
 

  

CHURCH 
     Matters 

Glory Lutheran Church Newsletter - 01.24 Edition  

THURSDAYS 
During Lent 

February 22—March 21 



 

2 

 
 

Council Notes: 
 
I mentioned in our last newsletter that December had the shortest day (... light 
hours) but the longest Council meeting. Well, it turned out that the only thing 
longer than our December meeting was our January meeting! However, there 
was a good reason for the length as it was primarily due to the SPICE (Solar 
Power Investment Cooperative of Edmonton) presentation on the feasibility of 
installing solar panels here at Glory. The presentation was very interesting 
and informative, with lots of questions raised and some concerns addressed 
or alleviated. More details will be shared with the congregation as we 
continue our discussions on this matter. 
 
We also finalized our budget for presentation at the Annual General Meeting 
coming up on Sunday, February 4, 2024. The reporting package will soon be 
going out to Glory members by email or mail. The AGM will be held after our 
morning worship service, with a short break in between for snacks and coffee. 
If you cannot attend the AGM in person, you can participate online by letting 
Heidi know and we will ensure that you receive an email with instructions on 
how to take part virtually. If you cannot attend in person or online, we can also 
send you a proxy form for you to vote on matters by proxy. 
 
Please note that we are also still open to receiving nominations for new 
Council members and, in fact, nominations can be accepted from the floor 
during the meeting. If you have any questions or would like more information, 
please contact me or Rhonda Berg or Donna Dawson. 
 
Our next Council meeting will take place a few days after the AGM on 
February 7th. On the agenda at this meeting will be our participation in 
exercises designed by Deacon Dr. Faith Nostbakken and Rev. David Saude 
as part of the discernment process that Bishop Larry has asked us to 
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participate in. As mentioned in our last newsletter, Bishop Larry will be stepping 
down this year and a new Bishop will be elected at the Synod Convention in 
June. We will also schedule a session for congregation members to participate in 
the discernment process before or after one of our worship services on another 
Sunday in February. 
 
Although Council meetings are normally scheduled for the second Wednesday of 
every month, we have moved the February meeting date forward by a week as 
the 14th is Ash Wednesday. We look forward to seeing you at our Soup Suppers 
before Thursday night services during Lent!  
 
Rose Schlegl 
Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca 

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD  
IN THE SANCTUARY  

AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP 
(APPROX. 12:00PM) 
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Glory 50 Plus Christmas Dinner 
 

Forty–five Glory 50 Plus friends gathered at the Broadmoor 
Golf Club for a Christmas dinner. Myrna Zilm served as our 
capable MC as she invited a few individuals to tell us how the 
holiday was celebrated in their younger years. Others shared 
some jokes. The group sang Christmas carols and enjoyed a 
delicious turkey dinner. 
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Table gifts were prepared by Group Two for the Glory 50 
Plus dinner. Even Mr. Grinch made an appearance at the 
event, but after spending time with his new Glory friends, 
he developed a BIG red, (sequined), soft heart!  
(MZ behind the camera.) 
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Not just a janitor….. 

Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own;
 
but this one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly

 
call of God in Christ Jesus.   

Philippians 3:13-14 

It is said that President John F Kennedy was visiting NASA in 1961. While he was 
there, he shook hands with hundreds of members of the wider NASA team. He 
shook the hand of a guy wearing a janitor’s coverall. 

“What do you do?” asked the President. 

“Why, I send men to the moon Sir!” said the janitor. 

If the janitor only thought in terms of his role, he might have told JFK that he mopped 
floors or emptied bins. But he was part of one team with one shared vision and 
purpose – so he knew that keeping the place clean and tidy was an important part of 
the overall mission.  

As you look around our congregation you can see the different roles your friends, 
family and church leaders have. One may see that the grounds and buildings are 
properly maintained, others may be working with Sunday School teachers, acolytes, 
the communion team, choir and musicians. Still others help plan services, serve 
coffee, serve meals to the poor. Others may focus on managing the funds, be a 
prayer partner or ensure the technical part of our existence runs without glitches.  

None of us are here just to make sure the lawn is mowed, the little kids get into their 
costumes for the Christmas concert, or the offerings are properly counted for. You 
are all here because you are working together to proclaim the love and saving power 
of God in this particular time and place. 

Being a part of a healthy church leadership team - Church Council - is one way you 
can respond to the “how can I help the mission of Glory Lutheran Church ” question. 

 There are many committees, groups, many hands-on and prayerful ways that you 
can be a part of. It is a call from God.  

The Council Nominations Committee may be coming to speak with you to prayerfully 
consider bringing your wisdom, skills, strength and talents to the 2024 council and 
help us work together so that our efforts may glorify and honour God.   

If you have any questions on how you can get involved please contact Donna 
Dawson (Congregational Representative) , Rhonda Berg (Council) or Rose Schlegl 
(Council Chair). 

Prayer: Help us to keep our eyes on you, as we perform the tasks before us. Help us 
remember the big picture of our purpose – in this moment, and in all the days to 
come. In your holy name, we pray amen. Adapted from Paulette Cresswell a retired ELCA Pastor, USA 
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Harry Buchholz - 1939-2024 
 
 

We are sad to announce that Harry Buchholz  
passed away the morning of January 9, 2024.  

 

A funeral will be held at Glory Lutheran 
Church on February 10th, at 12 noon. 

 

We mourn with Harry's wife, Olga, his family, and 
friends. The Glory congregation gives thanks for 
his life and prays for those who mourn with the 

hope of the resurrection. 
 

A livestream of the service will be available:  
https://www.glorylutheran.ca/funeral-service-harry-buchholz.html 

 
Obituary: 

https://edmontonjournal.remembering.ca/obituary/harry-buchholz-1089268572 
 

 
Laurene Kiel - 1936-2023 

 

It is with great sorrow and thanksgiving for a life 
well lived that we announce the passing of 

our sister in Christ, Laurene Kiel,  
on December 29, 2023. 

  
A memorial service took place on January 

13th, 2024, at Glory. 
 

 
 A recording of the service is available:  

https://www.glorylutheran.ca/memorial-service-laurene-kiel.html  
 

Obituary: 

https://edmontonjournal.remembering.ca/obituary/laurene-kiel-1089246614 

https://www.glorylutheran.ca/memorial-service-laurene-kiel.html
https://edmontonjournal.remembering.ca/obituary/harry-buchholz-1089268572
https://www.glorylutheran.ca/memorial-service-laurene-kiel.html
https://edmontonjournal.remembering.ca/obituary/laurene-kiel-1089246614
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Journey 
Spiritual Our  

GIFTS HAPPEN – as a part of OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY.  
Yes, stuff that we are given, or give, such as Christmas or Birthday or 
“Surprise!” gifts.   But how about -- EVENTS that happen in our lives?  
WHEN THINGS DO HAPPEN in our lives, do we really “see” or notice?  
And could some or all be -- GIFTS that we are receiving?  
  
How about a surfboard -- flying directly at you through the air?!  
More on that, later, but first, examples of GIFTS:    
+ God gave us the gift of Jesus Christ, Our Savior – out of love for us, and   
+ the Wise Men gave gifts in recognition and celebration of God’s Gift,  
+ and we give gifts, as a part of that spirit of giving.    
  
Do we give gifts because WE CARE, or love?  GOD GAVE THE GIFT OF 
JESUS FOR US BECAUSE HE LOVES US!  My wife Ava sends birthday 
cards to her sisters and brothers and some send her birthday cards, but she 
continues to send them to all because she cares and loves them.  
  
GIFTS that we care most about are gifts which include a gift of love that goes 
with them.  Otherwise they are often just things we get.  
In response to a caring gift, we are THANKFUL, and say, “Thank you”, in 
words or deeds, right?  Well, God the Father gave us the gifts of Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit – how often do you thank God for that gift in prayer?  
  
So when stuff happens to us in our lives that are “good”, do we really notice 
[or, did we “take it for granted”, or say I’m “lucky” or “fortunate”];   
+OR, do we take time to give thanks to God for the good we got?  
When good stuff happens to you, it can be GOD AT WORK IN YOUR LIFE – 
tell Him: Thanks! through prayer.  Try to feel His love for you!  
Then take some of your thankfulness and love and share it with others.  
  
MAYBE it’s a little like a trip I took to visit a friend in San Diego.  I drove down 
the southern California seacoast before I went into the Air Force.  It was 
“beach country”, not long after surfing had been noticed by the world for the 
first time.  From the “beach” movies back then and pop culture, I knew this 
was where Surfers ride the waves, knew about 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page. 

“hang ten”, “barrels” and  “beach breaks”, and “Woodies” -- station wagons 
with wood panels on the sides, long enough to carry “long boards” [full-
length wooden surf boards] – which were becoming fewer and fewer.  
 [And so in our world, experiences happen to us.   “Stuff happens” like it did 
for the people in the first Christmas, or the Wise Men, and to all of us!  Do 
we really notice?  And then, what do we make of it, & do with it?]  
  
So I’m driving south with very little traffic in a speed zone, and I round a 
tight curve in time to see a little distance in front of me on the other side is a 
car pulling onto the highway without looking, right in front of a car in the on-
coming lane toward me, and BANG!     
Next, I notice that the car on the highway coming toward me is a classic 
“Woodie” with a surf board on top, just like in the movies, and that crash 
instantly stops it.  
  
Then I see that the surfboard on top has been launched and is now heading 
airborne directly toward me.  I begin to slow and think that this is like in the 
movies.    
I say a little prayer and get ready to maneuver the car, and watch and 
think.  Next, the surfboard hits the ground and slides directly toward my car 
as pavement grinds off the fin underneath, still coming.  
  
Then the surfboard slows down and stops about a car length directly in 
front of me, and I say, “Thank you”, and “Wow!”    Everything seems to 
pause for a moment, and then all the usual stuff happens.  Traffic 
stops.  People are everywhere, helping, watching, talking, gesturing.  
Later, I drive around the surfboard still on the ground and past the wreck, 
and say another little prayer.  Then I realize that everyone else there didn’t 
even notice there was a surfboard involved – it was still on the highway, 
alone.   So, “stuff happens”; some people notice, some don’t.  For me, I 
was aware of GIFTS that happened that day, including being able to 
continue safely on my journey.    
  
Events in our lives can include GIFTS of GOD’S BLESSINGS for us.  We 
are all on our SPIRITUAL JOURNEY, God loves YOU, and that can be 
expressed in many ways, some surprising.   Remember to give thanks. 
                                         
Together in Christ,   
Gary                                                                                 
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Dear Beloved of God -  

May grace and peace be yours in 
abundance (I Peter 1:2a).   

Why not begin the new year with 
something NEW!  Begin 2024 with a 
“Blessing of Your Home,” or your 
church, as the season of Epiphany 
begins.   

The gospel of Matthew records that 
when the magi saw the shining star 

stop overhead, they were filled with joy.  “On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother” (Matthew 2:10-11).  In the home, Christ is met in family 
and friends, in visitors and strangers.  In the home, faith is shared, nurtured, and 
put into action.  In the home, Christ is welcome.  

Twelfth Night (January 5th) or another day during the season of Epiphany offers 
an occasion for gathering with friends and family members for a blessing of the 
home, perhaps using the following four-fold model.  Someone may lead the 
greeting and blessing, while another person may read the scripture passage.  
Following an eastern European tradition, a visual blessing may be inscribed with 
white chalk above the main door; for example 20 + CMB + 24. The numbers 
change with each new year.  The three letters stand for either the ancient Latin 
blessing, Christe mansionem benedica, which means, “Christ, bless this house,” or 
the legendary names of the magi (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar).  

Greeting – May peace be to this house and to all who enter here.  By wisdom a 
house is built and through understanding it is established; through knowledge its 
rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. (see Proverbs 24:3-4)   

Reading – As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this household, let us listen to 
the words of scripture.  Read John 1:1-4, 14, 16.  

Inscription – Write the inscription above the entrance to your home:  

20 + CMB + 24 as the following is spoken:    

The magi of old, known as   

C Caspar  

M Melchior, and  

B Balthasar   

Bishop’s Message - January 2024 

continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

Followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell among us  

20  two thousand  

21  24 and twenty-four years ago.  

+ Christ, bless this house,  

+ and remain with us through the new year.   

Prayer of Blessing – O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the 
shining light of a star.  We pray that you bless this home and all who live 
here with your gracious presence.  May your love be our inspiration, your 
wisdom our guide, your truth our light and your peace our benediction; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen  

Then everyone may walk from room to room, blessing the house with 
incense or by sprinkling with water, perhaps using a branch from the 
Christmas tree.  

Blessing upon your homes this new year!  

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you many 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13).  

In Christ Jesus – Shalom, + Larry 

DEAR HEAVENLY FATHER  
You are an awesome God. 

You have blessed me with sisters and brothers 
And my life with your blood you have bought. 

You have given me good health 
So I can help others.  

For those who have less, 
I know I've been blessed  

I want to share  
To show you I’m fair, 

For you are the reason 
I can do this every season. 

To share with those around me 
And to be all that I can be. 

 Thank you heavenly father  
For all my sisters and brothers. 

 
By Sirkka K. 
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Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
Please note that Heidi may be working from home.   

Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during office 
hours.  Please call the office if you would like to visit the church. 

22577 Hwy 16,  
Sherwood Park, Alberta,  

T8A 4T7 

 

Phone: 780.416.9594 E-mail:  glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm  E-mail:  pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca  
Check out our Website:  www.glorylutheran.ca 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

January 20 YOUTH Games and Homemade Pizza Night 4:00pm 

Jan. 24, Mar. 13 & 27 Women’s Group Bagged Lunch 12:00pm 

February 2-4 YOUTH Retreat at Kuriakos 

February 4 Glory Lutheran Church AGM—after worship 12:00pm 

February 14 Ash Wednesday Service 7:00pm 

February 22-March 21 Lenten Soup Suppers—Thursdays 6:00pm  

February 22-March 21 Lenten Services—Thursdays 7:00pm  

March 24 Lenten Cantata “Canticle of the Cross” during Worship 

March 28 Maundy Thursday Service 7:00pm 

March 29 Good Friday Service 10:30am 

March 31 Easter Sunday Service 10:30am 

Tuesdays Praise Band Rehearsal 7:00pm 

Thursdays Confirmation 6:30pm (except during school breaks) 

 Choir 7:30pm  

2nd Thursdays Worship at Strathcona Care - Monthly 10:15am 

Last Thursdays Worship at Hardisty Care Centre - Monthly 10:00am 

Sundays Worship 10:30 am (Communion 2
nd 

& 4
th
  Sundays) 

No Sunday School on long weekends. 


