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GLORY
LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

2FEBRUARY 2025

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD AT THE
CHURCH AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
(APPROX 12:00PM)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
780-416-9594

GLORY.OFFICE@GLORYLUTHERAN.CA
WWW.GLORYLUTHERAN.CA



VOLUNTEER
\3

Volunteer Request for
Sound & Livestream Ministry
We are seeking volunteers to assist with the Sounc
and Livestream Ministry. If you have an interest or
experience in technology, sound systems, or video
production, we would love to have you join our team!
Whether you're a seasoned pro or just eager to learn,
there is a place for you.
Volunteer Roles Include:

¢ Operating the soundboard during services and
events
Creating and managing the livestream content to
broadcast our services online
Setting up and testing equipment before services

e Assisting with troubleshooting technical issues

e Training will be provided for all volunteers
Requirements:

¢ A willingness to learn and serve

e Ability to work as part of a team

» Flexibility to serve on a rotating schedule
Thank you for helping us enhance our
worship experience and reach others
through technology!

If you're interested or would like more information,
please speak to or contact:
Brett Woodrow - email: Brett. Woodrow@GloryLutheran.ca;

Pat Becker and/or Mark Becker — email: beckermp@telusplanet.net



FAITH STORIES II:

Spiritual Care Study Group

Only 4 Weeks! with Intern Deacon Lisa, Glory Lutheran Churcy
Starting January 29, 2025

6:30pm—38:00pm

205 Fir Street, Mount Olivet Lutheran Church

“The course examines self-care practices that can be beneficial

to spiritual health, including becoming aware of the needs of
both body and spirit, developing supports, and the care
dimension of prayer. It will also look at how to write a
reflection journal to help in the reduction of stress ...”

There are two recommended books if you are
interested in reading

*Readings not mandatory. Please still join!

Fully Awake and Truly Alive: Soul Feast
Spiritual Practices & by Marjorie Thompson
to Nurture Your Soul
by Jane E. Vennard;

Topics of discussion:

Care of the Body
Solitude and Community
Prayer
Sabbath
Service
How to write a Rule of Life

What nurtures your soul? What renews your spirit?
When do you experience the Holy?




HAVE YOU CONSIDERED PAR?

PRE-AUTHORIZED REMITTANCE PROGRAM

If you have automatic debits going from your bank account to pay for
insurance, utility bills, taxes, or mortgage, then you understand the PAR
principle. It means regular contributions throughout the year.

Many people use the PAR system for their church offering, finding it a g
convenient way to take care of their regular commitments to the church
month by month.

Participation in this program is voluntary and the existing system of envelope
for cash or cheques is still in full operation.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

e_0_0_0 ¢ Decide the amount of your monthly offering.
e Fill in the Pre-Authorized Remittance form (found at the back of the
church). Attach a sample cheque from your account marked “Sample” or
“Void” OR complete the required bank information on the form.
¢ Place both in the envelope supplied and put on the offering plate, in the
office, or in Chelsea Ashton’s mail folder.

QUOTES ABOUT PAR

“I give by Pre-Authorized Remittance because my church is one
of my priorities.”

“Whether or not | am there.. my church has on-going
commitments every week that need my offering. My church is
important to me, and so is my financial commitment to its work.
That is why | use the PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) system
to fulfill my commitment.”

ADVANTAGES TO THE GIVER

e Regular support of your church in the amount that you choose
¢ Continual support of your home church when you are away
e Avoidance of “catch-up” periods

» Regular, dependable flow of contributions
e Reduction of paper work and bookkeeping
¢ Reduction in bank overdrafts

/ ADVANTAGES TO THE CONGREGATION

Thank you to those who are already using the PAR system!!
You are making a positive difference to Glorys financial well-being.
Please consider increasing the amount of your offering to keep pace with inflation.



https://www.weberfuneralhome.ca/obituary/Wayne-Schmidt

= Many hands make light work and that was certainly
the case for
< beautifying our Narthex and Sanctuary for the Christ-

/ mas season.
: . A heartfelt thank you to the following members

who shared their time, energy and creativity:

Sl adally Syt ([ itliams (VDo (oo
Jessicas Jelmsen (Bt Slinbring Erie Joncs
Sandy {Heinson (V)aggie {Honsel Abans Cinglor

It began with many members assisting in helping to bring all the decorations
into the church. Thank you to each of you. Also a big thank you to

Honry Sitin, (Mles (esle anct T Bueg
for returning the trees and bins to the sea can.

Sincerely, Myrna Zilm and Marjorie Zelent

SONDAY S6HOOL

GL®RY LUTHERAN CHURCH

See note about Sunday
school on back cover.




A Message from Pastor Nickel

On Our Spiritual Journey of life and faith, what about differences?
| am not concerned here with “politics” which increasingly is focused on
finding our differences for their advantage, but something else.

How about, what do we look for or see first beyond ourselves? What do we
see in others — differences or common ground?

The Bible invites us toward unity. But when we see differences first then it is
hard to find common ground. That can make any unity work harder.

And when we see differences, are they really differences?
When together with others, sometimes terms or wording are used that are
different than we are used to, or different practices. How do we see them?

Then put that in the context of faith and belief. Take something we are
involved in and we get together with others. Do we see differences or
common ground? For example, | have been Interim Pastor for a Lutheran
congregation north of here that is now becoming a parish with both Lutheran
and Anglican congregations.

We have different names for some things but that does not necessarily make
real differences. The Anglicans mostly use “Eucharist” while Lutherans mostly
use “Holy Communion”.

BUT across the Lutheran churches, Lutherans at various times and places
use any or all of four Lutheran options. Different words but each is used for an
EMPHASIS or focus -- and it is the emphasis that’s important — and that does
not make real differences.

So Lutherans may at times use ANY of the four:

Holy Communion — sharing in the Lord’s meal we are united with him and
fellow Christians on earth and in heaven; a communion, a coming together
with our Lord and each other; a fellowship.




Eucharist — the mood of the Sacrament is joy and celebration, as we give
thanks to God in Christ our Risen Lord. The word comes from the Greek
word for “thanksgiving.”

Lord’s Supper — when we eat the bread and drink the wine, we are sharing
a meal, the Lord’s meal. It refers to the historical event in which this
Sacrament began with Jesus and the disciples in the Upper Room.

Sacrament of the Altar — the name says we are participating in a
sacrament. The sacrament is the Church’s family meal, eaten around the
Christian family table, the altar.

[A sacrament proclaims Christ who freely offers himself to us, and is a gift
freely given by God.]

| was one of two representatives years ago on a joint committee to try to
establish the first Canadian inter-church ministry that was formally
recognized by each of four different denominations [Presbyterian,
Anglican, United, and Lutheran]. We found our “common ground” and then
we succeeded. We did get a common ministry — it had to be called a
“‘community of faith” rather than a “church” to make all four happy, but that

was not a difference because only the words were different.

A Sunday reading invited working toward unity recently. We have a
worldwide Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Have you prayed for more
common ground and unity in our faith world?

Also when it comes to Communion/Eucharist, come TOGETHER with

others and receive the presence of Christ in and with the bread and wine

as promised — in that special way which Jesus is present with us.

It is nourishment for Our Spiritual Journey of faith and life together.
Together in Christ on Our Spiritual Journey, Gary

PS: Here are some more one-liners:
+Statistics prove that the best time to buy something is last year.
+A growing church is an authoritarian church — but its
authority comes from God.
+The happiest miser is the one who
saves and keeps friends.




December and January Youth Events

The GLC/MOLC Youth Group enjoyed making Ginger Bread Houses
on December 16" and teaming up against the Glory Grown-Ups in Mario Kart
and Super Smash Bros on Jan 3"!




FEBRUARY EVENTS
TBD Keep an eye on the WhatsApp group for

something possibly happening at MOLC in February

FRIDAY, MARCH 7
GAME START 7PM

Zaih & PG

QUESTIONS OR TO RSVP:

youth.coordinator@glarylutheran.ca




Bishop’s Message - December 2024

Happy New Year! Christmas is behind us
and once again we face a brand new year
—oris it? Is this not another year with the
' ?
same old worries and troubles as the last” SYNOD OF

4 A
\ ‘ i The new year does not blot out our ALBERTA
a \ 4‘ problems. We await the swearinginofa .. AND THE =

new US president. Upheaval continues in TERR]TORIES
the Middle East, Russia, the Ukraine,

China, and India. People are still hungry (even after our Christmas

generosity), the economy hasn’t improved, and our churches are still coping

with decline. January 1 is not some sort of magical wave of a wand.

In our Synod there are many congregations struggling and in significant ways.
Some anticipate closing or will be reducing their pastor’s time to meet
budgets. Some are looking for greener pastures with other Lutheran bodies or
hope to grow partnerships with neighbouring churches, denominations or
even rental groups. We are all working hard.

In his book “Activating the Common Good”, Peter Block writes about the
themes that dominate our culture. The threads of scarcity, fear, and loneliness
are pervasive. Our identity as consumers, as ones who have or have not, or
even as employees leaves us powerless and hopeless for genuine change.
Yet, Block writes that when we remember we are created to be generous
(because we trust God to provide), created to be in community (rather than
live for the self), and created to be good (as opposed to weighed down by
sin,) then we are able to live for the common good. Which is good for
everyone.

This mindset isn’t easy as it calls us to let go of the many ways we have been
shaped by culture, economy and personality. In exchange, we turn toward our
God-infused capacity to love others, ourselves and even Creation. “Faith,” he
writes, “is the willingness to create a future that is not based on evidence. If
we had irrefutable evidence, we would not need faith.” (p60)

As we struggle, the tendency is to cling more firmly to what we have left. In
the church this might mean: our favorite liturgies or songs, our traditions, our
finances (especially endowments, Block says) (p60-61), our policies, rules,
and yes, also buildings. Block encourages us to let go of our credentials, our
rigidity, our beloved programs in order that congregations may make space
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for something new. If the same things we have been doing no longer reach
people, then we need to set them aside with gratitude and try something new.

Be encouraged to listen to your neighbourhood. Ask one another what the
community needs. Forego your favorite hymns, listen to the ways youth speak
about faith (which is often by way of a lot of questions and doubt!), explore the
topics you are most afraid of.

During the election for the bishop of the Alberta Synod, candidates were
asked to give a brief speech. | remember saying in those few minutes, “I am
not afraid of what is to come.” | pray that we would all lean into and trust the
Holy One as this new year begins. There is nothing to be afraid of, because
God has already been there.

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus. Phil 4:6-7 (NRSV)

Let your light shine!
Bishop Trish Schmermund

*Block, Peter. (2024). Activating the Common Good, Reclaiming Control of Our
Collective Well-Being. Berret-Koehler Publishers

A\ %
R
T

y 4

.
N
"

To my anonymous prayer partner:

{ \ /" | am writing to express my deepest gratitude

B g, for your prayers over the past year,

' they have been a tremendous
comfort and strength to me.

4 With heartfelt appreciation,
Y Sirkka Kadatz
\ Y D




Finance Update for
Cormer | January 1 to

5 £ December 31, 2024:
} General Fund & Capital Building Fund
Actual Offering: $ 338,305
Budget Offering Goal: $§ 334,280
Over (Shortfall) $ 4,025
Garage Funding (not included in above)
Actual Offering: $ 32,815
Budget Offering Goal (ytd): $ 45,000
Shortfall $ 12,185
Thank you for your ongoing financial support.

Please use treasurer@glorylutheran.ca

.i !ﬂ”’“c 2C50 when giving by e-transfer

There is generally no Sunday School
on long weekends/school breaks.

However, starting in February, Rita Spain will teach Sunday

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Please note that Heidi may be working from home.
Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during office
hours. Please call the office if you would like to visit the church.

22577 Hwy 16, ﬁED .@
Sherwood Park, Alberta,
T8A 4T7
Phone: 780.416.9594 glory.office@glorylutheran.ca
—— Pastor Markus Wilhelm pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca
G L Intern Deacon Lisa Smith-Schroeder lisa.smith@glorylutheran.ca
Check out our Website: www.glorylutheran.ca

LUTHERAN CHURCH



http://www.instagram.com/glorylutheran
http://www.facebook.com/glorylutheran

