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Come join our

Bible Study
and Adult Education
each Sunday morning
during the month
of February - 9:00 am
in the Boardroom
Community Outreach Committee
In support of the Inner City Pastoral Ministry, members of the
Community Outreach Committee and helpers attended the Bissell
Centre to prepare Christmas packages for the less fortunate. Over 150
bags filled with gift cards and treats, as well as over 100 bags with cold
weather needs such as hats and gloves were prepared for distribution.
Thank you to all who donated to this worthy cause.
As always, hats, gloves/mitts or any warm clothing can be donated at
Glory to help the Inner City Pastoral Ministry support those in need.
~Sandy Heinsen

SOCK IT TO US
PROJECT
and the FOOD BANK:
One of our ongoing
projects is the collection of
work socks for the inner city.
Also, the Food Bank donations are very
important. The bins for these two projects will
continue to be in the Narthex. Thank you!
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Our church is a busy place with activities from within and without of our
congregation. It is important to book space and time so there are no conflicts.
Check the website (glorylutheran.ca) on the drop down menu under Contact Us.
Click on Facility Rental and fill out the ONLINE APPLICATION to book your
space and time. Or call the church office and speak with Heidi J.
If you want to confirm that a space is free, call the church office or check the
Calendar on the website on the drop down menu.

January 26th
February 23rd
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Council Highlights
Your church council is finalizing the budget for 2019. We look forward to seeing
you at the Annual General Meeting on February 3, 2019.
We have reached another milestone in numbers of families signed up for PAR
(Pre Authorized Remittance). 50 families means that we have teed off on the
13th hole on the Narthex golf course! A ‘hole sponsor’ is ready and waiting for
the completion of this hole. Thank you for your help in increasing our church’s
overall financial stability.
The newly formed “Green” committee will be known as the Creation Care
Support Team. We look forward to their guidance and initiative as we learn to
take better care of God’s creation at Glory.
Nomination Committee – Each year as approximately one third of council
members complete their terms, the nomination committee begins the process of
contacting members who feel a sense of call to let their name stand for
membership on church council. If you are moved to be involved in the life of
Glory in a way that supports the congregation in answering God’s call, please
contact Mark Becker, Irmgard Lindquist, or Intern Pastor Seth.
As you know, Tammy has stepped down from the council chair position as she
recovers from a setback to her health. As vice chairs of Glory’s church council,
John and I will be co-chairing until the annual meeting at the beginning of
February. Together we would like to wish you a very happy and healthy new
year!
Pat Becker
John Malcolm
OFFICE HELP WANTED
Looking for someone interested in
training with Heidi to become backup
for the office coordinator duties to
help cover holidays, illness, etc.
Please contact Esther Fedoriuk
by phone: 780-416-1564
or email: thefeds.1495@gmail.com

KIDS CHURCH is still looking for a few more TEACHERS
- the time commitment is less than once a month and our dedicated
superintendents have created curriculum using Route 52
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Is there someone in our church family you would like to thank? Please let Heidi in the
office know by way of the church email or call and we can include your special
“Thank You” in the next newsletter!!
Thank you to the members of the prayer
chain for their many prayers over the past
year. If you want to be part of the prayer
chain or would like to request prayer, please
call Donna Dawson at 780-464-7566.

Thank you to
Henry Zilm and
Kirk Nelson for
ensuring that our church parking lot is
navigable during these winter months.

A sincere thank you from the congregational
life committee to the many members who
responded to the requests for volunteer help
this past year. The events at our church worship services, coffee time, Lenten soup
suppers, funerals, and so many other occasions - simply wouldn't be possible
without those of you who step forward to help. Help in the form of food
preparation, set-up, serving, clean-up . . . the list is long.
The decorations in our church sanctuary and Narthex
during the last month were breathtaking again this year! We
are so blessed to have such a dedicated group of artists
willing to take on this task.
THANK YOU to Alan Fingler, Mike Lee, Marjorie
Zelent, Cory Fisher, Brian and Shirley Fisher,
Myrna and Henry Zilm,
Mark Becker, members of the choir,
Intern Pastor Seth, Sophia and Wes
Gregersen, Liam, Noah, and Owen
McKinnon, and all others who helped with
both the decorating and the undecorating of
our church.
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reation Care Support Team
A few months back, I shared some concerns regarding the changes to our County’s
Recycling program. I encouraged you to join me in an effort to reduce our use of
plastic bags, and to consider participating in a further discussion surrounding the
Green Routine changes.
Since that time, a number of individuals gathered together to discuss, share and
pray. During that meeting there was an expressed interest in becoming a group that
encourages and initiates greening efforts.
We are pleased to say that Glory Lutheran now has a “Creation Care Support Team!”
This team consists of: Rose Hankinson, Kyle and Megan Keller, Esther Madsen,
Orleen Pearson, Susan Ronsko, Doug Sime, Pastor Markus Wilhelm, Brielle Woodrow
and Lynnette Woodrow.
We support and celebrate our congregation’s excellent greening efforts, but we
aspire to seek additional ways in which we can further reduce our impact on
creation. We’d like to help grow the efforts of creation care in our homes, our church
and our community.
We look forward to working with you, our church family!
I believe that together we can make a huge difference ☺
“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put together
that overwhelm the world.” ~Desmond Tutu
In the coming months, be on the lookout for ‘greening tips,
and other initiatives
sprouting up!
Submitted by:
Lynnette Woodrow
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Happy Epiphany
Message From Pastor Markus

Dear Friends,
The calendar year has only just begun, but the year of the church is already more
than six weeks old. We started the new year in Advent with the promise of the
coming of Christ in history in the present and in the future. Christians always have
a head start, so to speak. Thus, even though we know not what’s coming in the
new year, we know who is coming: it the one who is with us, and who has always
been with us and always will be with us. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) When Jesus came into the world God did not
change but fulfilled his promise. When Jesus died, rose and ascended he didn’t
change but fulfilled the promise. When the Holy Spirit leads the church in a
different direction the Spirit isn’t changing but fulfilling the promise. When our lives
are changing, whether it is because of health, age, accident, education, job-loss,
retirement, place of residence, income, relationships, economics, birth or death,
we can be assured of this constant: God is not changing. God’s promise stands
and is being fulfilled with, under, and despite the changes in our lives. As God
says, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5)
2018 has been a year of great change for many of us, including my own family. I
thank you and God for the church, as you have ministered to me and my family in
our time of grief. It is at times like these that I am more confident than ever of the
importance of our faith in the grace and love of God in Jesus Christ and of the
eternal purpose of our lives.
2019 will also be a year of change as we say farewell to our intern pastor Seth
and as we discern what the Spirit is prodding us to do next. We can start by giving
thanks for the opportunity to be part of Seth’s education as a pastoral candidate,
we can be thankful for the many gifts he has shared with us over the 18 months of
his internship, and we can pray for him as he continues the journey to ordained
ministry.
As we take our first tentative steps into the new year, may we be overwhelmed
with joy like the wise men following the Epiphany star to Bethlehem, knowing that
God is with us, guiding us to the place where we can get to know God’s human
presence in this world and accompanying us on a new and different path.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Markus
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Bishop’s Message
Dear Beloved of God –
“In the time of King Herod…,”
that’s how the story begins.
“In the time of King Herod….” He
built monumental structures
including the Second Jewish
Temple, the mountaintop palace at
Masada and the palatial Herodium
complex whose desert palace
included a grand residence, a
theater and large pools, baths and gardens. When his position was
seemingly threatened, he did not hesitate for a second but had his wife killed
and at least two of his sons.
“In the time of King Herod….” He dominates the story. Of the twelve verses
of the Epiphany Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12, he controls the action in ten of
them. He rules a world dominated by his authority, his power, his
ruthlessness.
King Herod so rules over the world, over this story, that it would be easy to
miss the good news of the birth of an infant for it is almost buried, almost
hidden, almost veiled in the reality dominated by Herod.
It is no wonder then that he, and all of Jerusalem with him, are stunned by
the arrival of wise men from the East who come to Jerusalem wishing to pay
tribute to a “child who has been born king of the Jews.” It frightens him, and
all Jerusalem and he moves quickly to control, to assess, to dominate calling
the religious leaders together and then secretly meeting the wise men.
And later we will learn that Herod had been fooled by these wise foreigners
– fooled but not beaten. He fights back as cruelty does and has all the
infants slaughtered.
“In the time of King Herod….”
This is not an easy, gentle story – but the gospel writer, Matthew’s witness,
does not shy away from recognizing that the good news of Jesus – of the
birth of the Christ-child, “the king of the Jews” is surrounded by, it is
immersed in, harsh reality. And that beneath this reality as defined by Herod
– almost hidden, almost veiled – is the truth.
Foreigners arrive in Jerusalem with wealth to place at the crib of a Jewish
baby. And, in this act of homage, they become the first to see what God is
up to in the birth of this infant. An epiphany which means something like
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manifestation, or unveiling, or revealing the truth. That the steadfast love of
God is met in the flesh and blood of Jesus, born of Mary and that it is veiled,
revealed in weakness, hidden in poverty, seen in helplessness.
The gospel writer’s witness invites us to see that the epiphany is not obvious.
Rather, it is fragile, tenuous, dreamlike, as vulnerable as an unnoticed baby in
a god-forsaken little village, witnessed to by foreigners, in a land ruled by
Herod.
And this is where we find ourselves. For if we are to be a people who seek to
be disciples of Jesus Christ, “in the time of King Herod,” then we are invited to
see God at work in the hidden, veiled, fragile, tenuous, vulnerable, weak,
poor; in people and places and events one would hardly notice at all.
For what child is this whose epiphany is so quiet, so unobtrusive, little more
than a whisper and yet this one is known, is revealed in the sharing of a little
piece of bread and a sip of wine?
For what child is this whose epiphany is so fragile, so veiled, in a village fifteen
kilometers from the center of power in Jerusalem and yet this one is baptized,
and we are ourselves, baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, are named and claimed children of God?
For what child is this whose birth in a manger is witnessed hardly at all, and
who is killed on a cross embracing the whole world. A story from start to finish
surrounded by loss and grief and yet a story that ends in surprising, new life?
“In the time of King Herod….” And soon this family will be running to Egypt.
God give us eyes, new eyes, to see You at work among us. And then nurtured
in the water and the Word of our baptism, nourished in the communion meal,
and upheld in community move us to action for the fragile, tenuous,
vulnerable, weak, poor.
In Christ Jesus –
Shalom, +Bishop Larry Kochendorfer
“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)
VOLUNTEER BULLETIN FOLDERS NEEDED

Volunteers needed for folding weekly bulletins as
well as newsletters at month end. Please call the church
office to sign up for the week that works best for you.
Minimal time commitment. Maximum appreciation!
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Message from Intern Pastor Seth
On January 2nd I accompanied a group of youth and young adults to the X
realm escape rooms. I bet that many of you are wondering what an escape
room is. Escape rooms are essentially giant puzzles that participants are
immersed in. The objective is to “break out” of the room by solving puzzles and
codes that can be found in the room. This all has to be done in under one hour.
So how did we fit 25 youth and young adults in an escape room? Well we didn’t.
We took over the entire facility. Each separate escape room was filled with
youth from Glory. It was a complete take over. Every single group escaped in
under one hour. Every single group did need hints from the staff. The night was
a success.
I see this as an encouraging sign for the future of Glory. Almost every
participant brought friends. We have been able to create an engaging, fun and
safe environment for congregants under the age of 25. When you look at the
size of our Kid’s Church group it is only a matter of time before they will be in
confirmation and beyond.
Yours in Christ,
Seth Perry
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DATES TO REMEMBER
January 12, 19, 26

GriefShare session 10:00am

January 15

Morning Glory 10:00am

January 26

PrayerWORKS Breakfast at St. Faith’s Anglican 7:00am

February 3, 10, 17, 24 Sunday Morning Bible Study & Adult Education 9:00am
February 3

Annual General Meeting after Worship Service

Altar Flowers

An altar flower calendar is posted on
the bulletin board. If you are able to
bring altar flowers to adorn our altar,
please indicate by signing up. Please
note that highly fragrant flowers should
not be used as we have a number of
people who are extremely allergic.
Everyone has a story to tell...we want to hear yours.
When we share our stories, we give strength to
each other and inspire our community.
Help us get to know each other better, we have some
truly fascinating people in our congregation, how much
do we really know about each other?
If you have a story you’d be willing to share, and wouldn't mind if we spotlight
it in our newsletter, please let John Malcolm or Heidi in the office know.
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December 9, 2018 at Glory

Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Mondays - CLOSED
Please note that the door to the church will usually be
locked during office hours and you’ll need to ring the
doorbell located by the front door.
22577 Hwy 16,
Sherwood Park, Alberta,
T8A 4T7
Phone 780.416.9594 E-mail:
Pastor Markus Wilhelm E-mail:
Intern Pastor Seth Perry Email:
Check out our Website:
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glorylc@telus.net
pastormarkus@glorylutheran.ca
sethprr0@gmail.com
www.glorylutheran.ca

