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 You’re invited to come to the church to receive The Imposition of Ashes  
between 10 am and 1 pm, or between 5 pm and 7 pm.  

 
See next page for further details. 
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                           ASH WEDNESDAY, February 17th 

      begins the Season of LENT for this Church Year. 

The traditional blessing and  IMPOSITION OF ASHES  will take place 
[yes, with virus protocols], including making the Sign of the Cross with 
ashes in oil, traditionally using ashes from palm branches from last 
Lent. 

YOU ARE WELCOME TO BEGIN LENT with this sign of penitence 
and devotion to God. 

WHEN:  Pastor Markus will be at the church from 10 am to 12 pm, 
and again from 5 pm to 7 pm, on the 17th.  

HOW:  Congregants are invited to come, park your car and enter the church, one 
family/cohort/individual at a time.  Remember to be masked, observe appropriate 
distancing, hand sanitation and other applicable regulations. Please come on up to 
the front of the Sanctuary to receive the ashes on your forehead. [Masks will be kept 
on by all, including the pastor.]    The ashes will be applied mixed with oil in a 
sanitary manor. 

OPTION:  Those who would like to remain outside the building and still receive the 
ashes can let Pastor know via text or phone call (780-909-6658); and he will direct 
them when to drive up to the door. You can then remain in your vehicle or stand 
outside for the imposition. [Masks are also required outside the building.] 

FOR SAFETY,  we ask people who arrive in the parking lot and will go into the 
church to gage how many people are inside by the number of vehicles present -- we 
ask that not more than two families be in the building at once. 

If COVID restrictions, illness, or other reasons prevent you from coming in person, I 
invite you to make the sign of the cross at home on your or each other’s foreheads 
with the words: “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return” and/or “Turn 
away from sin towards the gospel”. Read the assigned psalm for the day, Psalm 51, 
either alone, or together. Conclude with a prayer. 

“Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the 
sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly 
repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and 
forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” 

“Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, 
creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of 
kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” 
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It’s been “that kind of a year” and our Annual General Meeting fell right into step 
with it. On February 7, 2021 instead of being together after a service and a cup 
of coffee, we saw one another on a computer screen. Glory Lutheran’s AGM 
was held via Zoom Video Conferencing and was chaired by Pat Becker. The 
Zoom Host, Aroon Sequeira, reviewed Zoom abilities and voting procedures. 
There were 64 participants (plus one by proxy). You will see some of the 
motions and results in bold font. 

After Pastor Markus led us in an opening devotion and prayer, Pat called the 
meeting to order and reviewed the Rules of Order. I 

n addition to the written reports that were provided in the AGM Report, some 
offered supplementary comments. 

Pastor’s Report - Pastor Markus (page 7). Expressed appreciation to so many 
people who helped make this difficult time a time that unites instead of dividing! 
Additional Comments: The Bishop continues to let us know about the ongoing 
needs and issues of the churches. He continues to pray for all of us and says 
that when we come out of this that the church will not be the same, won’t be the 
same, and cannot be the same. This is a chance for the church to rethink who 
we are. The pandemic has revealed things that are truly important as a church. 
Pastor is excited about the possibility of a new intern and looks forward to the 
opportunity to work with this person. 

Auditors’ Report (pg 12). The audit for 2020 has not yet been completed due 
to Covid-19 restrictions on social gatherings. The auditors’ report will be made 
available to the congregation once the audit has been completed. Anna Gnyp 
and Carol Dreger are the auditors this year. 

Synod and National Conventions (pg 12). The July 17 Synod Convention will 
be virtual this year. We can have one delegate. Deadline for this opportunity 
May 15. Delegates to the National Convention in 2022 will be elected from a list 
of nominees at the Synod Convention this summer. If you are interested in 
either of these opportunities, please let Pat Becker or Pastor know. 

Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop of the ABT Synod, wrote a thoughtful and 
reflective report to the congregation (pg 13). Pat expressed great appreciation 
for Bishop Larry’s leadership especially during the past year.  

February 2021 

Council Highlights 

continued on next page... 

2021 AGM SUMMARY 



 

4 

continued on next page... 

Education Committee - Greg Jeffery (page 19). Thanked Pat, Dani and 
Lynnette for the Christmas presentation and the opportunity to go to 
Dreamcatchers. One can see the joy and pride in the kids going to this facility 
and doing this photo presentation for the church. The Glory Online Story Time 
invites people to send in recorded stories to share with the children. We would 
love to have story contributions added. Education is Community! Regarding VBS 
2021 and the coordinator position, we still have applications on file from when 
VBS 2020 was cancelled due to Covid-19. Once restrictions  are lifted there will 
be further information about VBS details and dates.  

Stewardship Committee - Aroon Sequeira (page 26). Aroon sent out a big 
thank you to everyone. We now own all 44.7 acres. Thanks to all who helped 
making this possible!! PAR went from 20 participants three years ago to 62 
currently. Target is 72!!  

MOTION: That the congregational reports be accepted as circulated with 
associated comments.  

Yes 100 %, No 0%, Abstain 0% 

How exciting is this?!?!? Glory Lutheran has been approved and asked to be a 
host congregation to an intern from the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Saskatoon. Rose Schlegl provided background information regarding the 
internship program with LTS and Glory Lutheran Church. The start date for the 
intern will be September 2021 and it was indicated that this is a 12 month service 
(vs 18 months as with Seth Perry) with no breaks for schooling. Funds are 
already in place to support the internship. The amount we have already 
established is $10,750. 

MOTION: I move that Glory Lutheran Church accept the internship 
placement offered to us by Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon, for 
the fall of 2021. 

Yes 94%, No 3%, Abstain 3% 

The 2021 budget was approved. 

MOTION: That the 2021 Budget be accepted as presented in the AGM 
report for the calendar year of 2020. 

Yes 100%, No 0%, Abstain 0% 

Regarding the Memorial Garden budget of $25,000 - we do not have a specific 
cost but a request for quotes has been sent out and we are waiting for these 
quotes to be returned. Please know that it may will probably be more than 



 

5 

$50,000 but the Garden can be constructed in stages. One of the Stewardship 
priorities in 2021 will be to fundraise for the Memorial Garden. 

“Church council shall consist of 10-12 members.” There are 8 members returning 
members of council. These members include Pat Becker, Barb Anderson, Gord 
Cruikshank, Greg Jeffery, Lynn Spain, Dave Hauf, Rhonda Berg, and Rose 
Schegl. Three new members joined council this year. We joyously welcome 
Kurtis Ashton, Maggie Hensel, and Sebastian Montoya to this ministry. Thanks to 
Lynda Kiel who has agreed to continue as Treasurer and Chelsea Ashton who 
has agreed to continue as Financial Secretary. 

MOTION: That we accept Kurtis Ashton, Maggie Hensel, Sebastian 
Montoya, as members of Glory Lutheran Church Council. 

Yes 100%, No 0%, Abstain 0% 

The “lovely” (yes that was written in the motion) Ellen Sitler agreed to let her 
name stand for another year in the capacity of the Congregational 
Representative to Nomination Committee and for this we are so grateful! 

MOTION: That the lovely Ellen Sitler continue as the 2021 congregational 
nominating committee representative. 

Yes 100%, No 0%, Abstain 0% 

Pat and Pastor Markus expressed words of appreciation to Kirk Nelson, Susan 
Ronsko and Aroon Sequeira who retired from council this year. And we all thank 
you for your service to Glory Lutheran Church! Council Chair, Pat Becker, 
extended a huge thank you to many people who contributed to the meeting and 
further shared how she appreciates the significant, loving way that the 
congregation cares for those all around us, glorifying God. She is so proud of this 
congregation! 

Let it be known that Pat’s service to the congregation, the hours and enthusiasm 
with which she commits to her role does not go unnoticed and we all are deeply 
thankful to her!!!! 

Rhonda Berg 
Council Secretary, Glory Lutheran Church 
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OUR JOURNEY…  Hi, We have been looking at our spiritual JOURNEY using the 
CHURCH YEAR, which takes us from Advent through Lent and Easter and on for 12 
months, and starts over again.   

Now, I invite you to consider some specific Christian “tools” [such as Love, Grace]   to 
help us on our SPIRITUAL  JOURNEY.  Yes, “our” Spiritual Journey -- everyone is on 
one. 
 

“GRACE” was our first.   Pr. Markus did a great job with it in the last newsletter.   

Think of Grace as something free, “freely-given” – given to you without cost or charge. 

God’s gift of saving us [salvation] is a free gift [a "grace"] to us from Him. 
 

And now for something different, something really, really needed in the world now. 
 

---------- 
 

For Our SPIRITUAL JOURNEY – 

            WANT HELP IN FIGURING OUT RIGHT DECISIONS?   
 

From our Christian perspective, the Holy Spirit gives us Christian DISCERNMENT. 

Christian DISCERNMENT is a process of deciding and choosing the appropriate course 
of action in our loving relationship with God, and with others, and toward ourselves.  It 
helps us in this complicated world with so many choices and so many fake things being 
offered to us that claim to be true. 
 

Today, there are always challenges to knowing what is right or wrong, true or false, 
always new “cons” to try to steal our money, especially millions stolen annually from 
Seniors.   

This week for me, it's the Telus salesman who had NO connection to the real Telus. 

There are always people trying to persuade us.  I’ve been doing presentations for years 
about the dangers of such things as:  “Mis-information”, “Dis-information”, “False 
Information”, "Mis-representation", “Repetition” – “Say-it-long-enough” and people will 
believe it even in the face of irrefutable evidence, “False-logic”, “Bait and Switch”, “Mis-
direction Propaganda”, “Half-truths”, "Too Good To Be True", to name a few.   Sometimes 
I can find most of them in one place on the media. 
 

These days social media have algorithms [computer programs] to “read you” personally 
online and then offer to give you what they think you will “buy” from their company. 

There are lots of people, companies and viewpoints wanting to persuade us to their way 
for profit, power, influence, control.  Often they create “Fear!” in our mind –  because fear 
is one of our biggest motivators, or  they create ”lies” sincerely told with “conviction” and 
warmth.   
 

Message From Pastor Nickel 
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In these times, consider using Christian DISCERNMENT -- a gift of counsel or guidance 
from the Holy Spirit.   

To start – Discernment begins with prayer.    

Pray to God for His Guidance and then seek it, then be open and receptive to the work of 
the Holy Spirit in our world with us, including listening more than talking.    

All God asks of us and all that is expected of us is that we do the best we can to arrive at 
the decision which will do the greatest good both for ourselves and others.   [ref: James 
1:5; I Cor.2:4 ff.]  
 

Christian DISCERNMENT can come via  prayer, silence, reflection, consultation with 
others, conscience, common sense, experience, and more.    It is very seldom direct, as in 
a voice, saying: “Now hear this!  Go to the fork in the road.  Turn right.”  It seeks to draw 
upon God's love for us, setting aside our biases and pride.   
 

Some "ways" of Discernment: 

+ Take the problem or opportunity to PRAYer and talk it over with God.  Then listen... 
+ Use common sense to decide what will do the most good for everyone. 
+ Use the commandments of love of God/others/self to discern which choice will help us 

fulfill our responsibilities to God/self/others. 
+ Ask ourselves:  Is it True?    Kind?    Necessary?    Does it express God’s love for us 

through Jesus Christ & the Cross & Resurrection?   
+ Also, consider --  
+ Make a list of all reasons for and against each possible option. 
+ Consult others whose judgment you really trust.   [including guidance of the many 

"Wisdom" Bible verses] 
+ Consider, prayerfully, your choices, trying to imagine what Jesus might do if he were 

here in your place. 
+ You may choose to make a tentative decision, sleep on it for a few days, and then 

maybe repeat the whole process using the above ways.  
+ You may choose to experiment with a tentative decision; then, check the immediate 

results of your action.  [Evaluate using:  “By their fruits you will know them.”] 
+ Be aware that we all make mistakes, so simply try to do your best with God's help. 
+ Beware of sales pitches for things too good to be true and of propaganda in media and 

social media. 
 

So, PRAY to God about those things needing Discernment.    LISTEN to God.    BE OPEN 
to the work of the Holy Spirit with you.    TEST your Discernment.    REVIEW: is it loving?  
Does it provoke or hopefully counter fear?     Does your Discernment come with love, 
God's love.    [ref: Romans 8:28; John 13:34-35; 1 Thess.5:21]  

After all, Jesus said to be as wise as... 
 

Epiphany Season Blessings,  [Lent begins Feb.17 with Ash Wednesday] 

Gary Nickel  
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 Fund Raising - Bottle Drive 
 

 The Church is always collecting bottles so please keep those empty  
cans, bottles and milk cartons coming in.  Thank you, Doug Sime, for taking 

them to the recycle station.  All proceeds go towards the church general fund. 
 

Please only include REFUNDABLE beverage containers. 

Thank you to  Ellen Sitler for 

cooking meals for delivery to Glory 

family members and to Marjorie 

Zelent and Barb Anderson for 

delivering them.  
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GOOD NEWS BY MARK 
 

Please join the discussion, Tuesday February 16, at 7 pm, all are welcome, even if 
you haven’t attended before.  
  
There is lots of bad news on TV, in the papers, on the internet, on Facebook. There have 
been countless unprecedented developments in politics and society, the environment, 
public health, and other areas. Bad news makes headlines and it is easy to think that 
that’s all there is. 

Good News comes our way every week as we read and study Scripture. Today I’m 
inviting you to join me and people of Glory Lutheran Church to immerse ourselves in the 
Good News according to Mark. Mark lived at a time of social unrest and political upheaval 
not unlike our own. Politics, economics, and religion were volatile in first century 
Palestine. Armed rebel factions, Roman and Jewish leaders, and various religious parties 
were competing with each other. Jerusalem was controlled by brigands, besieged by the 
Romans and finally captured under the commander Titus. The great temple was 
desecrated and, in 70 AD, destroyed. It was never been rebuilt. These were the headlines 
Mark the evangelist would have seen as he penned the Gospel. Gospel means good 
news. Join me in finding out why Mark’s good news is as important for our time, as it was 
for his own. 

Join Recurring Zoom Meeting (Last Meeting February 16) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84568884708?pwd=eDM0REVXVXg1cjNYNThvWHhZVC9Gdz09 
Meeting ID: 845 6888 4708 
Passcode: 486782 

You will also be able to join a Facebook group to post comments and discuss with 
others in the group. This group will be private, which means you’ll be admitted by request 
only. 

Request to Join Private Facebook Discussion Group:   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/goodnewsbymark  

~ Pastor Markus 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84568884708?pwd=eDM0REVXVXg1cjNYNThvWHhZVC9Gdz09
https://www.facebook.com/groups/goodnewsbymark
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Dear Beloved of God –   

The Gospel according to Mark does not begin with angels, a 
prophetic dream, or a miraculous birth. Instead, the gospel writer 
hurls us, ready or not, into a lonely and barren wilderness – a 
desert – where everything either bites or burns or stings. 

As Jesus emerges from the baptismal water, the heavens are 
ripped open, the Spirit descends like a dove and the voice of God proclaims, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved, in you I am well pleased.” And immediately, Jesus was driven out – hurled out – into 
the desert to be tormented by wild beasts and tempted by evil. (Mark 1:1-12)    

It’s not exactly what you would expect, is it? God was pleased, even well pleased with him. And 
yet, he was hurled from affirmation and love into a desert-like wilderness of sand and heat and 
wild beasts and temptation.    

Experts say deserts are formed under unique climactic conditions. Maps show that they cover 
about 25% of the earth’s surface. Globes indicate that they are found only between specific 
latitudes. That is what the experts say. But we know the truth about the wilderness, don’t we?    

The truth is that sometimes – no matter where we live or how far we travel – the wilderness is all 
we can see. Despite weather reports or average rainfall charts, we find ourselves in the 
wilderness: blinded, sunburned, dying of thirst. 

This desert can feel so familiar that we name every shriveled plant, every venomous snake, every 
blistering ray, every irritating grain of sand. Sometimes, the wilderness feels a lot like home, a lot 
like now, and what we’ve experienced this past year.    

The single mom, stretched so thin that she almost disappears, knows the desert of exhaustion 
and guilt. The rejected child, watching silently outside the playground, knows the desert called 
loneliness. The ill, newly aware of test results and consultations, know the desert of fear and 
uncertainty. The grieving, now alone, know the desert of unwanted solitude. Parishioners, reeling 
from scandal, know the desert of a trust betrayed. 

The truth is, deserts are not found only in Africa, or in Nevada, or in the Sinai Peninsula. Some of 
the harshest wildernesses are not marked on any map. They lie just around the corner, or in your 
living room, in the very heart of your life.    

But there is something more about the wilderness – something more that Mark wants us to hear: 
Jesus has been there first. Here is the Good News of Mark’s opening scenes. No wilderness is so 
remote, barren, inhospitable, or filled with danger that Jesus has not walked there first. 

And Jesus’ presence here reminds us something else: despite all appearances to the contrary, 
the wilderness is filled with life. A handful soil swirling in the hot wind can be filled with hundreds 
of seeds, waiting for a chance to bloom. That withered plant still has living roots deep 
underground. That landscape, empty in the harsh light of day, comes to life in the moonlight with 
reptiles and insects. 

Even at its most desolate, the wilderness is ready to bloom at the first sign of life-giving water. 
Maybe that is why the scriptures speak of the wilderness as a place for discovery and 
transformation.    

And there is more: the angels waited on him. Jesus is not alone. He is cared for in the wilderness, 
receiving sustenance and nourishment.   

And this is our experience too – for in the wilderness of our 40-day Lenten journey, and over this 

Bishop’s Message - February 2021 
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past year – we have also been given sustenance: the Word, the Eucharist, community, family, 
opportunities for service and action.    

This Lent finds many of us traveling through the wilderness, wrestling with demons and tempted 
by evil. We may feel like we have been thrown out into the wilderness. Some people might look 
upon this journey and despair. 

But we know the truth about the wilderness, don’t we?    

In Christ Jesus –   

Shalom,  

+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer   

  
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by  
the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13  

 

Sunday, February 28 is Diaconal Sunday - the day ELCIC 
celebrates the witness expressed through service (diakonia). 

Through our baptism, all Christians are called to share God's word 
and to serve our neighbours in Christ's name. It is also a day to 
recognize and give thanks to God for the men and women who 

serve in official calls as deacons in our church.  
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Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
Please note that Heidi may be working from home due to the 

pandemic. Email and phone calls will continue to be answered during 
office hours.  Please call the office if you would like to visit the church. 

22577 Hwy 16,  
Sherwood Park, Alberta,  

T8A 4T7 

 
 

Phone: 780.416.9594 E-mail:  glorylc@telus.net 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm  E-mail:  pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca  
Check out our Website:  www.glorylutheran.ca 

 

Do you remember when???????? 
  
How many times do we start a conversation with 
those thoughts?  As I reviewed the Sundays & 
Seasons for Lent, it said, “Lenten practices rightly 
invite us to individual acts of repentance, prayer 
and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of 
love.  Lent is also a time for deepening of 
community.” 
 

This caused me to remember the times we had 
as we met together, enjoyed some soup and then 
worshiped our midweek Lenten services.  I would 
love to replicate that experience.  So here is the 
plan: 

  

We can’t get together, but we can make soup and we can attend the online Lenten 
worship service.  I invite you to email or call Heidi at the office with your favorite 
soup recipe.  Heidi will post some of the recipes in the weekly e-news bulletin for 
us to try.  So let’s make some soup, either new or familiar, to enjoy before attending 
the Lenten Service.  
  

As a bonus, please take a picture of yourself making or eating your favorite 
soup.  Send the photo to danielle.elise.b@gmail.com who will post the picture for 
the regular Sunday Worship Service.   
 

(Heidi may include your pictures with the recipes in the Church Matters newsletter.) 
 

Blessings to you all. 
Dwayne 

mailto:danielle.elise.b@gmail.com

