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Pastor Markus presenting Thank-you 
gifts to our outgoing council members: 

Mary Kydd, Irmgard Lindquist,  
Tammy Kihn, Henry Zilm, 

and Sherry Wegner 
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Message from Pastor Nickel 

 
Hi, 

Here’s some thoughts on the “Church 
Year” after talking with Pastor Markus. 

LENT 
is where we are in the “Church Year” 
calendar now. We often think of LENT in 
terms of doing with less, such as giving 
up meat for Fridays of Lent season or  
sweets and give the $$ to the poor. 
Others think of LENT as doing more – 
more prayer,  more Bible reading and 
devotions time, etc. 

To do “more” or “less” can be good but 
that’s not  the main point, I think, for God 
encourages us instead to TAKE TIME to 
look at some things in new ways. 

In a sermon a couple of years ago, I 
observed that  the Bible indicated that 
other things were more  important and 
that Jesus focused on other things than 
what was in the news of the day.  
Examples were of lots of our false and 
misleading communications and news of 
the day – before the days of so-called  
“fake news” --  or the Tweet of the 
Minute. Then I focused on alternatives 
we could do and I put them in the 
Prayers instead of at the end part of the 
sermon – to remind that we need to not 
just listen or think about such concerns 
but rather to encourage us to really pray 
about them.   

So LENT is a good time to look at things 
differently. Examine our lives in new and 
different ways,  perhaps take time to re-
examine our PRIORITIES.   

LENT is remembering Jesus Christ’s 
death on the Cross for you and me -- 
for forgiveness of our sins -- for 
newness of life --  and for the gift of 
eternal life.  What are you doing in 
response and in thanks? 

We have 5 full weeks in LENT and 
then comes HOLY WEEK,  which 
starts with Palm Sunday [Apr. 5th] 
and ends with the start of Easter.  
HOLY WEEK focuses on Jesus 
entering Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
and moves with him on the Way to 
the Cross, climaxing with Jesus Christ 
dying for us on Good Friday. 

Also, since everyone is different, 
doing “MORE” works  for some 
people while doing “LESS” works 
better  for others.  There’s no one 
right or one wrong  answer during 
LENT to doing what helps us in our 
relationship with God.  That’s why 
there are many  different ideas for 
what we can do during LENT.   Here 
are a few thoughts about what LENT 
is and what its meaning can be for 
each of us.  
 
Yours, Together in Christ, 
Gary Nickel 



 

5 

Adding or taking away something for 
LENT?   Consider: “Meditation” in your 
LENT life:  take time to listen as well as  
processing our thoughts, reflections and 
inspirations. Meditation is being open to 
the Spirit’s helping us hear and  discern 
the “still small voice” about what God is 
doing and desiring for us. 

LENT is a good time to take more time to 
pray for others.  The shut-ins.    
Hospitalized.    Those with illness and 
injury at home. Confirmands.      Peace.     
Sunday School.     The Virus.      And?....   

Don’t know what to pray about?  Pray -- 
and ask God to take care of the details... 

Take time in LENT to do some acts of 
charity.  Some children skipped 
entertainment costs or snack money and 
gave the money saved to Canadian 
Lutheran World Relief for the hungry.   

Quote:  Put a little more love into living, 
and you will love life more than ever 
before.  

Take time in LENT to give thanks to God; 
first think about what  you have to be 
thankful for.   

We live as we worship and – worship as 
we live… 

God gave his Son as a substitute -- a 
sacrifice --  [in the Old Testament format] 
for our sins. 

Remember, or Discover, what Jesus 
Christ really means to us. 

In LENT try one of our free Daily 
Devotional books. 

WHAT ARE YOU GIVING UP FOR 
LENT?  

How about: 

GIVE UP grumbling...instead, in 
everything give thanks. 

GIVE UP 10 minutes dozing in 
bed...instead use that time in prayer. 

GIVE UP looking at people’s worst 
points...instead, concentrate on what 
is positive. 

GIVE UP speaking unkindly...instead, 
let your speech be generous and 
understanding. 

GIVE UP your worries...instead, trust 
God with them. 

GIVE UP buying anything except the 
essentials for yourself...instead, give 
the money to God’s work. 

GIVE UP the fear which presents 
Christian witness...instead seek 
courage to speak to others about 
Jesus. 

   

Also, plan for LENT’s “HOLY WEEK” 
events: 

PALM SUNDAY – Apr.5:  Jesus 
enters Jerusalem and the Way of the 
Cross. 

HOLY or MAUNDY THURSDAY – 
Apr.9:  Jesus “Last Supper” institutes 
Holy Communion. 

GOOD FRIDAY – Apr.10:  Jesus dies 
on the Cross for you and me.              

EXPERIENCE  LENT! 



 

6 

Sabbatical: Pastors in the Alberta Synod are eligible for a sabbatical leave of 
up to six months after having served a period of six consecutive years. The 
purpose of the sabbatical leave is to provide a respite from the demands of work 
and routine and renewal of self. Council has approved a three-month sabbatical 
for Pastor Markus beginning on May 1, 2020. More information will be provided 
going forward. 

Internship: The Lutheran Theological Seminary has approached us regarding 
another internship. This is a possibility for the fall of this year, starting in 
October, and lasting for 18 months.  

Refugee initiative: The Salloum family are Syrian Christians who are facing 
serious threat from ISIS. Their family in Edmonton has approached Trinity 
Lutheran and Holy Trinity Anglican churches for help in sponsoring the Salloum 
family as part of CLWR’s refugee resettlement program. Several churches in 
Edmonton and area, including Glory Lutheran, are combining efforts and 
financial support (usually money left over after a previous refugee sponsorship) 
to bring this family to Edmonton. Funds from these churches have been 
forwarded to CLWR to be held in trust while the refugee application is filed and 
the family arrives.  

There will be opportunities for members of the supporting churches to meet the 
family and be involved in helping them settle in and adjust to life in a new 
country.  Requests will be sent out for the household items needed to settle. 
Trinity Lutheran and Holy Trinity Anglican are taking the lead in this process but 
anyone else who would like to be more directly involved is welcomed! More 
information will be available soon. 

Council Highlights 

March 2020 

FACILITY BOOKING  

 

Our church is a busy place with activities from within and without of our 
congregation.  

It is important to book space and time for all activities so there are no conflicts.  

Check the website (glorylutheran.ca) on the drop down menu under 
Contact Us, click on Facility Rental and fill out the ONLINE 
APPLICATION to book your space and time.  

If you want to confirm that a space is free, call the church office or check the 
Calendar on the website on the drop down menu. 
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My most sincere thanks to you, my glory 
Family, for all your prayers and support 
while my dad was in the hospital and the 
many months of treatments prior.  Words 
cannot describe how comforting it was to 
see so many of you at the funeral and to 
receive your lovely condolence cards. Special 

thanks to Ellen Sitler and Pat Becker and others that covered my office 
duties so I could be with my family when they needed me most, and Pastor 
Markus for his visits at the hospital and his part in making the funeral 
service so special.  ~ Sincerely, Heidi Jones & family 

Thank you to Kirk Nelson, 
Henry Zilm, Lynn Spain, and 
all others who have kept our 
parking lot safe and clear of 
snow this winter. 

Thank you to Doug Sime and 
all who take pictures of events 

at Glory. Please continue 
sending to the office as they 
could end up in the newsletter. 

Is there someone in our church family you 
would like to thank? Please let Heidi in the  
office know by way of the church email or 

call and we can include your special  
“Thank You” in the next newsletter!! 
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The Landscape Design and Memorial Garden committee, 
consisting of Irmgard Lindquist, Gaylene Sitler-Ard, Tim Kihn, Nick 
Ronsko, Brett Woodrow, Pastor Markus and myself, met for the 
first time on March 18, 2019.   

Our committee was given a two-fold mandate.  The first was to 
develop a Master Plan for the entire 44 acres of the property and 
the second was the development of a Memorial Garden.  

The committee began this large undertaking by considering the 
information gathered at the April 2019 workshop facilitated by Ron 
Berezan.  The intent of the workshop was to engage and solicit 
ideas from congregation members regarding the use and 
development of the land with the Memorial Garden integrated into 
the context of the entire property. In addition to the information 
compiled from the workshop, members of the committee walked 
the property to become familiar with it and considered the wildlife 
that reside on the property. We considered exiting features and 
structures, observed natural elements such as sunlight and wind, 
and took into account future expansion of the church building, the 
parking area and the patio ara. Many meetings later, and after 
much thought, discussion, consideration and prayer the Master 
Plan was completed!  The Master Plan incorporates a Memorial 
Garden, the Community Garden, the orchard, a food forest, an 
access road, signage at the entrance to the property and 
numerous other features.  It was presented to Church Council at 
the October 2019 meeting and to the congregation at a special 
informational meeting in January 2020.   

Work on the second part of our mandate, development of a 
Memorial Garden, is underway. The Memorial Garden is 
integrated into the Master Plan and located on the east side of the 
church building along the treed area.  A landscape designer will 
be contracted to provide a detailed plan for the Memorial Garden.  

There is much work still to be done on this exciting project.   
Stay tuned for more information as 
this project moves forward.   

Respectfully submitted by Rita Spain 

Landscape Design & 
Memorial Garden  

Committee 

^ Photos from  
Presentation 

January 12, 2020 
14 
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The focus of the Landscape Design and Memorial Garden committee has now 
moved to the memorial garden!  Dora Berry, a local nature-expert, landscape 
designer, gardener and biologist will facilitate a 2-hour visioning session to 
gather input on features and components congregation members would like to 
see as part of the memorial garden.  The committee will then compile the 
information collected and begin the next step – development of a design plan.  
Join us on Saturday, March 14, 10:00 am at Glory Church for this visioning 
session.    
 

Please RSVP by adding your name to the sheet in the narthex, or call Heidi in 
the church office @ 780-416-9594.  

Glory Memorial Garden 
 

Session 
March 14 @ 10:00am 

 Fund Raising - Bottle Drive 
 The Church is always collecting bottles so please keep those empty  

cans, bottles and milk cartons coming in.  
Please only include REFUNDABLE beverage containers. 
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Message from Pastor Markus 

 
According to the letter of call of a pastor in the ELCIC, the pastor's top duties  
are to  

1) Preach the Word, administer the Sacraments and conduct public worship in 
harmony with the faith and practices of the church;  

2) Baptize, confirm and marry in accordance with the teaching of the church and 
with the laws of the province or territory, visit the sick and distressed and bury 
the dead. 

Over the next three months I would like to talk about these areas of a pastor's 
ministry. 

So what goes into the preparation of a Sunday sermon? The process is different 
from week to week, depending on other commitments. Generally, it begins early 
in the week, on Monday or Tuesday, when I read the texts for the coming 
Sunday. Like most pastors, I mostly focus on the gospel lesson, while I use the 
other texts to support the message where possible. This is unfortunate in a way, 
as the other texts are deep wells of spiritual treasures too. On Wednesday I 
decide whether to focus on the Old Testament lesson, the Psalm, the second 
lesson (Epistle), or the Gospel lesson.  

Over the next couple of days, I spend some time reading the text and 
considering the context, its place within the specific biblical book and within the 
Bible as a whole. I consult the original Greek or Hebrew text to understand 
nuances that may have gotten lost in the translations. I make myself notes 
during this process.  

Next I consult commentaries. There are biblical commentaries as old as from the 
second century and as new as last week's internet postings. Commentaries 
show how a passage was understood by others. Many smart and faithful people 
have thought about this text, a good realization. Research into the historical and 
social context, evidence from ancient writings, and archeological discoveries, 
help to deepen the understanding of biblical texts. The History of the Jewish 
People by a Jewish historian named Josephus, a contemporary of Jesus, for 
example, helps us understand how the Roman empire impacted the Jewish 
nation at Jesus’ time, and who the Pharisees and Sadducees were. The 
unearthing of ancient homes in Capernaum tells us what life was like for the 
Galilean fishermen whom Jesus called to be his disciples.   

Next in my preparations I ask myself how the gospel is communicated. For 
example, if the text is primarily a law-type passage, how can the Lutheran 
understanding of the Bible, God, grace and faith, help us find the good news of 
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Jesus Christ through this text? What Lutheran teachings and traditions reflect 
what the scripture passage is saying? This is sometimes called the “systematic 
reflection”. I might read a modern “Theology of the New Testament”, some of 
Luther's own commentary, or reflect on the small catechism. I may draw 
parallels to the liturgical year, to specific parts of the liturgy, or to certain hymns.  

As I mull over the text and commentaries, I also read news stories of the week 
and reflect on the wider issues that concern individual lives, the local 
community, and the world as a whole. The Swiss theologian Karl Barth once 
said the preacher must have the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the 
other. God’s Word addresses all the issues that concern God’s world. Reports 
about disasters, war and violence, poverty, climate change and pollution, 
economic injustice, and other topics challenge our faith. But as the old adage 
goes: God's Word comforts the afflicted and afflicts the comfortable. It is the 
preacher's job to listen for what God is saying today. Hopefully, I listen well as I 
prepare, and hopefully, on Sunday, the congregation will also listen well. 

With Saturday, usually, comes the actual "composition" of the sermon. I look for 
illustrations from my own life experiences, from conversations I’ve had, books 
I’ve read, or movies I've seen. I spend Saturday evening editing and revising, 
and wondering how what I say will be received. I try to imagine a particular 
person in the congregation, or a first time visitor, and how what I say impacts 
their hopes and dreams, fears and challenges, as well as their ideas and 
questions about God. I ask myself how the message might help, guide, 
encourage, challenge, and communicate God’s unconditional love to them.  

Hopefully what I say connects when I deliver the message. While preaching I try 
to make eye-contact whenever possible. If I notice someone dozing off 
(never    ), I tell myself they had a rough night. There are worse things than 
sleeping in church. I've also been told by some they find it easier to listen with 
eyes closed. Or maybe they’re praying. Hopefully for me and not just for the 
“Amen”.  

That brings me to my last point: prayer. There is no sermon that does not 
require prayer. Prayer means listening to God, asking questions of, calling out 
to, asking help from God. In the sermon God wants to speak to us, but without 
prayer, our ears, our minds, and hearts remain closed. That is why asking for 
the Holy Spirit's inspiration and guidance is essential. Preaching is hard work, 
but supported by prayer, it is a joy. Listening for God's message in a sermon is 
also hard work, but supported by prayer, it can also be a joy. So let me conclude 
by asking you to pray for me, as I prepare and as I deliver the Sunday sermon. I 
promise to do the same for you, as you listen and respond.  

~Pastor Markus 
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Richard, Christina, Jane & Elsa Likely 
Meet one of the newest families at Glory! You have already 
seen Jane and Elsa with their sparkly backpacks coming 
forward for the Children’s Story during worship. One Sunday, 
Elsa, 5 years old, was repeatedly holding up her backpack. 
She wanted Pastor to know she was responsible for “Mr. 
Wrinkles,” her class mascot, for a whole week.  So she brought him to church and Sunday School with 
plans to write a story for her class about his adventures. Elsa attends Nature Kindergarten where she 
very enthusiastically cross country skis, snowshoes, whittles, and takes part in other outdoor activities 
despite having experienced heart surgery at the age of two.  

Jane, her older seven year old sister, attends Holy Redeemer School. Besides her Grade two studies, 
she takes piano lessons, and attends Brownies. She enjoys singing and loves her cats. She dreams of 
eventually running a cat farm. 

Their Mom, Christina, was born and raised in south Edmonton where she attended the Rideau Park 
Bilingual Program. She still uses her German when shopping with her grandmother. She later 
attended Strathcona Composite High and graduated from Ardrossan High in 1997. Her family 
attended the German Church of God. With friends, Christina attended the Youth Group at St. 
Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Edmonton. 

Christina and Richard met through mutual friends. They were married in the tiny church at Fort 
Edmonton Park. Two years ago, they moved to her parents’ Sherwood Park acreage to support her 
parents. Her carpenter father built them spacious living accommodations where they also enjoy the 
extra space for two dogs and several cats.  

Today, Christina works part time in Health Information Management at the RAH. In her spare time, 
Christina enjoys reading fiction, biographies, and Christian literature. She is also a writer of fiction with 
hopes of finding more time for her craft in the near future. 

Richard, arrived in Alberta at the age of 17 from New Brunswick. Playing guitar since he was a 
teenager, Richard is also gifted as a violinist and keyboard player. His musical interest resulted in his 
serving as Manager of a Music store. Later he began his work career as a porter at the Grey Nuns’ 
Hospital while taking power engineering courses. With his potential recognized by hospital 
management, he was encouraged to advance his career. He took further courses which culminated in 
his current position as Manager of Environmental Services in hospitals in Camrose, Vegreville, and 
Mundare. Besides traveling daily to these communities, Richard finds time to perform weekly in a 
band, help with acreage maintenance, and spend time with Christiana and the girls. 

Their family enjoys walking, hiking, and camping in their recently acquired motorhome. The girls 
dream of going to Disneyland someday.  
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Edith Sitler 
Born in Brooks, Alberta, Edith was raised by Danish immigrant parents on 
the farm in Tilley, AB. Edith is the middle child of five including a foster 
brother. Edith was baptized and confirmed at Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Tilley. Following graduation from Tilley High, Edith attended Camrose 
Lutheran Bible Institute for two years then entered nursing at RAH, 
graduating in 1958. 

While at CLBI, Edith met Glenn. But it wasn’t till 1957 when their paths 
crossed again at a mutual friend’s wiener roast. The sparks flying that 
evening were not just from the campfire. Edith and Glenn reported to their 
friends that they had seen each other every evening for three weeks since 
the wiener roast. They married in 1959. While living on Pine Street, they had 
three children in four years – Tim, Ellen, and Gaylene and later added a foster son, Jeff, who lived 
with them for seven years. Glenn, Edith, and the kids took a two month vacation to eastern Canada. 
On their return, with their house rented out, they moved into a “shack” at Miquelon Lake for the 
summer. The family still laughs about the much needed shack renovations and their summer 
adventures. In 1972, they moved to the farm (rural Sherwood Park) where they lived in two green 
shacks with a leaky roof while Glenn built the house. When the mornings got frosty, they moved into 
the basement till spring when the upstairs was completed – living nearly forty years on the farm, then 
back to Sherwood Park. 

Church has always been a significant part of Edith’s life. At 14 she joined the Tilley choir, sang in the 
RAH hospital choir, and choirs at Calvary, Mount Olivet, and Glory. For 37 years she directed the 
Mount Olivet and Glory choirs. Edith was very involved in the Evangelical Lutheran Women (ELW) at 
the local, northern Alberta, and national level. She sold Christian books since ’92 in a bookstore at 
Mount Olivet, at home parties, church conventions and open houses at her home. Today, Edith sings 
in the choir, attends Glory 50 Plus and volunteers when able. She serves as the piano accompanist 
for weekly worship services at Silver Birch Lodge. Her many cross stitching pictures are enjoyed by 
family and friends. She has scrapbooked family photos, their travels, and her life story. Edith enjoys 
reading, home, & friends. 

As a child, Edith attended Sylvan Lake Bible Camp. When 12, her family travelled to Denmark for four 
months where she met her relatives with whom she stays connected. (She learned English in Grade 
one and remains fluent in Danish today.) 

When Glenn and Edith’s own family was growing up, they always fit in an annual family vacation, twice 
taking their children to Denmark. Ellen and Gaylene continued to connect with their Danish roots by 
attending Post High School in Denmark for one year and remain connected today. Sadly, their brother 
Tim died in a tragic accident in Mexico in 1990.  

Extensive travel as a couple, family, and with friends has taken Edith across Canada, to every US 
state including Hawaii, to Denmark, Norway, France, Spain, Portugal, Majorca, Cuba, Australia, New 
Zealand, and Eastern Europe. But life changed drastically when Glenn became ill and died in 2017. 
“He will always be missed and cherished.” Edith remains in their family home where she is blessed to 
have support from her wonderful family, friends, and amazing neighbors. She is thankful for each day 
God gives her. 

~ written by Marjorie Zelent 
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Thank  you to all 
our Wonderful 

Children’s Story 
tellers! 

Children’s 
Time 
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☺ 

Lent is a season when we turn toward God and prepare for Easter through 
prayer.  During this time, we remember our baptism and how that gift gives  
us not only a new start every day but a time to think about the choices and 
decisions we make every day.  As you consider those choices, the Creation 
Care Support Team encourages you to consider making creation care a part of 
your Lenten journey. For the month of March, we offer practical suggestions on 
how to reduce or “fast” in 5 different areas. The small little sacrifices and 
changes we are willing to make can have big impact! In our Lenten journey, 
may we take the time to reflect, pray and act in our call to be stewards of God’s 
creation.   
 

Week 1: Landfill Waste 
 

• Compost more! Less trash goes to the landfill and composting creates nutrient rich 
soil. 

• Buy reusable bags to replace plastic grocery and produce bags. 
• This week, challenge yourself to not purchase items that come in plastic clamshells. 
• Avoid disposable items (take out containers, to-go cups)  
• Consider buying second-hand items. 
• Be aware of what can and cannot be composted/recycled. Piles of compost and 

recyclables have been forced to the landfill due to wrongly placed items. 
• The 3 R’s…reduce comes first! One of the best ways to help our planets waste 

problem is to simply consume less   
 
Week 2: Electricity Use 
 

• Turn off the lights when you leave a room. 
• Change your lightbulbs; LED bulbs last longer and emit 25-80% less energy. 
• Fend off “energy drainers”; unplug items that are not in use (phone chargers, night 

lights, coffee makers etc.) The socket draws electricity even when items are turned 
off. 

• Try a quiet day in your home this week; no TV, no computer use, no radio, no 
dishwasher, no vacuuming (sounds crazy enough to try…let’s do it!) 

• Daylight Savings begins; head outside for a walk to enjoy God’s gift of day and light. 
 

   reation Care Support Team 
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☺ 

Week 3: Home Energy 
 

• Adjust your thermostat down by a few degrees. 
• Replace furnace/air filters in your home. 
• Run the dishwasher only when you have full loads. 
• Consider line drying your clothes when possible. 
• Use the cold-water cycle to wash your clothes; energy is needed to heat the water. 
• Grab a copy of your energy bill and calculate your carbon footprint 
 

 Week 4: Water  
 

• March 22, 2020 is World Water Day; Say a prayer of thanks to God for the gift of 
water. Pray for sufficient clean water for all. Pray for a renewed awareness of how 
to conserve and care for this precious resource. 

• Commit to using reusable water bottles instead of disposable ones. 
• Turn off the faucet when you brush your teeth, shave, wash your face; don’t leave 

the faucet running. 
• Cut down your shower time by 5 minutes; an average shower uses almost 10 litres 

of water per minute! 
• Collect water in a bucket while your shower heats; water your plants with the 

water you have conserved. 
• Consider filling your kitchen sink with less water when washing your dishes. 
• Protect our water sources by using Eco products; consider using natural cleaners 

like baking soda, vinegar and lemon. 
 

Week 5: Transportation 
 

• Set up a carpool for school, work, or church. 
• Plan ahead to combine your errands instead of making multiple car trips. 
• Drive fuel efficiently. Brake and accelerate more slowly and drive the speed limit J 
• If possible, take public transportation, walk or bike instead of driving. 
• Choose a day to “stay put” and not drive anywhere! 

17 
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April 5 during our 

PALM SUNDAY 
Worship Service 

Glory Worship Choir Presents 
a Lenten Cantata, “The Weeping Tree” 

by Joseph Martin 
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MONTH WORK GROUP CALLER 

MARCH 1 Laurene Kiel and Barb Anderson 

APRIL 2 Marie Berg, Rhonda Berg, Donna Dawson 

MAY 3 Donna Dawson 

Thank you to everyone who has shown such enthusiasm for the new 
Service Volunteer Sign-up system. 
 

Service volunteer opportunities include greeters, Communion 
assistants, readers, ushers, and coffee prep & cleanup. Starting 
in April children’s story tellers will be added to the list.  
 

You will see a white board on an easel in the narthex for service 
volunteers to sign up.  A three month time-frame is represented; 
one month per folder and work group. Your specific work group is 
colour coded to match the listing on the wall to the file folder on 
the white board.  
 

UPCOMING SERVICE VOLUNTEER SIGN UP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you are uncertain as to your service group, you can search for your name on 
one of the three posters above the mailbox area.  
 

Feel free to write your name in one or two blank areas that you are comfortable 
serving in. Please use this opportunity to involve all members of your family - 
including your children. 
 

On occasion it may be necessary for phone callers to contact other work groups 
to fill in empty roles especially in the months with additional special services, such 
as Easter (April).  
 

Reminders for signing up will be put in the monthly newsletter and weekly bulletin. 
As well, reminder notices of the role you signed up for will be placed in your mail 
folder and instructions will be provided, if you wish. 
 

This is a forward moving change that we hope will continue to be pleasing to most 
people. If you wish to only be telephoned to sign up for a service role please let 
your regular caller, or the office know your desire at any time going forward.  
 

Once again, thank you to everyone's support during this system change trial.  
Many blessings to each of you! 

MORNING SERVICE  VOLUNTEERS SIGN-UP 
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Dear Beloved of God –   

 “giving something up for Lent”  

I’ve often struggled with the notion of “giving something up for 
Lent.”  Now don’t get me wrong; I am all for spiritual practices 
and discipline.  I’m just not sure that the act of giving up 
chocolate or movies or texting for Lent can draw us closer to 

God in and of itself.    

Laurence Hull Stookey puts it well when he writes: “Lenten disciplines are not temporary deletions or 
additions, but spiritual exercises that permanently alter us....The fuller Lenten discipline is a self-
examination that seeks greater conformity to the mind of Christ, and more effective ministry on behalf 

of the world” (Calendar: Christ's Time for the Church, Abingdon Press, 1996, p. 82).  

 The concept of a period of penitence and preparation for the celebration of Christ’s resurrection 
through spiritual exercises such as fasting originated as a way of preparing new converts for their 
baptism, which would occur at the Easter Vigil.  As Christianity gained a foothold in the culture and 
infant baptism became the norm, this time of preparation was extended to include those who had 

already been baptized.  

Within our faith communities’ “giving something up for Lent” is frequently heard.  “Giving something 
up” as a reminder of what Christ gave up for us in his incarnation, his life on earth, and his death. But 
while we may have the right intentions, I wonder if our practices truly alter how we view the world 

around us; our relationship with Christ; or our relationship with one another.  

This Lenten season I encourage you to think deeply about your Lenten observance.  Instead of 
asking what you can give up for Lent, consider what stands in the way of a closer walk with God.  Do 
you need to turn the Netflix off in order to spend more time in prayer and Scripture reading?  Then by 
all means limit your viewing and replace it with devotional time.  In other words, whatever we choose 

ought to bring us closer to Christ himself.  

But there is more.  Christ gave himself up for others, and through our baptism into Christ we are 
called to do the same.  During Lent, consider what practices will help bring about Christ’s kingdom 
here on earth.  Are there people with whom you need to be reconciled?  Is there a way to promote 
justice in your community?  What action might you take to care for creation?  Are there opportunities 
to serve the poor, the widow, and the orphan?  Asking these kinds of questions will lead us to 

practices that result in the deep transformation intended by Lenten observances.    

This year, rather than simply “giving something up for Lent,” I challenge you to give more of yourself 
to Christ by finding one or two ways in which your life can more fully emulate his.   Perhaps these will 

become habits that don’t end with Easter but continue to sustain you throughout the year.  

In Christ Jesus –  Shalom, +Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

Bishop’s Message 
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Welcome to all Newcomers!   
 

Please call or email the office for a name tag; offering  
envelopes; and a mail folder for newsletters, notices, etc.  

 

Our church has a congregational database to better serve you.   
This database is also used to generate our directory.   

If you are new, or have been part of the Glory family for awhile and have 
personal information that needs to be added or updated,  

please complete a “Personal Information Form for the Congregational 
Database”, it can be found on the table in the Narthex.  

Please leave the completed form in the church office or Heidi Jones’ mail 
folder.  Alternately, you may send via email to the glorylc@telus.net 
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KIDS’ CHURCH ☺ 
There will be no Kid’s Church on  

March 29th and April 12th. 

Watch for Soup Supper sign up sheets in the Narthex! 

Thursdays 
Lenten Soup Supper 6PM 

Lenten Service 7PM 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

March 2, 16 & 30 Confirmation Class 6:30pm 

March 11  Council Meeting 6:30pm 

March 14 Memorial Garden Visioning Session 10:00am 

March 18, 19 & 28 Collective Kitchen 

March 21 Festival Singers Free Choral Worship 12:45-4:00pm 

March 25 PrayerWORKS Breakfast at St. Faith’s 7:00am 

April 5 Palm Sunday Service 10:30am 

 Worship Choir: Lenten cantata "The Weeping Tree" by 
Joseph Martin  

April 9 Maundy Thursday Service 7:00pm 

April 10 Good Friday Service with Communion 10:30am 

April 12 Easter Sunrise Service 8:00am 

 Easter Breakfast 9:00am 

 Easter Service 10:30am 

April 25 Confirmation Sunday 
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Glory Lutheran Church  
is hiring a part-time  

VBS Coordinator 
 

The coordinator will work 100 hours  
at $15.00 per hour; being responsible for 

recruiting volunteers, planning, coordinating and preparing 
VBS centres while publicizing the program and registering 
participants under the supervision of the Education Committee.   
 

VBS 2020 runs full days the week of July 20-24. 
 

Please contact Tammy Kihn at tammy.kihn@gmail.com  
if you are interested. in this position. 
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Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
Mondays - CLOSED 

Please note that the door to the church will usually be locked  
and you’ll need to ring the doorbell by the front door.  

22577 Hwy 16,  
Sherwood Park, Alberta,  

T8A 4T7 

 
 

Phone: 780.416.9594 E-mail:  glorylc@telus.net 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm  E-mail:  pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca  
Check out our Website:  www.glorylutheran.ca 

April 5: Palm Sunday 10:30am 
 

April 9: Maundy Thursday 7pm 
 

April 10: Good Friday 10:30am 
 

April 12: Easter Sunrise Service 8am 
 Easter Breakfast 9am 
 Easter Service 10:30am 


