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Bells of Peace
November 11,
during our
Remembrance
Day
worship service,

bells rang 100
times to mark
100 years, to

Trumpet: Dave Hauf
“The Last Post”

commemorate
the end of the
First World War.

Violin:
Dayna
Nelson

Glory Choir

Handbells:
Pat Becker, Sophia Gregersen,
Owen McKinnon

KIDS’ CHURCH ☺
There will be no Kid’s Church on
December 23rd.
Classes will resume January 6th.

Community Outreach Committee
ICPM have asked our congregation to join their
Christmas gift giving plan, by purchasing gift
cards, in the amount of $35.00, from either
Superstore or Walmart.
There is a box on the table, in the Narthex, near
the exit doors, for you to deposit your gift
certificates.
The following list of items are also needed :
Waterproof ski gloves (M for women, L or XL for men) • Toques • Cotton socks •
Hoodies • Bus Tickets • Long underwear for Men and Women (M, L, or XL) •
Underwear for Men and Women
Please bring your gift cards and winter clothing items to the church by December 13th.

SOCK IT TO US
PROJECT
and the FOOD BANK:
One of our ongoing
projects is the collection of
work socks for the inner city.
Also, the Food Bank donations are very
important. The bins for these two projects will
continue to be in the Narthex. Thank you!
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As Advent approaches each year, members are invited to participate in the prayer
partner ministry. This year commencing Sunday, November 25, and continuing
Sunday, December 2 - collection of participant names takes place. Sunday,
December 9, and December 16 - participants choose their prayer partner for the
coming year.
Here is how the secret prayer partner ministry works:
You are invited to pray for the person you have selected as your prayer
partner and remember him/her with a card on their birthday and anniversary.
During the month of December 2019, you may choose to remember them with a
a small gift close to Christmas time and reveal yourself to your partner.
Questions/concerns please contact Minna Peever (780-473-5592)
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Message From Pastor Markus
Black Friday, Blue Christmas, and a White Wedding.
Do you remember the advent of Black Friday? It was maybe ten years ago that
Canadian retailers adopted the post-American-Thanksgiving shopping bonanza
as a way to get people to buy more. It is now the third biggest shopping day of
the year, with the day before Christmas Eve and Boxing Day in the lead. In
response, a Vancouver organization called “Ad-busters” initiated an unofficial
holiday from shopping, simply called “Buy Nothing Day”, to coincide with Black
Friday. The Ad-busters’ campaign is trying to make the point that we should think
about the impact our consumerism has on other people, the ecosystems of the
planet, and on our political and social life. As Christians we would also think
about the impact on our spiritual lives.
Christians are not anti-material. We believe in a God who created the world good,
and who came to earth in human (material) form. But Scripture again and again
warns us against worshiping material things (including people) of this world.
There are many stories and commandments against making and worshiping idols
in the Bible. Idols are portrayed in materialist terms: made of wood or stone, gold
or silver. Of course, the temple in Jerusalem was also made of such materials.
But the temple was built with the express purpose of worshiping the creator of the
entire material world, whom neither heaven nor earth can contain.
Christmas is arguably the most material of all holidays. It is about God becoming
flesh, the spiritual entering the material, as described in the story of the
conception of Jesus in Mary’s womb. But the biblical story, while being material,
is radically opposed to materialism. Jesus is born poor. The poor shepherds were
his first followers. While the wise men brought gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh, these gifts contrast with the poor child’s surroundings. The gifts have
spiritual meaning. In Jesus Christ God gives God’s very self to us, and therefore
wise people give what they have to the poor. Whenever the “spirit of giving” is
conjured up by advertisers, unless stores give stuff away for free, they are
denying this spirit. Whenever we turn from serving ourselves to serving our
neighbor the Spirit is at work.
Material gifts may not be the most important part of your holidays. But having
people there might be. A number of us will miss loved ones this Christmas. My
family will miss my father. His bodily presence was dependable like the seasons
for me over a period of 52 years. It hurts to not have him with us. So it will be a
“blue Christmas” this year. And yet, strangely, I’m beginning to feel closer to him,
perhaps even than when he was alive. I think of him more often than ever before.
I realize that my relationship to my father is through the spirit, and that our
physical relationship is not all that defines us. The more we think about what we
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are missing, the more real it becomes to us. It’s kind of like that with God and
Jesus, isn’t it? We long for the material kingdom of God to break into the world,
for an end to poverty, sadness, destruction, and death. We long for Jesus to be
physically present with us. In this longing he is already (or still) here, and the
kingdom is coming. That’s why we celebrate Advent and Christmas. It is the
period of longing for the one who came to earth. It is the longing for God, for the
kingdom, for the return of Jesus and the physical manifestation of
righteousness, truth, justice, and peace. May we experience this presence with
or without physical presents.
Following our “blue Christmas”, our family will get to celebrate a very joyful
event this year. My brother Benjamin is getting married to Amanda Smith on
December 29th at Glory! Congratulations Amanda and Benjamin! So from Black
Friday through blue Christmas to a White Wedding: I think this is going to be a
season like no other.
Peace be with you all!
Pr. Markus

WANTED! Hole sponsors
Did You Make PAR?
Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) Program
You have no doubt been following our progress as we “make PAR” on each of the
holes on the golf course in the Narthex! There are still seven holes left to play in order
to complete the course. YOU can help!!
1. Sign up for PAR if you have not already done so.
2. Become a hole sponsor!!
For each hole that is completed, a “hole sponsor” will contribute an additional amount
to Glory. Sponsorship opportunities are as follows:
Par 3 - $150 Par 4 - $200 Par 5 - $250
You also have the option of “co-sponsoring” a hole.
If you choose to become a hole sponsor, please put the amount in an offering envelope
and write “hole sponsor” on the outside.
If all 72 holes have been completed by the end of December, 2018 an additional bonus
will added bringing to Glory a total of an extra $2500!
Please contact a member of the stewardship committee with questions. (Aroon
Sequeira, Nic Ronsko, Tammy Kihn, Rose Schlegl, Pat Becker)
Thank you for making a positive difference to Glory’s financial well-being.
Please refer to the April edition of Church Matters on the church website for the why?
and how? of using the PAR system for our church. offerings.
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Council Highlights
Everywhere we look we see examples of you - Glory’s family - taking care of
those in our church and in our larger community.
76 We Care bags were sent out this year and donated clothing was recently
delivered to the Bissell Centre thanks to you and to the Outreach Committee.
We have reached another milestone in numbers of families signed up for PAR
(Pre Authorized Remittance). 49 families means that hole 12 on the Narthex
golf course is complete and a ‘hole sponsor’ has donated an amount of $250 to
Glory! Thank you for your help in increasing our church’s overall financial
stability.
The stewardship committee is collating your time and talent surveys and
ensuring our database is up to date. It is not too late to fill out a survey (you will
find copies in the Narthex) and it is never too late to help out in some small
way.
The newly formed “Green” committee will be known as the Creation Care
Support Team. We look forward to their guidance and initiative as we learn to
take better care of God’s creation at Glory.
Christmas Season Worship Services – On Christmas Eve, December 24,
there will be two services: a 4:00 p.m. candlelight service and a 7:00 p.m.
service with a more intimate atmosphere featuring real candlelight and
communion. The Christmas Day service will be on Tuesday, December 25 at
10:30 a.m.
Nomination Committee – Each year as approximately one third of council
members complete their terms, the nomination committee begins the process of
contacting members who feel a sense of call to let their name stand for
membership on church council. If you are moved to be involved in the life of
Glory in a way that supports the congregation in answering God’s call, please
contact Mark Becker, Irmgard Lindquist, or Intern Pastor Seth.
As you know, Tammy has stepped down from the council chair position as she
recovers from a setback to her health. As vice chairs of Glory’s church council,
John and I will be co-chairing until the annual meeting at the beginning of
February. Together we would like to wish you a very holy, blessed and joyful
Christmas.
Pat Becker
John Malcolm
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Is there someone in our church family you would like to thank? Please let Heidi in the
office know by way of the church email or call and we can include your special
“Thank You” in the next newsletter!!
Thank you to
Dave Hauf and Len Leippi
for delivering We Care bags and
clothes to the Bissell Centre.

Thank to Pastor Markus and Pastor Seth
for your prayers for Brother Glen and the
words of condolence from the
congregation. God Bless All. Love,
Keith Shelstad and Bill & Audrey Hansen

A sincere thank you from the congregational life committee
to the many members who responded to the requests for volunteer help this
past year. The events at our church - worship services, coffee time, Lenten
soup suppers, funerals, and so many other occasions - simply wouldn't be
possible without those of you who step forward to help. Help in the form of food
preparation, set-up, serving, clean-up . . . the list is long.

Thank you to the members of the prayer
chain for their many prayers over the past
year. If you want to be part of the prayer
chain or would like to request prayer, please
call Donna Dawson at 780-464-7566.
Thank you to those of you who have
donated $35.00 gift cards from Superstore
or Walmart for the Emmanuel Christmas
Gifts (ICPM). There is still time to put your
gift cards in the box in the Narthex.
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Arvin and Janet Magneson
Marriage experts often speak of the value of similar family history, religion, ethnicity, interests, and
education when choosing a life partner. Well, Arvin and Janet aced it in that department. Both with a
Norwegian background, they were raised on farms near Camrose, educated in the same area, attended
Lutheran churches, and eventually met while pursuing the same career. An exceptional foundation for their
successful 54 year marriage.
Arvin, who grew up on the farm, worked at Bethany Auxiliary Hospital while assisting on the family’s mixed
farming operation. His family attended Lutheran Church in Bawlf. Following High School in Camrose, he
took a Psychiatric Nursing course in Essondale, BC with BC Mental Health. After graduating from
Camrose Lutheran College in 1958, he returned to staff at Bethany Hospital. During his career as a
Licenced Practical Nurse (LPN) Arvin worked at the Colonel Mewburn – University Hospital, Glenrose
Children’s Hospital School, Allen Gray Auxiliary Hospital, Aberhart Sanatorium, and then the Glenrose
Hospital Spinal Cord and Brain Injury Department from which he retired in 2001.
He clearly did not understand the word “retirement” as he then joined the staff at the Good Samaritan’s
Gerald Zetter Centre as a part-time Team Leader where he worked for 11 years. While there, in 2012,
Arvin celebrated 41 years in nursing. Today he works as a Service Clerk at Save-On-Foods in Sherwood
Park – four hours/day - three days/week. Arvin calls it “paid exercise” – his way to “keep walking.”
In Arvin’s off duty time, he plays both organ and piano. He played organ at Mount Olivet Lutheran Church
during the ‘70’s when a team including Edith Sitler, Marnee Karl, Lynn Roper, and Eula Regehr shared
organ playing responsibilities.
Janet, grew up on the farm in the Kingman and Dinant area, attending Bethlehem Lutheran Church. After
completing school, she became a Licenced Practical Nurse. It was at this time she met Arvin. They
married in 1964. Janet worked at St. Mary’s General Hospital in Camrose. They attended Messiah
Lutheran Church in Camrose.
After moving to Sherwood Park in 1968, Janet was a stay-at-home Mom while she raised their three
children – Darren, Rhonda, and Kevin. Later, she returned to nursing at the Allen Gray Auxiliary Hospital
where she was employed for 27 years, retiring in 2002.
Today, Janet enjoys Norwegian cooking and baking. Her expertise shines when she makes the Norwegian
Wedding cake for special family occasions like her Mother’s 100th Birthday, and for the family weddings of
Rhonda, Kevin, and grandson Joel. Janet adds lefse, flatbread, scrolls and rosettes to her list of
Norwegian baking skills. They enjoy spending time with their children, their spouses, and four
grandchildren.
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Carol and Dani Dreger
With a twinkle in her eye, Carol tells of her most alarming experience in her
many years working in the finance and banking world. She stood at the front
desk working as a Customer Service Rep during the lunch hour. Her coworker sat in the cash cage nearby. A man walked to the counter, passing
her a note. She thought he was deaf and unable to talk. She read, “This is a
robbery. Give me your cash. I have a gun…” That’s as far as she got.
Without uttering a word, she opened the drawer and with a swooping motion
of her hand showed him she had no cash. In keeping with their staff training,
Carol turned to the cash cage and said, “We are being robbed. Give me the
money under the cash clip. (The cash clip, when opened, automatically turned on a camera that
would film the robber.) At that moment they noticed the would-be-robber turn and exit the building.
Carol, the youngest of Hilda and Alfred Lehmann’s three children, graduated from Salsibury High
School while she worked part-time at Sherwood Park Deli where she later became Assistant
Manager, hiring staff and ordering supplies. Her first business job was with Household Finance
where she was hired as a Clerk Typist despite failing the typing test, but excelling at the IQ test.
Later, she worked downtown at Household Trust in the mortgage department, managing estate
files, and term deposits.
When Carol married in 1992, they moved to Calgary where she worked part-time. She maintained
close contact with her sister Darlene, who lived in Leduc, by both driving to meet for lunch in Red
Deer. Daughter Dani (Danielle) was born in 1998. The family moved to Cloverdale BC (Surrey)
where Carol stayed home to care for Dani, returning to work when Dani was three.
When Carol’s marriage met some serious challenges, she and her husband enrolled in a
counselling program, PAIRS (Practical Application for Intimate Relationship Skills). Eventually
Carol became a co-leader in this program. Despite the program being helpful to Carol’s own
personal growth, her marriage ended in 2008. (Carol asked to have this part of her story told as
she speaks highly of the program and its major and positive impact on her life.)
About the same time, Carol’s Dad, Alfred, was terminally ill. By the time Carol moved to
Edmonton, her Mom Hilda, was a widow. Carol and Dani live with Hilda today, each finding their
own space in Hilda’s home, while happy to be together.
Carol, employed by BMO, moved from the Baseline branch to Summerwood where she is
Financial Services Manager. In her spare time, she works 3-4 evenings per month at the Citadel
Theatre as a House Captain. An avid traveler, Carol has visited Singapore, Malaysia, Tahiti,
Disneyland, Disney World, London, Cardiff, Mexico, and Disney Paris. (Loves Disney…)
Meanwhile, Dani, adjusted to the move from BC to Sherwood Park, was confirmed at Glory
Lutheran Church, graduated from high school and is completing her third year in Arts at the
U of A. This past summer Dani was accepted into the Disney College Program, working at Disney
World from May to August, an amazing experience. Dani plans to be married in June to Eithan
Moench who she met at Camp Kuriakas where they plan to hold their wedding.
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As we enter into the Advent season and start to make
preparations for Christmas, here’s a list of suggestions to help
encourage a ‘green’ holiday with your family and friends!
Choose a Living Tree
During their growth, trees contribute to air quality and almost 90% are recycled
into mulch; most are grown locally
Lower the Impact of Holiday Lighting
Consider using LED lights on the Christmas tree and outside the house.
Buy ‘Green’
Look for locally made gifts; choose gifts made from recycled resources; give
battery free presents.
Buy Less
Consider giving homemade edible gifts; give to charitable organizations;
simplify the family gift exchange by picking names and buying one present.
Earth Friendly Gift Wrapping
Avoid glossy foil or metallic wrap that cannot be recycled; consider reusable
gift bags and cloth totes; fold and save Christmas paper and ribbons to be
used again next year.
For a more extensive list of ideas, visit: learn.eartheasy.com

While you’re out shopping this season, please consider bringing your own bags
to help reduce the use of plastic! Need a reusable bag? Check out the Earth’s
General Store on Whyte Ave and take advantage of their ‘take a bag, leave a
bag’ program. Bags are donated by customers or handmade by
#boomerangbag YEG volunteers ☺
God’s peace and joy to all of you from the Creation Care Support Team.
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Message from Intern Pastor Seth
Many people want to know what will happen when my internship ends. The
short answer is that I don’t know. What I do know is that I will be seeking a call
once I am endorsed for ordination. This past month I spoke in detail with council
regarding my first call and how my internship will come to a close. I thought it
would be useful for the congregation if I wrote an article with a detailed account
of how the next 5 months will unfold for me.
If you didn’t know, my internship will end March 1st. Once I finish my internship I
will be worshiping at another congregation on Sundays. After spending the past
year and a half as an intern here at Glory I will need to find somewhere else to
worship because I have served in a ministerial capacity here. It is sad to leave
Glory behind but it is an important step for me to take. The seminary and all of
the synods encourage for there to be a clear ending of an internship with
pastoral care and general boundaries in mind.

Once March comes I will focus on my final academic push. In the first few
weeks of March I will go before the western bishops. In a process called
Colloquy the bishops will ask questions of me before they confer and hopefully
approve me for ordination. At that point I will officially be able to seek a call. A
month after Colloquy I will be back at the seminary and I will face a similar
vetting from the faculty. On May 3rd I am set to graduate if all things go
smoothly.
Our church council had a very important conversation about the end of my
internship. I understand that there are many people in the congregation that
would like me to stay. The seminary and the synods traditionally do not place
pastors in a first call that they interned at. It is unlikely that I will be called to take
a position here at Glory. It can be seen is a positive thing for myself to break
out on my own though.
There is a huge silver lining in this though. I have heard many remarks that I am
a good intern and I am a great help to Markus. It is encouraging to hear these
things from the people I serve. As a congregation you have to give yourself a lot
of credit. I want to say that this congregation has done a great job too. You are
all my teachers. This is an amazing congregation for an intern to be in. When it
comes time to say goodbye it will be difficult.
Yours in Christ,
Intern Pastor Seth Perry
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Bishop’s Message
Dear Beloved of God –
We are taught by the morning
newspaper headlines and by the
evening news broadcasts to know
names like: Donald Trump, Theresa
May, Emmanuel Macron, Kim Jongun, Vladimir Putin, Emperor Augustus,
Quirinius – governor of Syria.
Important people. Politicians, some of
whom use power, who keep records –
who announce that the world should
be registered – and the entire world moves at their command – even the poor and
the pregnant!
Rome reaches out its long arms to the little towns of Nazareth and Bethlehem and
tightens its grip on its subjects through taxation and military might and population
control – the empire-building business!
But the name Augustus meant more than just an inconvenient government decree
for an imperial document carved forever in marble heralded the birth-day of
Augustus as the birth-day of a god! Set in stone, this declaration announced the
birth of Augustus as good news to the world! As emperor he was called soter,
which means, “savior.” He was: “god on earth in human form, protector of the state,
cause of peace and of blessing in the inhabited world!” His laws were presented in
official propaganda as, “good tidings of great joy.”
The official party-line proclaimed that if you want to see deity at work look to the
Emperor, savior, god, the rising star, the bringer of peace, the one who brings
“good tidings of great joy!” And yet, what the record tells is of organized violence,
militarism and exploitation of the poor. Of an emperor – a savior – who killed three
of his sons and one of his wives, and a number of close advisors because he
feared their disloyalty.
This is how the Christmas gospel begins – with a word of power – a decree – with
powerful, important people in the powerhouse cities of Rome and Jerusalem. But
the gospel writer doesn’t stop there instead the writer tells of a bunch of politically
powerful nobodies – like Joseph and Mary from the backward town of Nazareth – in
a stable, in a dot-on-the-map-town called Bethlehem, surrounded by a group of
scraggy low-life shepherds who lived in the fields and who, likely as not, smelled to
high heaven!
The gospel writer invites us to listen carefully and to look closely as the stone-cut
declaration about Emperor Augustus is countered with another word – this one
delivered by heavenly messenger rather than Roman decree.
This gospel writer, you see, is busy re-arranging and contrasting our ideas about
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power, about history, about good news of great joy – in this child lying in a manger
– heard against the backdrop of empire builders, power brokers and census takers.
To people suffering under unbelievable oppression, under the thumb of imperial
Rome – Luke proclaims that they will hear and see truly good news not in imperial
decrees, but in a manger -in this “good news of great joy for all the people” – in a
birth announcement which calls forth worship and adoration, amazement and awe,
wide-eyed wonder and running feet – and hope.
If we are not stunned by this declaration, perhaps it is because we fail to see what
God is up to for when God chooses to challenge the empire and the idolatry of
imperial power God comes as a helpless infant; when God chooses to bring hope
God comes not as a declaration cut into marble but as a babe wrapped in strips of
cloth; and when God chooses to embrace us and all of humanity with the gift of love
God comes not as a decree but in flesh.
This gospel writer invites us to ask the very real questions. The very real questions
during the candle lighting and the gathering with family and friends, with strangers
and friends; in the midst of our very real grief, and our very real concerns for our
family and friends and for this world: who saves and who gives peace? And who
claims our ultimate loyalty? And who is it that brings good news of great joy?
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn king.
In Christ Jesus –
Shalom, +Bishop Larry Kochendorfer
“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)

OFFICE HELP WANTED
Looking for someone interested in
training with Heidi to become backup
for the office coordinator duties to
help cover holidays, illness, etc.
Please contact Esther Fedoriuk
by phone: 780-416-1564
or email: thefeds.1495@gmail.com

KIDS CHURCH is still looking for a few more TEACHERS
- the time commitment is less than once a month and our dedicated
superintendents have created curriculum using Route 52
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DATES TO REMEMBER
December 1, 15, 22 GriefShare session 10:00AM
(No GriefShare Dec. 8, nor Dec. 29)
December 8

Festival Singers concert with Esther Madsen - Festival Place

December 9

Bells of Concordia JUBILOSO! During Worship Service
Concordia University Concert: Noël 6:00PM

December 12

Council Meeting 6:30PM

December 2

Prayer Partner Ministry - Name collecting

December 9 & 16 Prayer Partner Ministry - Choosing partners to pray for
December 13

Last day to give Superstore/WalMart $35 Gift
Cards and Clothing for ICPM (see p.2)

December 23-30
December 24

NO Kid’s Church

Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Service :4:00pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion 7:00pm

December 25

Christmas Day Worship Service with Communion 10:30am

December 27

PrayerWORKS Breakfast at St. Faith’s Anglican 7:00am

Everyone has a story to tell...we want to hear yours.
When we share our stories, we give strength to
each other and inspire our community.
Help us get to know each other better, we have some
truly fascinating people in our congregation, how much do
we really know about each other?
If you have a story you’d be willing to share, and wouldn't mind if we spotlight it
in our newsletter, please let John Malcolm
or Heidi in the office know.
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JUBILOSO! Bells of Concordia based in Edmonton of Concordia University
College of Alberta is the only group in Canada and one of only a handful of
groups in the world to perform on more than 6 octaves of handbells and
handchimes! The ensemble performs on a 6.5-octave set of Malmark handbells,
a 6-octave set of Malmark choirchimes®, and a 5-octave set of Schulmerich
melodychimes®, augmented with a 5-octave set of historic English Whitechapel
bells as well as various percussion instruments.
Founded in 2002, JUBILOSO! Bells of Concordia is an auditioned communitybased ensemble that includes musicians from all walks of life. Its primary
mission is to perform quality handbell music with artistic integrity and to perform
at a variety of local and regional venues and to participate in other handbell and
music-related projects.

JUBILOSO! will be participating in our worship service on Sunday morning,
December 9, and performing at Concordia University's concert, NOEL, at Glory
in the evening. Please see the poster in the Narthex.
Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Mondays - CLOSED
Please note that the door to the church will usually be
locked during office hours and you’ll need to ring the
doorbell located by the front door.
22577 Hwy 16,
Sherwood Park, Alberta,
T8A 4T7
Phone 780.416.9594 E-mail:
Pastor Markus Wilhelm E-mail:
Intern Pastor Seth Perry Email:
Check out our Website:
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glorylc@telus.net
pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca
sethprr0@gmail.com
www.glorylutheran.ca

