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Special thanks to Rhonda & Tim Berg for  
delivering the Reverse Advent Calendar Food Bank Donations!   

Thank you everyone for helping fill the shelves of our local food bank!  
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continued on next page... 

January 2023 

Message from Pastor Markus 

Good News. New Year. New Opportunity. 

Dear friends and members of Glory, 

During the season of Epiphany churches have traditionally focused on world 
mission. Since the Magi from the East, otherwise known as “the wise men”, 
followed the star to Bethlehem and then carried the good news of Jesus to their 
homeland, Christians have used the weeks between New Years and Ash 
Wednesday to learn about, gather funds for and engage in spreading the good 
news to the four corners of the world. Today, however, churches in Africa, Asia 
and South America are growing while those in the “West” or in the northern 
hemisphere, are shrinking. The mission field, as they say, has come to our door 
step. Today therefore, our focus should not be so much the evangelization of 
people in the former colonies of European empires but rather the evangelization 
of ourselves, our own families, our neighbors and society.  

How will our children have faith? What kind of faith will they have? What is your 
faith and mine? As the certainties we once trusted about the world, ourselves 
and our society are shaken, how do we anchor ourselves, orient ourselves, live 
as Christians and follow Jesus? 

One of the Sunday readings from Scripture this month is from the gospel of 
John chapter 1. Jesus calls Andrew and Simon (Peter), Philip and Nathanael to 
“come and see” and “follow me”. Jesus is calling and gathering people. And 
those people in turn called and gathered others. Their first step of faith was a 
physical one: going (or coming) to see. The second step of faith is also a 
physical one: following. Before these men could articulate faith, they came, saw, 
and followed Jesus. Before they understood anything, these men did 
something. Before Jesus taught them about God, he told them to “come and 
see” and “follow me”. That’s how Jesus “evangelizes”, brings good news to 
people. Jesus is in fact the good news. Therefore he invites us to come and see 
and follow it/him.  

Someone has put it this way: “In an incoherent world we cannot rationalize our 
way into meaning, we have to act our way into meaning.” Put differently, “when 
we don’t know what to do we have to try stuff.” 
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Here is my invitation: Why don’t we try to be more active about getting 
together to worship, to study Scripture, to spend time with each other discussing 
our questions about God, Jesus, life, ourselves, the world, and everything? Last 
year at this time a small group was meeting online with me on Sunday evenings 
to do just that. So why not do it again? I suggest we meet alternatingly in person 
and online, as people are able and comfortable. We could meet at the church or 
in someone’s home one week and then on ZOOM the following week. The day 
of the week I propose is Friday from 7 to 9 pm. 

Whether you are intrigued or only remotely interested in being part of this group, 
give me a call or send me an email, and I’ll include you in the planning. You can 
let me know your own ideas. Let’s “come and see” what Jesus is calling us to 
and follow his invitation to share the good news.  

Peace and Joy during this month of newness! 

Pastor Markus 

...continued from previous page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact:  Lizzy DeCorby  

Glory & Mount Olivet Lutheran Churches Joint Youth Coordinator 
youth.coordinator@glorylutheran.ca 

 

If you haven’t received an email from our new Youth Coordinator, and are 
interested in receiving updates on Youth Events around Sherwood Park and 
Edmonton, please reach out to her at the above email address.  If you are 
comfortable sharing your youth's phone number with her, she can add them to 
a WhatsApp text messaging group where she can chat directly with the youth.  
 

Please throw any event ideas (rock climbing, concerts, skating, festivals, 
baking, art etc.) her way and she’ll work to make them happen this year! 
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Maybe you don't think you are ready - but God does. 

The story of Moses' life is one we all know pretty well. Even those with no Biblical 
knowledge have images of him boldly leading the people of Israel through the raging 
storm while crossing the Red Sea, or know of his bold, impassioned demand to the most 
powerful man on earth when he told the Egyptian Pharoh "LET MY PEOPLE GO!" 

In fact - if you do an image search for "Moses" here are the top results:  

The real Moses had more subtle characteristics than those depicted in the photos. 

A poor speaker, lacking confidence, with a bad temper - he was a lot more human than 
the popular version would imply. 

One thing that is striking about Moses is how much self-doubt he expressed. 

God directly tells him to do something - and his response (on several occasions) is basi-
cally "but what if it doesn't work? what if I can't do it?" 

Each time God essentially reassures him with "because I am God and I am with you" 

It's easy to lose our calm, focus, or our confidence when we think we aren't prepared for 
some difficult task. When we think we're underqualified it’s easy to say “no, not me”.  

Maybe you don't think you are ready - but God does. 

See Committee and Council Opportunities on pages 6&7. 

(Adapted with permission from George Watts devotions -missionary in Burundi, Rwanda and Kenya also a 
cousin to Tim and Paul Berg) 



 

5 

Council Highlights 

January 2023 

Our council meetings in December and January dealt primarily with budget and planning 
for 2023 and preparation for our upcoming Annual General Meeting (“AGM”).   This year 
the AGM will be held on Sunday, February 26, 2023, and we hope you’ll all become 
involved by attending the meeting to be held after our worship service that morning.   

We are also hoping that some of you will become involved by agreeing to serve on 
council or one of our many committees in the year ahead.  During the next few weeks, 
Nominations Committee members will be reaching out to members of our congregation 
to ask for your consideration and consent to have your name stand for election to Glory's 
Congregational Council.  There are many roles and many different ways in which you 
can be of service to your church family here at Glory and to the larger 
community.  Descriptions of some of these roles and committees are set out on other 
pages of this newsletter. 

This year we are particularly in need of people who may be interested in becoming 
involved in committees such as Congregational Life and Community 
Outreach.  Without the work done by members of the Congregational Life committee, for 
example, we would be unable to hold soup suppers in connection with our Lent services.  
We are looking forward to the return of the Lenten Soup Suppers for the first time since 
March of 2020!  And thanks to members of the Community Outreach committee, we are 
able to give back to the larger community through our involvement in organizations such 
as the Inner City Pastoral Ministry, and in initiatives such as our recent Reverse Advent 
collection of food for the Strathcona Food Bank.  Thank you to all of you who donated 
to the Reverse Advent food drive, and special thanks to Rhonda & Tim Berg for 
delivering that truck full of food! 

Although most of our council positions require no special skills or education, we are also 
in need of an individual with the interest and skills to take on the financial oversight 
provided by the Treasurer.  Our current Treasurer, Lynda Kiel, will be stepping down 
from this role after 12 years of service.  Thank you, Lynda, for your many years of 
service in this important role and your significant contributions to our Glory community! 

Please take some time to think and pray about serving on our church council.  It is an 
opportunity to share gifts God has given you with the wider community of the church.  
There is also a sense of reward and fellowship that comes with that service.  Feel free to 
talk to the Nominations Committee or anyone on council if you would like more 
information. 

Respectfully, Rose Schlegl, council.chair@glorylutheran.ca 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has 
received.  Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with 
the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the 

glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.   1 Peter 4:10-11 

mailto:Council.chair@glorylutheran.ca
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COMMITTEE AND COUNCIL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The Glory Nomination Committee welcomes you to consider volunteering for 
Church Council -  to share in the joy of being elected by the congregation to provide 
guidance for a three year term; to deliberate and make decisions about the policies, 
practices and plans for the future of our church. 

Council is guided by our constitution and is responsible for specific areas of church life 
-- such as Youth & Children, Worship & Music, Education, Finance & 
Stewardship,  Congregational Life, Property & Facilities, Community Outreach as well 
as the care, support and encouragement of our pastor.  

CHAIR & VICE-CHAIR: Our council chair and vice chair maintain oversight of the 
council and have general oversight of the life and activities of the congregation. 
Together, with council, they are responsible for ensuring that everything is done in 
accordance with the word of God, the faith and practises of the ELCIC, the constitution, 
bylaws, resolutions, purposes and principles of Glory Lutheran Church. 

PASTOR: Pastor Markus is the voice of spiritual leadership and wisdom at Council 
meetings and participates in a consultative role. A Mutual Ministry committee provides 
care for the well-being of the Pastor.  

WORSHIP & MUSIC: The Worship Committee works tirelessly to provide worshipful 
experiences for you through readings, music, the altar guild, children’s stories and 
visual arts.  

FACILITY EVENTS: The Facilities Committee is responsible for the promotion and 
rental of the facility space. Our facility provides opportunities for others (both from our 
congregation and the community) to gather for many occasions.  

CREATION CARE: The creation care team loves our earth and feels this life in the dirt 
under their bent knees! The blessing of a land site to honour and serve God goes far 
beyond the 44 acres and spreads into areas such as recycling, conscientious use of 
lighting, etc.  

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE: This committee provides leadership in ministries which 
deepen the spiritual life and support the care & well being of the congregation including 
supporting outreach, work groups, guest speakers and the many special events that 
bring joyous fellowship to our congregation.  

PROPERTY: The property committee works hard in all areas of our property making it 
safe for all to enjoy. The property team oversees the lawn care, painting, wiring, etc 
needs of our church.  

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE: The stewardship committee provides leadership in the 
management of the congregational funds. Their strong, confident financial 
understanding and creative energy results in the congregation stepping out in faithful 
giving. The Finance team oversees audits, maintaining the church funds, and budget 
preparation.  24 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH: This committee focuses on programs that will reach 
out to those both within and outside of our congregation. They focus on initiatives 
that extend our care in various ways to the less fortunate of our community or 
world.  

EDUCATION: This committee has a special responsibility for providing leadership 
in adult and children’s education - to assist persons to grow in grace, faith and 
knowledge. This includes Vacation Bible School, supporting, recruiting, motivating 
and equipping Sunday School teachers and superintendents.   

ALL COUNCIL & COMMITTEES: The council needs the leadership of members 
who are willing, not only to give of their time and thoughtful opinion, but also to 
make, at times, difficult decisions and even risk a little criticism from other 
members. They are accountable to the Church Body through scheduled and special 
congregational meetings. Council meets monthly, at emergency meetings should 
the need arise, as well as participate in an annual planning retreat to appraise the 
present state of the church and clarify its near and long range future plans. 

Prospective council members need not have experience in church leadership. 
(Here is where you get that experience.) There is no race, gender or age 
requirement (other than being confirmed and with mature judgment). There is no 
education, career or financial qualification. Genuine faith and willingness to speak 
and work for the glory of God is what we need and ask for. 

Church members who have a genuine love for Jesus Christ and HIS church; who 
are concerned about God's will and the mission and direction of their church; and 
who are willing to speak up and work for the betterment of this community, the 
family of faith called Glory Lutheran Church, are all potential candidates for council. 

Over the next few weeks, Donna Dawson and Rhonda Berg, your Council 
Nominations Committee, are excited to meet with those of you who feel the calling 
to be a part of Glory’s church council.  

Take time to pray and consider how you may be a part of this ministry. If we have 
not approached you yet, please call, text, email, or elbow us in the narthex and say 
“I'm in”.  

PRAY THIS 

God who led your people out of Egypt, 
who performed miracles. 
You used ordinary, flawed, bad-tempered, doubtful people. 
I'm not sure I'm up for the tasks I feel called to. 
Remind me in real, tangible ways of your presence. 
Lord, I believe you are good and are with me. 
Amen 
 

Many Blessings, Rhonda  & Donna 

Rhonda Cell: 780-449-6682    Email: secretary@glorylutheran.ab.ca 

mailto:secretary@glorylutheran.ab.ca
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Journey Journey 
Spiritual Spiritual  

Our  Our  

 continued on next page... 

We are now in "EPIPHANY"  of the CHURCH YEAR.  Epiphany is meant to 
make a difference in Our Spiritual Journey. 

Epiphany Day was -- the second biggest festival day in the Church Year, 
focused on the early life of Jesus.  Then Christmas and Advent were separated & 
put before it and Christmas became #2. 

Epiphany means showing/disclosing/revealing -- God coming here on earth in a 
new way – through the birth and life of Jesus, God’s Son – for his people and to 
be with his people. 

Epiphany starts with Jesus’ birth.  No, not the Christmas Eve birth! Think:  Wise 
Men, the “Magi”, who arrived after “Silent Night” and Jesus’ birth.  Long trip by 
camel, started long before Jesus’ birth. GUIDED by a star’s LIGHT to where 
Jesus was born.  Then they worshipped Jesus as God-revealed-to-the-people of 
the world in this new life-changing, and history-changing, way.   

Epiphany’s main symbol is light [from the starlight for Jesus’ birth]:      
-- the light of Christ overcoming darkness,                                              
-- the light revealing God’s love for his people,                                         
-- the light that pushes back the dark of sin and death,                                                    
-- the “Light of the World” – Jesus. 

So Epiphany’s “light” then, and now, is GOD’S LOVE REVEALED through 
Jesus to His people -- including you and me. 

Then,  WHAT ABOUT US?   Have we “seen the light“?    Do we know who Jesus 
is?  Do we really feel the love of God  for us – in our lives?  Do we REVEAL 
God’s love through how we live our lives as Christians? 

A STORY:   HE was sitting on a park bench one day, enjoying warm sun, 
humming a tune from somewhere in his memory.  A teen walked by, stopped and 
said how much she liked that tune, explaining that the song had made it clear to 
her how much God loved her even though she was 3 or 4 when she first learned 
it.  Her mother sang it to her after her bedtime story and prayer, and she loved to 
hear it in church even now.  –  The teen walked on, but the man was changed 
forever.  That short, innocent conversation REVEALED what had been buried 
long ago for him – and he suddenly put a name to that tune:  “Jesus loves me, 
this I know...”   His faith was re-kindled; Jesus was alive for him! 
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...continued from previous page. 

We are called by God to share the light of God’s love through Jesus Christ.  We 
are called to reveal it -- through what we say and do – God’s love to others 
as shown through us, by what we do and what we say. 

Washington State has a beach with sand dollars and the next one with starfish 
that we like to visit when visiting Ava’s relatives out that way.  We heard about 
an encounter on the beach with the starfish.  Tourist:  walking down the beach, 
noticed a younger man picking up starfish that had been washed up on the 
beach with the tide and were stranded when the water went down.  Picking up 
each starfish, he tossed them back into the ocean until the tourist stopped him 
and asked what he was doing.  Younger man: “The starfish would die if left on 
the beach when the sun became hot”.  Tourist thought for a moment and said, 
“The beach is long and there are thousands of starfish.  How can your efforts 
make any difference?”  The young man looked at the starfish in his hand, threw 
it to the safety of the waves and said, “It makes a difference to that one.” 

Share the light of the world, the love of God through Jesus, with another person 
this week. Make a difference.  That’s what Epiphany is all about – God lovingly 
REVEALING himself to us – and us lovingly sharing the light and love of God 
with others – with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Blessings of the Epiphany Season,                                                      

Gary 

 

PS:   Epiphany Day is: January 6.  

 Epiphany Season takes us from Jan.6 up to Lent.  

 THE WISE MEN are thought by historians to be from Babylonia, and were 
expecting the appearance of a world savior, as had been prophesied 
thousands of years earlier by their Zoroastrian religious leaders.  They 
saw the light, they came – Have Light, Will Travel!   The idea of Christ 
coming was revealed for us through the Old Testament, just as Jesus was 
born on earth into a Jewish earthly family.  But there are others in the 
world who history tells us waited for the coming of Christ.  Remember 
Jesus saying, “I have sheep that are not of this flock.”  Or consider the 
disciple’s realization that Jesus came for “Gentiles” [non-Jews] as well as 
Jewish people.  So the Wise Men we could say were the first Gentiles 
who recognized Jesus as King, the Promised One. 
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THANK YOU SERVICE VOLUNTEERS!  
 
Thank you to all who assisted with service tasks these past months.  We 
very much appreciate your help.  As always, we still require your help to create 
our worship experience.  On Glory's website, there will soon be an online sign-
up form for service tasks.  As we are emerging from an unprecedented time of 
the Covid pandemic, our needs have changed for these tasks. Updated 
definitions of each service task will also be posted online to see if these duties 
might interest you. 
 

We will still continue to be in touch via phone with those who have requested 
this contact method. The updated task list will be available each week at 
service times on Sunday morning. 
 

Thank you again for your participation in Glory's weekly services. 
 

Thanks, Esther and Glenda 

Thank you to everyone at Glory Lutheran Church  
Funeral Committee, Kitchen Volunteers, Musicians, Greeters, Ushers & all who 
contributed to Mom’s Memorial Service. Mom so loved her church family & 
would have been so thrilled to know she had touched so many lives over the 
years. I cherish the beautiful cards with such personal & overwhelming 
messages filled with your own special stories & memories about Mom. I 
especially want to thank everyone for your support & words of encouragement 
over the years.  
 
From Debbie Kehn &  
the Family of Norma Fisher 
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Annual General Meeting 
Sunday, February 26 

 
The meeting will be held  

at the church after Sunday Worship 
(approximately 12:15 p.m.) 

 
The option to join the meeting via zoom 
 will be available. Details will follow in 

the e-news, in our weekly bulletins, and 
on Glory's website closer to the date. 
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Dear Beloved of God -  

“In the time of King Herod…,” that’s 
how the story begins.  

“In the time of King Herod….” He built 
monumental structures including the 
Second Jewish Temple, the 
mountaintop palace at Masada and 
the palatial Herodium complex whose 
desert palace included a grand 
residence, a theater and large pools, 

baths, and gardens. When his position was seemingly threatened, he did not 
hesitate for a second but had his wife killed and at least two of his sons.  

“In the time of King Herod….” He dominates the story. Of the twelve verses of 
the Epiphany Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12, he controls the action in ten of them. He 
rules a world dominated by his authority, his power, his ruthlessness. K 

ing Herod so rules over the world, over this story, that it would be easy to miss 
the good news of the birth of an infant for it is almost buried, almost hidden, 
almost veiled in the reality dominated by Herod.  

It is no wonder then that he, and all of Jerusalem with him, are stunned by the 
arrival of foreigners from the East who come to Jerusalem wishing to pay tribute 
to a “child who has been born king of the Jews.” It frightens him, and all 
Jerusalem and he moves quickly to control, to assess, to dominate calling the 
religious leaders together and then secretly meeting the visitors.  

And later we will learn that Herod had been fooled by these wise foreigners – 
fooled but not beaten. He fights back as cruelty does and has all the infants 
slaughtered.  

“In the time of King Herod….”  

This is not an easy, gentle story – but the gospel writer, Matthew’s witness, 
does not shy away from recognizing that the good news of Jesus – of the birth 
of the Christ-child, “the king of the Jews” is surrounded by, it is immersed in, 
harsh reality. And that beneath this reality as defined by Herod – almost hidden, 
almost veiled – is the truth.  

Foreigners arrive in Jerusalem with wealth to place at feet of an infant. And, in 
this act of homage, they become the first to see what God is up to in the birth of 
this child. An epiphany which means something like manifestation, or unveiling, 
or revealing the truth. That the steadfast love of God is met in the flesh and 

Bishop’s Message - January 2022 

continued on next page... 



 

13 

...continued from previous page 

blood of Jesus, born of Mary and that it is veiled, revealed in weakness, hidden 
in poverty, seen in helplessness.  

The gospel writer’s witness invites us to see that the epiphany is not obvious. 
Rather, it is fragile, tenuous, dreamlike, as vulnerable as an unnoticed baby in a 
god-forsaken little village, witnessed to by foreigners, in a land ruled by Herod.  

And this is where we find ourselves. For if we are to be a people who seek to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ, “in the time of King Herod,” then we are invited to see 
God at work in the hidden, veiled, fragile, tenuous, vulnerable, weak, poor; in 
people and places and events one would hardly notice at all.  

For what child is this whose epiphany is so quiet, so unobtrusive, little more than 
a whisper and yet this one is known, is revealed in the sharing of a little piece of 
bread and a sip of wine?  

For what child is this whose epiphany is so fragile, so veiled, in a village fifteen 
kilometers from the center of power in Jerusalem and yet this one is baptized, 
and we are ourselves, baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit, are named and claimed children of God?  

For what child is this whose birth in a manger is witnessed hardly at all, and who 
is killed on a cross, arms flung wide open embracing the whole world. A story 
from start to finish surrounded by loss and grief and yet a story that ends in 
surprising, new life?  

“In the time of King Herod….” And soon this family will be running to Egypt.  

God give us eyes, new eyes, to see You at work among us. And then nurtured 
in the water and the Word of our baptism, nourished in the communion meal, 
and upheld in community move us to action for the fragile, tenuous, vulnerable, 
weak, poor. 

In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, +Larry  

11 
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O Lord, we pray for the desire for justice.  Move us to share 
our wealth with the homeless, the hungry, and the 

oppressed.  Send us your Spirit to help us, we pray, in 
Jesus' name.  Amen. 
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Find information and register here:  https://form.jotform.com/230106407903244  

WITNESS at the CROSS: A Beginners Guide to Holy Friday 
 

Synod-Wide Lenten Bible Study 
online each Tuesday in Lent  

beginning February 21, 2023 at 9 am or 7pm 

https://albertasynod.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6304b17399de08b4acc6749&id=9062e8e5ee&e=e1b79b3d6f
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

January 22 Rental 1:30pm 

February 5 Rental 1:30pm 

February 9 Worship at Strathcona Care Center 10:15am 

February 26 AGM 12:15pm 

Tuesdays Praise Band Rehearsal 7:00pm 

Thursdays  Confirmation 6:30pm  

 Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm  

Sundays Worship 10:30 am (Communion 2
nd 

& 4
th
  Sundays) 

FACILITY BOOKING 

 

Our church is returning to our usual busy place with activities from within and 
without of our congregation. It is important to book space and time so there 
are no conflicts. Check the website (glorylutheran.ca) on the drop down menu 
under Contact Us. Click on Facility Booking Request Form and fill out the 
ONLINE APPLICATION to book your space and time. Or call the church office 
and speak with Heidi. If you want to confirm that a space is free, call the church 
office or check the Calendar on the website on the drop down menu. 
 

Committees: Please ensure the office is aware of your meeting dates and 
times, however small your group may be.  If you can, please also write them on 
the wall calendar in the office so it can easily be seen by others looking to use 
the space. 
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Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
Please note that Heidi may be working from home.   

Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during office 
hours.  Please call the office if you would like to visit the church. 

22577 Hwy 16,  
Sherwood Park, Alberta,  

T8A 4T7 

 

Phone: 780.416.9594 E-mail:  glory.office@glorylutheran.ca 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm  E-mail:  pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca  
Check out our Website:  www.glorylutheran.ca 

Finance 
Corner 

Update for  
January 1 to  

December 31, 2022: 

Actual Offering*:    $  308,724 
Budget Offering Goal*:  $  294,001 
Over by     $    14,723 
*(General Fund & Capital Building Fund) 

  

Thank you for your ongoing financial support. 

 

If you need any help with giving options (envelopes, PAR, 
or Canada Helps) please contact the church office. 

Please use treasurer@glorylutheran.ca  
when giving by e-transfer 

LIFE IN A NEW YEAR -- TAKE A MOMENT to consider:  
 

LIFE is a journey; I will live it trustingly: 
"though I walk through the valley of the shaldow...I will fear no evil for You are 
with me"  [Psalm 23:4] 
LIFE is a mission; I will live it helpfully: 
"Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another" [Eph.4:32] 
LIFE is a battle; I will live it courageously:  
"Be strong and of good courage;  don't be afraid; for the Lord your God is with 
you."  [Joshua 1:9] 
LIFE involves faithfulness, I will take time to worship my God: 
"Be faithful unto death, and I will give you a crown of life."  [Jesus in Rev.2:10b] 


