeled as evil and face beatings, tear gas, and murder by the very people 
that are supposedly there to protect them. And Scripture is misused as 
justification.   

It is important for us as Christians to strongly disavow such ideological use of 
Christian language, symbols and community for the sake of political power. 
Jesus said to Pilate: My kingdom is not of this world. He didn’t storm the capitol, 
he was dragged there in handcuffs by the mob. Jesus teaches us to love not 
only our neighbor, but even our enemy, to speak the truth in love, to defend the 
weak, to forgive the sinner. Jesus teaches us to turn the other cheek and pray 
for those who persecute us. He teaches us to welcome the stranger, to give 
shelter to the homeless, to provide food to the hungry. The Good Samaritan 
reached beyond social, racial, national and religious boundaries. Jesus sent his 
disciples to teach, not to fight, non-believers. The Holy Spirit’s fruit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
It is crucial for us to remind ourselves of what Jesus and the New Testament 
teaches. So let me encourage you faithfully to read your Bible, to seek the 
church’s fellowship frequently, to pray regularly and fervently, and to reach out 
and listen to those who are afraid of what’s going on. This is not a time to hide 
our light under a bushel basket, but to “let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  

God be with us all! 

Pastor Markus 
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Council has finalized the budget for presentation and approval at our Annual 
General Meeting, coming up on Sunday, February 8, 2023. The reporting 
package will soon be going out to Glory members by email or mail. There will be 
a break between the service and the meeting to allow everyone to have coffee 
and a light lunch while we get set-up for the AGM. If you are not able to attend 
the AGM in person but would like to attend on-line, please let the office know 
and we will ensure that you are sent a Zoom invitation in the days leading up to 
the meeting. If you are interested or willing to serve on council, please contact 
me at the email set out below. Please note also that we are able to take 
nominations from the floor during the meeting. 
 

Soup Suppers will be held during Lent again this year and we hope to see many 
of you there! Sign-up sheets for volunteers willing to help with set-up or clean-
up, and for those willing to bring soup or desserts will soon appear in the 
narthex. 
 

See you at the AGM! 
 

Rose Schlegl  
Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca 

January 2026 

Council Highlights 

Are you new to Glory?  We welcome you! 
 

To stay in the loop, please call or email the office to receive a database entry 
form and request offering envelopes to ensure you will receive tax receipts. 

   

You may also contact the office to get a mail folder and nametag;  
and subscribe to our congregation email distribution list   

to receive weekly e-news and important announcements. 

glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 

mailto:Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
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Glory Lutheran Church’s Annual General Meeting will be held 
on Sunday, February 8, 2026, after Sunday Worship at around noon. 
 

This meeting will be held in person in the sanctuary and with the 
opportunity to join the meeting virtually, please check the February 
6th e-news for instructions before the AGM. 
 

Members who are unable to attend either in-person or on-line can 
vote by proxy (appoint another member to vote for them).  If they wish 
to vote by proxy, they can contact Heidi in the office for a proxy voting 
form that they will need to complete and return to the office by 3:00 
p.m. on Friday, February 6, or by email to Rose Schlegl no later than 
5:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 7. 
 

The 2025 Annual Report for the AGM has been sent by 
email.  Please let the office know if you did not receive the email 
and would like the report sent to you. We encourage you to 
reference the electronic copy to help reduce waste. If you have 
trouble opening the report or would like a paper copy and are not  
able to print it, please contact the church office.   
 

You are encouraged to read the report ahead of time and contact 
Rose Schlegl at council.chair@glorylutheran.ca if you have any 
questions or would like further information or clarification on any topic. 
 

Nominations can still be made from the floor if anyone is interested in 
serving on council. 
 

There will be registration sign-in sheets for people attending the 
meeting in person. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the AGM on February 8! 

mailto:Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
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Bishops from Lutheran churches in the United States, Canada and Denmark 
have issued a joint statement expressing support for the people of Greenland.  
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Spiritual Spiritual  

Our  Our  

Journey Journey 

A Message from Pastor Nickel 

ON OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
 

When we compare “seeing” and “looking” while on our Spiritual Journey, where 
does God fit in as a part of it all?  Consider: 
 

Pastor Jack and his wife Esther arrived after their move to join Pastor John in a 
“team ministry”.  The community was remote, the church and the parsonage were 
“falling apart after years of neglect”. Looking around, Esther sat down in a pew and 
said she felt like crying, and Jack put his arm around her.   
 

But then John said, “I think we should thank God that there is anything left.” 
 

One was able to see something greater.  That’s AWARENESS, “seeing”, and it 
affects us all on Our Spiritual Journey.    Continuing the story: 
 

By the time the three fully retired, they had reached out to many people around 
them, started 5 new congregations, rejuvenated 4 parishes, and begun 4 totally new 
ministries that were added to existing parishes!   
 

They saw themselves working with God the Trinity via the Holy Spirit on their 
Spiritual Journey of life – wherever it took them!   Many people around them saw 
that as well. And many people came to see God and the Church in new caring and 
loving ways.  [This true story comes from histories of pastors and spouses who have 
died in the last year which I prepare for Synod as Synod Necrologist.] 
 

Really seeing something ourselves, or when others help us to really see, that is a 
blessing.  So a good starting place is via prayer to God with the Bible reminding us 
that our prayers are answered -- in God’s way as the Holy Spirit helps and guides 
us to really see -- on our Spiritual Journey of life and faith.   
 

Sometimes slowing down, meditation, and reflecting/pausing to look again can help 
us to see better, and see more of God at work in our lives and our world. 
 

Remember, Jesus before returning to heaven said that the Holy Spirit would come 
and we would see things in a new light, a new way.  Be open to seeing MORE – 
with God’s help. 
 

OK, sometimes stuff gets in the way of our seeing.  In Bible times a lot of people 
expected the promised Messiah would come in certain ways and missed Jesus as  
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Messiah. But others saw “The Messiah” when Jesus came as God’s Son to earth.  
Now 2000+ years later, people continue to see the love of the Triune God for us, as 
God continues working in our world in three ways. Do you?   
 

Remember that there are some times when it helps to look at something in a new 
way and see how to work on it a little differently.  For example, "If you want peace, 
work for justice." [P. Paul VI]   God can help you with that.   
 

Is something too big to really see?  You might start with one or two smaller parts of 
that whole…  God can help you with that. 
 

Is there misunderstanding between people that gets in the way of really seeing 
something?  Does it need “Reframing”?  The Holy Spirit can help.  
 

Also, in today’s world, to really see is a growing challenge.  We are now said to live 
in times of "social unrest, economic instability”, and more. Scams, fake stuff, lies, 
propaganda, fear and anger against “others”, and now Artificial intelligence are used 
to mislead us further.  Musk recently made programs that border on porn easily 
available online.  Violent crime is down -- scams increase. 
 

SEEING and becoming more aware can help.   
+ Pray for guidance. 
+ Keep an eye out to help stop those who “con” or trick or scam your neighbor. 
+ Be aware when something makes you feel fear or anger – the Bible warns about 

it, and it’s a top way of controlling people.  When something makes you feel fear 
or anger, be aware and beware. Instead, let God’s LOVE guide you. 

+ When today we’re told one side is right and the other is wrong and bad, beware, 
check more than one source and past history, discuss the issues.  

+ The Bible tells us to be careful, and wise, and cautious.  Seek the help of the Holy 
Spirit so we can see through loving eyes as Jesus did here on earth.                
[“The Good Samaritan”, Luke 10:29-37;  Matt. 5:44]    

Seek more of the wisdom and guidance of the Holy Spirit in your life – and see!   
 

 Together in Christ,  Gary 

...continued from previous page 

ONE-LINERS:        
 
   Digging for facts is better than jumping to conclusions. 
 
                    Every time history repeats itself, the price of the lesson goes up.  
                            
    More people join the church because neighbors or friends invited them to 
    church -- than for any other reason.    [source: many surveys over many years]                        
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INVITATION TO DONATE TOWARD CLEAN WATER 

VIA Canadian Lutheran World Relief 

We recently received invitations to donate to these projects.  I would like to share something about them 
since I have some personal experience with them. 

A few years ago, I visited one of our projects like this one.  It was in Sumatra, nearby to where I was coming 
from on my way out of China at the time.  While there, I could see that it was among the best value for any 
gift given.   

The village had been hauling the closest water by the bucket for 45 minutes. 

The village getting the water:  each family volunteered hours digging and laying pipe, and watching over it all 
until finished.  A nearby Catholic Brother who was experienced in such water projects was engaged to over-
see the project.  The pipe was sourced as close to the project as possible and they got the best deal for 
transportation.  A pump was brought in which depended on water pressure and needed a little lube only 
once a year.  Lutherans here provided funding, and 93c of each dollar went to the project because CLWR is 
among the top three in Canada who get more done with less admin costs and more volunteers all along the 
way.  And any amount helps. 
CONTACT CLWR at     donations@clwr.org or call 1-800-661-2597. 
There are various “WATER PROJECTS” and suggested amounts –  
           so ASK first for a more DETAILED DESCRIPTION. 
“Connect the Camp” -- Clean water for refugees, a water pipe project  
“Emergency water” -- in time of crisis, providing a safe source of water for a family 
“Clean drinking water” -- for one refugee settlement, the building of a well 
You can give through your church offering or directly through CLWR.                                 Gary Nickel 

 

A MESSAGE  from the World Council of Churches General Secretary in  2004 (still applicable today) 

We in the World Council of Churches have chosen to live together in the light of Christ, the light that shines 
in spite of darkness, the light that defies the encircling gloom.   

We celebrate the hope of peace despite continuing conflicts, despite fear and suspicion, hatred and warfare, 
abuse and greed.  Our world is pervaded by cultures of violence that exclude, subjugate, terrify and violate 
those who are identified by their persecutors as “different”.  It is alarming that many who engage in this be-
havior attempt to justify themselves in the name of “God”. 

As we proclaim Jesus, the Prince of Peace, we pray that God’s light may shine on people in difficult situa-
tions, helping them to identify forms of resistance that promote positive change.  

We celebrate endeavors of co-operation and support among the afflicted, interfaith initiatives for peace and 
harmony, people’s movements for peace and justice – and, in all these, we recognize yearnings for a better 
world. 

Amid this world’s divisions and destruction, the Good News reminds us that God reaches out in love and 
calls us to a ministry of reconciliation.  “…In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.   
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 

 Rev. Dr. Samuel Kobia, WCC General Secretary, 12/2004 
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A message of support for the people of Minnesota and for all who have been 
impacted by recent aggressive and violent immigration enforcement by federal 

agents. It was issued by ELCIC National Bishop Larry Kochendorfer.  
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Dear friends in Christ.  

Why do we exist?  

That’s a question I asked as we turned the corner to 2026. 
It’s a missional question, an identity question, a purpose 
question!  Because of our theological approach, Lutherans 
have a unique perspective of the Gospel, and thereby an 
important contribution to make to peoples’ lives and to 
society. “Justification by grace” isn’t a cute slogan from our historical roots, but is 

a thread that has run through the history of God’s people right up to this moment.  In a world that 
measures worth by productivity, popularity, wealth, military might, gender or skin colour, Lutherans 

proclaim that our value is not earned but is a gift.  

What this does for us is to open our hearts to the lives of others and to all creation.  We learn 
compassion, forgiveness, justice. We learn to collaborate. We work for the common good and not just 
our own. We care for the earth. We respect our heritage and are active stewards for the future. We 
know the world isn’t easily fixed nor do we imagine that faith shields us from pain. Still, we stand 

together to proclaim the hope and love of Christ.  

This is especially important today. Our lives feel unstable with world events. There is fear and 
foreboding all around. But remember, as God’s children we are secure in a love that knows no end. We 
always have a place of belonging. We are never alone. Each Sunday in our congregations we remind 
one another of God’s love and faithfulness, and we encourage one another to lead tenacious and 

committed lives shaped by that love.  

Today is a day to lean into our baptismal promises. Do you remember those?   

To live among God’s faithful people, hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, proclaim the 
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, serve all people following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.  

That’s a recipe for a changed world and a clear answer to the question I first posed above.  

May God bless you in living out or anticipating your baptism. May you know Jesus is beside you in the 

journey of life. May the Holy Spirit energize and encourage you to courageously stand firm in love.  

Bishop’s Message - February 2026 

Bishop Trish Schmermund  
Synod of Alberta and the Territories, ELCIC  
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Jan 28, Feb 11, 25 Ladies Bagged Lunch Group 12:00pm 

January 30 YOUTH Laser Tag Night @ Laser City - 6:00pm  

February 8 GLC Annual General Meeting - approx. 12:00pm 

February 11 Council Meeting 6:00pm 

 Feb. 26-Mar 26 Lenten Soup Suppers—Thursdays 6:00pm  

Feb. 26-Mar 26 Lenten Services—Thursdays 7:00pm  

April 2 Maundy Thursday Service - 7:00pm 

April 3 Good Friday Service - 10:30am 
 

Tuesdays Praise Band Rehearsal 7:00pm 

Thursdays Confirmation 6:30pm 

Thursdays Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm 

2nd Thursdays Worship at Strathcona Care - Monthly 10:15am 

Last Thursdays Worship at Hardisty Care Centre - Monthly 10:00am 
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Office Hours: Tues-Fri 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
Please note that Heidi may be out of the office at times.   

Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during office 
hours.  Please call the office if you would like to visit the church. 

22577 Hwy 16,  
Sherwood Park, Alberta,  

T8A 4T7 

 

Phone: 780.416.9594  glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm   pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca  
 
Check out our Website:    www.glorylutheran.ca 

http://www.instagram.com/glorylutheran
http://www.facebook.com/glorylutheran

