
 
A Pastoral Letter from Glory Lutheran Church Council and Pastor Markus 

 
Dear people of Glory Lutheran Church, 
 
Grace and peace be with you! 
 
Many of you are probably wondering what measures our church is taking in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Maybe you are wondering whether you should come to worship. It is so difficult to keep 
abreast of the developments as the situation develops, but one thing seems to be clear which is that 
staying physically apart is the most effective way to slow down the spread and eventually get rid of this 
virus. While the experts are working on a vaccine, the best and wisest course of action is to slow the 
spread of the disease (“flatten the curve”) by eliminating unnecessary contact with others.  
 
The following are specific ways that we as council and pastor of GLC decided to implement in order to 
reduce the risk of transmission in the context of our congregation, until the pandemic is officially 
declared as having ended in Alberta.  
 
We will not serve food or drink before or after worship or for any other event at the church. 
 
We will refrain from all hand to hand contact with each other. Our greeters and ushers have been 
instructed to greet you with a smile and a nod.  
 
We will take special care to sanitize all doorknobs frequently. (Disinfectant wipes will also be available 
for sound board, keyboards and microphones.) 
 
We will have signs directing worshipers to wash their hands and will have hand sanitizer available in key 
locations.  
 
Offering plates will be situated at the back of the sanctuary as you come in the doors. 
 
Those volunteers who count the offering are encouraged to wash thoroughly before and after counting 
and to use gloves (found in the kitchen). 
 
Worship choir will be cancelled until further notice. 
 
We encourage worshipers to spread out in the pews – two arms length between your family and the 
next. 
 
We will commune on communion Sundays with only bread, which will be placed into cupped hands with 
a clean utensil by an assistant. All worship assistants and leaders will clean their hands thoroughly 
before and during worship as required. 
 
We advise those who are feeling unwell in any way to stay at home until well again, and those who have 
travelled abroad recently to stay at home for two weeks.  
 
At this time Alberta Health Services (AHS) has not advised against church services under 250 people. 
However, if these rules change, we will inform you and may provide pre-recorded or other worship 



opportunities. In any case, as always, a recording of the sermon will be available on our website: 
www.glorylutheran.ca for those who are at home. 
 

************** 
 
As people of faith, let us pray for those who are sick, those who are grieving, and those who care for the 
sick. Let us pray for those who govern our province and nation, the international community, the health 
care community, for local doctors, nurses and support staff, infectious disease specialists, researchers 
and officials. Let us think about who might need our cheering up, a listening ear, or other help, perhaps 
through a phone call or an email. In this time of crisis, let us use every opportunity to draw closer to God 
by drawing closer to each other in new and different ways.  
 
Some of you may opt to physically isolate yourself from others for a period of time. That is a perfectly 
reasonable decision, especially if you are feeling unwell in any way, or if you have weak immunity in 
general. Maybe it is an opportunity for you to enjoy some things you can do on your own such as 
reading books or watching movies (happy ones!), relaxing, watching the birds return, cleaning out the 
basement, or whatever else can be done at home. Maybe God is granting us this time to be more 
relaxed about some things and more thankful for others. Meanwhile we should stay in touch with others 
by email, text and telephone.  
 
As Christians we are followers of the one who took up the cross. We carry the cross of Jesus as we do 
what is most helpful for our neighbor. We know a Savior who “carried our diseases" (Isaiah 53). We 
believe that those who are ill and those who care for them are especially close to God, the Good 
Shepherd (Matthew 25). God meets us in our needs through Jesus who died and rose again. As we walk 
through this season of Lent we look toward God's victory over disease and over death itself. We will one 
day look back and say, "Alleluia, Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed!" 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all! 
 
Pr. Markus and GLC Council 
 
P.S. If you would like to speak with Pastor Markus for pastoral care or general questions,  please email 
him at pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca  or give him a phone call at 780-909-6658 or at 780-428-1310. 
 
Others you can contact for general questions are as follows: 
Pat Becker: 780-998-5345, 780-239-5345 (cell) beckermp@telusplanet.net 
Aroon Sequeira: 780-901-9469 asequeira@sequeirapartners.com 
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